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PREFACE. 



With the exception of some few extracts from 
" Bishop Hall's Contemplations," from the Homilies 
of Thomas A'Kempis, translated a few years since, 
and from other writers, this book consists of original 
translations from well-known Latin and French Di- 
vines. For many of the " Reflections" I am indebted 
to a dear friend, who kindly volunteered his valuable 
assistance, for which I tender my warmest thanks. 
I have followed, as far as possible, the seasons of the 
Church, and wherever a Gh>spel was appointed, have 
thought it better to take it, rather than to harmonize 
the several Evangelists. In Part II. the Gospels for 
the Holy Week are harmonized. In the execution of 
my task, I am painfully conscious of manifold defects, 
for which I must crave indulgc^ice, inasmuch as it was 
executed under much bodily weakness and suffering. 
The object of this publication is to promote the cause 
of Chbist's Kingdom in the hearts of men, and to 
raise money towards building a church to His glory ; 
for if we cannot advance His Kingdom by the in- 
fluence of wealth and station, we must do it by what- 
ever means lie in our power ; since we can no longer 
cherish dreams of ease and self-indulgence, when we 
consider That Life of unremitting toil, by which 
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our Holy Bedeemer wrought our salvation, and ex- 
hibited to us His boundless Love for the souls of 
men. We shall feel indeed, that were we to devote 
all the energies of our souls to His Service, it would 
be but a very inadequate acknowledgment of the in- 
finite obligations we owe to Him, Who has redeemed 
us from death and hell, and by His Own Blood has 
purchased for us all that is precious to our immortal 
souls. What can be more humbling to a Christian 
than the conviction that so much of his time and 
strength is devoted to his own profit and pleasure, 
whilst so little is given to the service of Him to Whom 
all is due ? In bygone days, we read of Apostles or 
holy Priests going forth almost single-handed to assail 
the powers of hell, and, by the simple energy of 
Christian love^ and the might of sanctity, through the 
co-operation of the Holt Ghost, they shook idola- 
trous kingdoms' to their very foundations, and firmly 
planted the Church of Chbist amidst the most hostile 
nations. Whereas in these days of self-indulgence, 
we see our altars thronged with communicants, who in 
that blessed Mystery eat the Bread of Life, the Food 
of Angels, and profess their oneneM with the Lobb 
Jesus, — and yet His Kingdom languishes amongst 
us ; the energies of His Holy Church are crippled for 
lack of money — our populous parishes are almost desti- 
tute of churches, and our people grow up in ignorance 
and sin, yea, in downright heathenism. Whence this 
monstrous anomaly, this apathy and unfaithfulness to- 
wards God? For if such mighty works have been 
accomplished by one regenerate soul, what power could 
stand before the little army of communicants, to be 
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found in most of our parishes, if each was faithful to 
his profession ? With the holy men of old, Christi- 
anity was no mere abstraction or empty theory, but a 
living power, which transformed and energized every 
faculty of the mind and every power of the body. 
They realized the force of those solemn words which 
we so often repeat, " Here we offer and present unto 
Thee, O LoBD, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to he a 
reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto Thee^ And 
. they lived as they prayed. They meditated day by 
day on the holy Life, the boundless love, the won- 
drous humility and patience of the Son of God, until 
their hearts glowed with ardent love to Him, and 
burned with inextinguishable zeal for His Glory and 
the salvation of the souls, for which He endured the 
Agony and Cross. And surely, if we thus daily and 
devoutly dwelt on the Holy Life and bitter Passion of 
our Loving Eedeemer, we too should disdain all 
thoughts of self-indulgent apathy, and should go forth 
animated with holy love and undying zeal, to bless our 
fellow men. . Let us make it our business to ascertain 
in what ways we can do Gon service, and build up 
His Holy Church ; and then, with the resistless energy 
of renewed hearts, let us resolve, " For ZiorCs sake 
will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem! s sake I will 
not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as 
brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
bumeth. And the Gentiles shall see Thy righteousness, 
and all kings Thy glory" (Isa. Ixii. 1, 2.) 

May the Incarnate God graciously accept and bless 
this effort to promote His glory ; and may the con- 
templation of His Life and Passion quicken many to 
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consecrate head and heart, health and strength, weak- 
ness and suffering, to His most blessed service. 

In conclusion, I would humbly ask all who may 
receive benefit from this work, to remember in- their 
prayers, the unworthy instrument through whom they 
have been benefited. 

E. B. 

^Iltrtr affliedi in Xtnty mtrccclii. 



The profits of this Edition will be given to the Build- 
ing Fund of S. Matthias^ Church, Stoke Newington, as a 
thank-offering to Almighty G-on /or special and manifold 
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CHAPTEE I. 

THE IjIFE of the LOBD JESUS, IS OTTB FATTEBK. 

dcrtpture ^recepttf. 

Come unto Me, all ye that He that saith he abideth in 

labour and are heavy laden, and Him, ought himself also so to 

i will give you rest. Take My walk, even as He walked. 1 S. 

yoke upon you, and learn of John ii. 6. 

Mb ; for I am meek and lowly For even hereunto were ye 

in heart : and ye shall find rest called : because Christ also 

unto your souls. S. Matt. xi. suffered for us, leaving us an 

28, 29. example, that ye should follow 

His steps. 1 S. Pet. ii. 21. 

Sleflectton^. 

Ghbist enlightens the understanding and purifies 
the affections ; and to this end He came down into this 
vale of misery. It far surpasses the powers of every 
finite understanding to comprehend that wondrous 
mystery of humiliation, exhibited to us by our Lobd 
Jssirs Chbtst, in that He stooped from His most 
exalted glory to assume the form of a servant, and 
descended to the lowest depths of humility, that He 
might release us from captivity, deliver us from our 
sins, restore our fallen nature, and repair its ruin with 
TTiH own eternal glory. It was not sufficient fot H\^ 
love to be our Creator, Lobd, and PtotectoT\ \i\3i\i ^^ 

B 
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willed to become our Eedeemer, Companion, and 
Brother : yea, our Elesh and Blood. 

Therefore, let the sinner, who desires to cast off the 
burden of his sins, and to obtain rest for his soul, both 
here and hereafter, let him not despair, but attend to 
the gracious invitation of his Incarnate God and Sa- 
viour, calling the weary and heavy laden to come to 
Him. Let the sick attend to this Holy and care- 
ful Physician, and come to Him with profound con- 
trition, sincere confession, and an anxious desire to 
avoid evil and to do good. Let them diligently cleave 
to Him, seek His friendship, and meditate on His holy 
Life, with ardent devotion ; calling to mind His Incar- 
nation, Nativity, Circumcision, Presentation in the 
Temple, Baptism, Fasting, Watchings, Temptation, 
Miracles, Teachings, Passion, Death, Eesurrection, 
Ascension, and Coming to Judgment. The whole 
Life of Chsist, and all His works are as lights to 
guide us to virtue and truth. He who saith he abideth 
in Him, aught himself also so to walk even as He walked. 
That is, not to covet earthly things, nor to follow after 
filthy lucre ; to shun honours, to embrace the contempt 
of the world for the glory of Heaven, willingly to do 
good to all men, to injure none, and patiently to suffer 
whatever injuries are inflicted upon us by others, and 
to pray to God to forgive those who injure us ; never to 
seek our own glory, but that of our Creator. To do 
these, and such like things, is to follow the Footsteps 
of Chbist. We ought therefore to follow His Foot- 
steps, for in Chsist alone have we Wisdom and Salva- 
tion. In Him we have all things, and He is our All 
in All. If we desire the cure of our wounds. He is the 
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Thysician ; if we are weighed down with iniquity, He 
is Righteous ; if we need help, He is Strength ; if we 
fear death, He is our Life ; if we flee from darkness. 
He is Light ; if w« desire heaven. He is the Way. 
Thus, to know.CHBiST is true wisdom and life, and it 
is sufficient for us, though we be destitute of all other 
knowledge. He, therefore, who follows Chbist can 
neither err nor be deceiyed ; for in beholding and imi^ 
tating His virtues, and by frequently meditating on 
every point of His Life and Passion, the heart is in- 
flamed, quickened, and illuminated with Divine virtue. 
The holy Life of Jesus is the Pattern by which we 
should regulate our whole life; diligently imitating 
Him, and conforming our life to His. He was inno- 
cent, humble, meek, patient, compassionate, full of 
goodness and fidelity, obedient to His Father, and 
resigned to His will. He worshipped His Patheb 
with great reverence and devotion on bended knees ; 
He stooped, with most loving tenderness, to all the 
necessities of men, and ministered as a servant to 
their souls and bodies. Imitate Him, therefore, in 
these virtues, in His true obedience, profound hu- 
mility, humble poverty and self-denial, ineffable purity, 
unwearied patience, immoveable long-suflering, con- 
stant perseverance, and inexhaustible love, kindness, 
and compassion; and, by the help of Gon's grace, 
constantly break down and destroy in thyself all pride, 
vain-glory, self-complacence, the desire of human 
praise or honour, all motions of impatience, anger, 
concupiscence, impurity, and all evil passions and 
affections. 
The Life ot Jmus is then the "Book oi tiSV ^Wsa^- 
b2 
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tians, which we should ever bear about with us ; and we 
should retain in our minds a constant remembrance of 
His most bitter Passion and Death ; so that His great 
LoTe and fidelity may influence our hearts with delight 
and love, and His most holy Life be always hidden 
within our loving souls. This is the Book written 
within and without, and is common alike to the learned 
and ignorant, to saints and sinners, and to all who de- 
sire to delight in God and please Him. Happy and 
blessed are they who so study the Life of their Sa- 
viour as to conform themselves to it. In the day of 
judgment they may boldly say to the Lobd, " O Lobb, 
we have desired to please Thee, to live eternally and 
serve Thee." Then will the Lobd Jesus lead them 
into His eternal glory prepared from the foundation of 
the world. He will show them His Blessed and Glo- 
rious Countenance, incomparably brighter than the 
sun, and He will clothe them with His Brightness, 
and give them the finiition of Himself, and ineffable 
joy ^nd exultation for ever and ever. 



my soul, behold thy God, thy Creator and Ee- 
deemer; behold Him Who blots out thy sins, and 
sanctifies thee ; behold thy Life and every Good. 
See how the King of Glory humbles Himself for thee, 
see how cruelly thy Saviour suffers for thee ; consider 
the greatness of His love Who endured such poverty 
and misery for thee. Abide with thy Lobd, lest thou 
forsake thy Master and Saviour ; for if thou abidest 
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with Him, all will be well with thee, but if thou for- 
sake Him, all will be evil. Ciy to Him with thine in- 
most soul, and say, O Gracious Jesu, Good Master, 
holy Pastor, King of Eternal Glory, I adore Thee, I 
bless and give thanks to Thee Who hast so loved me 
as to do such great things, and endure such miseriesk^ 
for me* Be propitious to me a sinner ; cleanse, heal, 
conform me to Thyself; direct, teach, and enlighten 
me with Thy truth. 

O that I had not been hitherto so omgrateful to 
Thee ! that I could now become well-pleasing to 
Thee! O that all evil passions and affections were 
dead in me, that I could stand before Thee truly hum- 
ble and meek, truly sincere and tranquil! O that 
Thou wouldest alone possess my heart, so that I might 
lightly esteem all transitory things, and seek and de- 
light in Thee, and cleave indissolubly to Thee ! Alas, 
my Loud ! when shall I worship Thee with a pure, 
simple, and cheerful mind P When shall I serve Thee 
with a calm, stedfast, and clear conscience P When will 
my soul be fiUed with Thy boundless love ? What can 
I desire beside Thee, Who art all-sufficient for my 
soul P And what can all things profit me without Thee P 



Stager* 

O LoBi) Jesus Chbist, Son of the living God, my 
Sefuge, my Desire, my Hope and Trust, my Saviour 
and Consolation ! grant to me, a weak and miserable 
sinner, to have Thy Life and manners always before 
the eyes of my soul, and give me grace, ^ i^x Vk^&'^o^- 
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uble, to imitate them ; make me so to profit by them, 
that I may come to the knowledge of God, unto a 
perfect man, and be made a holy temple in the Lobb. 
Enlighten my heart, I beseech Thee, with the light of 
Thy grace, and may it always prevent and follow me ; 
that having Thee as a Guide in all my ways, I may 
do all things which shall please Thee. Direct, I be- 
seech Thee, my thoughts, words, and actions, in the 
way of Thy law, and in the counsels and precepts of 
the Most High, that doing Thy will in all things here, 
I may be made worthy to enjoy eternal life with Thee 
in Thy blessed and glorious Kingdom. Amen. 



CHAPTEE II. 

THE INOiJEtirATIOir OF OTJB LOED JESUS CHBIST. 

BsHOLB, a Virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, 
and shall call his Name Immanuel. Isa. vii. 14. 

I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have 
sworn unto David My servant, Thy seed will I esta- 
blish for ever, and build up thy throne to all genera- 
tions. Psalm Ixxxix. 3, 4. 

See also Psalm cxxzii. 11. 

S. Matt. i. 18. S. Luke i. 26. 

The birth of Jesus Christ And in the sixth month the 

was on this wise : when as His angel Gabriel was sent from 

motiier Mary was espoused to Goo unto a city of Galilee 

Joseph, before they came toge- named Nazareth, to a Virgin 

ther she was found with child espoused to a man whose name 

of the Holt Ghost. Then was Joseph, of the house of 

Joseph her husband, being a David ; and the Virgin's name 

just man, and not willing to was Mary. And the angel came 

make her a public example, was in unto her, and said. Hail, thou 

mmded to put her away privily. that art highly favoured, the 

But while he thought on these Lord is with thee ; blessed art 

things, behold, the Oagel of the thou among women. And when 

Lord appeared unto him in a she saw \mn, \^<& ^«:& \xQviX\^ 
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dream y saying, Joseph, thou son 
of Dayid, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife; for that 
which is conceived in her is of 
the Holt Ghost : And she 
shall bring forth a Son, and 
thou shalt call His name Jesus, 
for He shall save His people 
from their sins. (Now all this 
was done, that it might be ful- 
filled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the prophet, saying. 
Behold, a Virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a 
Son, and they shall call His 
name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us.) 
Then Joseph, being raised from 
sleep, did as the angel of the 
Lord had bidden him, and took 
unto him his wife ; and knew 
her not till she had brought 
forth her first-bom Son : and he 
caUed Hi^ name JESUS. 



at his saying, and cast in her 
mind what manner of salutation 
this should be. And the angel 
said unto her, Fear not, Mary ; 
for thou hast found favour with 
God. And behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and 
bring forth a Son, and shalt call 
His name JESUS. He shall 
be great, and shall be called the 
Son of the Highest ; and the 
Lord God shall give unto Him 
the throne of His father David. 
And He shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever; and 
of His kingdom there shall be 
no end. Then said Mary unto 
the angel. How shall this be, 
seeing I know not a man? 
And the angel answered, and 
said unto her, The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee ; therefore, 
also, that holy thing which shall 
be bom of thee shall be called 
the Son of God. And behold 
thy cousin Elizabeth, she hath 
also conceived a son in her old 
age; and this is the sixth month 
with her who was called barren ; 
for with God nothing shall be 
impossible. And Mary said, 
Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord ; be it unto me according 
to thy word. And the angel 
departed from her. 
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Kefltctiontf. 



Holy art Thou, Eternal King, the true Gob 
from everlasting ; Holy is Thine only-begotten Son, 
our Loud Jesus Chbist, God the Word, the First- 
bom of every creature, by Whom Thou hast made 
the world; Holy is Thy Holt Spibit, Who searcheth 
all things, even the deep mysteries of Thy Godhead. 
Holy art Thou, Who alone art Almighty, a God of 
goodness, terror, and compassion, remarkably indul- 
gent to the work of Thine own Hands. Thou madest 
man in Thine own Image, and after Thine own like- 
ness ; and when by disobedience he had forfeited his 
claim to happiness. Thou didst not abandon or despise 
him ; but didst correct him in mercy as a Father, and 
reclaim him by the law, and instruct him by the Pro- 
phets, and last of all, didst send Thine only-begotten 
Sow our LoBD Jesus Chbist into the world, for the 
renovation and revival of Thy lost Image. He Who 
was man's Creator, was pleased to become Man ; the 
Priest to be Himself the Sacrifice, to reconcile the 
world to Thyself, and deliver all men from impending 
wrath. He came down from heaven, and was Incar- 
nate by the Holt Ghost, of the Virgin Mary. He 
Who forms all that are bom in the world, was Him- 
self formed in the womb of a Virgin, and became 
flesh, humbling Himself to the form of a servant, 
making Himself in His humiliation like unto us, 
that He might raise us to the likeness of the Image 
of His glory : and He Who was begotten from Eter- 
nity was born in time. He converaei mV\i xcax^saxA^ 
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and was holy in His conversation, He cured diseases, 
and wrought signs and wonders amongst the people. 
He Who feeds the hungry, and fills every living 
creature with His goodness, became partaker of His 
own gifts, and ate, and drank, and slept amongst us. 
He manifested Thy Name to them that knew it not. 
He dispelled the cloud of ignorance, restored piety, 
fulfilled Thy will, and finished the work Thou gavest 
Him to do. And when He had regulated all these 
things He was seized by the hands of a wicked and 
disobedient people, being betrayed to them by one 
of His own disciples. And when He had suffered 
many things from them, and been treated with all 
manner of indignity. He was delivered to Pilate the 
governor. The Judge of all the world was judged, 
and the Saviour of mankind condemned; and He 
was nailed to the Cross and died. The Giver of life 
was laid in the grave, that He might deliver those 
from the pains of death, for whose sake He came ; 
and that He might break the bands of the devil, 
and rescue mankind from his deceit. He arose from 
the dead the third day ; and after continuing forty 
days with His disciples, He ascended up into heaven, 
and is set down at the right hand of Thee His G-od 
and !Fath£b, from whence He shall come a second time 
to judge the quick and the dead. 

For these, and all Thy mercies, we give thanks to 
Thee, Holy Eatheb, Almighty, Everlasting God, 
and to Thine Only-Begotten SoK, Who hath so loved 
us, and to Thine Holt Spisit, One immutable Gon. 
Amen. 
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I magnify Thy Holy Name, O Almighty and Most 
Merciful God, and give glory to Thee for this wonder- 
ful union of the Divine and human natures in One 
Person ; so that one might not be Gk)P, and the other 
Man ; but that one and the same should be Oob and 
Man without confiisicHi of Substance. 

O wondrous and incomprehensible Union ! O most 
adorable mercy ! We were not worthy to be called 
Thy servants, and yet Thou hast made us sons and 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chbist. 

Since, O Gracious Eatheb, Thou hast been pleased 
to do such great things for us, I beseech Thee, by Thy 
unspeakable love, to perfect the good Work Thou hast 
begun, and make us such as Thy many and gracious 
promises in Jesits Chbist were designed to be accom- 
plished in. Send down Thy grace and Spirit from 
above, and prepare us to receive the fulness of Thy 
mercy. Help us to understand, and consider with re- 
verence, to contemplate, and with all diligence to 
walk worthy of this " mystery of godliness,", " God 
manifested in the flesh." 

yraperit» 

« We beseech Thee, O Lobd," &^.—Colleet for the 
Annunciation. 

O LoBD God the Fatheb Almighty, Who before 
all ages hast ineflably begotten a 80^, ^Vo ^v^s^ 
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Co-Eternal, Co-Equal, Consubstantial with Thee ; by 
Whom, with Thy Holt Spirit Thou hast created all 
things visible and invisible, and me a miserable sinner ; 
I adore Thee, I praise Thee, I glorify Thee : be Thou 
propitious to me a sinner ; and despise not the work 
of Thy hands, but save and help me for the sake of 
Thy holy Name, stretch forth Thy right hand to suc- 
cour my frail flesh. O Thou Who hast made me, 
repair the ruin of sin ; Thou Who hast formed me, 
reform what sin has corrupted, so that, according to 
Thy great mercy Thou mayest heal and save my mise- 
rable soul. Amen. 

O LoBP Jesus Cheist, Son of the living God, I 
praise Thee, I bless and glorify Thee ; I give thanks 
to Thee for the exceeding great love with which Thou 
hast loved me, in that Thou didst descend from Thy 
throne of Grtory, and the bosom of the Fathee ; and 
didst vouchsafe for my sake to be conceived by the 
5oLT Ghost, in the womb of a humble Virgin, and 
to abase Thyself by taking upon Thee our nature, 
that Thou mightest restore us to God. Descend into 
my heart, I beseech Thee, and make it Thy habita- 
tion; fill it with Thy Grace, and with all spiritual 
gifts, that it may be wholly Thine. Impart to me Thy 
humility and love, that I may receive Thee with hum- 
ble and ardent love, and never depart from Thee : but 
ever do Thy blessed will, and seek the glory of Thy 
holy Name. Amen. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

CHRISTMAS DAY.— PART I. 
THE KATIVITT OF OUE LOBD JESUS CHEIST. 

Fob unto us a Child is bom, unto us a Son is given ; 
and the government shall be upon His Shoulder ; and 
His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Eather, the Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of His Grovemment and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon His Kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 
with judgment and with justice, from henceforth, 
even for ever. The zeal of the Lobd of Hosts will 
perform this. Isa. ix. 6 — 7. 



S. Luke ii. 1^7. S. John i. 1. 

And it came to pass in those In the 'beginning was the 

daySy that there went out a de- Word, and the Word was with 

cree from Caesar Augustus, that GrOD, and the Word was God. 

aU the world should be taxed. The same was in the beginning 

(And this taxmg was first made with God. All things were 

when Cyrenius was governor of made by Him : and without 

Syria.) And all went to be taxed, Him was not anything ma4ft 

erery one into his own city* that was m«Ae. In 'Bxoi nr^& 
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And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, out of the dty of Naza- 
reth, into Judea, unto the dty of 
David, whidi is called Bethle- 
hem, (because he was of the 
house and lineage of David,) to 
be taxed, with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with diild. 
And so it was, that while they 
were there, the days were accom- 
plished that she should be de- 
livered. And she brought forth 
her First-bom Son, and wrapped 
Him in swaddling dothes, and 
laid Him in a manger ; because 
there was no room for them in 
thfiinn. 



life, and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shineth in 
darkness, and the darkness com- 
prehended it not. There was a 
man sent from God, whose 
name was John. The same 
came for a witness, to bear wit- 
ness of the light, that all men 
through him might believe. 
He was not that light, but was 
sent to bear witness of that 
light. That was the true light 
which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. He 
was in the world, and the world 
was made by Him, and the 
world knew Him not. He 
came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not. But as 
many as received Him, to them 
gave He power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His Name; which 
were bom, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the 
willofman,butofGoD. And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us (and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only- 
begotten of the Father) full 
of grace and truth. 



In those days, while Mary was with child, a decree 
went forth from CsBsar Augustus that all the world 
should he enrolled and registered, each in his own 
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place, that they might pay tribute. When the Lobd 
of the worid is about to be bom, meet it is that the 
world should be enrolled ; for He came in the ilesh 
to enrol His elect in eternity. Make me, Lobd 
jEsrs, one of Thine elect ; enter my name in the 
Book of Life. Let me declare to Thee my King, my 
tribute of loyalty and righteousness. To Thee I owe 
tribute in heart, word, and deeds. Enlighten my 
soul with the light of Thy Countenance, stamp the 
image of Thy law in my heart, that on it may be the 
Image of my King and His will. None were exempt 
from this tax ; none are exempt from the observance of 
the commandments. 

Augustus Cfldsar, the second Emperor of Eome, the 
nephew of the first Julius, reigned in all fifty-seven 
years and a half, and twelve of them in peace, and in 
this peace Chbist was bom; for He sought peace, 
and vouchsafed especially to visit those who desire 
peace and love. As He was the King and Prince of 
Peace, it was meet that He should send peace before 
Him, as His forerunner : that peace which He afteiw 
wards taught, whilst living in the world, and which, 
when He lefb the world, He bequeathed to His dis- 
ciples. His place is in Salem, which is Peace. 

All went to be tooled, — so Joseph and Mary went to 
Bethlehem, the city of David, because they were of the 
house and lineage of David. There David was bom, 
and anointed king, there his family and kindred dwelt, 
and there Joseph and Mary were enrolled. 

See how thy Lobd was enrolled for thee on earth, 
that thou mightest be enrolled in heaven ; beginning 
in that humility by which He beoame o\^e^«c^ ^^«^ 
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to tbe death of the Cross. He vouchsafed not ozilj to 
be Incarnate, but also to be bom at such a time as the 
enrolment of the empire took place ; and for our libe- 
ration, to be subjected to obedience. The Blessed 
Virgin also went with her husband ; thus obeying the 
Imperial power, though she had conceived the King of 
Heaven and earth ; giving us an example of obedience 
to every superior power. Though near the time of 
her confinement, she undertook the toil of the joumey4 
lict the poor take comfort from this journey, and the 
entertainment which Joseph and Mary found. They 
had no servant, but came alone ; they had no beast of 
burden. 

And when her hour was come, at midnight of the 
Load's Day, — on the day on which He said, " Let 
there be %ht, and there was light," — the Sun of 
Righteousness visited us from on high ; the Virgin 
brought forth her First-born Son, the Only-Begotten 
in substance of Divinity, the First-born in susception 
of Humanity. He was born at night, for He came in 
secret, to bring them who were in the night of error, 
into the light of truth. The Mother wrapped ihe 
Child in mean " noaddling chthesy^ and laid Him, not 
on a golden couch, but in a manger, by the ox and the 
asSy for there was no room for them in the inn. Ob- 
serve the want and poverty of Christ ; not only had 
He no home of His Own, no house of His Nativity, 
but no convenient place even in the inn, so He was laid 
in a Manger. '' Foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to 
lay His Head ;" nowhere but in the narrowest place 
among brute beasts. First, He rested in the Virgin's 



OUB LOED JBSTJS CHEIST. 17 

Womb ; secondly, in the vile Manger ; thirdly, on the 
Cross; fourthly, in a Sepulchre which was not His 
Own. What poverty! what resting-places ! He thus 
teaches us that perfection consists in humility and 
poverty of spirit. See how the honours, pomps, and 
yanities of this wicked world stand condemned. See 
how its delicacies, and effeminacies, and carnal de- 
lights, its riches, and abundance, and superfluities are 
rebuked ! O God of boundless Glory ! Thou didst 
not disdain to become the most abject of men. O 
LoBD of all ! Thou wouldest appear as a slave— (fellow- 
slave among slaves) . It seemed to Thee a small matter 
to become equal to us. Thou didst vouchsafe even to 
be our Brother ; and Thou, Lobp of the Universe^ 
Who hadst no want, didst not, at the commencement 
of Thy Nativity, abhor the annoyances of the most 
abject poverty. For Thee there will be no room in 
the Inn, neither hadst Thou a cradle to receive Thy 
tender Body, but Thou, Who measurest the earth in 
the hollow of Thy Hand, (Isa. xl. 12,) wast wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, and laid in the vile manger of a 
stable. Comfort ye, comfort ye, who are bom in 
poverty, for your Gon is with you in joxa poverty. 
He lieth not in the delights of a splendid bed, nor is 
He found in the place of them that live delicately. 
Why boastest thou thyself, thou rich man, thou thing 
of day, in thine embroidered and dainty couch, when 
the King of Kings chose to honour the straw of the 
poor by lying on it Himself? Why loathe a hard 
bedy when He in Whose Hand are all kingdoms, pre- 
ferred the straw of the beasts of burden to thy do^ira^ 
•ilk? 
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' To the shepherds keeping watch by night is an- 
nounced the joy of light, and to them it is said that a 
Saviour is bom, — to the poor and the labouring, not 
to you rich, who have your consolation. The Sov of 
God is bom, and chooses what is painful, being the 
Bon of a poor Mother, who had scarcely things to wrap 
Him in. He chose what was painful to the flesh. 
Bodily pleasures are not profitable, but afflictions are 
good ; for He chose the one and refused the other. O 
carnal man, shun pleasures^ for death is placed within 
the walls of delight : Eepent, for the Kingdom is at 
hand. O, the hardness of my heart \ O that, as the 
Word was made Flesh, so too may my heart be made 
Besh, as Thou didst promise, '^ I will take away the 
stony heart of your flesh, and I will give you a heart 
of flesh." Bzek. xxxvi. 26. 

Here then is the deepest humility ; without which 
there is no salvation, for no work of ours can please 
Gon, if it be coupled with pride. By these examples 
has He shown us the way to follow Him. 1. In 
poverty of spirit ; for in this world He would have no 
riches. 2. By humility ; for He disdained the glory 
of the world, so that it is a small matter if we be ob- 
scure.. 3. "Rj patience : for He bare evils, to teacb us 
to ^[idure them so that we may be made strong. 

It was the medicine of His Incarnation that He ap- 
plied to our blinded eyes, that as we could not see 
God shining in the secresy of His resplendent Ma- 
jesty, we might behold God appearing in Man, and 
beholding, might know Him, — and knowing, might 
love Him, — and loving Him with rf! our hearts, might 
he eager to attain to His glory. He was Incarnate^ to 
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recall us to spiritual things. He was made partaker 
of our changeableuess, to make us partakers of His 
uncliangeableness. He bowed down to our meanness, 
to raise us to His loftiness. He is the Son of Qod 
hj l^ature; He vouchsafed to be even the Son of 
David, to make us the sons of God. He vouchsafed to 
have His servant for His reputed father, to make God 
our Eatheb. It was not in vain, nor for nought, that 
He descends to such great humility, but to exalt us 
from our low estate. He was bom after the Elesh, 
that we might be bom again after the Spirit. Fitting * 
it was that He should be bom in Bethlehem (which 
means the House of Bread), for He is the Living 
Bread that eometh down from heaven to refresh the 
souls of the elect with inward satisfaction. Born at 
Bethlehem, one of the least of the cities of Judah, 
that no one should boast of the height of his earthly 
city. Bom, not in His parent's home, but by the 
way, to show Himself a Stranger, and that His King- 
dom was not of this world, as He said, " I am the Way^'* 
i.e., by which we come to our heavenly country, 
Bom at an Inn, to teach us not to seek palaces, but 

' merely a resting place in this world. By choosing a 
stable. He condemns the pomps and luxuries in which 
we indulge. Bom a litUe In£uit, to make us great 
and perfect men, and that man should no more mag- 
nify himself. By His weakness He makes us strong 
and vigorous in all good works. He was made poor to 
enrich us by His poverty, and that no man should 
glory in earthly riches. He was wrapped in mean 
elothes, to clothe us with the best robe of immortqjity. 

'. Ha needeth room in the Itm, to ]^tei^«£e >;]iS^ m<dxi^ 
02 
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mansions in His Eatheb's House. Laid in a narrow 
manger, (thereby reproving our luxurious beds and 
ample edifices,) to enlarge our souls by the joys of His 
heavenly Bangdom. We are instructed too, how and 
by whom Cheist is found. Eirst, by the pure and 
simple ; secondly, by the poor ; thirdly, by the humble 
and despised. 

Well was it too that He, the Great Shepherd of the 
sheep, was first shown to the Shepherds, when they 
were watching their flocks by night; to signify 
what the Pastors of the Church should be, — humble 
and vigilant, lest their flock perish by the jaws of 
infernal wolves. The night too marks the perils of 
temptations, from which all who truly watch do not 
cease to guard themselves and their people. So too 
should all watch, living in all good works, and holy 
thoughts, and nourishing their souls in the heavenly 
truths of Holy Scripture. 

While the Shepherds wondered at what they had 
seen and heard, and that the authority and testimony 
of one Angel might not seem small, (and as a sign of 
the harmony of their testimony,) suddenly there was 
with the angel, a multitude of the heavenly host, harmo- 
niously praising God for the Birth of Cheist, that by 
TTim man might be brought to salvation, and the fall 
of angels repaired ; singing in honour of God, with 
one doxology, " Glory to God in the highest ;" for 
though His glory shines everywhere, yet in the ena- 
pyreal heaven is the habitation of saints and angels . 
And though He be despised by many on earth, yet is 
He glorified in heaven by all. " Jnd on earth peace to 
men qf^ood-unll,^ not any men, but men of good-willy 
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who receive Christ with good-will, and do not oppose 
or persecute : for to the wicked there is no peace, but 
great peace have they who love Thy Name, O Lobd. 
A Christian hath true peace; he is not separated 
from the will of God, he delighteth alone in the things 
that are God's. To have peace with God is to will 
what God willeth, to loathe what He forbids. There- 
fore is grace announced to men of good- will, but to 
bad men there is no peace. By this word of the 
Angel it is evident that that peace which was predicted 
by the Prophets as about to be at the Advent of 
Chbist, was an inward peace ; and the peace which 
then prevailed throughout the Roman Empire, was a 
figure of it. Well it is that it was said by the angels, 
Glory to God, and peace to men, because by Chbist, 
God the Fatheb is glorified, and peace is made be- 
tween God and man, between angels and men, between 
Jews and Gentiles. This is the day which the Lobd 
hath made, in which it is duly fitting that we should 
exult and be glad, for in it the Devil lost his right, and 
the world received salvation. The Angelic host was 
associated with the announcing Angel, instructing us 
thereby to give praise to God. The Angels then 
ascended to heaven with joy and song, and the whole 
company of heaven gave thanks to God the Father, 
and came to look upon the Face of their Lobd ; and 
worshipping Him, they sounded out their song of 
praise. 

Hie shepherds then said one to another. Let us now 
gOy even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come 
to pass, which the Lobd hath made known to us, Aud 
they came with haste, and found Mary^ and Jofte]B»li 
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and the Babe lying in a Manger. They catne with- 
haste, from great joy and desire to see the Infant bom. 
In this we see their devotion and anxiety for seek* 
ing ; for no one slothfuUy seeking Chbist caa find 
Him. 

And when the Shepherds had ifien it, they made 
hnoton abroad the saying which was told them etmcermng 
this Child. And Mary kept all these things andprn- 
dered them in her heart. 

Those who would spiritually find Chbist must hold 
converse with Holy Scripture by reading and devout 
meditation. Let us follow the example of these Shep- 
herds, and go even unto Bethlehem, the city of Davids 
meditating on, reverencing, loving, and celebrating the 
Incarnation of Chbist, with due honour and praise. 
Let us, laying aside carnal lusts, go to the house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. Let us re- 
flect upon it with love, for the Word was made Elesh, 
and ascended thither in the Flesh, and there sitteth 
on the Eight Hand of God the Eathbb. Thither let 
us follow Him with all our hearts, and strive to be 
made meet to see Him Whom the Shepherds saw in 
the Manger, now reigning at His Fathbb's Bight 
Hand. Such blessedness is not to be sought coldly 
and slothfully, but by earnestly following the footsteps 
of Chbist. 

And the Shepherds went away with great joy, and 
returned to the keeping of their flocks, glorifying Gob 
in their hearts, and praising Him with their lips, as 
the Author and Creator, in all that they had heard 
from the Angel, and had seen with their own eyes in 
Bethlehem. They exaltad Gon, and praised Him for 
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80 great a blessing conferred on the whole world, and 
shown to them in particular. And after contemplating 
their Saviour, they returned to their flocks, giving an 
example to spiritual pastors, that when others i^leep, 
thej should watch and go to the study of the Sacred^ 
Scripture, to be refreshed with the heavenly Bread of 
Divine doctrine, and then return to their flocks. 

Gt) then in spirit to Bethlehem, and adore the Word 
made Flesh, kneeling down and worshipping the Lobd 
Who came among sinners for their salvation, and 
conversed humbly with them. Mingle thy prayers 
with the heavenly melody, chanting with all thy heart 
'^ Glory to God in the highest, ^^ Shout and rejoice, 
and venerate that Birth by which thott art freed from 
the chains of thy earthly birth. 

Meditate then with joy on this day's solemnity. To* 
day Chbist is bom ; it is the Birth-day of the Eternal 
King, the Sok of the Living God. To us a Son is 
bom, to*day the Sun of Righteousness shone forth 
with brightness. To-day He Who is fairer than the 
Bons of men, showed His Face. To-day the Light of 
our Bedemption dawned upon us, for the recovery of 
our eternal felicity. To-day peace was announced to 
us men. To-day appeared the mercy and loving- 
kindness of God our Saviour. His Power appeared 
in the creation of all things, His wisdom in govern- 
ing them, and His goodness and very great mercy in 
becoming Man. To-day God was worshipped in the 
likeness of our sinful Flesh. To-day these two great 
miracles took place, which surpass our understandings 
and faith alone can apprehend them, viz., God Incar- 
nate is Bom, and a Yii^gin brings forth. 
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' It is now, O LoED Jesus Cheist, that I ought to 
be filled with love. Enlighten my soul with Thy eter- 
nal light; reunite the multiplicity of my thoughts, 
collect all my senses, dissipate the clouds and dark- 
ness of my soul, that I may see Thee, hear Thee, em^ 
brace and love Thee with a pure heart. 

Thy entrance into this vale of tears is full of love 
and goodness towards men. Blessed art Thou Who 
camest in the Name of the Loed, and Who art 
Thyself the Loed of heaven and earth. Come, O 
Divine Saviour ! Come, O my glory ! Come, O the 
desire and happiness of poor sinners. I adore Thee, 
bom in my flesh ; I adore Thee the Incarnate God ; 
I adore Thine infinite love and mercy with which 
Thou camest to us. Thou appearest in a desert land, 
full of evil : Thou art in the midst of sinners, and 
surrounded by poor shepherds; Thou hast made a 
heaven of earth, and a stable, paradise. The angels 
descend from heaven to come and worship Thee on 
earth. Our exile is overwhelmed with glory, and we 
hear the songs of the blessed spirits in this vale of 
tears. Paradise is everywhere where Thou art, for 
in the souls that love Thee, Thou art a paradise of 
pure delights. With Thee, Loed, all is holy, all is 
pure, all is peaceful, sweet, amiable, and happy. 

If Thou seekest us, O my God, without our seeking 
Thee, and if Thou wert willing to enter into our 
miserable dwelling without being invited, what wilt 
Thou do to him who invites, who calls Thee P I call 
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Thee, O Divine Savioub ! with all the strength of my 
soul ; come, Lobd, enter into my soul, and fill it with 
Thy light. How different wert Thou to what Thou 
appearest, O Divine Jesus! human eyes cannot 
discover the mystery of Thy Nature; they behold 
nothing but a feeble, helpless Babe, sleeping among 
animals, as the most abject of human beings : never- 
theless, Thou art the Son of the Eternal Pathbb, 
the Brightness of His Glory, and the Express Image 
of His Person. God infinite. Almighty, the Treasury 
of Divine riches, the Joy of the Blessed, the Delight 
of those who love Thee, the Bliss of those who desire 
Thee, and the Rest of those who possess Thee. Thou 
art at the same time, both Almighty, and most abject, 
O Divine Infant ! Thou didst conceal Thy Majesty, 
God of Glory! so that men may approach Thee 
without fear ; for who would dare to present himself 
before Thee if Thy goodness did not render Thee as 
accessible as Thou art. Come unto my soul, O Divine 
Savioub, and fill it with all good ; dwell with me, and 
by Thy meekness and gentleness subdue the hardness 
of my heart, and transform it with Thy love. Let 
me never be separate from Thee, let my heart grow, 
expand, and acquire strength to love Thee constantly, 
to serve Thee faithfully, and to accomplish Thy holy 
will in all things. 

The voice of gladness is gone forth into all lands ; 
the voice of exultation and salvation in the habitations 
of sinners. A good word is heard, a word of comfort, 
a saying full of joy, and worthy of all acceptation. 
Eejoice, ye mountains, and all ye trees of the wood^ 
elap your hands before the Face of tlio liO^T^^ioic^^ 
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is come. Hear, O Heavens, and give ear, O eartb/ 
be astonished, and give praise, O universe of crear 
tures ; but above all, thou, O man. Jesus Chbist, 
the Son of God is born in Bethlehem-Judah, Who 
so hard of heart, as not to have his soul melted at 
this word ? When have such tidings ever been heard ? 
What hath the world received at any time like this ? 
Jesus Chbist, the Son of God, is born in Bethlehem- 
Judah. O Birth of immaculate sanctity, to be be- 
loved of men for the greatness of the benefits con- 
ferred, unfathomable even by angels for the depth of 
its sacred mystery, and admirable for its singular pre- 
eminence, inasmuch as this is that Birth the like to 
which hath never been seen, nor after it shall be. 
A Virgin brings forth ; the Son of the Highest 
is born, God of God, begotten before the worlds: 
the Word is born a Child: who can sufficiently 
wonder ? 

Ye that dwell in dust, awake, and sing. Lo ! the 
LoBD is come with salvation. He is come with anoint- 
ing and with glory ; for He is salvation. He is anoint- 
ing. He is glory. Jesus is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost. Eevive, ye sick ; Chbist is come 
to heal the contrite in heart with His compassion. 
Jesus then is bom ; let every man rejoice, who by his 
consciousness of sin, stood condemned to eternal 
damnation: for the compassion of Jesus exceedeth 
the utmost magnitude of his sins. Chbist is bom ; 
let him be glad who is wont to be attacked by his old 
sins. I beseech Thee to heal me, O Lobd, and I shall 
be healed ; save me, and I shall be saved ; glorify me, 
and I shall be glorious. So, verily, shall my soul 
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blesB the Lobs, and all that is within me, praise His 
holy name; seeing Thou forgivest all my sins, healest 
all mj infirmities, and satisfiest my soul with good 
things. 



When He humbled Himself unto His own sinful 
creation, He would not let that creation minister to 
Him of its best, as if disdaining to receire offering or 
tribute from a fallen world. He would not accept 
lodging, or entertainment, acknowledgment, or blan< 
dishment, from the kingdom of darkness. He would 
not be made a king. He would not accept where He 
might lay His head. He seemed like other men to 
the multitude. Though conceived of the Holt 
Ghost, He was bom of a poor woman, who, when 
guests were numerous, was thrust aside, and gave 
birth to Him in a place for cattle. O wondrous mys- 
tery I early manifested, that even in Birth, He refused 
the world's welcome. He came to it as a Benefactor, 
not as a Quest, not to borrow from it, but to impart 
to it. 

Let us at this season approach Him with awe and 
love, in Whom resides all perfection, and from Whom 
we are allowed to gain it. Let us come to the Sane* 
tifier to be sanctified. Let us come to Him to learn 
our duty, and to receive grace to do it. May each 
Christmas, as it comes, find us more and more like 
Him, Who as at this time became a little Child for 
our sake, more simple-minded, more humble, more 
holy, more affectionate, more resigned, more happy, 
more full of Gon. 
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There is no room in my heart for the wonder at this 
humility. He, Whom the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain, is not allowed the room of an inn. The many 
mansions of heaven were at His disposal, the earth was 
His, and the fulness thereof, yet He suffered Himself 
to he refused a mean cottage, and complaineth not. 
What measure should discontent us wretched men, 
when Thou, O God, didst fare thus from Thy creatures? 
How should we learn hoth to want and to abound from 
Thee, Who abounding with the glories and riches of 
heaven, wouldst want a lodging in Thy first welcome to 
the earth ! How can it trouble us to be rejected by the 
world ? when He that came to save men is sent for His 
first lodging to the beasts ; the stable is become His inn, 
the crib His bed. O strange cradle of that great King ! 
Saviour, Thou that wert both the Maker and owner 
of heaven and earth, how easy had it been for Thee 
to have made place for Thyself in the throngs of the 
stateliest courts ! Why shouldest Thou be thus 
homely, but that by contemning worldly glories. Thou 
mightest teach us to contemn them, that Thou might- 
est sanctify poverty to them whom Thou callest unto 
want ? that since Thou Who hadst the choice of all 
earthly conditions, wouldst be bom poor and despised, 
those who must want out of necessity might not 
think their poverty grievous. He Who would be led 
into the wilderness amongst wild beasts, to be tempted, 
would come into the house of beasts to be bom, that 
from the height of His Divine glory His humiliation 
might be the greater. How can we be abased low 
enough for Thee, O Saviour ; that hast thus neglected 
Thyself for us! 
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Almighty God, Who hast given us, &c. — Collect 
for Christmas Day, 

I adore, praise, and glorify Thee, O Lobd Jesus 
Chbist, I bless Thee, I give thanks unto Thee, O 
Son of the living God, that for my sake Thou didst 
vouchsafe to be bom of a poor Virgin, in a stable ; to 
be wrapped in mean swaddling clothes and laid in 
a manger. Grant to me, O most gracious Lobd, 
through Thy incomprehensible TfATiYiTT, that being 
bom again, in the sanctity of a new life, I may ever 
appear before Thee in deep humility and poverty of 
spirit. Give me grace patiently to endure all priva- 
tions for Thy sake ; and be Thou my only consolation 
and desire. And as Thou didst vouchsafe to be made 
a partaker of our humanity and mortality, grant that 
I may be a partaker of Thy Divinity and eternity. 
Amen. 

O Eternal God, Patheb Almighty, Who in com- 
passion to lost man didst send Thy only Son to 
become his Eedeemer, have mercy upon us. And 
Thou, O blessed Jesus, Who wast bom in the form 
of a helpless infant, and subject to all our infirmities, 
Who wast bom in poverty and want, that we might 
learn to renounce all pride, and follow Thy great 
humility, look down, we beseech Thee, and vouchsafe 
to give us Thy grace, that we may make Thee our 
Pattern, and become Thy disciples. Have com^^<s^Qvi 
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on us, and perfect in us the work of our redemption ; 
we have no help nor hope but by Thee, no redemption 
of sin but through Thee, no peace with OtOd but 
through Thee, no expectation of blessing nor hopes 
of life but in Thee. Be Thou our God to protect us, 
our Master to teach us, our Light to direct us, our 
Eedeemer to save us, and help us to give Thee glory 
and praise henceforth and for ever. Amen. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

CHRISTMAS DAY^PART II. 

THE ANGELS AinfOTTKCS HIS BIBTH. 



fio^jpil fiatxaiifn* 



S. Luke ii. 8 — 20, 



And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And, lo, 
the angel of the Loud came 
upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them ; 
and they were sore afraid. And 
the angel said unto them, Fear 
not, for behold I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, witich 
shall be to all people. For 
unto you is bom this day in the 
dty of David a Saviour, whidi 
18 Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you. Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling dothes, lying in a 
manger. And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising 
God, and saying. Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men. 



And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now 
go even unto Bethldiem, and 
see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us. And they came 
with haste, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the Babe lying in 
& manger. And when they had 
seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them 
concerning this Child, and all 
they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told 
them by the shepherds. But 
Mary kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart. 
And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for 
all the thmgs that they had 
heard and seen as it was told 
unto them. 



THE A^OELS ANNOUNCE HIS BIBTH. 



That the visitation might be answerable to the 
homeliness of the place, who shall come to congra- 
tulate His Birth, but poor Shepherds ! The kings of 
the earth rest at home, and have no summons to attend 
Him by Whom they reign. God hath chosen the weak 
things of the earth to confound the mighty. In an 
obscure time (the night,) unto obscure men, (Shep- 
herds) doth God manifest the light of His Son, by 
glorious angels. It is not our meanness, O God, that 
can exclude us from the best of Thy mercies ! Tea, 
thus far dost Thou respect persons, that Thou hast 
put down the mighty, and exalted them of low degree. 
If these shepherds had been sleeping in their beds, 
they had no more seen angels, nor heard news of their 
Saviour, than their neighbours; their vigilance ia 
honoured with this heavenly vision. No less than a 
whole choir of angels is worthy to sing the hymn of 
"Glory to God," for the Incarnation of His SoH. 
What joy is enough for us, whose nature He took, and 
whom He came to restore by His Incarnation ? If 
we had the tongues of angels, we could not raise this 
note high enough for the praise of our Glorious 
Bedeemer. No sooner do the Shepherds hear the 
news of a Saviour, than they run to Bethlehem to seek 
Him. Those who left their beds to tend their flocks, 
leave their flocks to inquire after their Saviour. No 
earthly thing is too dear to be forsaken for Cnsist. 
It is not possible that a faithful heart should hear 
where Chbist is, and not labour to the sight and 



THE ANOELS ANNOUNOE HIS BIBTH. 33 

fruition of Him. "Where art Thou, O Saviour, but at 
home in Thine own house, in the assembly of Thy 
Saints ? Where art Thou to be found but in Thy 
Word and Sacraments ? Yea, there Thou seekest for 
us — if there we haste not to seek for Thee, we deserve 
to want Thee, deserve that our want of Thee here, 
should make us want the Presence of Thy Face for 
ever. 



This is He Whom Prophets foretold, Whom Angels 
announced, whom Shepherds visited with eager devo- 
tion. This is He Whom I seek. Whom I love. Whom 
I long to see. Why art thou so fearful, O my soul ? 
Cry, entreat, knock, till the door is opened to you. 
Enter the place of this wondrous tabernacle, up to the 
rery house of Q-od. Advance boldly, and join thyself 
with all thy heart to the Infant newly born ; for He 
will not reject thee ; He will not bid thee fly ; but will 
receive thee, though in silence, and manifest to thee 
His grace. Shrink not from His Presence, as He 
cries in the manger ; it is thy sins He is mourning, no 
hardship of His own. He is come to seek, not to de- 
stroy thee ; He is come to save, not to condemn thee. 
He is come to loose, not to bind thee. He is come to 
suffer ills, not to impose them. He is come to libe- 
xate, not to imprison thee. He is God, you say; 
and in His hand is power and government. Even so. 
But He is come, not only to judge, but to absolve. 
He holds out pity and keeps back vengeance. He 
offers grace, and defers wrath. He displays love and 
forbids fear. He had much rather be loved than 
feared. Say then. Thou art my Saviour and my Ba- 
i> 
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deemer, O Lobd my God ; Thou art welcome to-day. 
O Thou desirable and passing lovely Child, show me 
Thy pity, who am not as yet fit to behold Thy glory ! 
Extend me Thy hand, who have not strength to bear 
Thy righteousness ! Of Thine infinite love, blot out 
all mine iniquity ! I am weak and full of sores : 
heal my soul ! I am blind and naked : O illuminate 
my darkness, and adorn me with true virtues ! I am 
withered and lame : O direct all my footsteps in Thj 
paths! To Thee my heart saith, My face seeketh 
Thee ; Thy Face, Lobd Jesxj, I long to behold ; and 
with the Angels and Shepherds devoutly to visit Thee. 
Por Thou art the Health of my countenance, and my 
God, verily to be loved by me above all things. None 
is fairer than Thou, none more amiable ; none is nobler 
than Thou, none more holy. Thou art wise above all 
the wise ; richer and mightier than all. The heavens 
are Thine, and the earth is Thine, the sea and all that 
therein is; the day is Thine, and the night is Thine; 
Thou hast formed summer and spring, and appointed alt 
things for certain seasons. And yet Thou wert pleased 
to be bom in the darkness of the night ; and the cold 
of winter. O wonderful and ineffable love of God, 
and of my Lobd Jesus Chbist ! He Whom Angels 
in heaven praise and adore is uttering in a manger the 
cries of infancy. O what great thanks am I bound to 
render to my most loving God, my Saviour and Re- 
deemer, born for my salvation ; Who lying in the stable 
with the brute beasts, disdains not an inn, faring like 
one of the poor. Verily, I have nothing worthy of 
praise ; howbeit of a ready will freely I make offering 
to Thee, in token of affection and gratitude. And 
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is I desire to do to Qod's glory, and to humble 
jrself in the eyes of His majesty, Who did humble 
imself even to the form of a little child. 



Wonder, heavens ! and be amazed, O earth, and 
^ery creature, humbly bow down your heads. Bow, 
id adore this incomprehensible mystery, the Wor4 
as made flesh, and dwelt among us. 

But most of all, let us, the fallen children of Adam, 
3W down our faces to the dust ; and prostrate, adore 
) unspeakable a mercy. 

Behold, thus low our Saviour stooped to take us 
om the earth, and raise us to the felicities of His 
lorious kingdom. Thus low He stooped, to check 
le pride of our corrupted nature. 

lift thy voice with joy, O my soul ! and sing ho- 
innas to the new-bom Jesus. Hosanna ! 

Call all the blessed angels to celebrate His birth, 
ttd repeat afresh that heavenly anthem — " Glory to 
K)D," &c. 

Eejoice, all ye faithful nations of the earth, when 
ou hear the sweet Xame of your Eedeemer. Eejoice, 
ad with bended knees and humble hearts, adore the 
ilessed Jesus. 

He is the SoK of the everlasting God ; equally 
articipating the glories of the Patheb. Alleluia ! 
Jleluia ! Alleluia ! 

He is the Great Messias, Whom the Prophets fore- 
>ld, and all the ancients so long expected. Alleluia I 
Jleluia ! Alleluia ! 

J)2 
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To-day for us our Lobd was bom; come, let us 
adore Him. O jojfiil tidings, worthy of an angel's 
mouth ! Behold to us was bom this day a Saviour, 
which is Chbist the Lobd. Alleluia ! 

Wonderful signs, to seek the new-bom King of 
heaven and earth, you shall find Him wrapt in swad- 
dling clothes and laid in a manger. Alleluia! 
blessed harmony of the celestial chorus ! Glory be to 
Gk)D on high, on earth peace, goodwill towards men. 
AUeluia! AUeluia! Alleluia! 



draper. 

All praise, honour and glory be to Thee, O Lobd 
iJEsrs, Who didst send Thine Angels to announce 
Thy birtb to the Shepherds, with hymns of joy, 
that they might seek, and worship Thee. Grant me 
grace to praise Thee with a joyful spirit, and to per- 
severe unweariedly in Thy service, with a pure, sted- 
fast, serene and quiet mind; that I may find my 
only joy and delight in Thee. Amen. 
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CHAPTEE V. 



THE INNOCENTS' DAY. 



dcrtptuie fiavxatiht. 



Rev. xiv. 1. 
I LOOKED, and lo, a Lamb 
stood on the mount Sion, and 
with Him an hundred forty and 
four thousand, having His Fa- 
ther's Name written in their 
foreheads. And I heard a voice 
from heaven, as the voice of 
many waters, and as the voice 
of a great thunder : and I heard 
the voice of harpers harping 
with their harps : and they sung 
as it were a new song before the 
throne, and before the four 
beasts, and the elders ; and no 
man could learn that song, but 
the hundred and forty and four 
thousand, which were redeemed 
from the earth. These are they 
which.werenot defiled with wo- 
men, for they are virgins : these 
are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth : these 
were redeemed from among men, 
being the first-firuits unto God, 



S. Matt. ii. 13. 
The Angel of the Lord ap- 
peareth to Joseph in a dream, 
saying. Arise, and take the 
young Child, and His mother, 
and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I bring thee word ; 
for Herod will seek the yoimg 
Child to destroy Him. When he 
arose, he took the young Child 
and His Mother by night, and 
departed into Egypt, and was 
there until the death of Herod; 
that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet, saying. Out of 
Egypt have I called My Son. 
Then Herod, when he saw that 
he was mocked of the wise men, 
was exceeding wroth ; and sent 
forth, and slew all the children 
that were in Bethlehem, and in 
all the coasts thereof, from two 
years old and under, according 
to the time Yi\mi\i \ifc \Mwi ^3^- 
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and to the Lamb. And in their gently inquired of the wise mc 
mouth was found no guile ; for Then was fulfilled that whii 
they are without hxlt before was spoken by Jeremy the pn 
the throne of God. phet, saying, In Rama was ther 

a voice heard, lamentation, anc 
weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted, 
because they are not. 



VittUttioni. 

Where shall we find more sweet and pure repre- 
sentatives of Chbist's flock, than in these little ones ? 
Where shall we find such praise as is given of those 
who thus died ? ** These are they which were not 
defiled," <&c. They are the very types and first-fruits 
of those who shall enter into the kingdom. These 
blessed spirits throng, as it were, around the Infant 
Child, the cradle of the Virgin-bom ; martyrs, if not 
in will, yet in deed ; martyrs most meet to attend His 
Throne, they minister unto Him their King, not in 
life, but by dying. These blossoms are taken to bloom 
in heaven, before they are blighted by the world; 
they lie upon the threshold of the everlasting mom. 

This history is that of one madly seeking to destroy 
Him, through Whom alone he could live. One jealous 
for his petty sovereignty over a tributary people, 
fearing lest that everlasting kingdom, which was to 
embra<5e the whole earth, and gather into one all the 
kingdoms of the world, should interfere with his brief, 
narrow rule. It is a man fighting against God — and 
as so fighting, baffied; making all every way mm. 
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and missing the one object which he would thereby 
attain ; destroying all, not of the age only of Him he 
Bought, but much above it ; not of the place only 
where He was bom, but all the coasts thereof; and 
by all this accumulated bloodshedding, staining him- 
self with the blood of every child, except that One, 
Whom he sought in all and Whom God guarded. 

The shepherds "returned glorifying and praising 
QoD, to make known the saying which had been told 
them concerning this Child." The kings of the east 
worshipped, offered their gifts, and departed home on 
the way Gk)D appointed them ; but these (Innocents) 
lingered not here ; they were at once perfected ; they 
were the heralds of His mercy, not to those on earth, 
but to the heavenly Hosts. Scarcely had our Lobd 
appeared on earth, but, so large were the overflowings 
of His goodness, that they could not be restrained. 
His new-bom mercies reached to all — all fell under 
the shadow of Has Cross ; all tasted it for one moment 
of bitterness; and then all, through its imparted 
virtue, were lifted at once, bedewed with His holy 
Blood, from earth to Paradise, speechless witnesses to 
the blessedness of His Cross, the privilege of being 
nigh to Bam, the unspeakable greatness of being in- 
volved in His sufferings. 

Are we, then, to look upon this as so entirely an in- 
sulated case, that we must gaze on it, and wonder, and 
gain no comfort ? Bather is it not a pledge of His 
mercy to all our infants, whom He allows to be 
brought near unto Him P If these poor mangled 
forms of speechless clay were, indeed, the first chosen 
witnesses of His mercy, His Martyrs, why should it 
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seem a strange thing to say (which the Church has 
ever believed) that all our baptized infants should 
thereby become His members ? And since they are 
such, henceforth we may readily trust Q-OD with every 
thing of theirs besides, their sickness or their health, 
their ease or their sufferings, their lives or their death, 
since how should He not have " freely given all things" 
to those whom He has made members of His Son ? 

This, then, is one great lesson of the festival, the 
great dignity of children. "We meet to celebrate how 
little ones, like our own, were called upon to glorify 
God by their deaths ; and in the dignity so conferred 
upon them, we should see the great worth and value 
of those entrusted to us. In them our Lobd en- 
nobled the whole age of childhood, as He sanctified it 
by Himself taking it upon Him. We dare not, then^ 
look upon them as what they seem ; we may not dare 
to make them (as the blind world often makes them) 
playthings in their first years, playmates in the next: 
Infancy and childhood are sacred things. They are 
bom candidates for life everlasting ; when re-born in 
Baptism they are members of Him> Who filleth heaven 
and earth. This we should impress upon ourselves in 
all our treatment of them ; they have been re-bom to 
live for ever ; we may not treat them lightly ; not de- 
ceive them though it seem to us for their good : not 
indulge them foolishly, though it cost us trouble ; but 
must bear in mind — as we would avoid His woe on 
those " who cause any of these little ones to offend" — 
in all we do in their presence, towards them, with 
regard to them, that amidst all their weakness, igno- 
rance, helplessness, simplicity,, they are not only the 
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odies which we see, and the souls which we believe, 
ut spirits also from the Tathee of spirits, which are 
) be presented one day before the Presence of His 
lory ; and woe be to tts, if through our fault they are 
ot '* presented blameless." 



O Almighty God, Who out of the mouths, &c. — 
'oiled for Innocents' Day. 

O God, Who by the death of the Holy Innocents, 
Eist taught Thy Church that no age nor occasion of 
iffering for our Saviour is exempt from reward ; 
pant, we beseech Thee, that our celebration of this 
istival may make us adore the gracious dispensations 
I Thy providence, that our hearts may be confirmed 
L an entire resignation to Thy will, and assured that 
1 our sufferings shall conduce to our eternal ad- 
Euitage. 

Make us, we beseech Thee, (and the children of 
lis family,) to be as becomes Chbist's little ones, 
lildren in humility and teachableness, in cheerful- 
3S8, in obedience, and in reverence, in gratitude for 
by bounty, and in all dependence on Thee, that so at 
st Thou mayest embrace us in the arms of Thy 
ercy, and invite us to the everlasting habitations of 
hy Fathee's house. Amen. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 



THE CIBCTJMCISIOK OF CHBIST. 



S. Luke ii. 15. 



And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come to 
pass, which the Lord hath 
made known imto us. And 
they came with haste, and 
found Mary and Joseph, and 
the Babe lying in a manger. 
And when they had seen it, 
they made known abroad the 
saying which was told them 
concerning this Child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at 



those things which were told 
them by the shepherds. But 
Mary kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart 
And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising GrOD for 
all the things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told unto 
them. And when eight days 
were accomplished for the cir- 
cumcising of the Child, Wb 
Name was called JESUS, 
which was so named of the 
angel before He was conceived 
in the womb. 



Our Blessed Saviour, commencing in humiKty, 
which is the root and guardian of all virtues, receives 
on the eighth day the seal of Circumcision, and thus 
early shed His precious Blood for us, that He might 
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show Himself to be that true Saviour, Who had been 
promised to the Fathers, and made like unto His 
brethren in all things, excepting sin and ignorance. 

On this day two great mysteries were done : — 

First, the Name of Jesus was made manifest ; 

Secondly, He began to shed His Blood, and suffer 
for our redemption. 

First, The Name of Jesus, that Holy Name, in 
which alone is salvation, was this day made manifest 
to the world. That Name which He took to Himself 
from all etemifcy, and which was named of the Angel 
before He was conceived in the womb. This Name of 
Jesus is sweet and glorious, bringing pardon to the 
penifcent, and peace to the troubled heart ; and it is 
most worthy of all adoration and honour, for it is 
d Name which is above every name, that at the Name 
7/ Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
%nd things in earth, and things under the earth, and 
•very tongue should confess that Jesus Chbist is Lobd, 
\o the Glory of Gojy the Fatheb. Philip, ii. 9 — 11. 
This Name was consecrated from everlasting — given of 
&0D — desired of Patriarchs — foretold by Prophets — 
iccomplished in this time of grace — magnified by 
A.postles — ^witnessed to by Martyrs, — ^and acknow- 
edged and honoured by all believers to the end of the 
world. 

Before the saving Name of Jesus, who can remain 
lardhearted, lukewarm, or slothful ? Whose heart is 
lot kindled with feelings of penitence and love ? No- • 
ihing so restrains the violence of anger, so stills the 
jwellings of pride, heals the wounds of envy, extin- 
ruishes the &:e of lust, quenches the thirst oi ^n^ixv^^^ 



44 THE CIECTTMCISIOK OF CHBIST. 

and puts to flight the temptation to every impure af- 
fection, as when I set Jesus before me, as a Man, 
meek and lowly in heart, kind, temperate, chaste, piti- 
ful, and conspicuous for all purity and holiness, and at 
the same time Himself the Almighty Q-od, Who, 
while He heals us by His example, strengthens us by 
His aid. Therefore, whatsoever we do, let us do all 
things in the Name of the Loed Jesus. In His 
Name begin, by His help prosecute, and to His praise 
conclude all our words and works. He Himself says, 
" Whatsoever ye shall ask the Tathee in My Name, 
He will give it you,** S. John xvi. 23. We ought, there- 
fore, to use this Name in all our prayers, and frame our 
petitions thereon. It is for this reason all the prayers 
of the Church end in the Name of the Loed Jesus. 

The second mystery is, that to-day our Loed Jesus 
began to suffer for our Eedemption, and, in His Cir- 
cumcision, to shed His most Precious Blood for uik 
Thus early did He begin to suffer for us, and although 
He knew no sin, yet did He undertake to bear the 
pain for our sins. 

Jesus was circumcised as if He had been subject to 
the Law. Eirst, that He might show Himself to be 
of the seed of Abraham^ who received the covenant of 
Circumcision, and to whom the promise was made 
concerning Cheist. Secondly, that He might satisfy 
the Jews of His likeness to the Fathers, and remove 
all excuse for their not believing in Him. Thirdly, that 
He might make good the old law, and the Circumcision 
instituted by God, and show it to have been holy, just 
and good. Fourthly, that by His example. He might 
commend to us the virtue of obedience and humilityi 
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by Himself observing a precept of the Law to which 
He was not subject. Fifthly, that He might Himself 
fulfil the law which He gave to others. Sixthly, that by 
bearing the burden of the laws in Himself, He might 
free those from the burden who were not able to bear 
it. See Gal. iv. Lastly, that He might show us the 
reality of His Humanity, and teach us the necessity of 
spiritual circumcision. 

This day Circumcision ceases, and we have Baptism 
in its place : a rite more full of grace. For the super- 
vening grace of Baptism destroys the Circumcision of 
the flesh, just as the flowers fall off and decay on the 
appearance of the fruit. 

Carnal circumcision represents the circumcision of 
the spirit, by which the soul is freed from corruption. 
"We ought therefore to practise spiritual circumcision 
in all our members; for Cheist was circumcised to 
teach us to cut off all sins and vicious habits. Our 
hearts and minds should be circumcised from all evil 
and worldly affections, from false and rash judgments, 
from wicked desires or intentions, that we may not 
cherish before God in the secret of our hearts anything 
which we should be ashamed to say or do openly before 
men ; for the thoughts are to God what words and acts 
are to men. We should likewise circumcise our 
tongues from all words of scandal, detraction, false- 
hood, or bitterness, since we shall have to give account 
for every idle word, before the judgment-seat of God. 
We ought also to cut off all unlawful, forbidden, 
voluptuous pleasures, and all superfluities, and to with- 
draw ourselves not only from sin, but also from all 
occasion thereof. 
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{RttiitAiiotni. 

Why, O Blessed Saviour, wouldst Thou suffer 
thus early, but that by the power of Thy Circumcision 
the same might be done in our souls that was done 
to Thy Body ? We cannot therefore be Thine, if 
our hearts be uncircumcised. Do Thou that in us 
which was done to Thee for us, cut off the superfluity 
of our maliciousness, that we may be holy in Thee 
and by Thee. 

Behold, O Divine Saviour, the time is come in which 
Thou didst begin to satisfy the desire which burned 
within Thee, of shedding Thy Blood for sinners. 
How early didst Thou enter upon these first sorrows, 
which Thou wert to suffer for us. Where, O my 
God, can I find a love like Thine ? O that my heart 
went forth to Thee, as Thine doth to me ! But alas ! 
I delay my conversion, and am always slothful in Thy 
service. The law of circumcision was not for Thee, 
but Thou didst submit to it, because it was a law of 
suffering, and in order to teach me that law of love, 
which made Thee the victim for sinners. 

It could not satisfy Thy love to become man, to be 
bom a poor infant, subject to our miseries; Thou 
didst still further desire to appear as a sinner, and to 
receive the remedy for sin, from which Thou wast 
entirely free. But how couldst Thou, Who hast such 
a hatred of sin, consent to pass for a sinner ? It is 
the deformity of sin, which makes hell so horrible, 
and it is its spot which stains our soids, and makes 
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US lose heaven, and become objects of Thy displeasure. 
Whence is it, then, O my God, that Thou, Who art 
essential holiness, shouldst vouchsafe to take on 
Thyself the form of a sinner, and submit to the 
remedy which Thou hast appointed for sin ? 

But what needest Thou, O Infinite Purity ! Who 
art the true Messiah, and the Salvation of sinners, 
what needest Thou with the remedy for sin ? O 
Infinite Love, I magnify Thee ! I adore Thy bound- 
less goodness ! I praise the incomprehensible designs 
of Thy Eternal Wisdom. 

Thou hatest sin, but lovest the sinner; and art 
willing to suffer his punishment : Thou hast charged 
Thyself with my sins to draw upon Thee the chastise- 
ment which I deserved. O my Saviour, Who art 
infinitely pure, what hast Thou found in me that 
Thou shouldst love me thus P It was to satisfy Thy 
boundless love for sinners, that Thou didst stoop to 
what was most abject and humiliating. 

Is it possible, O Divine Saviour! that Thou art 
punished for me, and that I desire still to remain 
guilty and impenitent ? O Eatheb of mercies, have 
pity upon a prodigal son ! O Divine Purity, heal this 
leper! O Eternal Life, raise this dead soul! Let 
Thy precious Blood fall on me, that all creatures may 
glorify Thee, on seeing in Thee (by my conversion) 
such mighty power, hidden under such weakness ; and 
that they may know, that although Thou appearesfc as 
a sinner. Thou canst change sinners into saints, and 
cause the poorest and most miserable to become, in 
Thee, the richest and most happy. 

Thou wouldst not, O Saviour, have ttikeu ^i^i*^ 
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Name of Jesits, with bo much sufEering in sli 
Thy Blood, if Thou werfc deaf to the cry of my miflery. 
Por Thou art called Jesfs, because Thou sayest Thy 
people from their sins. Behold me, then, O Lord, a 
sinner at Thy feet ; and by Thy saving iN'ame, sare 
me from my sins : Thou knowest the wants of mj 
soul, do whatsoever Thou pleasest. Thy Holy Name 
Bufficoth for my consolation — ^I will write it upon my 
heart, and upon all my senses. By it I shall be in- 
vincible against hell, terrible to devils, known in 
heaven, and recognised by Thee. Thou art Jssus, 
because thou art a Saviour ; and Thou art my Jesub, 
because I am a sinner. 

Sing, O guilty soul, the mercies of Jesits ; fear no 
more any creature. Sing with joy whilst He is in 
the manger; thou wilt weep when He is on the 
Cross. Speak to Him of thy sins ; and in singing 
the glory of His Name, say, O merciftil Jesus, 
gracious and Divine Saviour, the Desire of the N^tionB, 
the Companion of my pilgrimage! O Jesus, my 
Friend, my Saviour, my King, and my All, dwell in 
my heart, which sighs after Thee, and desires to love 
Thee. It is true that it is the heart of a sinner, bat 
it is equally true, that Thou art my Saviour. 



ft»mn. 

To-day our Lobd was circumcised, and received 
the sweet and saving name of Jesus. Alleluia! 
Come, let us adore Him ! Come, let us adore, Ac. 
To-day our blessed Saviour, That was Lobd of the 
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wr, and by His perfect purity absolutely exempt, 
idertook for us the smart of circumcision, and dis- 
mour of being reckoned among sinners. Alleluia ! 
To-day. was given the name above every name, that 
I the name of Jesttb every knee should bow, of 
lings in heaven, of things on earth, of things under 
le earth. Alleluia ! Alleluia ! Alleluia ! 

O blessed Jesus! make good to us Thy precious 
ame, and save us from our sins, that now we may 
3gin a new year of virtue, and cancel by a true 
)pentance all the failings of the old. Alleluia ! 

Fi» Our infant Lobd endured the knife. 

B. So circumcise the concupiscence of our hearts. 



Almighty God, Who madest, &c. — Collect for the 
ircumcision. 

All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O merciful 
aviour. Who didst vouchsafe to be bom of a Virgin, 
nder the law, and to be circumcised on the eighth 
ay, that Thou mightest shed Thy precious Blood 
>r us ; and for our consolation didst take the Name 
f Jesus. Circumcise my heart, I beseech Thee, O 
3mpassionate Saviour ! that I may do nothing either 
I thought, word, or deed, contrary to Thy holy will. 
lay the thought of God be ever in my mind, and 
rant that all my conversation may be of the precepts 
f the Most High, and all my actions directed in 
le way of Thy commandments. And aa TViou, O 

B 
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LoED, didst vouchsafe to be called Jssirs the Saviour, 
grant that the remembrance of this Blessed Name, 
may drive from me all weakness and vacillation of 
mind, and make me steadfast in Thy service. Protect 
me, by this saving Name, from all the snares and de- 
vices of the Devil ; and make me ever to feel that in 
Thee alone is all my hope, and my salvation. Amen. 
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CHAPTEE vrr. 

THE EPIPHAirr, OB ICAITrFESTATIOK OF OHEIST TO 
THE OENTILES. 

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring 
presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer 
gifts. Psalm Ixxii. 10. 

See also Numb. xxiv. 17. Isa. Ix. 6. 



6oifA j^arratt^e* 

S. Matt. ii. 1. 

When Jesus was bom in Jerusalem with him. And when 

Bethlehem of Judaea, in the days he had gathered all the chief 

of Herod the king, behold, priests and scribes of the people 

there came wise men from the together, he demanded of them, 

east to Jerusalem, saying, where Christ should be bom. 

Where is He that is bom King And they said unto him, In 

of the Jews ? for we have seen Bethlehem of Judsea : for thus 

His star in the east, and are it is written by the prophet, 

come to worship Him. When And thou, Bethlehem, in the 

Herod the king had heard these land of Juda, art not the least 

things, he was troubled, and all among the ptinceA oi. ^^o^ *, 
e2 
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for out of thee shall come a Go- 
vernor that shall rule My people 
Israel. Then Herod, when he 
had privily called the wise men, 
inquired of them diligently 
what time the star appeared. 
And he sent them to Beth- 
lehem, and said, Go, and search 
diligently for the young Child, 
and when ye have found Him, 
hring me word again, that I may 
come and worship Him also. 
When they had heard the king, 
they departed ; and lo, the star 
which they saw in the east went 
before them, till it came and 



stood over where the young 
Childwas. When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced with exceed- 
ing great joy. And when tiiej 
were come into the house, they 
saw the young Child with Mary 
His mother, and fell down and 
worshipped Him : and when tiiej 
had opened their treasures, ^bej 
presented unto Him gifts; gold, 
and frankinoense, and myrrh. 
And being warned of GrOD in a 
dream that they should not re- 
turn to Herod, they departed 
into their own country another 
way. 



Sleflecttonsl. 



On the thirteenth day, Jesus manifested Himself 
to the Magi, who were Gentiles, in fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Balaam, that a " Star should arise out of 
Jacob," &c., showing that the rising of a new star was 
a sign of Chbist's birth. This the Magi knew by 
inspiration. 

The Church of the Gentiles was this day received as 
the Bride of Cheist. To the Jews He appeared on 
the day of His Birth, in the person of the Shepherds, 
and but few of them received the word of God. This 
is peculiarly the festival of the Gentile Church. 

The star disappeared, when the Magi entered the 
holy city, for many reasons. 

1st. Por the Magi — that they who had been admo- 
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nished by the celestial sign, might be confirmed by 
the Prophetic word, which they heard from the Jewish 
Doctors, 

2ndly. For Chbist's sake — that His Birth might 
be proclaimed in the Eoyal City, and the prophecy 
respecting the place of His Nativity be shown to be 
accomplished. 

3rdly. That the apathy of the Jews might stand 
condemned, by their zeal ; because when the Gentiles 
diligently, and from far, sought Cheist, they would 
not move a step to seek Him. 

4thly. That in not receiving Him, they might be 
without excuse, since they had notice of His coming, 
inasmuch as the Magi showed them the time, as they 
showed the Magi the place of His Nativity. In this 
was prefigured the future devout reception of the 
Faith of Chbist, by the Gentiles — and the rejection 
of it by the Jews, the greater part of whom remained 
in unbelief. 

Herod was troubled, when he heard of the Child. 
"What will be the tribunal of the Judge, when proud 
kings are terrified at the cradle of the Infent ? Let 
kings now fear Him, sitting at the right hand of His 
Fathee, Whom the impious king feared while hanging 
on His mother's breast. Herod and the Jews were 
told that Cheist should be born in Bethlehem of 
Judah, and yet they did not go out to see Him. Like 
the builders of Noah's Ark, who provided others with 
the means of escape, and yet perished themselves in 
the deluge; they showed the Fountain of Life to 
others, and yet died themselves of thirst — ^like good 
preachers and evil livers. 
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Herod's message to the Magi was, to bring him 
word, when they had found the Child, that he might 
go and worship Him. He was promising deyotion, 
even when he was whetting his sword-^such are hy- 
pocrites — ^they hide their malice under the doak of 
humility, and crucify the Soir of God a&esh. Such 
are they who ahuse the Mystery of the Holy Com- 
munion, they counterfeit devotion, at the same time 
that they kill Him as much as in them lieth. He 
that eateth and drmketh unworthily, is guilty of the 
Body and Blood of Cheist. 1 Cor. ix. 27. 

The Magi worship, and bend the knees both of soul 
and body to the Child Jesus, and rererently adore 
Him as the True Qod in the flesh. They honour TTim 
as King, and worship Him as Qon. They see TTito as 
Man, they acknowledge Him as God. They £sdl down 
in token of humility, vnthout which none can indy 
worship : for every worshipper should lay aside all 
pomp and self-confidence, that the humiliation which 
he shows by his body, he may bear in his soul before 
the Eyes of God ; and offering Him the sacrifice of a 
broken and contrite heart, may commit his soul to 
Him to be cured. 

How great must have been the exultation of the 
Blessed Virgin, when she saw Him, "Whom she had 
lately borne, worshipped as God! How great was 
the faith of these Magi, to believe, that little Childy so 
meanly clad, with His poor Parents, in so abject a 
place, without company, without attendants, without 
any furniture, to believe that that Child was a Xing, 
and the true God ! They believed Him to be both ; 
for they would never have worshipped a Child, had 



I 
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they believed Him only such: they knew His Di- 
vinity by Divine revelation, and they worship Him, 
and offer Him their presents. But where is the 
purple of the King P is it those mean swaddling clothes 
in which He is wrapped? Where is His diadem? 
But ye see Him truly in the diadem with which His 
mother crowned Him — ^in the sackcloth of our mor- 
tality. But whence is it that ye worship Chbist ? 
Ye have not found so great faith in Israel. Ye are 
not offended at the vile habitation of the stable, nor 
the poor cradle of the Manger. Ye are not scan- 
dalized at the presence of the poor Mother, nor the 
Infancy of the Child. How did wise men become 
such fools as to worship a Child of mean and poor 
parents ? They became fools, that they might be 
made wise : for the Spirit taught them before, what 
He afterwards preached to the Apostles, *^ He that 
will be wise let him become a fool, that he may be 
wise, (1 Cor. iii. 18.) 

"Was it not to be feared that they would be scan- 
dalised, and think themselves mocked when they saw 
80 much unworthy of a King ? "Prom the royal city, 
where they conjectured the King was to be sought ; 
they are directed to Bethlehem, a little village. They 
entered the stable and found a little Infant wrapped 
in swaddling clothes ; but the stable had no meanness 
for them. They were not offended at the clothing — 
nor scandalized by the InfiEmcy of the Child — but 
they fall down before Him : they reverence Him as 
King: and worship Him as Gob. Assuredly, He 
Who led them had likewise taught them. He 
Who admonished them by the Star mt\io\A, laixssL^ 
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self taught them inwirdlj in the chamber of tiie 
heart. 

Had ther come seeking mn earthly king, thej would 
hare been more confounded than delighted ; for thej 
would hare undergone the toil of bo long a journey in 
Tain. But now, since thej were seeking a heayenly 
King, though they saw nothing kinglj in Him, jet, 
satisfied with the witness of the Star alone, their ejes 
rejoiced to behold a mean Child — and why p Because 
the Spirit in their hearts, showed Him to be the 
Mighty King. 

They found Him, not commanding the demons, not 
raising the dead, not giving sight to the blind, nor 
steps to the lame, nor speech to the dumb, nor en- 
gaged in any Divine action, as the Jews saw Him, 
but as a silent Child, reposing in His Mother^s care, 
with no sign of power in Him, bnt the great mirade 
of humility. 

The whole of the Saviour's Life, conquering the 
Devil and the world, was conceived in humility^ and 
was finished in humility ; and He ended His appointed 
days in persecution. The Child wanted not the 
patience of suffering, nor did the Sitefsheb want the 
meekness of the Child. All the discipline of Chris- 
tian wisdom consists, not in the abundance of words, 
not in subtilty of disputation, not in thirst of glory; 
but in that true voluntary humility, which Jesus chose 
and taught, with all patience, from His mother's womb, 
to the punishment of His Cross. Wouldst thou too 
conquer the Devil and the world ? Strive with all thy 
might to keep humility and patience, after the ex- 
ample of Chbist — ^fortified with these, thou wilt, in the 
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strength of Cheist easily overcome thine enemies, 
visible and invisible. 

The Magi offer gifts, — The Magi followed the 
custom of their nation, in offering gifts, and yet they 
did it under Divine inspiration, signifying by their 
gifts, that He, though mortal, was their King and 
liOBD God, and by them worshipping the regal power, 
the Divine Majesty, and the Humanity of Cheist. In 
the offerings of gold, which is a royal gift, they showed 
that the Child was a King, and that it became Him. 
The Divine Majesty is signified by frankincense, which 
being offered in sacrifice to God, showed that this 
Child was God ; it was a Sacerdotal offering also, 
and that Child was a Priest, to Whom none was ever 
equal. The Humanity is represented by the myrrh. 

As they offered, so let us offer to God first our 
heart and will, then the fruit of good works. Let us 
offer to Jesus the gold of Charity, loving all men for 
Him ; the frankincense of devotion, doing all things 
to His glory, and the myrrh of mortification, by sub- 
duing our passions and lusts. 

Thus in the Nativity of our Loed, things new con- 
curred beyond the measure of human admiration. 
The Angel in the Temple speaks to Zachariah, and 
promises him a son by Elizabeth — the Priest, not be- 
lieving the Angel, becomes dumb, and the barren 
woman conceives. The Virgin bears a Son: John 
exults in his mother's womb. Cheist the Loed is 
announced at His Birth, by Angels, and is proclaimed 
to the Shepherds as the Saviour of the world — ^Angels 
rejoice, Shepherds exult, great joy arises m\iew^Ti «sA 
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earth at this wonderful Nativity. A new minude, of 
a Star from heaven, is shown to the Magi, by which, 
the LoBD of heaven and earth, the King of the Jews 
is known to be bom. 



O my Saviour ! scarcely art Thou bom, when Thou 
callest the poor Shepherds, and settest a Star in the 
East to invite the Magi unto Thee. Thou didst not 
wish to be a moment upon earth without seeking to, 
and drawing us to Thee, that Thou mightest enrich us 
with Thy gifts. 

Thou didst, O Divine Light ! call the Magi by the 
brightness of a material Star, but at the same time 
Thou didst draw them, by an inward conviction, to 
seek Thee. Though Thou wast concealed under the 
form of an Infant, and wrapped in swaddling dothes, 
in a mean cottage. Thou didst teach them to recognise 
Thee, and to adore Thee as their Lobd and Gon. It 
was there that they lost all earthly thoughts, that they 
raised their desires, and consecrated their love to 
Thee, that they submitted their will to Thy law and 
service, — that they regarded Thee as their treasure, 
and that Thou didst begin in them, as the first-fruits 
of the Gentiles, to take possession of the souls which 
Thou hadst come on earth to seek. 

Thou didst call them, lead them, and teach them 
Thy secrets, — Thou didst satisfy all their desires, and 
fill their hearts with joy and consolation. What thanks 
ought we not to render Thee, O my Gon, for all the 
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enefits whicli Thou hast bestowed on us, even when 
e were most unworthy ! 

Unhappy is that sinful soul, which has seen Thy 
light, and again plunged into darkness ; which has felt 
'hy love, and returned again to its former coldness ; 
^hich has received the pardon of its sins, and committed 
hem afresh. O Divine Saviour, Who, bearing with 
his horrible ingratitude, still waitest for me, and pre- 
entest me by Thy grace, I deplore before Thee, in the 
ittemess of my soul, all these sins, of which I have 
een guilty. Notwithstanding all my perfidy. Thou 
) my Saviour, art always my faithftd Priend, and the 
Jood Shepherd of this wandering sheep. Blessed be 
!hy Name, Thou hast not cast me into hell, nor aban- 
oned me to the malice of devils, — Thou hast not en- 
irely cast me off, nor condemned me to be eternally 
eparated from Thee. I pray Thee, O my Qod, not to 
live me from Thy House, but receive me still among 
?hy servants, that I may be holy, as Thou desirest me, 
nd that Thou mayest say to my soul, " I am thy Sal- 
ation." Then, humbled and convinced of its own 
weakness, it will seek Thee with more ardour, and 
!?hou wilt be glorified by the return of a prodigal 
hild. 

I cast myself at Thy feet, vile as I am, and I adore 
Phy Divine Majesty, concealed under the veil of In- 
ancy. I consecrate myself, with these holy Kings, 
or ever to Thy service. I conjure Thee, O Saviour^ 
o receive me with them. I am poor, and have neither 
jold, nor incense, nor myrrh to offer Thee, Mid to ac- 
knowledge that Thou art Gov, the Immortal King ; 
\\xt I offer Thee all that Thou hast g^ven. me^ «sA ^ 
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that Thou art. I offer Thee my understanding, that 
Thou mayest enlighten it with Thy knowledge and 
eternal truth ; my memory, that it may be only filled 
with Thee, and that Thou shouldst efi&ce all that is 
displeasing to Thee ; my will, that purified by Thy 
love, it may love Thee with all its strength. Give me 
Paith to recognize Thee as my Sovereign Lobd, my 
Creator, my God, and my All. Give me Hope that 
may elevate my heart to those blessings which Thou 
hast promised, and Charity, which vdll make me sigh 
after Thy heavenly treasures. 

But as Thou, Loed, didst receive the gifts of the 
Magi, with their hearts, and didst enlighten them with 
Thy knowledge, and prevent them from returning to 
Herod, Thy enemy, — illuminate me also, O Divine 
Light ; lead me, O Supreme Truth ; raise me again, 
O Uncreated Life. Separate from me all that dis- 
pleases Thee ; but drive me not from' Thy Presence. 
Permit me to dwell at Thy Feet : it is there, O Divine 
Jesus, that I find my happiness, my joy, my delight, 
and that I possess that " peace of God which passeth 
all understanding." 

To-day the wise men brought presents to our Lobd, 
Alleluia! Come, let us adore Him. Alleluia! Alle- 
luia! Alleluia! 

To-day the wise men were led by a star to the 
cradle of our Lobd, and, faUing down, adored Him, 
and offered Him their royal presents, of gold, of 
frankincense, and myrrh. Alleluia 1 
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Now were the first-fruits of the Gentiles consecrated 
to the LoBD, and that sacred prophecy happily ful- 
filled, " The Gentiles shall come to Thy light, and 
kings to the brightness of Thy coming." Alleluia ! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 



God, Who by the leading of a star, &c. — Collect 
for the Bay. 

1 adore, praise, and glorify Thee, O gracious Jesfs, 
I bless and give thanks to Thee, O Son of the Living 
God, Who, at Thy Birth, didst reveal Thyself to 
the Magi by the leading of a Star, and give them faith 
to fall down and worship Thee, offering to Thee gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and then madest 
them return to their own land another way. May the 
light of Thy grace, O Merciful Jesfs, enlighten the 
darkness of my conscience, that by Thy glorious ap- 
pearing, I may obtain the full knowledge of Thee, and 
of myself, and be so inwardly united to Thee, that 
like these holy men I may seek and worship Thee, 
offering to Thy Divine Majesty, the myrrh of inward 
contrition, the frankincense of devout prayer, and the 
gold of fervent charity. Grant that, as I have departed 
from the regions of heavenly felicity, by the way of 
darkness and sin, I may return to it, under Thy 
guidance, by the way of truth and grace. Amen. 
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THE FSESElirrATIOB' OF OHSIST IK THB TE]£ 



Ooi^el ftwcxaiiht. 



S. Luke U. : 



And when the days of her 
ponfication aoooidmgto the hnr 
of Moses were accomplished, 
they brought Him to Jemsalem, 
to present Hun to the Load ; (as 
it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, Every male that openeth 
the womb shall be called holy to 
the Lord ;) and to offer a sacii- 
fice, according to that which is 
said in the Law -of the Lord, 
A pair of tortle-dores, or two 
young pigeons. And behold, 
there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon; and 
the same man was just and de- 
vout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel : and the Holy Ghost 
was upon him. And it was re- 
vealed unto him by the Holt 
Ghost that he should not see 
death before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ. And he came 
by the Spirit into the Temple ; 
and when the parents brought 



in the Child Jbsus, to 
Him after the custom 
Law, then took he Hin 
his anns, and Mp-jumd Q 
said, Lord, now lettes 
Thy servant depart in pe 
cording to Thy word ; f 
eyes have seen Thy sa 
which Thou hast prepw 
fore the fkce of all pei 
Lighttolighten the Grenti 
the glory of Thy people 
And Joseph and His '. 
marvelled at those thing) 
were spoken of Him. J 
meon blessed them ai 
unto Mary His Mothc 
hold, this Child is set 
fell and rising again of o 
Israel; and for a sign 
shall be spoken against ; 
sword shall pierce throu 
own soul also,) that the tl 
of many hearts may be re 
And there was one Anm 
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), the daughter of Pha- thanks likewise unto the Lord, 

if the tribe of Aser ; she and spake of Him to all them 

f a great age, and had that looked for redemption in 

with a husband seven Jerusalem. And when they had 

from her virginity : and performed all things according 

8 a widow of about four- to the Law of the Lord, they 

nd four years; which de- returned into Galilee to their 

not from the temple, but own city Nazareth. And the 

God with fastmgs and Child grew, and waxed strong in 

a night and day. And spirit, filled with wisdom ; and 

ming in that instant gave the grace of God was upon Him. 

ere was a double liaw respecting a new-bora 
: one general, — that when the days of the mo- 
i purification were ended, the child should be 
jht to the Temple, and a sacrifice be given for 
the other law was special, — for the first-bom, 
of man and beast, that they should be holy to 
JOBD, and dedicated to Him. From the day in 
1 the LoBD slew the first-bom of the Egyptians^ 
g the sons of Israel, this law took effect. But 
did QoD thus claim the first-bom, and the first- 
I of the earth ? To teach us to offer to Him the 
fruit, and the best and dearest of all that we have. 
:ST then being bom of a woman, and the Eirst- 
woidd be subject to the law. 
) Who came to fulfil the law, and to make an end 
ceremonially, subjected Himself to it, that He 
b give no scandal to the Jews, — deliver us from 
oke, — and give us an example of humility and 
ence. 
B parents offered the offering of tine "500T,\»Ci ^^-^ 
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US that He was become poor to enrich us ; as He took 
our mortality to make us immortal^ and to teack us 
that having food and raiment, we should be therewith 
content. 

He who, like holy Simeon, would embrace Jisttb 
and depart in peace, must pray with all diligence to 
have the Spibit for his Guide, as Simeon had, — most 
come into the Temple, and after the pattern of those 
in whom God dwelleth, must long and pray that he 
may ever dwell in the House of the Lobd, and wait 
for His coming; then shall he depart, and not see 
death, who hath seen the Lobd of Life. 

Jesus embraced by Simeon. — Chbist is here com- 
mended of Simeon by four Names, as Peace, Salvation, 
Light, and Glory ; and in these four consists His pe^ 
feet commendation. It is a compendium of the Gospel 
That which regards His Licarnation is comprehended 
in Peace, for He is our Peace, Who hath made both 
one, Who hath united both Natures in One Person, 
and hath conjoined two peoples in one, giving peace to 
those who are far off, and to them who are nigh ; Who 
hath made peace between God and man. 

Secondly, whatever relates to His preaching, Life^ 
and Miracles, is comprehended in Light. He saith 
Himself, "I am the Light of the world." 

Thirdly, whatever regards His Eedemption and 
Passion, is comprehended in Salvation. 

And, fourthly, all that respects His Besurrection 
and Ascension, is comprehended in Glory. 

Thus the song of Simeon contains the fulness oi 
the praise of Chbist, and the consolation of the dyinj 
old man ; and therefore it is sung at Evening Prayer. 
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Thus does the Birth of the Lobd receive testimony 
not only from Angels and Prophets, Magi and Shep- 
herds, but also from old men, and just. Every age, 
both sexes, and miraculous events build up our faith. 
A Virgin bears a Son, the barren woman brings forth, 
the dumb speaks. (S. Luke i. 7, 20, 57, 64.) Eliza- 
beth prophesies, the Magi adore, the widow confesses, 
the just man waits for Him. He is set for the fall and 
rising again of many, — for the fall of the proud, who 
think they stand, — for the raising of the humble, who 
think they do not stand. He came to destroy the 
kingdom of sin, and to erect the kingdom of virtue ; 
for both cannot grow together. There can be no rise 
of virtues, until there be a fall of sins. Pride falls by 
His humility ; covetousness by His poverty ; and wan- 
tonness by His chastity. Envy falls by His mercy ; 
gluttony by His sobriety ; wrath by His meekness and 
patience; sloth by His labours and wAtchings. He 
was set for a sign, and as a mark for every arrow, for 
every random shot of every wanton tongue. He was 
set for the manifestation of the hearts of men. At 
His Passion the veil of the Temple— the type of men's 
hearts — was rent; then the hidden shrine was laid 
bare ; then was it seen who would believe, and who 
would not. 

Testimony of Anna, — The venerable and aged pro- 
phetess too, bore her testimony to the Incarnate Sok 
of God. Fitting it was that He who came to redeem 
all ages, and both sexes, and all professions, should 
receive the testimony of all at His birth. Never was 
Buch an offering made since the world began. Never 
did woman bom give thanks for sucli s^ g^\i\ iv^n^x 
r 
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was such a Child presented at the altar of God. The 
time was to come, when He would not be offered in 
the Temple, nor in the arms of Simeon, but ¥dthoat 
the citj, on the arms of the Cross : when He should 
not be redeemed bj another, but would redeem them 
by His own Blood. 

And if the First-born was thus consecrated to (Jod, 
we should learn to dedicate the best of all we have 
to Him ; not ascribing them to our own merits, but 
saying, Not unto us, hut to Thy Name be the glory, 
"Without Thee we can do nothing ; for Thou giyest iw 
both the will and the power. 

Chbist's Presence consecrates all temples, espe- 
cially the hearts of His people. The Saviour would 
be carried to the Temple to sanctify it by His Pre- 
sence. As He was baptized to sanctify water, not 
only the water of Jordan, which touched His Fleah* 
but all waters : so by His being carried to the Temple 
at Jerusalem, He sanctified all temples dedicated to 
His Name. Therefore all Churches should be hdd 
in veneration, and be frequented only with the highest 
reverence and devotion. *^ Holiness becometh TkiM 
House, O LoED,/or wer." Ps. xciii. 6. 

So should the soul of the Christian be holy too. 
It is also the Temple of God. " The temple of GkH) 
is holy, which Temple ye are^"" (1 Cor. iii. 17.) Hoty 

1. From the dignity of the Creator. 

2. The preciousness of the material. 

3. The beauty of the form. 

4. The gloriousness of the end. 

1. To create the soul, God did not summon anj 
creature, but the Holy Trinity invited Himself^ " W 



IS THE TEMPLE. 67 

make man,^^ the Pathbb speaking to the other 
ine Persons. 

. The soul was not made from any pre-existing 
ter, but out of nothing. There was nothing so 
le to be found in all material things, as that the 
[ could be made of it. 

. Its beauty is most noble, for it is the image of 
D. He stamped on it the image of no created 
ig, but the form of Himself. It is the reflection 
;he Blessed Trinity Himself; and likeness is the 
§e of love. 

• Gon created the sotd for no other end than for 
QLSelf, to be a habitation for Himself. *' Here will 
veil," &c, 

Ve must be holy. Didst thou consider, O my 
[y thine own nobleness, thou wouldest abhor sin ; 
1 wouldest regard all allurementa to it as too vile 
rish to be polluted by it. Such was the holy and 
le pride of the generous heathen^ Seneca. ^' If I 
19 that the gods would pardon^ and men would not 
vf it, yet the very vilenesa of sin would make me 
n to sin J* 

ato this Temple, thus composed, thus adorned 
., with various graces,) we ought to bring the 
xn Jesfs, the Eternal "Word, and oflfer Him the 
doves of love — the love of Gon and the love 
ur neighbour : to bear Him in the arms of love, 
less Him for all His benefits, desiring our disso- 
)n, and the enjoyment of the Eternal Word : 
:ing the songs of joy, and saying, " Lobd, now let* 
Hum Thy servant depart in peace" &c. 

r2 
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We are all bom sinners, but oh I the unspeakable 
mercy of our God ! "We provide the sin, He proTides 
the remedy. Eirst went circumcision, then came the 
sacrifice ; that by two holy acts that which was natu- 
rally unholy might be hallowed unto Gk)D. Under 
the Gospel our Baptism hath the force of both; it 
does away our corruption by the water and the Spirit, 
it applies to us the sacrifice of Chsist*s Bloody 
whereby we are cleansed. O that we would magnify 
this goodness of our God, which hath not left our 
very infancy without redress, but hath provided helps, 
whereby we may be delivered from the danger of our 
hereditary evils. Our baptism, as it is our circoin* 
cision and our sacrifice of purification, so is it also 
our presentation unto Gon. Nothing can become m 
but holiness; O God, to Whom we are dedicated, 
serve Thyself of us, glorify Thyself by us, till we shall, 
by Thee, be glorified with Thee. 

How glorious did the Temple seetn now, that tiie 
Owner was within the walls of it! Now was the 
hour and Guest come, in regard whereof the seocmd 
Temple should surpass the first. This was His House 
built for Him, dedicated to Him ; there had He long 
dwelt in His spiritual Presence, in His typical. There 
was nothing either placed, or done, within those walls 
whereby He was not represented ; and now the Body 
of those shadows is come, and presents Himself where 
He had been ever represented. Jerusalem is now 
everywhere. There is no Church, no Christian heart, 
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hiich is not a temple of the living God ; there is no 
mple of God wherein Cheist is not presented to 
is Fathbe. Look upon Him, O God, in Whom 
lou art well pleased, and in Him, and for Him, be 
3II pleased with us. 



O Mirror of Eternal Truth, and Divine Goodness ! 
Son of the living God ! O Jesfs, my Master and 
iviour, open my eyes that I may seek Thee with 
essed Simeon ; that I may find Thee, see Thee, em- 
ace and trust in Thee, as He did. Since Thou so 
vest humility, humble my pride ; since Thou hast 
losen poverty — take from my heart the love of riches, 
id as Thou didst submit to the law of Moses, grant 
at I may always submit to Thine. Teach me, O 
ivine Master ! this law of love, for love yields not to 
le fear of difficulties, but makes every law easy, and 
ery burden light. But when, O my Saviour, will 
le time come that Thy love shall make me humble, 
achable and poor of spirit P Make me to feel and 
)plore the loss of my first years of reason, which I 
ive not given to Thee, my negligence in Thy service, 
y forgetftdness of Thy benefits, and of Thyself — the 
as which I have committed, and the unruly inclina- 
ona which I have followed ever since I have had the 
)wer to offend Thee, even unto this present moment, 
ben I confess before Thee my shame and misery. 
It is here that I would cry with all my strength 
itil Thou hearest me ; that I would call until Thou 
Lswerest me, and weep until Thou hast pax&.oii^dLTSi<b« 
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I will follow Thee, O my Saviour, and ever abide with 
Thee. I would offer myself by Thee, with Thee, and 
in Thee, to the eternal Pathee, and put myself under 
the protection of His Justice, and under the shadow 
of Thy wings. 

Thy well-beloved Son began His Life by a solemn 
protestation of obedience, and undertook nothing 
without Thy Paternal benediction. Suffer me, 
LoED, to ask it of Thee, all unworthy as I am, that I 
may, from this moment, consecrate myself to Thy 
service all the rest of my life. Give me that mind, 
which led the blessed Simeon into the Temple, and 
caused him to know his Saviour. Create in me a pure 
heart, and a right spirit, which will lead me to Thee. 
I know how little I merit this grace, but I present 
before Thee, the Infinite merits of this Lamb without 
spot. Eeceive me, by Him, among the number of 
Thy servants, and extend to me the love which Thou 
hast for Him, and give me grace to persevere in Thy 
service even unto death. 

Is it possible, O Loed, that Thou couldst conceal 
what Thou wert, in the midst of Jerusalem ? How is 
ijt that all creatures did not recognize Thee, and go 
before Thee with songs of joy and praise ? The sea 
and Jordan fled before the children of Israel when 
Thou didst send them forth from the land of Egypt — 
the mountains and hills leaped for joy, and the rocks 
were turned into refreshing springs of water, because 
they felt Thy Presence in the midst of Thy people. 
The most insensible creatures were moved in the pas- 
sage of the Ark of the Covenant, and yet all these 
niarvels are only the figures of the truth enclosed in 
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Thy Humanity. Now Thott passest Thyself in the 
midst of these people, and no one recognizes Thee, 
but blessed Simeon, and Anna the prophetess. 

Eternal thanks be rendered to Thee, O my God, for 
the privileges Thou didst grant to the humble, and 
those who love Thee. When Thou spakest in the 
Temple, in the midst of the doctors, when Thou didst 
tairacles in the sight of all Judea, they did not know 
Thee. Whilst here, as a Child, poor and helpless in 
the arms of Thy mother. Thou couldst not conceal 
Thyself from those who loved Thee ; for they endured 
even their exile in this life from a desire to see Thee ^ 
and life was only desirable to them, from the hope of 
embracing Thee. O that I may thus desire, thus seek 
and find Thee, my only Hope and Consolation. 

I behold Thee as an Infant, and feel Thy greatness 
— ^I see Thee poor, and I admire Thy riches — I behold 
Thee crucified, and am attracted by Thy love. But 
when my heart departs from Thy love, I recognize 
Thee no more ; no, not even in the miracles Thou 
doest, nor in the Brightness of Thy majesty. Unite 
me to Thee, O my G-on, turn mine eyes from vanity, 
and grant that they only may be fixed in the contem- 
plation of Thy eternal truth. Convince this miserable 
heart that Thou art its only Salvation, and centre of 
repose. Grant that I may find no joy but in Thee, 
Who art my true Friend. Give me the knowledge of 
myself, that I may not be seduced by the false plea- 
sures of this world, or by my own miseries, but that I 
may seek after Thee. Come, O Divine Saviour ! come 
into my sinful soul ; break the bonds of its slavery, 
and give it the liberty of Thy children, t\ia\i \\i m^:^ \i^ 
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wholly Thine, and may follow, embrace and possess 
Thee, and sing with holy Simeon, this canticle of joy, 
LoBD, now letteat Thou Thy Servant^ ^c. 



All praise, honour and glory be to Thee, O Lord 
Jesus, Who for our sakes didst vouchsafe to be subject 
to Thy parents ; and to teach us humility, wast carried 
into the Temple to be redeemed with the offerings of 
the poor ; and didst there graciously give Thyself to be 
embraced by holy Simeon, who desired to see Thee. 
Come, and mercifully give Thyself to me, now waiting 
for Thee with earnest desire. Take from me all vanity 
and arrogance ; and root out by Thy purifying grace, 
whatever impurity Thou findest in me, and by Thy 
indwelling, make my heart Thy Temple, that I may 
embrace and hold Thee fast with the arms of fsath and 
love. Grant me ever to long for Thee, the Fountain 
of Light, Who art with the Fatheb, that I may not 
depart out of this life, before I see Thee, with the eyes 
of my soul, Who art the Desire, the Life and the 
Beward of them that seek Thee. Amen. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

OIJE LOBD's TLiaHT INTO EGYPT. 

See Gospel for Innocents' Day, Chapter V. 

ISitUtttioni. 

The Angel of the Lobd appeared to Joseph in a 
dream, and warned him to flee with the young Child 
and His Mother into Egypt, to escape the fury of 
Herod. In the very commencement of our Loed's 
Life on earth, we see how He underwent all the alter- 
nations of prosperity and adversity, that we might 
learn how to bear the same alternations. Thus, at His 
Nativity, we see Him worshipped by the Shepherds ; 
a few days after, we find Him enduring the pain of 
Circumcision, as if He were a sinner ; after this came 
the Magi, and worshipped Him with great devotion as 
their King and God, even though He still remained 
in a mean cottage. Then He was presented in the 
Temple, and glorified by Simeon and Anna with songs 
of praise ; and now He is warned by an Angel to flee 
into Egypt from the face of His persecutor. And 
many other like things shall we find in His holy Life, 
which we may turn to our instruction. 
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From these things we may learn neither to be elated 
with joys, nor depressed by troubles, for G-od sends us 
consolations to cherish hope, lest we be discouraged ; 
and tribulations to keep us humble, that knowing our 
own misery, we may ever stand in awe of Ham. We 
ought to have patience in all our afflictions, and not to 
expect from the Loed privileges, which He assigned 
not at this time to Himself or His parents. Consider 
the goodness and love of Jesijs, how soon He suffers 
persecution for us, and flies from the land of His Na- 
tivity ; how graciously He yields to the fury and malice 
of him, whom He could have destroyed in a moment. 
O how profound is the Humility of the Lobd ! how 
wonderful His patience ! For He, to "Whom angels 
minister, flies before the face of His persecutor. Whilst 
He, as God, is the Eefiige of all, yet, as Man, He es- 
capes from wicked Herod. O, incomprehensible is the 
patience and humility of G-od Incarnate ! He is un- 
willing to retaliate, or to injure His enemy, but rather 
avoids his snares by flight. O my soul, strive to follow 
this example of thy Loed and Master, by patiently 
bearing adversities and persecutions ; and, whilst avoid- 
ing the malice of thy enemies, pray for them, and, as 
far as possible, return them good for evil. 



strange condition of the King of all the world ! 
He could not be bom in a baser estate ; yet even this 
He cannot enjoy with safety. There was no room for 
Him in Bethlehem ; there will be no room for Him m 
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Judea. He is no sooner come to His Own tlian He 
must fly from them ; that He may save them, He must 
avoid them. What a change is here ! Israel, the first- 
bom of G-OD, flies out of Egypt into the promised 
land of Judea ; Cheist, the First-born of all creatures, 
flies from Judea into Egypt. Egypt is become the 
sanctuary, Judea the inquisition-house of the Son of 
G-OD. He Who is everywhere the same, makes all 
places alike to His people : He makes the fiery furnace 
a gallery of pleasures, the lion's den a house of de- 
fence, the whale's belly a lodging chamber, Egypt a 
harbour. 

He flies Who was able to preserve Himself from 
danger! to teach us how lawfully we may fly from 
those dangers we cannot avoid otherwise. He Who 
came to die for us, fled for His Own preservation, and 
hath bid us to follow Him. " When they persecute you 
in one ctty, fly into another^ ^c." We have but the 
use of our lives, and we are bound to husband them 
to the best advantage of God and His Church. 

O the wonderful dispensation of God, in concealing 
Himself from men ! Since He would take our nature 
He would be a perfect Child, suppressing the mani- 
festation and exercise of that Godhead whereto that 
Infant nature was conjoined. Even so, O Saviour, the 
humility of Thine Infancy was answerable to that of 
Thy Birth. The more Thou hidest and abasest Thy- 
self for us, the more should we magnify Thee, the more 
should we (abase) ourselves for Thee. Unto Thee, 
with the Fatheh, and the Holt Ghost, be all honour 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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O most Lovely Child ! King of heaven and earth I 
how didst Thou labour for our salvation I One time 
Thou fliest into Egypt, and again we find Thee return- 
ing from it. What great privations, what arduous 
labours, what severe bodily afflictions, didst Thou con- 
stantly endure for our sakes ! O that we could follow 
Thee into the quiet home of Nazareth, where Thou 
didst vouchsafe to dweD. 



Before whom fliest Thou, O Saviour ? Thou, Who 
art the Creator and Euler of the World, and the SoK 
of the Living God ? Whither fliest Thou, Who art the 
Eefuge of others, and in Whom the guilty find a sure 
Asylum against the punishment with which they are 
threatened ? Thou didst make the world, and yet Thou 
livest in it as a stranger. Thou didst not wish to have 
any fixed dwelling in Thy Own domain. O my Gob, 
open the bowels of Thy compassion, and the riches of 
Thy Grace, to pardon me, and support the wanderings 
of my life. Thou hast created me for Thyself, and I 
can hope for no true peace without Thee. I see the 
changes of this life, and that all is in continual agita- 
tion. I see Thee, O my God, without any resting- 
place in this world, and I learn by Thy example, that 
G^iou wouldst not have me set my heart upon the 
good things, which Thou hast given me — but that I 
should use them as means of attaining those eternal 
treasures which Thou hast prepared for me. Not- 
withstanding all these instructions and examples, my 
heart remains in blindness, and forgetfulness of heaven 
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— dissipated by a thousand different objects, or by a 
multiplicity of cares ; and bound to the earth as though 
it were its rest. Eeraember, O Divine Saviour ! for 
whom Thou hast undertaken this pilgrimage, and for 
whom Thou didst labour. Why wouldst Thou come 
to dwell in this exile, but to find a remedy for all my 
evils ? I cannot be so wicked or miserable, but that 
Thy mercy is greater. Thou desirest more to show 
mercy in me, than I desire to obtain it. Give me, a 
poor exile, an ardent desire to know and love Thee ; 
and since Thou art All-powerful, take possession of 
my heart, and drive thence all Thy enemies. Es- 
ti^lish there Thy love — plant there the tree of life, 
and pluck thence, even from the root, all sinful de- 
lights. 

All my miseries call to Thee, Divine Mercy, that 
Thou assuage them. All my desires aspire to Thee, 
O Boundless G-ood ! that Thou mayest fill them ; all 
the spots of my soul are open to Thee that Thou 
mayest efface them ; and grant, O my Saviour, that I 
may see and feel how void and unsatisfying all the 
pleasures of this life are out of Thee. How may I not 
hope in Thee, O Gon, when I see Thee love sinners so 
tenderly, as to come and dwell with them in this vale 
of tears; when I see Thee so anxious to do them 
good, that when they persecuted Thee, Thou didst not 
return into heaven amidst the glorious spirits who 
ever worship Thee, and who know what Thou art? 
Grant me, O Divine Master, to enter into the depths 
of Thy Divine merits. Thou now fliest from a single 
enemy, to fall one day into the hands of many, who 
will take away Thy Life. 
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All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O Lord 
Jestjs, Who, whilst yet an Infant^ didst vouchsafe to 
suffer persecution, and flee as an exile into the land of 
Egypt. Grant, O merciful Lobd, that amidst all the 
tempests of adversity, and the storms of persecution 
and calamity, I may fly to Thee, seek Thee, and call 
only upon Thee. Gl^ive me grace patiently to bear 
these and all calamities, (and even death itself,) for 
Thy sake. Help me to despise the riches and honours 
of this world, and to fear none of its adversities or 
frowns ; but may I cheerfully receive all things from 
Thine Hand, and bear all with a meek heart, and, 
with thanksgiving, cleave immoveably to Thee, my 
only hope and refuge. Amen. 

Almighty and Everlasting GFon, mercifully look 
upon our infirmities, and in ail dangers and necessities 
stretch forth Thy right Hand to help and defend usj 
through Jesus Chbist our Lobd. Amen. 



79 



CHAPTEE X. 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

THE HOLT CHILD JESTTS TABBIES BEHIITD TS THE 
TEMPLE. 



And there shall come forth a Bod out of the stem of 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. And 
the Spirit of the Lobd shall rest upon Him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lobd, and shall make Him of quick understanding in 
the fear of the Lobd. Isa. xi. 1, 2. 

S. Luke ii. 41—52. 

Now His parents went to Je- they returned, the Child Jesus 
rusalem every year at the feast tarried behind in Jerusalem ; 
of the Passover. And when He and Joseph and His mother 
was twelve years old, they went knew not of it. But they sup- 
up to Jerusalem, after the cus- posing Him to have been in 
tom of the feast. And when the company, went a day's 
they had fulfilled the days, as journey, and. tiiey eo\)4^X^\si 
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among their kinsfolk and ac- fkther and I hare sought Tliee 

quaintance. And when they sorrowing. And He said unto 

found Him not, they turned them, How is it that ye sou^t 

back again to Jerusalemi seek- Me? wist ye not that I must be 

ing Him. And it came to pass, about My Father's business ? 

that after three days they found And they understood not the 

Him in the Temple, sitting in saying which He spake unto 

the midst of the doctors, botii them. And He went down witii 

hearing them, and asking them them, and came to Nazareth, 

questions. And all that heard and was subject unto them : 

Him were astonished at His but His Mother kept all these 

understanding and answers. And sayings in her heart. And 

when they saw Him, they were Jesus increased in wisdom, and 

amazed : and His Mother said stature, and in fayoiir with God 

unto Him, Son, why hast Thou and man. 
thus dealt with us ? behold. Thy 



The parents of Jestts, as devout observers of the 
Law, went every year to Jerusalem, on the solemn day 
of the Passover, to hear the Law, to participate in the 
sacrifices, and be present at the solemnity. At tiie 
three great Festivals of the Passover, Pentecost and 
Tabernacles, every male went up to Jerusalem^ accord- 
ing to the Law, vto appear before the Lord. This 
law did not indeed strictly bind women, but yet many 
went from devotion. 

4^nd when Jesus was twelve years old. He too went 
to this feast. This should teach parents to habitu- 
ate their children to, and initiate them in heavenly 
things. They are also taught the same by this, that, 
when others went away, He remained behind in the 
place of Divine Worship. He goes to honour His 
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Heavenly Fatheb, in His Feasts, humbly observing 
the Law, of which He was the Lobb. From this let us 
learn to be occupied in prayers and meditations, as 
long as a festival lasts, and to go to the place which 
the LoBD hath chosen, i.e. the Church, and not to the 
theatre or tavern ; to give our time to the praises of 
God, not to balls and vanities ; to be instant in good 
works, not in revellings. For if we do otherwise, God 
will say of us as of the Israelites, in Isaiah, " Jowr 
new moons, and your appointed feasts. My soul hateth^ 
Isa. i. 14. 

When Jestjs was twelve years old. He began to 
manifest His glory, and to show what He owed to His 
heavenly Fatheb, and what to His earthly Mother. 
His years were the type of the Twelve Apostles, by 
Whom His Divinity and Humanity were to be pro- 
claimed to the whole world. Fitly then, the splendour 
of His perfection began to be manifested in His 
twelfth year, by which, as by the twelve tribes, and 
twelve Apostles, is signified the whole number of them^ 
who shall be saved. 

When they had fiilfiUed the eight days, the Child 
Jbstts tarried behind in Jerusalem, not by accident, 
nor through negligence or forgetfulness of His parents, 
but by His Own will and order, that from His Child- 
hood He might manifest His zeal about spiritual 
things. And as He had paid due regard to His 
parents, in going up with them, as Man with men, to 
offer sacrifice to God, so also did He show what 
was due to Bis Fatheb, by giving time to spiritual 
things. 

His parents, supposing Him to be in. tlie (^ouv^bs^^^ 
a 
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went a day's journey before they knew of His absence. 
He would remain secretly, that in staying without dis- 
pute, He might not seem to despise or disobey them. 
But it may be asked, How could His parents leaTe 
Him behind in forgetfulness, Whom they had nurtured 
with so much careP In answer to this, it was the 
custom of the sons of Israel, in going to or from their 
feasts, for the men and women to go apart in separate 
companies, for the preservation of purity, that they 
might celebrate their feasts more religiously, aooording 
to the command of the Giver of the Law ; and lest 
anything dishonourable should happen by their mixed 
society. The boys could go with either parent 
Whence Joseph, seeing that the Child Jebub was 
not with him, supposed Him to be in the society of 
the women ; and on the other hand, Mary supposed 
Him to be in the company of the men. So they west 
a day's journey from Jerusalem, and in the evening 
when they came to the place where they were to 
lodge, Mary, seeing her husband without the Ckild, 
sought Him among their kinsfolk and neighbours, 
and was greatly troubled. Let us not despond in tri- 
bulation, for the LoBD Jesus spared not His Mother, 
but permits it to come upon His Own, and by it shoirB 
them the sign of His love. Great indeed must have 
been her trouble, for Mary had lost the Treasure C(Hn- 
mitted to her by God. 

After three days of loss (in which are prefigmed 
the three days of His Death, in which He was thought 
to be lost), they found Him in the Temple. So after 
three days of Triumphal Passion, He, Who was believed 
to be dead, was then found with the Glory of Immor- 
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ality. They found Him, not in the theatre, or market, 
rp school, as boys are wont to be, but in the place de- 
licated to holy doctrine and prayer. The Boy gladly 
ibideth in the House of His Fathee. He who 
fladly abides in the Church because it is the Lobd's 
3ou8e, is evidently a son of God ; and he who loves 
ttther to abide in places of amusement, gives proof 
hat he is not a son of G-od, for he lingereth in the 
LOUse of the devil. They found Him in the Temple 
Q the midst of the Doctors, sitting composedly, as 
he Fountain of Wisdom, and as the Pattern of 
inmility, hearing and asking them questions. Before 
BEe teaches them He questions them. He Who min- 
stered the word of knowledge to His Own Doctors, 
md teaches the Angels in heaven, asks questions of 
ihe Doctors in the Temple. Not that He needed to 
earn, but that He might teach us, in what we under- 
rtand not, not to be ashamed to ask questions. At 
his however many proud men blush, choosing rather 
o remain in error than to be instructed in the truth. 
Sa an example of humility too. He wished to hear 
)efore He taught ; thereby teaching us that learned 
nen ought to be more ready to hear than to teach, 
'op he who answers before he hears, shows himself 
o be a fool. In this also Jesus manifests His 
3ivinity, for He subtilly questions these men, and 
visely answers, that in hearing they might wonder. 
' All thai heard Him, were astonished at His under- 
tending and answers;^* for no child of so tender an 
ige had ever before been heard to speak so wisely. 
ie heard humbly. He questioned prudently, He an- 
wered wisely. He heard them hum\>\y to %W^ >^^ 
o2 
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He was Man ; He answered them sublimely to prove 
that He was God. Amidst the lofty things which 
they hear, and the weak things they see, (for it was a 
Child, small in stature and in years, that sat before 
them,) they are greatly amazed. Let us, however, 
not wonder with the Jewish Doctors, knowing, as we 
do, according to the Prophecy, that " to us a Child 
is given,*' Who is yet the Mighty G-od. 

His Mother, too, wondered when she found Him ; 
and amidst her sorrow and joy, she, with maternal 
love, chid Him for leaving her, saying, " Son, why heat 
Thou thus dealt with us ? Behold, Thy father and I have 
sought Thee sorrowing*^ Well might Mary sorrow at 
the loss of Jesits : and so should we when we lose 
Him, which we do when we wilfully commit sin. Let 
us then seek Him with contrition and sorrow, con- 
fession and shame, restitution and toil, and like Mary 
and Joseph we shall find Him. But how many mourn 
more for the loss of temporal things, than the loss of 
their own or other's eternal life. A man's ass &ll8, 
and he lifts it up ; but his soul perishes, and no one 
steps in. 

Jesvs answered, not to vex, but to instruct His 
Mother, " How is it that ye sought Me P — wist ye not 
that I must be about My Father's business?" How 
is it ye sought Me among your kinsfolk and acquaint- 
ance, and not rather in the Temple (which is the house 
of My Fathee), occupied about spiritual things? 
He answers, not indignantly, but humbly, excusing 
Himself, and revealing mysteries. He does not chide 
and blame them for seeking their SoK, but He corrects 
the word of His Mother, and teaches Who is His true 



THE HOLT CHILD WITH THE DOGTOBS. 86 

Patheb, intimating to them and us what He owed 
to His Eternal Fathee. " Wist ye not that I must be 
about My Fathee' s business ? — in the Temple, in 
teaching, and in the works by which My Fathee is 
manifested. I ought rather to regard Him, Whose 
Eternal SoK I am, according to the Divine Nature, 
than thee, whose Son I am only after the human 
nature. "Wonder not then if I have left you for My 
Eternal Fathee, Whose I am." Piety to God must 
be preferred before all things. We must love, honour, 
and obey God, and our parents, but in all things God 
is to be preferred. 

When He was, at this time, chid by His Mother, 
He excused Himself sweetly and humbly ; but at the 
marriage in Cana, when invited to a miracle. He 
ansTvers sharply ; giving us an example and pattern of 
humility, that we should rather wish to be chid than 
praised. 

It is worthy of remark, that this is the first word, 
which came from the mouth of the Saviour, in which 
He manifests His Divinity. A word of such sublimity 
that Mary and Joseph ^* understood not the saying 
which He spake unto them,^'* A word which intimated 
that the care of the Temple, and of spiritual things, 
belonged to Him, as well as to the Fathee ; and also 
of all things which are in the government of the 
Fathee, for of Both there is one Majesty, Glory, and 
Operation : and one Throne and Temple, not only of 
the material, but also of the spiritual. 

Though Mary and Joseph believed that He was the 
SoK of God, nevertheless, they perceived not nr\\»}^ 
He said, neither understood they ttie TXi^B>\.eT^ oi "S^^ 
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Divine JS'ature, for they were not accustomed to Lear 
such words from Him, nor to hear Him speak of His 
Godhead. 

At the desire of His Mother, He returned with 
them to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, 
and whence also He was called a Nazarene. Because 
He is God and Man, He here exhibits to us both 
natures ; sometimes setting forth the loftiness of His 
Godhead ; sometimes the lowliness of human frailty. 
Therefore as Man He goes up to Jerusalem with His 
parents ; but as God, He tarries behind in the 
Temple without their knowledge. He questions the 
doctors as Man, and He answers them as God. He 
dwells in the Temple of His Father, and of Himself, 
as the SoN^ of God ; He returns with His parents 
whither they will, as the Son of Man. " And He was 
subject unto them,'' for our instruction, and the shame 
of our pride, who often refuse to be subject to our 
superiors. Be thou subject for His sake, that thou 
mayest return by the way of obedience, to Him from 
Whom thou hast departed, by the sloth of disobe- 
dience. Christ here gives us the form and pattern 
of obedience and humility, since He, the Sovereign 
Euler of the world, is subject to His parents, and is 
willing to be humbly submissive to their power. Hear 
this, ye subjects, and disdain not to submit, since He 
disdained not to be subject .to all set over Him. Let 
rulers, too, not be proud, but in Joseph the ruler, and 
in Christ the Subject, let them learn that subjects 
have often greater virtue than rulers. Learn, O man ! 
to obey. Learn, O earth ! to be subject. Learn, 
dust and ashes! to submit. God humbles Himself, 
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and th(ni exaltest thyself. The Son of God is subject 
to men, and thou delightest to lord it over them, 
and preferrest thyself to thy Creator. As often as 
I long to be above my fellow-men, so often do I strive 
to go before my Qon ; and then in truth I do not 
savour of the things that are of God. 

Note, too, that a son owes much to his parents. 
Cordial love, obedience, reverence in word and act, 
auppcHrt in necessaries, endurance in adversity. 

Erora the foregoing we may learn much. 

1st. Let not him who aims at leading a spiritual 
life wonder if he have dryness of spirit, and seem 
abandoned of God, since this happened to the Mother 
of our LoBD. Let him not pine, but rather seek 
Him diligently by constant perseverance in holy me- 
ditations, prayers, and good works ; and if he is in 
earnest, he will find Him again. For he who seeks 
Jebxts must not pass on carelessly, as many do, and find 
not, but strive with toil and penitence. He must seek 
truly y not looking for anything else but Him; /<?r- 
vently, not seeking for anything with Him ; and per- 
severingly, not turning to anything else from Him. 
It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away, than 
for one, so seeking, not to find, so asking, not to re- 
ceive, so knocking, not to have the door opened to him. 

2nd. He must not be self-willed. For after the 
Child Jesus had said. He must be about His Fatheb's 
business, He left the Temple, and following the will 
of His Mother, went down, and was subject to her 
and His foster-father. We ought also to follow the 
example of the Lobd, and obey God and men ; since 
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the Son of God obeyed, not only His heavenly Ea- 
THEB, but His earthly parents. 

And "His Mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart ;" and doubtless used them as the law and rule 
of her life ; teaching us, that by frequent meditations 
on the doings and sayings of our Lobd, we should 
repel uneasy thoughts. We have here an example 
how to hear the word of God, and keep it in our 
hearts, and meditate upon it, that it may not go in at 
one ear, and out of the other. 

"And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and manP Wisdom relates to His 
Soul, stature to His Body, and favour to the health of 
both : for as man, He passed through all the stages 
of our nature. He increased in Wisdom, both in its 
manifestation and exercise. It was made known gra- 
dually more and more. He increased in understanding 
and experimental knowledge of our griefs and sorrows. 
Forasmuch as He was the True Son of God, He was 
not acquainted with sori;ow and subjection, before 
He emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, 
neither did He know compassion and obedience ex- 
perimentally. He knew it indeed by Divine know- 
ledge, but not by experience. But when He is hum- 
bled to that form, in which He was able to be subject 
and to suffer, He learned sorrow; in His Passion, and 
obedience by subjection ; for we know that " He hare 
our griefs and carried our sorrows ;" and so we have 
boldness to come to His throne of grace. (Isa. liii, 4, 
S. Matt. viii. 17, Heb. iv. 15, 16.) In that He hath 
suffered, we know that He sympathizes with us. Thus 
He teaches His followers to increase in wisdom, and 
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go through suffering with joy. See also " The Child- 
hood of Cheist," in Williams on the Nativity. 



Sovereign Majesty ! Almighty God, my Saviour, 
what am I before Thee, and how dare I lift up mine 
eyes towards Thee, to know Thy designs and to 
receive Thy commands ? O Infinite Wisdom ! Thou 
hast made me for Thyself, and formed me from the 
earth ; not that I should fall back again into it, hut 
that Thou may est live in me. Thou wouldst be my 
"Wisdom and my Light : O discover to me Thy mercies, 
and make me to know Thy will, that I may imitate 
Thee, and no longer lie grovelling in the dust. 

1 adore Thee, O Divine Master ! Teach me what 
Thou wouldst have me to know, and lead my steps, 
my faculties, powers, affections and desires, so that 
Thy will may be done by me, as it is by the Angels in 
Heaven. Thou hast given me a material body, and 
a spiritual soul : Thou hast ordained that both should 
equally obey Thee. Angels are not less submissive 
than worms, nor the terrestrial than the celestial 
body. Let the same rule be observed in me, O Lobd, 
that my flesh and spirit may rejoice in Thee, and that 
all that is within me, may be equally subject to Thee. 
Since Thou requirest in me perfect obedience, suffer 
not this dust to oppose itself to that which Thou 
desirest. 

To Thee, O Divine Physician ! I disclose all my 
wounds and infirmities, that Thou mayest heal and 
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strengthen me. The law of sin liTes in me, and reoBts 
Thy will ; I believe by fait\ what l^a teachest me, 
but when I desire to perform it, I find myself so weak, 
that I give way to the desires of the flesh. The world 
calls me, and I know clearly that all it can offer me is 
only vanity and deceit ; but nevertheless, I follow it. 
Vanity allures me by a thousand false promiBea, and I 
believe her ; voluptuousness solicits me by empoisoned 
snares, and I listen to it ; my unruly inclinations press 
me, and I allow myself to follow them. On the other 
hand. Thou, O my Lobb, invitest me by the attrac- 
tions of Thy grace, and the pure light of Thy truth, 
and I refuse to obey Thee ; I hear Thy voice, and I 
come not to Thee: Thou drawest me, and I resist 
Thee ; Thou encouragest me, and yet I &int and am 
slothful, and though I know my perils, I still dwell in 
the midst of them. 

How deplorable is this state ! and the extremity of 
my misery deserves compassion. I fear Thee, O my 
Saviour, and I fear myself; my vicious habits and Thy 
holy Law equally torment me : the things that Thou 
requirest of me, and those which I have loved until 
now, rend my heart, and notwithstanding, I can 
neither leave nor forsake them. O Prince of Peace! 

Divine Deliverer 1 appease this intestine war, and 
deliver me from this torment ; break these bonds, that 
all that is within me may be a sacrifice to Thee, and 
wholly Thine; since Thou hast given me grace to 
know my danger, grant that I may not lose the light 
which Thou givest me, and fall again into my first 
blindness, and for ever sleep in the abyss of sin, where 

1 shall no more hear Thy Voice, nor see Thy light; 
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where we feel no more the deadly poison, which de- 
stroys the soul by separating it from Thee, O my 
God ! Who art its true and only Life. Be Thou ever 
before the eyes of my soul, O faithful Mirror of all 
Tirtue ! that I may learn, in Thee, to know and hate 
myself, and to imitate Thee. 

Teach me, O Heavenly Master ! the value of true 
obedience, which is so dear to Thee, and which Thou 
didst practise throughout Thy earthly Life, and which 
made Thee submit without resistance, not only to Thy 
parents, but still more to the unjust Judges who con- 
demned Thee, and the robbers who crucified Thee. 
When they desired Thee to strip off Thy clothes. 
Thou didst it ; when they demanded Thy Hands to 
bind, Thou gavest them ; when they mocked and 
scourged Thee, Thou didst meekly submit ; when they 
gave Thee gall and vinegar, Thou didst drink it ; when 
tbey commanded Thee to extend Thy blessed Body on 
the Cross, Thou obeyedst, and Thou didst accomplish 
the will of Thy persecutors, as if Thy Eternal Fathee 
had spoken to Thee by their mouths. Let Thy 
virtues praise Thee, O Lord of Heaven and earth ! 
Let all the Angels and Saints glorify Thee, and let all 
the powers of my soul bless Thee. O how am I over- 
whelmed with love and admiration at the sight of those 
truths so pure, which Thou teachest me? I cast 
myself at Thy feet, O God of my soul ! lead me by 
what way Thou pleasest, govern me as Thou wilt, and 
teach me to see Thee in all things, and in all persons 
who are set over me, as my Superior, my Conductor, 
my Master. Grant, O Saviour, that however unjust 
or wicked they may be who are over me, 1 xsvk^ Oci%^ 
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them in, and for Thee only ; for Thou art the foun- 
tain of mercy, and disposest all things in love. Hear 
me now, O God of love, and receive the humble sup- 
plication which I offer before Thee. In considering 
the love which Thou hast showed unto me, I a mise- 
rable sinner now profess an entire obedience to Thee. 
Eeceive, O Divine Saviour, all the faculties and powers 
of my soul and body, and engage them in holy, un- 
swerving obedience to Thee and Thy Law. 

O LoED, we beseech Thee mercifully, &c. — Collect 
for First Sunday after Epiphany, 

All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O Loed 
Jesus, Whom Thy mother sought with sorrow, and 
after three days found, with great joy, sitting in the 
Temple amidst the Doctors, hearing and asking them 
questions. O do Thou so give and communicate Thy- 
self to me, that I may never desire to be separated 
from Thee, and never be destitute of the consolation 
of Thy blessed friendship. Drive all sloth from my 
heart, expel all that is displeasing to Thee ; grant me 
perfect devotion and ardent thirst of piety, which may 
so affect and fill my soul, that I may never be weary of 
worshipping Thee. Amen. 



O LoED Jesus Cheist, Son of the living God ! 
Who wast sought by Thy sorrowing parents, and wast 
at length found in the Temple, grant to me, a miserable 
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sinner, to long for Thee, to seek for Thee, to find 
Thee, and, finding, to love Thee, and in loving Thee, to 
forsake my sins. O Thou Who ever givest Thyself to 
them that ask Thee, Who art found of them that seek 
Thee, Who openest to them that knock, deny not, I 
pray Thee, to me, the least of Thy children, what 
Thou dost promise to all. And as Thou didst return 
to Nazareth at the will of Thy parents, and didst show 
a Pattern of obedience, by being subject to them, grant 
me grace to break my stubbornness and self-will, that 
I may ever be subject to Thee, and to all men for 
Thee. Amen. 



M 



CHAPTER XI. 



THE BAPTISM OP 0HBI8T. 



S. Matt. iii. 13-17. S. Mark i. 9-11. S. Luke iii. 21-23. 

Then cometh Jesus from straightway out of the water, 

Nazareth of Galilee to Jordan, praying. And lo, the heavens 

unto John, to be baptized of him. were opened unto Him, and He 

But John forbad Him, saying, saw the Spirit of God descend- 

I have need to be baptized of ing in a bodily shape like a dove. 

Thee, and comest Thou to me ? and lighting upon Him ; and lo, 

And Jesus answering said unto a voice from heaven, saying, 

him. Suffer it to be so now ; This is (SS. Mark and Luke,) 

for thus it becometh us to fulfil My Beloved Son, in Whom I 

all righteousness. Then he am well pleased. And Jesus 

suffered Him. And Jesus, Himself began to be about 

when He was baptized, went up thirty years of age. 



" He began to be about thirty years of a^e," — to show 
us that no one should become Priest or preacher, or 
preside in the Church of God, till he be of perfect 
and manly age. Many are set to govern in the Church 
who are unable to govern themselves. 

1. The LoBD goes to Jordan, After Baptism He 
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was about to destroy the Old Law, for until He 
attained that age, which admitted of every sin, He 
had continued in the observance of the whole law, lest 
any man should say, He had dissolved the Law be- 
cause He would not fulfil it. Then (not before) He 
came to Baptism, and so put the finishing stroke to all 
the observances of the Law. Alone, and on foot, the 
LoBD of the world goes a long journey to the banks 
of Jordan ; with no pomp of soldiery, or bands of 
horse, or troops of attendants, with no disciples or 
followers, with no honours such as we poor worms 
pr^are and delight in. Thus He, to Whom thousand 
thousands minister, and before Whom ten thousand 
times ten thousand stand in His kingdom. He goes 
alone ; for His Kingdom is not of this world, Who 
emptied Himself, and took not on Him the form of a 
King, but that of a servant. He became a Servant to 
make us kings, He became a Stranger and Pilgrim, to 
bring us to His country and Kingdom, and He showed 
us the way by which we may mount to it. And why 
do we neglect Him ? Why do we not humble our- 
eelves ? Why do we so greedily seek for honours, and 
pomps, and things vain and transitory? Assuredly 
because our kingdom is of this world, and we do not 
regard ourselves as strangers and pilgrims, therefore 
we incur all these evils. O vain sons of men ! Why 
do we catch at and so eagerly embrace things false for 
true, frail for certain, temporal for eternal ? Why do 
we not despise temporal things, and look upon them 
as past? 

2. Jesus demands Baptism, When "H.^ ^skoi^ \a 
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fTordan, He found John baptizing sinners ; and a great 
crowd that resorted to his preaching regarded him as 
the Cheist. He, the Lord of the everlasting Kjngdom, 
demands to be baptized like a sinner ; the Lobd with 
His servants, the Judge with the guilty ; not however 
to be cleansed by the waters, but to cleanse the waters. 
He came, the Loed to His servant, the King to His 
soldier, to confirm his preaching, to receive testimony 
from him, to be baptized by him, — the Fountain by the 
rivulet, — the Fulness by the drop, — the Saviour, by 
him He was to save, — the Author of Baptism by the 
minister thereof; not Himself needing purification, 
but effecting ours. Not by necessity of ablution, not 
to receive remission of sins by Baptism, but to 
approve the Baptism of John by His Own, to show 
that it was ordained by God ; — to instil into us the 
mystery of Baptism, to fulfil, inasmuch as He was 
bom, all the righteousness of the law, and all humility ; 
to teach it, by fulfilling it ; to reveal the mystery of 
the Teinitt, that no one, however holy, should judge 
the grace of Baptism to be superfluous. To do first 
what He afterwards commanded to be done, that His 
servants might know with what cheerfulness they 
should run to the Baptism of their Losd, since the 
LoED Himself disdained not the Baptism of a servant; 
and that no one should shun the laver of Grace, since 
Cheist did not shun the laver of repentance. To 
bruise the serpent's head in water — to blot out sins, 
and bury the old Adam ; that sanctifying the water 
by the touch of His Own most pure Flesh, He might 
sanctify water to the mystical washing away of sin, 
and henceforward leave the sanctified waters for them 
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who should be baptized. That by the descent of the 
Dove in the laver He might show believers the coming 
of the Holt Spieit on the baptized. That the people 
might hear the testimony of John, and also that of 
GhoD the Father respecting the Cheist. That by 
this (that He Himself was baptized), He might make 
as all, by Baptism, the regenerate sons of God, and 
BKs Own brethren. Do thou, O believer, who art now 
regenerate in Chetst, follow Him. 

8. John forbad Him. The Loed, therefore, wishing 
bo work out our salvation, began first to do and teach ; 
lad, commencing with the Gute of Sacraments, and the 
bundation of virtues, would be baptized by John. 
But John beholding Him, and knowing (in the Spirit) 
\}j Divine inspiration, that He is very God and Man, 
buv^Dg no sin, and therefore not needing cleansing, 
feared and shrunk from Him Who washeth others 
from sin ; and that the soldier might imitate the hu- 
nility of his King, he reverentially forbad Him, saying, 
* I have need to be baptized of Thee," the earthly by 
she Heavenly ; " and comest Thou to me ?" Thou 
irt clean, and cleansest all things, and I need to be 
cleansed and baptized by Thee. I am a sinner. Thou 
pnthout sin. Why wouldst Thou be baptized by me ? 
WTiy be baptized as a sinner, Who art come to forgive 
nnP Hath the healthy need of medicine? Hath 
;he clean need of cleansing ? Whence hast Thou sin, 
>hat Baptism should be needful to Thee P What spot 
am the Spotless Lamb have ? Fitting reason there is 
;hat Thou shouldst baptize me, that I may be made 
oat and worthy of heaven. What reason ia tWc^ 

H 
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that I should baptize Thee P All good cometh down 
from heaven, it goeth not up from earth to heaven. 
And even though I should wish to baptize Thee, Jordan 
would not receive Thee, for it knoweth Thee its Maker, 
and it turned its stream back at Thy Presence in the 
midst of Thj people Israel. 

No wonder the Baptist trembled when the Chbist 
humbled Himself under his hands. He, to Whom the 
whole race of things in heaven and in earth, and under 
the earth, bow down and obey. No wonder if man 
shall tremble, nor dare to touch His Sacred Head. 
Who does not tremble at the very thought ? The 
LoBD approves the faithful submission of His servant, 
but manifests the mystery of His Incarnation, saying, 
" SuJ^er it to be so now.'* Suffer Me now to be bap- 
tized of thee, and thou shalt afterwards be baptized 
l^y Me in Spirit. What I do is a mystery ; suffer it, 
that since I have taken the form of a servant, I may 
fulfil his humility also. For thus it behoveth. imt, thee 
in baptizing. Me in receiving, to fulfil all righteous- 
ness. I submit now to be baptized by thee, that the 
greater may not scorn to be baptized of the less. 
Thou baptizest Me with water, that I may baptize 
thee for Myself in My own Blood. 

It was not for His own sake that our Lobb would 
be baptized, but for ours. He came to teach by Hia 
own example, that the disciples might follow their 
Master, the servants their Lokd. Thus must we 
give an example of fulfilling all righteousness in 
Baptism, that men may learn that no one is peifect 
without Baptism. The greater part of righteousness 
is humility. Thus it is needful for the greater to 
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submit to the less ; to prefer himself to no one, not 
even to an equal. Thus must we fulfil all righteoas- 
ness, placing the consummation of righteousness in 
the perfection of humility. Thou seest how the hu- 
mility of the LoED was augmented. He was subject 
to His parents ; here He is obedient to His servant. 
He maketh Himself vile, and magnifies His servant. 
He would appear to men as a sinner. The same may 
be said indeed of His Circumcision, for then He 
would appear as a sinner, though in private. Here 
He would appear so publicly, and before a crowd of 
men. He appeared so, only that He might humble 
Himself most deeply. To instruct us, He appeared 
what He was not, to His own humiliation and con- 
tempt. "We, on the contrary, would appear what we 
are not, to our own glory and praise, for if there 
be any virtue in us, we display it, but our defects we 
conceal. From this, too, we may consider His humi- 
lity, that in receiving Baptism, and other ordinances 
of the law. He did as other men, and would have no 
special prerogatives. 

" Then he tuffered Rim^^ for true humility is ever 
attended by obedience ; and John baptized the Lamb 
or God. 

4. Jbsvs m baptized. Let us now, therefore, con- 
sider well the conduct of the Lobd our Eedeemer. 
He, the Lobd of glory, empties Himself like unto a 
man. And the Creator of the world, taking all the 
lowliness of our frail flesh upon Him, subjects 
Hims^f to the element of water, for love of us,^ 
and enters the Jordan, mixed with a crowd of «asa^<st%, 
h2 
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He worketh our salvation, cleansing and consecrating 
the water, by the touch of His Sacred Body : sancti- 
fying and ordaining the Sacrament of Baptism, and 
washing and purifying us from sins, He betrotheth to 
Himself the universal Church, and all faithful souls ; 
for in the faith of Baptism we are betrothed to our 

LOED. 

When the fulness of a robuster age arrived, being 
about to put His hand to mighty works. He went 
forth for the saving of His people, as a mighty giant 
to run the course of all our misery. And first, that 
Thou mightest be like unto Thy Brethren, Thou didst 
go to Thy servant baptizing sinners unto repentance, 
and as a sinner Thou didst desire to be baptized. O, 
spotless Lamb of God ! Whom no dross or thought 
of sin ever stained. Thou wast baptized, not to sanc- 
tify Thyself in the water, but the water in Thyself, 
that by it Thou mightest sanctify us ; for the water 
of Baptism could never have purged the sins of be- 
lievers, unless it had been sanctified by the touch of 
the Loed's Body. He received Baptism, that we 
might be bom again of water and the Spieit. The 
Baptism of Cheist is therefore the washing away of 
our sins, and the renewing of the life of salvation; 
for by Baptism we die to sin, and live to Chbist : 
(Bom. vi.) we are buried to our old life, and rise 
again to a new life : we put ofi* the old man» and are 
clothed in the garments of the new man. — Eph. iv. 
22—24 ; Col. ii. 11, 12 ; iii. 9, 10. 

With reason, too, was our Loed baptized in Jordan, 
that He might there open the door of the kingdom of 
heaven, where He gave the sons of Israel entrance 
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into the land of promise ; tHat as by tHat river they 
passed over to the land promised them by the Loed, 
so by baptism, the faithful pass over to the land of 
the living. His Baptism too, in Jordan was prefigured 
by Joshua and Naaman, by Elijah and Elisha. 

5. The heavens open, " And it came to pass, when 
all the people were baptized, that Jesus also, being 
baptized and praying, the heavens were opened." — S. 
Luke iii. 21. 

This signifies that the glory of heaven is opened 
to believers in Cheist, that the gate of the kingdom 
of heaven, and the approach to it, which had been 
closed to man by sin, is opened, though invisibly, to 
the regenerate, who are bom again in Baptism. Be- 
lieve then that GrOD has called thee to heaven. 
Henceforth the fold above and the fold below were 
brought together and made one, under one universal 
Shepherd, and man was associated with angels. 
Thus, whilst the Loed enters the waters of Jordan 
in humility of Body, He opens to us the gates of 
heaven, by the power of His Divinity, and whilst 
His Innocent Flesh is dipped in the cool waters, the 
flaming sword, once turned against the guilty, was 
quenched. 

"Jesus praying, the heaven was opened;"* thus 
signifying that the prayer of the holy man pierceth 
heaven. Cheist prayed after His Baptism, to show 
us the order and necessity of prayer — the order, that 
if our prayer is to be acceptable, we must be cleansed 
and baptized before we pray. The necessity, that 
the grace of Baptism needs prayer to pre^oiCN^ \\>^\>q 
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show US that in the reception of sacraments the soul 
must be lifted up to God ; that we are not to Hyc at 
ease, but to be instant in prayers, fastings, and alms ; 
for though our sins are remitted in Baptism, stiU the 
frailty and corruption of our nature remaineth. Per 
although, when we have passed the Bed Sea, we 
rejoice that the Egyptians are drowned, yet other 
enemies meet us in the wilderness of our earthly pil- 
grimage, who must be vanquished by our own efforts, 
through strength and guidance of the grace of Cheist, 
until we come to our promised land. 

6. The descent of the Spirit. And the Holt Ghost 
descended in a bodily shape upon Him, (S. Luke iiL 
22,) and remained on Him. (S. John i. 33.) He 
descended in a visible manner for these reasons. 

1st. To point out to others, that in Him is the 
fulness of grace. 

2nd. That to those who come with an unfeigned 
heart, the Holt Spieit is given in Baptism. 

3rd. That it is He Who baptizeth with the Holt 
Spieit, cleansing from sin. 

He appeared in a bodily shape like a dove, to show 
that He is mild and without guile, or the gall of bit- 
terness ; and that He came in mildness, and dwells in 
the meek and humble. He appeared in the form of 
a dove, to denote that the Holt Spieit is in all who 
live in the love of God. All forms of righteousness, 
which the servants of God may have in truth, the 
servants of the Devil may have in pretence. The 
charity alone of the Holt Spieit, the unclean spirit 
cannot imitate. The Holt Spieit has therefore 



THE BAPTISM OP OHBIST. 103 

reserved to Himself this peculiar species of love, 
because by no evidence is it so well known where the 
Holt Spieit is, as by the grace of love. Thus as in 
the deluge, the dove appearing, and bearing the green 
olive branch, showed the sign of God's mercy to them 
who survived the waters of the flood, and announced 
the general tranquillity of the world: so now, the 
Holt Spieit coming in Baptism, in the form of a 
dove, showed the sign of God's mercy, by virtue of 
Baptism, in which He both remits sins and confers 
grace; and also showed us our Deliverer bringing 
adoption to the human race. 

7. The voice from heaven. And the voice of the 
Fatheb, giving testimony to His Son, was heard 
from on high, from the cloud, saying, ** This is My 
Beloved SoK." Beloved above others : a Son, not by 
adoption nor election, but by propriety of birth and 
Unity of Nature. The dove sat on His head, lest any 
should suppose that the Voice of the Fatheb was 
directed to John, and not to the Loed. " This is My 
Beloved SoK, in Whom I am well pleased^^ in Whom 
My will respecting the salvation of man shall be 
accomplished. 

In Him nothing ever displeased God, as in us, 
" who are by nature the children of wrathy"* as He 
Himself saith, 1 do always those things that please 
Him, (S. John viii. 29.) 

May the Loed Jesus, Who ever pleaseth the 
Fatheb, vouchsafe to give us grace that we may also 
please Him. 

The Fatheb bids us hear, believe, Mid. cfce^ ^^ 
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Son Himself, when He saith, " Hear Him." Whom 
ought we to believe but Wisdom, Eighteousness, 
and Truth? Behold, then, how the Loed Jesus 
has authority from the Fatheb to speak. How long, 
O Virtue, and Wisdom of God, dost Thou lie con- 
cealed among the people as if Thou wert some weak 
and foolish one ? How long, O noble King of heaven 
and earth, dost Thou suffer Thyself to be called and 
esteemed the Son of a carpenter? O Humility 
and Virtue of Chbist: how mightily dost Thou 
confound the folly of my vain-glory ! I know some 
little, and fancy that I know a great deal, so that I 
cannot remain silent, but intrude and display myself 
shamelessly and thoughtlessly. I am quick to speak, 
swift to teach, slow to hear. Did Chbist fear vain- 
glory, when He was so long silent, and so hid Himself? 
He, Who is the true Glory of the Fatheb, could not 
fear vain-glory for Himself, but He feared for us, in 
that in which He knew we ought to fear. For ns He 
was silent with His lips, but taught us by acts ; and 
what He afterwards taught in words. He was already 
proclaiming by His Example. "Learn of Me,*^ He 
says, ''/or I am meek and lowly in heart.^* Of the In- 
fancy of the LoBD I hear very little ; thenceforward, 
even until He was thirty years old, I find nothing ; 
but now He can no longer be hid. Who is so plainly 
made manifest by the Fatheb. IiYom this example of 
the LoBD, study silence. 

8. The Holy Trinity manifested. Thus then in this 
most excellent work, the whole Tbinitt singularly 
manifested Itself, graciously vouchsafing attendance; 
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and thus Baptism is co-operated hj the Presence of 
the Tbinitt. The Fathee appeared in the Voice ; 
the Son in Man; the Holt Ghost in the Dove. 
The mystery of the Teinitt also appeared after the 
LoBD had been baptized, and not when He was in the 
act of being baptized, because, since He needed not 
cleansing grace, He was not baptized with His Own 
Baptism, but with that of John, whose Baptism was 
given in the Name of Him AVTio should come j but 
that of Chbist is given in the Name of the Teikitt ; 
and therefore it was fitting that the Name of the 
Tbinitt should be unfolded, not in the act, but after- 
wards ; and thereby signifying that Baptism should be 
given in the Name of the Fatheb, and of the Son, 
and of the Holt Ghost. Thus we see that the 
LoBD indicated that Baptism should be appointed. 
He instituted it, and when He had instituted it. He 
confirmed it. 

He indicated it by word and deed, when He said, 
"Except a man be bom of water and the Spibit," 
and when He was Himself baptized by John. He in- 
stituted it by sending His Disciples to preach and 
baptize in His Name ; and confirmed it by the Water 
and the Blood which issued fi:om His Side, and also 
after His Eesurrection. 

We have been brought out of Egyptian bondage by 
Baptism, as by the Eed Sea, and consecrated by the 
Blood of Chbist, our enemies (that is our sins) being 
dead. For Baptism hath all its efficacy from the 
Death of Chbist and the shedding of His Blood. 
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Jlgmn of Statue* 

Glory to Thee, our Losb, AVTio becamest our Shep- 
herd, and gatheredst us, wast baptized, and cleansedst 
us. Thy mercies, O Loed, inclined Thee, Thy goodness 
constrained Thee to be clad in our flesh, and baptized 
by John in Jordan, to sanctify Holy Baptism, by Thy 
Baptism. 

The servant said to his Lobb, I have need, 
Saviour, to be baptized of Thee, for Thou art He Who 
atonest for sinners. Lobd, have mercy upon us. 

The Creator of all creatures was baptized, and 
ascended out of the waters, and the Fathbb spake, 
« This is My Beloved Son." The Holt SpiErp, in 
the likeness of a Dove, flew, lighted upon His Head, 
and the crowds knew the Only Begotten, Whose SoK 
He was. Lobd, have mercy upon us ! 

Blessed be He, Who in His love humbled Himself, 
and was baptized by the hands of His servant, and re- 
deemed our race, and took it up with Himself to 
heaven ! God, have mercy upon us ! 

Blessed be He, Who bowed His Majesty, and in 
His Baptism typified to us the mystery of His Death 
and Eesurrection, and made us meet for Baptism, and 
to be sons of the Eathxb. Alleluia ! Blessed be He 
Who sanctified and cleansed us by His Baptism, 
Jesus, Saviour of the world. Amen. Alleluia ! 

Th^ highest heavens gave a sound when our Lobd 
was baptized, and the angelic hosts adored. 

Glory to Thee, our Lobd, Who by Thy Baptism, 
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redeemedst the Church, and her sons, and didst free 
it from error. 

Glory be to Him Who liveth, Who was baptized in 
Jordan, and clothed us with His glory, and sanctified 
us with His Baptism. Blessed be He Who sanctifieth 
the penitent. 

O Church, sing glory this day to the King of Kings, 
for this His great mercy ! 

O Thou, Who, by Thy Baptism, sanctifiedst Baptism 
to us, which clean seth us from all filth of sin ; 
Gk)D, have mercy upon us I 
Thou, Who, by Thy Baptism, rejoicedst heaven and 
earth, gladden Thy Church ; make Thy peace and 
quiet to rest upon it, and keep her sons by Thy Cross. 
Have mercy upon us ! 
Thou, Who humblest Thyself through Thy love, 
and being baptized by the hands of Thy servant, didst 
redeem our race from the slavery of sin ; 
Have mercy upon us ! 



All praise, glory, adoration, and thanksgiving be 
rendered unto Thee, O Lobd Jestjs, Son of the Living 
God, Who didst vouchsafe to humble Thyself to re- 
ceive Baptism, from the hands of Thy servant John, 
in the river Jordan, that we might be cleansed and 
sanctified by the washing of regeneration, and the re- 
newing of the Holt Ghost. O mercifrilly forgive all 
my past sins. Cleanse me from all filtbiaeBi^ oil ^<b*^ 
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and spirit; and grant, that being purified by Thy 
Spieit, I may by tbe help of Thy Grace walk hence- 
forth in newness of life ; and at the end of my pil- 
grimage be conducted by Thee, through the swellings 
of Jordan into that land of promised rest, where I 
shall see Thee, possess and enjoy Thee, and praise the 
Glorious and Holy Name of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



(For the anniversary of Baptism.) 

O LoED, Heavenly Fathee, Almighty and Ever- 
lasting God, Who of Thine infinite goodness towards 
me, when I was born in sin, and was no other than aa 
heir of everlasting wrath, didst vouchsafe that I should, 
as upon this day, be born again of water, and the Holt 
Ghost, in the blessed laver of Baptism, being thereby 
made a member of Cheist, and an heir of eternal 
life; for this Thine inestimable favour I do here 
gratefully commemorate that happy day, and in most 
humble and hearty will, I do extol the abundant riches 
of Thy glorious grace, in Thy sight, and in the sight 
of Thy holy angels, with all the company of Heaven, 
renewing that sacred vow which was then made in 
my name, to forsake this wicked world, and to live, as 
a Christian ought to do, in obedience to Thy holy 
Faith and Commandments ; most humbly beseeching 
Thee, of Thy great mercy, to pardon me all former 
breaches of my solemn promise, and to endue me ¥dth 
the assistance of Thy Holt Spieit, that henceforth I 
may walk in newness of life, worthy of that blessed 
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estate whereunto Thou hast called me : and keeping 
myself unspotted of the world, the flesh, and the devil, I 
may die daily unto sin, for which cause I was baptized 
into the Death of Chbist ; and as I had my part, as 
on this day, in the first regeneration, so I may at the 
last day have my part in the second and great regene- 
ration of the world, to live and reign with Thee for 
ever through the merits of Jesus Chbist our Lobd. 
Amen. 



O most Glorious God, the Pathee, the SoK, and 
the Holt Ghost, One God, Blessed for ever ; in all 
humility of soul and body I cast myself down at Thy 
footstool, beseeching Thee, for Jesus Cheist's sake, 
to accept of my most hearty thanks for the great 
privilege of Christian parents, and being by them 
dedicated to Thy worship and service, according to 
our Blessed Saviour's institution, in the holy Sacra- 
ment of Baptism; wherewith that most gracious 
covenant which Thou hast most wonderfully conde* 
Bcended to make with the sinful sons of men, through 
Jestjs Chbist, was, in a most solemn manner, sealed 
unto me, and by me ; the promise and vow which was 
then made to Thee, O God, in my name, I do now 
nnfeignedly acknowledge myself bound to believe, and 
to do all that was then promised for me ; and by Thy 
help, which I most earnestly beseech Thee to grant 
me, so I will. Good Lobd, pardon my negligence 
hitherto in learning my duty, and all the sins whereof 
I have been guilty since I was baptized, to this very 
moment; and graciously accept of me, thus in m^ 
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own person renewing that promise and vow wBich was 
then made hj others in my behalf. 

I do here, O Lobd, in Thy Presence, Who art the 
great Searcher of hearts, and from TVhom no secrets 
are hid, most freely, fully, and resolvedly, from hence- 
forward for evermore repent of^ and renounce, all sin : 
and will, to the utmost of the power which Thou givest 
me, resist aU the temptations of the devil, the world, 
and the flesh, so that I will not willingly follow, nor 
be led by them. I do steadfastly believe, and will by 
Thy help continue in the belief of all the articles of 
the Christian Faith : and 1 am resolved, through the 
help of Thy grace, without which I can do nothing, to 
keep Thy holy wiU and commandments in all sincerity 
and godly simplicity of heart, and to persevere, walk- 
ing in the same all the days of my life. I vnll diH- 
gently use ail the means of grace ; and I humbly 
beseech Thee, Gracious God, to enlighten and 
strengthen me by Thy Holt Spibit to perform this 
my vow and covenant unto the end. Preserve me a 
living and sound member of Chbist, a dutiful and 
dear child of God, and an heir, through faith in 
Chbist, of the kingdom of heaven; that, throogh 
Thy mercy, O God the Eatheb, and Thy merits and 
intercession, O God the Son, and Thy guidance and 
sanctification, O God the Holt Ghost, I may in Thy 
good time obtain the end of my faith, even the salva- 
tion of my soul, to the glory of Thy grace. Amen^ 
good LoBD ; 80 let it be, I most humbly beseech l^ee. 



Ill 



CHAPTEE XII. 



FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. 



THE FASTn^G AND TEMPTATIOIT OP OUB LOBD. 



6oiftl j3atrattbe* 

(See S. Mark i.; S. Luke iy.) 



S. Matt. iy. 1. 



Then was Jbsus led up of 
the Spirit into the wilderness, to 
be tempted of the devil. And 
when He had fasted forty days 
and forty nights, He was after- 
ward an hungered. And when 
the tempter came to Him, he 
said, If Thou be the Son of God, 
command that these stones be 
made bread. But He answered 
and said. It is written, Man 
shall not Hve by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth 
9at of the mouth of God. Then 
the devil taketh Him up into the 
holy city, and setteth Him on a 
pinnacle of the temple, and saith 
unto Him, If Thou be the Son 
of QoD, cast Thyself down ; for 
it is written, He shall give His 
angels charge concerning Thee, 



and in their hands they shall 
bear Thee up, lest at any time 
Thou dash Thy foot against a 
stone. Jesus said unto him, 
It is written again. Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God, 
Again, the devil taketh Him up 
into an exceeding high moun- 
tain, and showeth Him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the 
glory of them ; and saith unto 
Him, All these things will I give 
Thee, if Thou wilt fall down 
and worship me. Then saith 
Jbsus unto him, Get thee 
hence, Satan ; for it is written^ 
Thou shalt worahip the Lord thy 
God, and Him only shalt thou 
serve. Then the devil leaveth 
Him, and behold, angels came 
and ministered unto Hm* 
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i&eflectionft. 

After the Loed Jesus had been baptized, He re- 
turned from Jordan full of the HotT Ghost, and was 
led forthwith into the desert, to be tempted. He 
entered the desert to teach us, that if we would over- 
come the snares of the Devil, we must also retire from 
the tumult of the world, and give our leisure unto 
God, that we may hunger after the manna of the 
soul, and the joys which are alone everlasting. He 
went into the wilderness, there to offer His Spirit in 
prayer to the Fathee for us, and there to afilict His 
Body, by fasting for us ; and to give us an example 
of offering ourselves to God by fasting and prayer. 
He would be led into the wilderness, the place of 
contest, to fight with difficulties, because Adam was 
overcome by delights, when abounding with pleasures 
in Paradise. He would be tempted, that overcoming 
temptations. He might give us power to overcome 
them ; as He would die, that by His Death He might 
destroy ours. 

These four things, viz. : Baptism, the Wilderness ; 
Pasting, Temptation ; were so regulated in Cheist, 
to signify that 1st, there must be washing away of our 
sins ; 2ndly, an abstraction from the world, and its 
charms ; 3rdly, mortification of the flesh ; 4thly, an 
attack from the snares of our enemies. So with the 
people of Israel, there was, 1st, the Eed Sea ; 2ndly, 
the "Wilderness ; 3rdly, hunger and thirst ; 4thly, the 
assault of enemies. 

Our LoED ^* fasted forty days and forty niffhts** 
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in the desert, as did Moses and Elijah, and thus did 
He receive testimony from the Law and the Prophets. 
As Moses dedicated the Law, and Elijah restored it, 
so did our Loed accomplish the Law, and commence 
the preaching of the Gospel by a forty days' fast. It 
is by shunning the friendship of the world that we 
gain strength to follow God. Thus all these teach us 
not to cleave to this world, but to crucify the old man, 
and not to make provision for the flesh and its lusts. 
•Fit it is that we, who are about to celebrate the 
Passion of our Loed, should take up our Cross, in 
refraining from carnal pleasures, for, " they that are 
Cheist's have crucified the flesh with its affections and 
lusts" (Gal. V. 24.) Through the whole of life, a 
Christian ought continually to bear his Cross, if he 
would not have his feet sink into the mire of this 
world. 

Fervent and constant prayer availeth much; but 
prayer with surfeiting , self-indulgence and idleness 
availeth little. Therefore, it is needful to mortify the 
lusts and desires of the flesh, and to withdraw, for a 
season, firom the world. Let us then, during Lent, 
seek retirement, keep from bustle and excitement, 
shun gossipings, and sometimes hold our peace even 
from good ; seek no new friendships, neither fill our 
eyes and ears with vain fancies ; and, lastly, shun as 
poison all things that disturb the quiet and tran- 
quillity of the soul. Our Lord, during His public 
life, was with His disciples by day, but when He 
wished to pray more earnestly. He used to retire alone. 
Let us, too, avoid the pleasures and distractions of the 
world, during the season of Lent, and seek some hours 

I 
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in which we may give attention to prayer, abstinence, 
and reading for the salvation of our souls. 

" Afterwards He was an hungered" S. Luke iv., and 
therein He showed the truth of His Humanity, and 
gave the Devil an occasion of tempting Him, and like- 
wise taught us how to vanquish and overcome him. 
The temptation of the Lobd was in the same three 
modes, as that of the first man. Adam was overcome 
by appetite for the forbidden fruit; by vain glory, 
which said, " Te shall be as Gods ;" by avarice, which 
said, ^^ Knowing good and etil :" for avarice (or rapa- 
city) is also the ambition of Divine Knowledge and 
exaltation. 

Thus too, he tempted the Lobd, but was van- 
quished. David laid the giant low by three stones 
from the brook, and Chbist overcame the Devil by 
three testimonies from the Law. 

Temptation is made in three ways: 1st, by sug- 
gestion ; 2ndly, by delight ; Srdly, by consent. The 
LoBD was tempted by suggestion only; for the de- 
light of sin had no place in Him; nor did consent 
overcome Him. The whole temptation, therefore, was 
without, and not within, for He endured no contra- 
diction in Himself. 

The 1st assault. The devil first tempted Him in 
His appetite. '* If Thou be the SoK of God, eowwumd 
that these stones be made breads The suggestion was 
fitting to one who was hungry. He not only wished 
to try whether Jesus was God, but also to allure 
Him as man, that being hungry He might take an 
undue delight in food. The prince of devils intended, 
b/ the change of the stones into bread, to acknowledge 
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the power which was in Him as Qod, and hj the de- 
light of food to mock the endurance of hunger in Him 
as Man. But Satan could not deceive his Master; 
for He answered him in such a manner that he could 
neither lead Him to sensual gratification, nor test His 
Pivinity. He yielded not to the temptation, neither 
did He deny, nor assert Himself to be the Sok of 
God ; but convicted him by the authority of Scripture, 
saying, **It is written, Man shall not live by bread 
alone, (he is not supported merely by the bread of 
the body,) but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of GoD," (when He revealeth His will by 
the Scriptures.) For the soul which is not constantly 
fed by the Word of Gop, is as the body which tastes 
not food for many days. It was as though the Lobb 
had said, Man is sustained and liveth not by corporal 
bread only, but also by spiritual bread, viz., the bread 
of the Word of God, the bread of Divine operation, 
the bread of Grace, and finally, as he will live for ever, 
by the bread of Glory. And therefore I will not 
make bread of stones, for though I am hungry, yet the 
LoBD can sustain Me in My hunger, by His Word 
alone. Whence thy persuasion is a temptation, when 
it makes mention of and persuades Me only to the 
food of the body, and not the food of the soul. 

The LoBD could indeed have changed the stonea 
into bread, but would not. 1st, To keep His Divinity 
hidden from the devil. 2ndly, To teach us to van- 
quish him more by humility and heavenly wisdom, 
than by power. 3rdly, To urge us to shun display. 
4thly, To despise the will of the tempter, which ought 
never to be obeyed, and thus to o\eTCO\si<^ "^xox. 
i2 
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5thly, To teach us never to believe the devil, nor to do 
anything at his bidding, even though it seem to be 
good and useful. The devil would often have us leave 
the painful path of penitence, for luxury and delight, 
suggesting that penitence, and mortifying of the flesh 
is not needful for us. We must follow the example of 
our LoED, and resist the lusts of the flesh ; and we 
must begin with this, if we would conquer other sins, 
for he who yields to his appetite is rendered weak to 
overcome other sins. 

The 2nd assault. " The devil then taketh Him up 
into the holy city, and setteth Him on a pinnacle of 
the temple, ^^ Consider the humility and patience 
of the Lord, in suffering Himself to be taken by that 
wicked spirit. It is no wonder that He suffered Him- 
self to be led by Satan, since He allowed Himself to 
be crucified by his servants. He set Jesus on a pin- 
nacle of the temple to tempt Him there with vain 
glory, and said, " If Thou be the SoK of QoD, cast Thy- 
self down,^' Had He cast Himself down without in- 
jury, He would have manifested His divine power to 
the tempter. He urged Him to cast Himself down, 
that by there falling unhurt, men might wonder, and 
worship Him as the SoK of God ; and thence he would 
take occasion to tempt Him to vain glory, when the 
whole city admired and magnified Him. It is the 
work of the devil to cast down those who stand ; but 
God lifts up those who are bowed down. 

When Satan says, " Cast Thyself down^^ he mani- 
fests his own weakness, and shows that until a man has 
cast himself down, he has no power to hurt him. He 
does not say, " I cast Thee down," lest he should seem 



THE TEMPTATION 01 OTJB LOBD. 117 

to do Him violence, but " Cast Thyself;^ thereby 
showing that each one of us falls into sin and death, 
by our own free will and choice. It is his, indeed, to 
persuade, but it is ours to overcome his persuasions, 
by observing the commandments of God ; and because 
our LoED had referred to the teaching and authority 
of Scripture, Satan likewise quotes it, not to teach 
virtue, but to suggest error, and to deceive. "Whence 
he says, " It is written, He shall give His angels charge 
concerning Thee, and in their hands they shall bear Thee 
up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone,^^ 

This authority is not to the purpose, because it 
relates not to Christ the Head, but to the Members, 
i.e. every righteous man. Por Cheist is not borne by 
the hands of angels, but He bears angels and every 
creature by the word of His Power. By a stone, is 
meant an offence, or occasion of sin. Thus do the 
angels guard a good man from sin, not, however, that 
he is therefore to expose himself to a precipice at the 
suggestion of devils. 

Thus Satan misquotes, misinterprets, and perverts 
the sense of Holy Scripture. He also quoted it imper- 
fectly, for if this text applied to Cheist, he knew that 
it also says, " Thou shalt go upon the lion and adder, 
the young lion and the dragon shalt Thou tread under 
Thy feet." The devil is this dragon, whom Cheist, 
in His temptation, trampled under foot. Besides 
which it says, that God has given His angels charge 
concerning us " to keep us in all our ways.*^ 

The adversary was again foiled by the authority of 
Scripture, and baffled in his purpose. In all his 
temptations his object was to see ii S^^t^^ ^%a ^^ 
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Son of God, but our Lord so answers bitn as to leave 
him in doubt, when He says, "J# is written again, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Loed thy God." Jbstts 
could descend by another way than throwing Himself 
down boastfully. He will not therefore tempt God. 
Men tempt God in many ways, by unduly proving 
His power, or unduly trying His will, or searching 
into His wisdom, or trying what they can do with 
God. 

But these things are to be avoided, so long as we 
can know by our reason and powers what to do. 
Whence we must infer, that whenever a man knows 
by the exercise of his understanding, enlightened by 
prayer, by counsel, or help, what to do to escape 
danger, he ought not to leave it undone by seeking 
for an experiment from God. Por although God can 
do all things, yet He says to His disciples, " When 
they persecute you in this city, fiee ye into another** 
But if human reason or foresight fail, and a man 
knows not what to do, then he may securely turn to 
the power of God, and commit himself to His Provi- 
dence, not tempting God, but devoutly trusting Him, 
and seeking Him in fervent prayer. Our Lobd, un- 
moved by the Tempter, answers him again by the 
voice of Scripture, teaching us that the devil is to 
be overcome with this " sword of the Spirit," and by 
patient endurance, rather than by signs and wonders ; 
and further, that we must do nothing for self-display, 
nor through love of boasting. In meekness He 
caught him, and in humility He conquered. Be thou 
also conformed to Christ's example, and conquer in 
the same manner. The devil lifts up many on high 
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that he may draw them more easily to a heavier fall : 
the higher thou standest, the greater the danger. 
iElevation overthrowa Prelates, therefore our Lobd 
allows Himself to be taken to such a place, and yet 
yields not to the devil there, that they who are placed 
in such a station may resist the adversary, who places 
a man even on the pinnacles of the Temple, that he 
may think himself better than others, and by a false 
humility throw himself down. Thenceforward, be- 
cause the LoBD shows nothing of His Divinity, the 
enemy takes Him for man. 

The 3rd assault. The third time therefore, he tempted 
Him as man. Taking Him thence, he carried " Him 
up into an exceeding high mountain^ and showeth Him 
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them : 
and saith unto Him, All these things will I give Thee, if 
Thou wilt fall down and worship me. For that is deli- 
vered unto me; and to whomsoever I will, I give it,** 
He related in a "moment of time" all the objects 
of desire in the world, to persuade Him they were 
beautiful, and to be delighted in ; and to induce 
Him to subject Himself to him. By " the moment,** 
is shown the transitory nature of all earthly goods, 
they pass by in a moment, nay, pass away before they 
come. 

He tempted Him, the Losi) of all, to avarice, in 
arrogance and boasting, and with a lie, promising to 
give that which he could not give ; saying, "^// these 
things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and 
worship me.*' 

Nothing so makes a man subject to the devil as to 
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strive after wealth, and to be overcome with the love 
of gain. 

Satan promises the kingdoms of the world to Him, 
Who hath prepared the kingdom of heaven for be- 
lievers. The glory of the world he promises to Him, 
Who is the Lord of the glory of heaven. He who 
has nothing engages to give the universe to Him Who 
possesseth all things. Satan asks to be worshipped 
by Him Whom angels and archangels worship in 
heaven. Here is the ancient pride of the devil, who, 
as at the beginning, would make himself equal with 
God, so now he would usurp Divine worship. 

Thus the devil tries to lead man to the mountain, 
persuading him to fall down, and neglecting the 
righteousness of God, to subject himself to him, jfrom 
whose service Christ (Who was tempted and suf- 
fered for us) would deliver us. When therefore thou 
wouldst become great and lofty, and when thou put- 
test these things before the eyes of thy soul, then 
know that the devil is showing thee the kingdoms of 
the world, and if thou wilt gain them, thou must fall 
down and worship him. He that worships the devil 
must fall down, and he is never worshipped without a 
fall. Let us then despise ambition, because it sub- 
jects us to the power of the devil. 

Here that murderer cowered before Him ; and the 
Loud and Conqueror, threatening him with Divine 
authority, threw him off, and bad him begone. " Get 
thee hencey Satan" thou enemy of truth and of man's 
salvation. Thus did Jesus put an end to his tempta- 
tion, and suffered him to go no further. Hence we 
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are taught to bear our own wrongs, but by no means 
to endure wrongs done to God, When Satan said, 
" Cast Thyself down," the Lobd was not moved, nor 
did He chide him. But when he usurped God's 
honour, saying, " Jll this will I give Thee, if Thou wilt 
fall down and worship me," He was indignant and re- 
pelled him. Par different was the rebuke given to him, 
from that given to the Apostle Peter. To Peter it was 
said, '* Get thee behind Me, Satan,*' i. e. follow Me, for 
thou art contrary to My will. To Satan it was said, 
" Get thee hence,'* but not behind Me. Afterwards the 
LoED adds, " Thou shall worship the Loed thy God," 
not only internally with faith, hope, and love ; " and 
Him only shall thou serve'^ with external homage. 

application, — In this order of temptation we see 
that the devil begins with lighter sins, and proceeds to 
the heaviest. He begins with a light temptation of 
His appetite, especially in time of hunger, and finally 
proceeds to idolatry. But Cheist conquered the 
temptations, meeting them in his own principles. 
Eor He repelled them as soon as they were suggested ; 
and so must we if we would conquer. Satan is called 
the Old Serpent, and like one he is slippery, and if 
not bruised in his head, that is, in his suggestions, he 
will immediately glide in the whole body of consent^ 
and make us his victims. 

All the temptations being now accomplished and 
overcome, for the fulfilling of which the Loed came, 
Lucifer left Him Whom he never held, and retreated, 
conquered and confused, but only "/or a season.*' 
Afterwards he tempted Him, not craftily, W\. o^ev^^ 



122 THE TBMPTATIOK OP OTTB LOBB. 

by the Jews, attacking Him personally, and in His 
Members ; for as the time of His Passion drew near, 
he raised persecutors against Him, and began to assail 
Him not only by himself, but by his instruments, 
thinking to cast Him down with the fear of death. 
The adversary retired, not as obeying the bidding, but 
the Divinity of Christ, and the Holy Ghost Who 
was in Him, drove the devil hence. We learn, for our 
consolation, that the devil cannot tempt the man of 
QtOD as long as he thinks proper, but only so long 
as Christ permits ; and His permission is regulated 
by our infirmity, "/or He tvill not mffer n% to he tempted 
above that we are able to bear,^^ (1 Cor. x. 13.) 

Now in the forementioned assaults, in which our 
Christian warfare is exercised, all temptation is said to 
be overcome and destroyed in its roots. For in glut- 
tony, pride and avarice, from which temptation arises, 
all sins confederated together are destroyed ; for in 
these three is the material of all sins, the seeds of 
which are to be guarded against in their very origin. 
S. John says, " All that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world.'* (1 S. John ii. 16.) 
And against this triple weapon of the enemy, we have 
as many arms of defence to oppose. We must repel 
the lust of the flesh by fasting and abstinence— pride, 
by prayer — avarice, by alms. 

But as that old adversary left the Lord only for a 
time, and returned in the time of His Passion, and 
assailed Him openly, so he ceases for a time to tempt 
us, that finding us careless and ofl^ our guard, and re- 
turning suddenly, he may break in upon us unezpee- 
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tedly. Thus are we instructed to watch and exercise 
caution ; for though we may overcome one temptation, 
yet we find the devil ever ready for battle. 

"We may observe, too, that the order of the tempta- 
tion was according to the order of that of Adam. 
" In the day that thou eatest thereof :^^ here is excess. 
** Ye shall be as Gods ;" here is vain-glory. " Knowing 
good and evil :" here is covetousness, or ambition for 
exaltation and immoderate knowledge. 

Now Cheist was willing to be tempted for many 
reasons. 

1st. To liberate us from temptation ; as by His Own 
Death He delivered us from death. 

2nd. To teach us caution, that no man, however 
holy, should presume to consider himself free from 
temptations. Therefore, after Baptism, and after 
having received the Holt Qhost, He would be 
tempted, to show us that the sanctified have still a 
greater fight to endure. 

3rd. To give us a Pattern of fighting, and by this 
teach us, that He might be our Mediator, not only 
by His help, but also by His Example. 

4th. To animate us, that no one should be disturbed 
at temptations rushing unexpectedly upon him, when 
he sees that even Chbist was subjected to them. 

5th. To conquer the devil, and thereby to check his 
prowess and audacity. 

6th. According to the Apostle, *^ For, in that He 
Himself hath suffered being tempted^ He is able to suc' 
cour them that are tempted^ (Heb. ii. 18.) He might 
know how better to pity and sympatViVL© ^wv^ >iJckKw\. 
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that are tempted, and give us hope of His pity ; for 
when a man has been tempted himself, he more readily 
pities and compassionates those who are tempted. 

He was also tempted, to give us comfort. For if 
He was tempted after His Baptism, after being called 
the Son of God, after the Holt Ghost abode upon 
Him, after the heaven had been opened to Him, and 
after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, let 
not any man suppose, that because he is tempted he 
is less free from sins, is less a son of God, is less 
under the guidance of the Holt Ghost, or less ac- 
ceptable to God in his repentance. If the Lobd was 
thus handled and tempted, let us not wonder if we are 
likewise ; and since He conquered in all things, let 
us also strive, that by His help we may conquer. Let 
us not trust in any merit of our own, but put all our 
hope and conndence in the succour of the Most High. 
And as the Lobd, on every occasion, convinces the 
adversary, not by virtue of His Power, but by the au- 
thority of Holy Scripture, saying, " It is voritten,'^ 
because He would vanquish him, not by might, but by 
humility, and give us an example of His Patience ; so 
let us also, as often as we suffer from evil men, be 
roused to doctrine rather than vengeance, and van- 
quish our enemies, by lowliness and patience, rather 
than by haughtiness and power. Let us answer by 
Scripture, as Chbist did, saying, if he tempt us with 
the desire of good things, " It is written. Why art 
thou proud, O dust and ashes P all power is of short 
life." If he tempt us to thirst of riches, answer, 
"7^ is written^ We brought nothing into this worlds 
neither can we carry anything out — naked came I out 
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qfmt/ mother* 9 womb, and naked shall I return thither" 
(2 Tim. vi. 7 ; Job i. 21 ; Ps. xlix. 17.) If he tempt 
us with desire of fleshly delights, answer, '* Flesh and 
blood shall not inherit the Kingdom of God." ** If ye 
live after the flesh ye shall die; but if ye, through the 
Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live" 
(1 Cor. XV. 50 ; Eom. viii. 13 ; Gal. v. and vi.) 

And 80 of all other sins, when assailed by them, let 
us always use the shield of the Holy Scripture for our 
defence against them. 

Come now, disciple of Cheist, and imitate Thy 
Divine Master in His retirement. His devout prayer, 
fasting and triple conflict with the crafty enemy ; and 
in all danger of temptation learn to have recourse to 
Him, seeing that " fFe have not an High Priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities : 
but was, in all points, tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin" ^^ Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 15, 16.) Nor 
shouldst thou fear temptations, nor doubt in them, 
**for whom God loveth. He chasteneth " (Heb. xii. 6 :) 
" and many are the troubles," not of all men, but 
" of the righteous ;" (Ps. xxxiv. 19 ;) that after they 
have been proved, they may receive the crown of 
life — for, says the Apostle, " Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation; for when he is tried, he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Loed hath pro- 
mised to all them that love Him" Thy conflict is not 
merely with flesh and blood, but against spiritual 
snares. The crown is set before thee, but the conflict 
must be first endured. None can be crowuftA ex^e^ 
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he conquer, and none can conquer unless he fight, and 
the greater the toil, the more joyous will be the crown. 
Fear not temptations then, but rather glory in them ; 
for they are the cause of victory, the matter of tri- 
umphs, ^^for when we are weak, then are we atrongJ^ 
(2 Cor. xii. 9 — 12.) Then is woven the crown of 
righteousness : take up the conflict of Martyrs, and 
thou shalt receive their crown : take up their tor- 
ments, and thou shalt receive their beatitudes. 

Therefore, fear not temptations, for they tend to 
the great profit of the faithful, that they may not 
become proud of their growth in grace, so long as their 
infiji'mity feels the assault of enemies. Now the devil 
tries us in many ways — in prosperity by presumption, 
in adversity by despair, in ease by lust, in business by 
a troubled spirit, in justice by cruelty. And he be- 
guiles us by — 1st, Advising good for the sake of evil. 
2ndly, Advising evil under the semblance of good. 
3rdly, Dissuading from good, as hurtful. 

"We must therefore, take most anxious precautions, 
lest we be taken in the snares of the devil, which he 
lays everywhere, and in various ways. He knows to 
whom to apply the heat of lust, to whom to throw the 
allurements of appetite, before whom to set the attrac- 
tions of luxury, into whom to infuse the venom of 
envy, whom to disturb with vexation, whom to delude 
with joy, whom to overwhelm with fear, whom to 
seduce with admiration ; he examines every tempera- 
ment, he fans every care, he scrutinizes every passion, 
and takes occasion of hurting, as he sees every one 
more zealously occupied. Watch then anxiously, for 
no one is without temptation. If thou art delivered 
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from one, immediately expect another, and so seek to 
be delivered from it, as knowing that another will 
come forthwith. 

Ministering AngeU, "When the victory was won, 
and the tempter vanquished, the angels came and 
ministered to their Lobd. They had, doubtless, wit- 
nessed His conflict at a distance, not coming near, that 
His Godhead might be hid from the tempter, and he 
might have a more convenient opportunity of tempting ; 
that His victory might be more conspicuous, in that 
He conquered Alone, and thus made His Majesty 
more manifest. 

Their ministration may have been threefold. 1st, 
Aflbrding bodily relief in His hunger. 2ndly, Wor- 
ship, in adoring Him as God. 3rdly, Congratulation, 
and praise after His victory. 

This angelic ministration teaches us, during the 
time of our penitential life, to decline the delights of 
outward things, to trample the world and its prince, 
under our feet, and so to be fortified with the protec- 
tion of angels. Thus when Lazarus had endured the 
furnace of poverty, and the anguish of hunger, angels 
took him, and carried him to his rest. 

Consider, then, thy Lobd sitting alone in the desert 
enduring His forty days' fast, and at length needing 
food, and yet would He work no miracle to gain it. 
He allowed His disciples to pluck the ears of com, 
but He wrought no miracle to feed them. He sat in 
patient hunger on the well in .Samaria, but He 
wrought no miracle for His Own relief ; that He only 
did for the satisfaction and benefit of the multitude, 
as when He twice fed them in the wilderness. Tkxsa 
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though He wrought for others, He would not for 
Himself. His meat and drink was to do His Eatheb's 

will. GrO, AND DO THOXI LIKEWISE. 

In all these things Cheist vanquished by humility ; 
there was no display of Divine power : it was such 
a victory as man might obtain if perfect in faith, and 
clothed all over with humility; showing throughout 
invincible patience and imperturbable gentleness, 
from trust in God. And He even submits (O incom- 
parable depth of humility, and inexhaustible patience 
for our sakes !) He submits to be led from place to 
place by the Evil One. O inconceivable height and 
depth of meekness ! as it is higher than heaven above, 
so is it deeper than hell below; for to the lowest 
depths of hell were we falling by our pride, till even 
from thence hath He raised us by His lowliness. 

See On Temptations, Companion to Sick Room, p. 
180 ; and Williams on the Nativity. 



Oh, my Saviour ! let it not be said that Thou bast 
suffered in vain for me, for love of whom Thou didst 
go into the desert to dwell with wild beasts, and there 
fast forty days and forty nights, and afterwards didst 
submit to the temptation of the devil, that Thou 
mightest destroy his power and dominion over us 
sinners. O ! make me sensible of this Thine exceed- 
ing love. 

How couldst Thou suffer Satan, who is always an 
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enemy to Thy love, and to Thy children, always malig- 
nant in his hatred, obstinate in his malice, insensible 
of Thy goodness, and unworthy to appear in Thy 
Presence, how couldst Thou suffer him to approach 
Thee, to speak to Thee, and tempt Thee, as he tempts 
us sinners? Wherefore deignest Thou to expose 
Thyself to so base a being ? How didst Thou permit 
the infernal serpent, after being conquered, to vent 
his rage against Thee by means of his ministers, even 
to binding and crucifying Thee? and that he could 
boast of having crossed Thy designs, and taken Thy 
Life ? All that I know upon this point, O my Saviour, 
is, that Thou didst w411 thus to suffer, through Thy 
love for me and all sinners. Thy wisdom and mercy 
have made this admirable concord, whereby GrOD is 
glorified, and man saved. 

What then, O my God ! prevents Thy goodness 
from willing, and Thy power from now performing all 
that I ask ? Communicate to me Thy light, Thy love, 
Thy purity. Thy strength, and make me what Thou 
wouldst have me to be. I know that I am not worthy 
of it, but Thy goodness is greater than my unworthi- 
ness. Have pity on me, Loed, for Thine Own sake ; 
assist, heal, establish me, and make me what Thou 
wishest. For if, Lobd, the devil dared to tempt Thy 
incomparable holiness, over which he had no power, 
and from which he had, on the contrary, much to 
fear ; if he has attacked spotless Innocence, invincible 
strength, and consummate virtue ; if he is opposed to 
Thy eternal designs, to overthrow them, what will he 
not attempt against a feeble man like myself, bom in 
sin, and full of corruption ? 

K 
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Thou knowest, O Loed, that this roaring lion 
sleeps not, he seeks to devour me, and leaves nothing 
undone, which can annoy me ; he glides about every- 
where, and constantly tempts me to evil, corrupts the 
good that I do, and lays snares for my feet. I am 
not even secure against him when sleeping or waking, 
he tempts me at all times and on all occasions ; he 
transforms himself into an angel of light ; he attacks 
me in good and evil, in labour and repose, in prayer 
and in action. He so insinuates into my thoughts, 
desires, and affections, that I do not perceive him. 
When he cannot make me sin, he troubles me by his 
temptation, and Wearies me by his importunities. He 
shakes me by the dangerous images with which he 
fills my mind; he redoubles his wrath and envy to 
take from me the good things which he has himself 
lost. He calls to his aid all the furies of hell, the 
vanity of the world, the bias of corrupt nature, evil 
examples, the accidents of life, and even the sins 
which Thou hast pardoned, and he thus attacks me in 
the very midst of Thy mercies. 

O Loed of heaven. Refuge of sinners ! come to my 
assistance in the time of temptation. Repress the 
fury of the serpent, whose head Thou hast bruised ; 
dissipate the powers of hell, and suffer me not ever to 
yield to their efforts. 



SrageriEJ. 

O Loed, Who for our sake, &c. — Collect for the 
I'irat Sunday in Lent, 
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O LoBD Jesus, Who for our sakes wast led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, and didst there continue, 
among wild beasts, for forty days and nights in watch- 
ings, prayers, and fastings ; and when suffering hun- 
ger, didst permit Satan to tempt Thee ; grant me, O 
merciful Jesus, the virtue of abstinence and conti- 
nence, that I may abstain from and subdue all sin, 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, and so perse- 
vere in prayer and all spiritual exercises, that I may, 
by Thy help and grace, O my God, escape the snares 
of the devil, and overcome his temptations, and those 
of the world and the flesh, that they may never defile 
me, or separate me from Thee, but rather purify and 
unite me to Thee. And since our life on earth is a 
continual temptation and sorrow, remember, O Lobd, 
our trouble and toil, and grant us not to fall, but by 
Thy Temptation ever to conquer, and at last to be 
mercifully delivered from all temptations. Amen. 



O heavenly and most merciful Fatheb, I most 
humbly beseech Thee, for Thy Son's sake, Jesus 
Chbist our LoBD, have mercy upon me, and succour 
me in these terrible assaults and temptations of the 
devil ; deliver my soul from all his power and craft ; 
send me strength from above, that I may retain my 
integrity, may resist the enemy, and stand steadfast in 
the day of trial. Be Thou my strong rock, and castle 
of defence, that, being preserved through Thy grace 
and assistance, I may continue Thy faithful soldien 
and servant unto my life's end. 
k2 
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Nourish all the seeds of grace that are sown in my 
heart, and make them fruitful unto every good word 
and work. Give me the increase of faith, hope, and 
charity, and all other Christian graces ; and that I 
may ohtain that which Thou dost promise, make me 
ever to love that which Thou dost command ; and this 
I heg through the merits, and for the sake, of Thy 
dear Son Jesus Cheist our Loed. Amen. 

Oh let me . turn away my ears from the deceitful 
tempter, and resolve to have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness ; let me resist the first 
motions of sin in my mind, and fly from the company 
and conversation of those that would seduce me to 
evil, and betake myself to those means which reason 
and religion, and the dictates of Thy Holt Spiett, 
shall instruct me are proper to subdue the temptations 
I am now under ; and oh, let the mighty power of 
Thy grace animate my courage, and strengthen my 
faith, that nothing may stop me in my Christian war- 
fare; but that fighting manfully under Cheist's 
banner, against the world, the flesh, and the devil, I 
may at last triumph with Him in His heavenly king- 
dom, where there shall be no more conflict with sin, 
but I shall love and praise Thee throughout all ages. 
Amen. — From Devotions for the Sick Room, 
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TESTIMONY OF S. JOHN BAPTIST TO THE MESSIAH. 



&oiiftl i^atviiiibt. 



S. John i. 19—34. 



And this is the record of 
John, when the Jews sent 
Priests and Levites from Jeru- 
salem to ask him , Who art thou ? 
And he confessed, and denied 
not ; but confessed, I am not 
the Christ. And they asked 
him, What then ? art thou 
Elias ? And he saith, I am not. 
Art thou that Prophet ? And he 
answered, No. Then said they 
unto him. Who art thou ? that 
we may give an answer to them 
that sent us. What sayest thou 
of thyself? He said, I am the 
voice of one crying in the wil- 
derness. Make straight the way 
of the Lord, as said the Prophet 
Esaias. And they which were 
sent were of the Pharisees. And 
they asked him, and said unto 
him. Why baptizest thou then. 



if thou benot'tbat Christ, nor 
Elias, neither that Prophet } 
John answered them, saying, I 
baptize with water: but there 
standeth One among you. 
Whom ye know not ; He it is, 
Who coming after me is pre- 
ferred before me, Whose shoe's 
latchet I am not worthy to un- 
loose. These things were done 
in Bethabara beyond Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. The 
next day John seeth Jesus 
coming unto him, and saith, 
Behold the Lamb of God, 
Which taketh away the sin of 
the world. This is He of Whom 
I said. After me cometh a Man 
Which is preferred before me : 
for He was before me. And I 
knew Him not: but that He 
should be m&ide -niiaiXiAiesX. \.q 
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Israel ; therefore am I come said unto me, Upon Whom thou 

baptizing with water. And shalt see the Spirit descending, 

John bare record, saying, I saw and remaining on Him, the Same 

the Spirit descending from is He Which baptizeth with the 

heaven like a Dove, and it abode Holy Ghost. And I saw, and 

upon Him. And I knew Him bare record that this is the Son 

not : but He that sent me to of God. 
baptize with water, the Same 



3acflectton£{. 

Jestjs came to Jordan ; and John seeing Him coming 
unto him, pointed to Him, and said, ^^ Behold the Lamb of 
God, Which tg^eth away the sins of the u>orldJ ' In which 
words the testimony of S. John is delivered in a two- 
fold manner. First, in relation to His true Humanity, 
in which He was sacrificed for us, in that he said, 
" Behold the Lamb of God," that is, sent from God, 
to be offered as a most acceptable Sacrifice. Secondly, 
in relation to His Divinity, in that it is added, " Who 
taketh away the sins of the world,^^ for to take away 
sins is the prerogative of God only. Por this is the 
cause wherefore He came, that taking upon Himself 
the sins of a perishing world. He might abolish the 
ruin of sin, and the death of all men, in Himself, Who 
could not be overcome. He had now come and was 
not acknowledged; but now He is testified unto. 
Behold, He is here, Whom the Patriarchs so longed 
for, Whom Prophets foretold. Whom the law typified. 
" Behold the Lamb o/God," behold Him " Who taketh 
away the sifis of the world;'* as if it was said, Behold 
the Innocent amidst sinners, the Eighteous amongst 
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the wicked, tbe Holj amongst the unholy ; in Whom 
no sin could be found, and Who, therefore, is able to 
take away the sins of the world. Wherefore He was 
offered as a Lamb for the sins of the people, because 
in Him is grace and power capable of purging away 
sins. He called Christ the Lamb, because, among 
all the figures of the Old Testament, the Paschal 
Lamb more truly typified Chbist, because that 
Paschal Lamb was without blemish, and because, by 
the offering of it, the children of Israel were delivered 
from the Egyptian bondage. So also Chbist was 
without sin, and by His Passion we have been freed 
from the bondage of the devil ; and not only by reason 
of its innocence, but also on account of its meekness, 
Chbist is called the Lamb ; because " He was led as a 
Lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep be/ore her shearers 
is dumb, so He opened not His mouth J*^ (Isa. liii. 7.) 
Although other sacrifices were offered in the Temple at 
certain times, yet there was one daily sacrifice, in which 
a lamb was offered morning and evening ; nor was this 
ever changed, but was observed as the principal sacri- 
fice, others being offered by way of adjunct. Where- 
fore this continuous sacrifice, which prefigured the 
perpetuity of bliss, consisted of a Lamb ; and so is 
Chbist our everlasting bliss. He taketh away sins, 
not only once but daily. Whence it is said, not, He 
shall take away, but, He taketh away, as though He 
were always doing it. Not only did He bear them 
when He suffered, but from that time to this He taketh 
them away. For He offered one oblation for sin, 
through which He is ever cleansing from it. He 
taketh away sins, by satisfying for them, aivd b^ ^^^- 
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ing us from them in His Own Blood ; and moreover 
by daily remitting those sins which are committed, by 
helping us to forsake them, and by altogether freeing 
us from them, by leading us into that heavenly life 
where they shall no more bo committed. Not only 
did He wash us, when He shed His Blood for us, or 
when we were baptized into the mystery of His 
Passion ; but also in the Holy Communion, wherein 
the faithful are fed with His precious Body and Blood, 
by an ineffable consecration of the Spirit. 

Jesus now came to John after His Baptism, for a 
twofold reason. 

First, because that was a Baptism of repentance, 
and he had baptized Him with many others, that no 
one should conclude that He had come to John at 
the Jordan for the same reason as others ; to confess 
His sins, or to be washed unto repentance. Wherefore 
He comes, giving John an opportunity of correcting 
this error, by pointing Him out as the Lamb and 
Bedeemeb from the sin of the whole world. 

Secondly, that those who had heard his former 
words, might more fully receive what he had said ; so 
he adds, " This is He of Whom I spake,** &c. John 
baptized that he might make Him manifest to all the 
people who flocked to him. For John was ordained 
for the manifestation of Chbist, and to give testimony 
concerning Him, by baptizing in the Name of Him 
Who should come, by preaching His Advent, and by 
preparing the people to receive Him. 

"J saw the Spirit descending from heaven upon 
Him.** The Baptist understood from that vision that 
CifBiST was the true and natural Son of God, having 
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the same glory as the Patheb. He here testifies, 
that He Whom He had before spoken of as Man, was 
also God ; thereby testifying to both Natures. Our 
LoBD had four testimonies. 1. From the Prophets, 
that He was the Cheist. 2. From John, " Behold the 
Lamb of God." 3. From the Fatheb, " This is My 
Beloved Son." 4. His works, ^^ If I do not the works 
of My Fatheb, believe Me not.^' 



jmeHttattouiE;. 

O Source of Mercy! Divine Shepherd! Lamb of 
God ! Son of the Fatheb, Who earnest down from 
heaven to seek Thy lost sheep. Who earnest to seek 
them Thyself because Thou knewest that they would 
lose themselves without Thee; that they could not 
return to the fold, if Thou dost not lead them thither ; 
I am lost as a weindering sheep, I have abandoned 
Thy sweet and refreshing pastures to run after the 
empoisoned herbs of this life. I am far from Thy 
Flock, in not having obeyed Thee, I have left the 
ways in which Thou wouldst have led me, and have 
wandered in the paths of danger. 1 know my w^an- 
derings ; O Lamb of God ! Seek Thy sheep, O chari- 
table Pastor ! recall Thy servant, and as Thou didst 
permit the wild beasts of the desert to approach Thee, 
so suffer me to come near Thee ; I am more intract- 
able than they, but Thou canst subdue me by Thy 
love, and make me to render the obedience which I 
owe Thee. 

What thanks should I not render to Tsv^^^fet ^ 
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the benefits whicli Thou hast poured upon me from 
the moment of my birth even until now. Let all 
creatures praise Thee with me : and because Thou art 
above all praise from Thy creatures, let Thy Majesty 
and goodness praise Thee, since they are the measure 
of the good with which Thou hast overwhelmed me. 
What would become of me if Thou didst not take 
care of me, and if I were deprived of the benefits 
which I receive from Thy bounty ? Teach me to 
recognize them as much as I ought, and to love Thee 
as much as I can. Thy Almighty power is exercised 
chiefly in pardoning sinners, whom Thou hast created 
in Thine Own Image ; have pity upon me according 
to Thy great mercy : lift up my heart above all earthly 
things to those great recompenses which Thou hast 
promised us, for they exceed all our desires and merit 
all our hearts. 

If Thou, my Sovereign Judge, shouldst enter into 
judgment with Thy servant, what would become of 
me ? I may deceive myself, but I cannot deceive Thy 
infinite wisdom ; convert me then, O Lamb of God, 
and humble my pride before the day of Thy wrath. 
O my LoED and my God ! "Who art also my Saviour, 
Thou knowest that presumption, vain-glory, and self- 
will are the cause of my ruin; drag from my heart 
these corrupt roots, teach me to flee to Thee with 
a sincere desire to be healed, since Thou art my 
Health, and Thou alone canst heal the wounds of my 
soul. Thou, O Saviour, canst do whatsoever Thou 
wilt, make therefore my soul to feel Thine infinite 
greatness. If Thou wilt, Thou canst enlighten my 
blindness, strengthen my weakness, replenish me with 
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Thy grace, entirely subdue me to Thyself, and elevate 
me above everything base, to a participation of Thy 
purity: speak then, O most mighty and merciful 
Saviour! speak to this leper, this miserable sinner; 
speak only, O Eternal Word ; and I shall be healed, 
I shall be strong, I shall love and imitate Thee per- 
fectly. 



O LoED God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
Who takest away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy upon me. 

And take away the burden and the guilt of my 
manifold sins, that they may neither impede my 
serving Thee, nor overwhelm me in the day of judg- 
ment. Amen. 



O Gracious Jestj, Redeemer of the lost. Saviour of 
the Eedeemed, the Hope of the exiles, the sweet 
Consolation of the poor in spirit, the Strength of 
those who labour, the Eefreshment of the weary, the 
Crown of those who overcome, the only Reward and 
the true Joy of the heavenly citizens, the glorious 
Offspring of the Almighty God, the exalted Fruit of 
the Virgin's womb, the Fount of all grace, of Whose 
fulness all we have received; I thank Thee for Thy 
great goodness, which hast borne with me, a vile sinner, 
and hast looked upon me with eyea o^ \xi^tc^, ^nw>l 
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when I was living in abominable sins, and hast 
brought me to repentance. Oh, may I be drawn to 
Thee, desire Thee, hope in and love Thee as the End 
of all things, O Jesus, the Desire of all, may I come 
to Thee, may I follow Thee ; for Thou alone sufficest, 
Thou alone savest. Thou alone art good and gracious 
to those who seek Thee, and love Thy holy Name. 
Amen. 



Son of David, Blessed Eedeemer, Lamb of God, 
that takest away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy upon me ; 

Jesu, be a Saviour unto me ; Thou that sparedst 
Thy servant Peter that denied Thee thrice; Thou 
that didst cast seven devils out of Mary Magdalene, 
and forgavest the woman taken in adultery, and didst 
bear the convert thief from the cross to the joys of 
Paradise ; 

Have mercy upon me also. 

1 acknowledge, O Loed, that I am vile, but yet 
redeemed with Thy precious Blood ; I am blind, but 
Thou art the light of the world; I am weak, but 
Thou art my strong Kock ; I have been dead in tres- 
passes and sins, but Thou art my Eesurrection and 
my life. 

Thou, O LoED, lovest to show mercy. Behold then, 
O LoED, a fit object for Thy pity : my sins are so 
many and great, that to forgive me mil be an act of 
glorious mercy. Despise me not, O Loed, for I am 
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Thy creature ; despise me not, for Thou didst die for 
me : cast me not away in Thine anger, for Thou camest 
to seek and to save me. 

Behold, I am in Thy hands ; grant I may so weep 
and be contrite for my sins, that in the hour of my 
death I may find mercy, and in the day of judgment 
I may be freed from all the terrors of Thy wrath, and 
the sentence of the wicked, and may behold Thy face 
with joy and security, being set at Thy right hand, 
with all Thy saints and angels, to sing an eternal hal- 
lelujah to the honour of Thy mercies. Amen, gracious 
Jestj, Amen. 



O LoBD Jestj Cheist, Son of the Eternal G-od, 
interpose Thy holy Death, Thy Cross and Passion, 
between Thy judgment and my soul, now and in the 
hour of my death ; granting unto me grace and mercy 
— to all faithful people pardon and peace — to the 
Church unity and amity — to all sinners repentance 
and amendment — to us all, life and glory everlasting, 
who livest and reignest ever one G-od, world without 
end. Amen. 



O God the Pathee, Who wouldst not the death of 
a sinner, have mercy upon me. 

O Thou God of mercy, that wouldst have the sinner 
repent and live, give me a due sense of all my sins, 
and then forgive and pity me. 

O Thou, that wouldst have all meu eoTOkft \.o '^Jckfe 
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knowledge of the truth, and be saved, cast me not 
away from Thee. 

O Holy Fathee, Who didst so love the world, that 
Thou gavest Thy Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life ; 

Have mercy upon me, a miserable sinner. 

O Thou that despisest not a broken and contrite 
heart, and Whose will and power nothing can resist ; 
O do Thou create a clean heart, and renew a right 
spirit within me. O say unto my soul, I will, be 
thou clean ; and be it unto Thy servant according to 
Thy word. 

O Thou, that hast no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, and hast given Thy Son to die, that sin- 
ners may not die eternally ; spare me, Loed most 
holy, God most mighty, and deliver me from the 
bitter pains of eternal death. 

O Blessed Jestjs, Who didst die that repentance 
and remission of sins should be preached to all the 
world in Thy Name ; O do Thou make my repentance 
such as Thou hast required and wilt accept, and let 
Thy merits render it effectual to the forgiveness of 
my sins. 

O Thou, Who didst taste death for every man, and 
didst lay down Thy life for those who were dead in 
Adam, and hast promised to accept all such as come 
unto Thee ; O cast me not away from Thee, but have 
mercy upon me, O Gk>D, my God. 

O Thou, Who hast bidden such as are weary and 
heavy laden come unto Thee, and promised they should 
£ad rest for their souls ; Loed, look down upon 
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me, who in the bitterness and anguish of mj soul 
come unto Thee, and have mercy upon me. 

O Holy and Ever-Blessed Spieit, Whose sacred 
fires melt down the hardest hearts. Whose holy aids 
are sufficient to help our infirmities, and Whose fruits 
are repentance, and peace, and joy; O do Thou 
direct, assist, and guide my soul, and keep me in all 
Thy ways. 

O Thou Who leadest the ignorant to the truth, 
sinners to repentance and righteousness, and art the 
Comforter of the sad and wounded soul ; O do Thou 
open my eyes to see the error of my ways, and my 
heart to hate and forsake them, and let Thy grace 
and comfort guide me in all my difficulties, and sup- 
port me in all my trials. 

O Blessed Spieit, Who knowest the dangers that 
encompass, and the temptations that beset and most 
easily prevail against me ; O be Thou my guide, and 
never leave me nor forsake me ; but from the deceit 
of my heart, the wiles of the devil, from melancholy 
and despair, 

Good LoED, deliver me. 

O Gracious God, give me not up to myself, and 
withdraw not Thy grace from me, but assist and accept 
my prayers and my repentance, and hear Thy Son 
Who maketh intercession for me ; let His Blood atone 
for me, and by His stripes let my soul be healed. 

O Merciful Fathee, Who wouldst have me repent 
and live, and by Whose grace and aid I have here 
prostrated myself before Thee, to confess and bewail 
my sins, and purposed to forsake them \ O fti^i 'Y^clovs^ 
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wbo knowest the deceit of my heart, the weakness of 
my best resolutions, and the power and prevalence of 
my corrupt nature, let Thy grace be sufficient for 
me, and the help of Thy Spieit make my sorrow sin- 
cere, my resolution stedfast ; and so change and con- 
secrate my affections, that they may never more mis- 
guide me. 

O Thou that art the Maker and Lover of souls, hear 
my prayer, forgive my sins, accept my sorrows, 
strengthen my resolutions, confirm my vows, and 
grant me repentance to life eternal, for Cheist Jesus' 
sake. Amen, Amen. 
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CHAPTBE XIV. 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

THE FIBST MIBAOLE AT OAETA. 



6ofifA i^arratibf. 



S. John ii. 1. 



And the third day there was 
a marriage in Cana of Galilee ; 
and the Mother of Jesus was 
there. And both Jesus was 
called, and His disciples, to 
the marriage. And when they 
wanted wine, the Mother of 
Jesus saith unto Him, They 
have no wine. Jesus saith 
unto her, Woman, what have I 
to do with thee? Mine hour 
is not yet come. His Mother 
saith unto the servants. What- 
soever He saith unto you, do it. 
And there were set there six 
water-pots of stone, after the 
manner of the purifying of the 
Jews, containing two or three 
firkins apiece. Jesus saith 
unto them. Fill the water-pots 
with water. And they filled 



them up to the brim. And He 
saith unto them. Draw out now, 
and bear unto the governor of 
the feast. And they bare it. 
When the ruler of the feast had 
tasted tiie water that was made 
wine, and knew not whence it 
was, (but the servants whidi 
drew ihe water knew,) the go- 
vernor of the feast called the 
Bridegroom, and saith imto 
him. Every man at the begin- 
ning doth set forth good wine, 
and when men have weU drunk, 
then that which is worse : but 
thou hast kept the good wine 
until now. This beginning of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifested forth 
His glory, and His disciples 
believed on Him. 
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Jesus began to enlighten the world with wonderful 
signs. By His Bodily Presence, and no less by the 
beginning of His miracles, He would honour and 
commend marriage, which He h«d appointed, as lawful 
and honourable. See the Lobd Jesfb eating as one 
of the guests, and sitting humbly among them, \intil 
His mother tells Him " they have no wine.** This 
happened not casually, but that there might be an op- 
portunity for a miracle, by which His Glory should be 
manifested, and the faith of His disciples in Him be 
confirmed. 

Mary said, " They have no wine,** hinting only at the 
deficiency, but asking nothing ; knowing that to her 
Holy and loving Son it was enough to suggest the 
need, without making the request, and therefore she 
does not say, * Give them wine,' observing the rever- 
ence due to her Son, and, trusting in His liberality 
and mercy, she merely sets forth the deficiency. Jssrs 
answered, ** Woman, what have I to do vnth thee? 
Mine hour is not yet come** " To know the fit time 
for the miracle is Mine, it belongs to Me, alone, and 
therefore," He adds, " Mine hour is not yet come.** To 
work miracles belongeth to Chbist according to His 
Divine Nature, which He had not from His mother ; 
and, therefore, in His manner of answering her, He 
showed that in this He owed her no obedience. He 
had the power of working miracles from the Father ; 
but when the hoiur of suffering is come, in the Nature 
which He had from His mother, then He recognized 
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her from the Cross, and commended her to " tJie dis- 
ciple whom He loved,** 

The Blessed Virgin, trusting in His goodness, 
thought her request not rejected, but only del&yed, 
and therefore returned to the servants who ministered, 
and said, " Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it** She , 
knew Him to be so merciful and kind, that He would 
sympathize with those who were in want, and do what 
was required, though He seemed to speak sharply, and 
to refuse. Let us learn from this, always to obey 
Cheist, and not despair if, when we pray. He seem 
to answer us harshly, but, like the Blessed Virgin, 
confidently wait for His mercy. 

Jesus said unto the servants, " Fill the water-pots 
with water** And they filled them up to the brim. 
And the Loed, by His Divine Power, turned the 
water into wine ; then He ordered them to draw out, 
and take it to the ruler of the feast, which they did. 
And the ruler was astonished when he tasted the 
good wine. In the miracles of Cheist, we generally 
find that they terminated in something better than 
could be done naturally. Every man at first sets forth 
good wine; loves, and seeks what is lovely for the 
present, then what is worse, for he will find bitterness 
in the future. Thus the devil first suggests something 
under the form of good, and when a man is inebriated 
by complacency, then he infuses what is worse. 
Cheist does not first set forth the good wine, but re- 
serves it for the future. At first He sets before us 
things bitter and hard, because narrow is the way that 
leadeth unto life, and all, who will live godly in Cheist^ 
must suffer bitterness and tribulations \ but ycl ^kfc 
l2 
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future they obtain delights and joys eternal. This 
beginning of miracles did Jestjs in Oana of Galilee, and 
manifested forth His Glory, His true but hidden 
Divinity, and confirmed the faith of Hia disciples, who 
believed on Him. This was the beginning of His 
mighty works ; and in this He showed Himself as the 
Bridegroom of His Church, and that it is He Who 
created all things out of nothing, since He could 
change the elements at will. 

As in marriage there is a union of man with woman, 
BO is there a union of God and man in union of 
Natures, and fellowship of the Spirit created, with the 
Spirit uncreated, and this in grace and in glory. The 
first union or betrothing of God and man was when 
He united the human nature to the Divine, in unity 
of Person. The second, of God and man united in 
one Spirit, in the grace of love. The third, of Gt)D 
and man in glory, when the faithful soul shall be 
called to the marriage supper of the Lamb, (Kev. xix. 
7 — ^9,) and shall Bit down with the Bridegroom in 
heavenly light. 

Now, in all these, the water of earthly consolation 
passes into the wine of eternal delight in the sweet 
communion of God. 

We may say, too, that of the marriage, of whick we 
here speak in the literal sense, is understood the uniooL 
of Ghbist and His Church, and that this marriage 
was begun in the Incarnation, and was promulgated 
when the Church was united to Him by faith — and it 
will be consummated, when the Bride (the Church) 
shall be introduced into the chamber of the Bride- 
groom in celestial glory. 
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Was this then Thy first miracle, O Saviour, that 
Thou wroughtest in Cana of Galilee? -And could 
there be a greater miracle than this, that having been 
ihirtj years on earth, Thou didst no miracle till now ? 
that Thy Divinity did hide itself thus long in flesh, 
that so long Thou wouldst lie obscure, unknown to 
that world Thou earnest to redeem ? The first public 
floiracle graceth a marriage. He that made the first 
marriage in Paradise, bestows His first miracle upon a 
Galilean marriage. He that was the Author of Ma- 
trimony, and sanctified it, doth by His holy Presence, 
honour the resemblance of His eternal union with 
His Church, Happy is that wedding where CnmsT 
is a guest! O Saviour, those who marry in Thee, 
cannot marry without Thfte. There is no holy mar^ 
riage whereat Thou art not truly present by Thy 
Spirit, by Thy gracious benediction. Thou makest 
marriages in heaven, Thou blessest them from heaven. 
O Thou that hast betrothed us to Thyself in truth and 
righteousness, do Thou consummate that happy mar- 
riage of ours in the highest heavens. 

The Blessed Yirgin complains of the want of wine, 
and solicits her Son Jesus for a supply. Whether we 
want bread, or water, or wine, necessaries or comforts, 
whither should we run, O Saviour, but to that infinite 
munificence of Thine, which neither denieth anything 
nor upbraideth ? We cannot want, we cannot abound 
but from Thee. Give us what Thou wilt, so that 
Thou give us contentment with what Thovx ^^^N>« 
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There is a marriage whereto we are invited, yea, 
wherein we are already interested, not as the guests 
only, hut as the hride, in which there shall be no want 
of the wine of gladness. In Thy presence, O Saviour, 
there is fulness of joy, and at Thy right hand plea^ 
suresfor evermore. Blessed are they that are called 
to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. How liberal 
are the provisions of Chbist ? If He had turned but 
one of these vessels, it had been a just proof of His 
power : now He fumisheth them with as much wine 
as would serve a hundred and fifty guests for an en* 
tire feast. Even the measure magnifies at once both 
His power and mercy. The munificent hand of God 
regards not our need only, but our honest afiOiuence. 
The same bounty which expressed itself in the quan- 
tity of the wine, shows itself no less in the excellence. 
Nothing can fall from that Divine Hand, which is not 
excellent. O Blessed Saviour, how delicate is that 
new wine which we shall one day drink with Thee in 
Thy Fathee's kingdom ! Thou shalt turn this water 
of our earthly affliction into that wine of gladness^ 
wherewith our souls shaU be satiate for ever. 



LoED Jestjs Cheist, the Bridegroom of the 
Church, and the Lover of all faithful souls, look down 
in mercy upon me, and supply aU my defects. Enter 
Thou into my inmost heart, and cleanse it from every 
spot of sin, that it may become a fit habitation for 
Thee, Let Thy love so possess my soul, that it may be 
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filled with all holy affections, and the water of earthly 
joy be changed into the wine of eternal gladness, by 
Thy indwelling Presence. And grant that when I 
shftU put off this mortal body, I may for ever sit down 
at the marriage supper of the Lakb. Grant this, 
LoBD, for Thy mercies' sake. Amen. 

O Holy Jesfs, grant that I may one day behold 
Thy unveiled face in celestial glory; and sit down 
with saints and angels at the Marriage Supper of 
Thee, the Lamb of God, and drink new wine in Thy 
Kingdom. Amen. 
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CHAPTEE XV. 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY.— PART I. 

THE LOBD MAKEFESTS HIS DIVIHITT TS THE CLEAKS- 
IS& 07 THE LEPEB. 

The Spibit of the Lobd God is upon Me ; because 
the Lobd hath anointed Me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound ; 
to comfort all that mourn — to give unto them the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness. Isa. Ixi. 1 — 3. 

(See also S. Mark i. 40—44 ; S. Luke v. 12—16.) 

S. Matt. viii. 1. 

When He was come down worshipped Him, saying, Lord, 

from the mountain, great mul- if Thou wilt, Thou canst make 

titudes followed Him. And me clean. And Jesus put forth 

behold, there came a leper and His hand, and touched him. 



am LOHD ouujsaiiB the lefeb. 
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If I will; be thoa dean, 
immediately his leprosy 
leansed. And Jssus saith 
bim, See thou tell no man, 
> thy way, show thyself to 
riest, and offer the gift that 
s commanded, for a testi- 

imto them. And when 
B was entered into Caper- 
., there came unto Him a 
rion beseeching Him, and 
^t Lord, my servant lieth 
>me nek of tibe palsy, 
nudy tormented. And 
} saith unto him, I will 
and heal him. The cen- 
L answered and said, Louo, 
. not worthy that Thou 
iest come under my roof; 
peak the word only, and 
rvant shall be healed. For 

a man imder authority, 
§^ soldiers under me : and I 



say to this man. Go, and he 
goeth ; and to another, Come, 
and he cometh ; and to my ser- 
vant. Do this, and he doeth it. 
When Jesus heard it. He mar- 
veiled, and said to them that 
followed. Verily, I say unto you, 
I have not found so great faith, 
no not in IsraeL And I say 
imto you. That many shall come 
from the east and west, and 
shall sit down with Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven. But the 
children of the kingdom shall 
be cast out into outer darkness ; 
there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. And Jesus 
said unto the centurion. Go thy 
way, and as thou hast believed, 
so be it done unto thee. And 
his servant was healed in the 
selfsame hour. 



lien the Evangelical Law had been given in the 
nt, its confirmation by miracles ensued ; for it is 
)ffice of a good teacher to commend his doctrine 
lets. The LoBD came down &om the mountain* 
bhe people followed Him ; and for their edification 
ras moved to work a miracle. He gives authority 
18 words ; for He is wonderful in His words, and 
m His works. Without miracles His word would 
)e believed. 
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He oame down from the mountain of Divine excel- 
lence into the valley of humiliation ; He emptied Him- 
self, and took on Him the form of a slave. It was 
after His descent that the multitudes followed Him j 
and had He not come down, man would not have gone 
up to follow Him. 

He cleansed the leper, to show that the New Testa- 
ment, and the grace of the Gbspel, was above the 
Law; for the Law shut out the leper, but did not 
cure him. 

And behold there came a leper and worshipped Him, 
9aymff, ^'Lobd, if Thou mlt, Thou canst make wie 
clean,** Here we have faith, humility, and prayer; 
and when these three meet, Ood wiU deny notfaing. 
He fell on his face and worshipped in great humility, 
not hiding his spots, but humbly confessing and de- 
claring them. Humble thyself in like manner, and 
thou shalt be heard. His shame for his spots did not 
stop his confession ; but he showed his wounds and 
asked for a remedy. He did not say, " Heal me," but 
he left all to the will and power of God. Thou canst 
do all things : if Thou wilt, Thou canst. Let us learn 
from his words, not to ask the cure of our bodily in- 
firmities, but leave all to God's good pleasure, Who 
knoweth seasons, and disposeth all in wisdom. 

Jesus had compassion on him, and put forth His 
hand and touched him, saying, I will, be thou eletUL 
The hand of Chbist touched the leper's flesh, and 
cleansed him forthwith. 

The touch of God is threefold, and very powerful. 
The first is that touch of the body whereby Chbist 
healed all infirmities. The second is spiritual, such 
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as itibalat^on and sorrow of mind. The third is the 
toach of spiritual renewal, and of inspiration. 

The touch of the Lobd is mighty, and very effectual, 
imparting to the soul the spirit of fear, and of reso- 
lution to Hye to Him^ the remission of, and cleansing 
from sin, the gift of knowledge, strength to do His 
win, consolation, fortitude, and patience in tribulation ; 
Inflaming the heart with love to Himself, and charity 
to men ; and lastly, elevating us from things earthly 
to heavenly. 

And immediate^ hU lepro9y was cleansed. The cure 
followed the command and will of the Lobd at once. 
This shows the great power of the Lobd, not less than 
it declares His humility; for the law cast the leper 
out of the camp. 

The Scribes and Pharisees scarcely deigned to look 
upon the leper, but He refused not to touch him, 
not only for the sake of the hidden mystery, but that 
He might give us a Pattern of humility, and an 
Example of compassion, that no one should scorn or 
abhor any man for the spots or infirmities of his 
body. Our Lobd also touched him, to show that 
He was not under the law, but above that which for- 
bad the leper to be touched ; and He thereby showed 
also that He was not the slave, but the Lobd of the 
law, Who though He walked according to the law, 
also cured those whom the remedies of the law could 
not cure; and though He brake the letter of the 
law, yet He did not its prohibition. It forbad the 
touch of the leper, to prevent, not the healing of the 
leprosy, but its pollution, but He Who cleansed the 
leprosy could not be polluted by it. Although thA 
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tiOBD could have healed the leper by His word alone, 
yet He applies His Hand ; because His Humanity 
was as the instrument of His Divinity, and the Divine 
power in Chbist wrought by the application of His 
Humanity, to show that it was united to His Qod* 
head. 

And Jestts saith unto him, See thou teU mo mom, 
lest he should arrogantly proclaim himself cured, that 
He might give us an example not to love display and 
honour ; and that the good which we do is not to be 
divulged, but concealed, that we may not only abstain 
£rom the reward of money, but also of human favour, 
praise, and vain-glory, and that we seek them not in 
our works, lest at any time our lefb hand should know 
what our right hand doeth. Doubtless the Lobd 
knew that the man would not be silent, but He for- 
bids him to display what had been done. Elsewhere, 
He commanded such works to be published, enjoining 
them whom He had cured to be grateful. For He 
commands Himself not to be proclaimed, but glory to 
be given to God, that by the leper He might teaeh 
us not to be vain-glorious, but to renounce the pomp 
and vanity of the world: and by him whom He 
cleansed from the legion, He reminds us not to be 
ungrateful, but to give thanks to Gt>i>, and acknow* 
ledge His mercies; and that He might show from 
His wonderful works, that praise is always to be 
given to God alone. For as long as men are afflicted 
with sickness, they remember God ; but when they 
have been released from it, they are beset with tl^ 
languor of sloth ; but that both whole and sick may 
remember God continually, He said to the blind man 
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wbom He had cured, '* Give fflary to God." (S. John 
is. 34.) Or again, He commanded him to tell no 
van^ Ibr the greater benefit of them who believe spon- 
taneouslj; far better are they who believe fireelji 
tbaii those who believe from the hope of benefit. Or 
he was to tell no man, before he had fulfilled what 
was in the law, for he was to wait first for the judg- 
ment of the Priests, to whom it pertamed, according 
to the law, to judge of leprosy, lest, if he told any 
man before he had shown himself to the Priests, they 
ahould hear it, and through envy and hatred of 
Ghbist should cast him out from among the people, 
not regarding the. command of the law. 

And He humbly sent him to the Priests, to whom 
he was to offer gifts, according to the law. 1st, He 
did this, that he might be cleansed according to the 
law, for by it he was not to be esteemed cleansed, 
and so restored to society, until he had been pro- 
nounced clean by the Priests, and had offered the 
gift to God, for his cleansiug. That, aa at their judg- 
ment, he was separated from the common habitations 
of men, so he could not, without their judgment, be 
rentored. 

2ndly, Por humility, that deferring to the Priests, 
He might not seem to detract firom their honour, but 
show that they were to be reverenced. 

8rdly, To show that what they often charged Him 
with was fabe, that He was not a transgressor of the 
law, but that He fulfilled it, walking according to it, 
and healing where it could not. 

4thly, That they might understand that the leper 
cured, not by the order and custom of the lajir^ 
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but above it, by tbe grace and operation of God, and 
tbat Jesus was of greater yirtue than the law, or the 
Priests, because they recogniz'ed a leper whom they 
could not cleanse. He did it also that He might 
moYe the souls of the Priests to believe, and to take 
away all excuse for their unbelief. He ordered the 
gift to be offered for a testimony unto them, i.«, 
against them, if they would not believe on seeing the 
miracle, and for them, as a testimony of their salvation 
if they believed. 

The leper is touched by God, when the sinner 
(who is represented by the leper), is brought to com- 
punction, and he shows himself to the Priest, con- 
fesses his sin to God, and offers the sacrifice of a 
humble and. contrite heart. 

Leprosy (a contagious disease) is the type of sin, 
which is cleansed by the power of Ohbist, the Incar- 
nate Word, touching human nature, and cleansing it 
through Baptism. By the offering of the gift, and the 
publishing of the mercy, is shown, that the baptized 
man is bound to serve God faithfully, and praise Him 
continually. 

The sinner is represented by the leper in many 
ways. 1st, Leprosy is contagious ; and it is dangerous 
to associate with lepers. So are impenitent sinners, 
they infect one another, and it is dangerous to dwell 
among them. 2ndly, It is dangerous, it infects the 
whole body; so does sin the whole man, body and 
soul. 3rdly, It is a loathsome, abominable disease ; so 
are wilful sinners abominable before God and holy 
angels. 4thly, Lepers are separate from others; so 
are sinners ; by the Grace of God they are shut out 
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of the eommunion of the faitHfid, and the Church, both 
li«re and hereafter. 5thlj, Leprosy exhibits different 
ooloors of the skin : so has sin yarious forms and hues 
in the soul. The soul is leprous, that is soiled with 
pride, anger, avarice, sloth, gluttony, envy, or lust. 
* Let such a leper run with confidence to Jestjs, let 
him hasten to the Physician, let him not despair, let 
him truly repent, and long, to be cleansed with this 
believing leper, let him fall on his face in humility, 
and shame, blushing for the spots of his life« But let 
not his shame stifle his confession, let him show his 
wounds, confess himself a sinner, with tears and sighs, 
seek the remedy fer his detested wound, and implore 
the mercy of the Lobd, with a penitent heart and 
soul, and ask to be healed. Let him humble himself 
before God, and deprecate Him, that He may touch 
him, and heal liim with His Grace. Let him confess 
himself unclean, and Chbist powerful to cleanse him, 
and say with the leper, Lobd, if Thou wilt. Thou canst 
make me clean. When he has done all this, let him be 
sure of mercy, and not despair of pardon, for the Lobd 
is gracious, Who casteth out none who come to Him, 
but opens, and spreads the Bosom of His long suffer- 
ing to all. He looks not for length of years in 
penitence ; but for a contrite and humbled hewi;, and 
when we worthily repent. He mercifully forgives our 
sins. To such the Hand of Divine Mercy is stretched 
out, by Whose touch and power all our offences are 
remitted. Nor should such a sinner be received into 
the Church, but by the judgment of the Priest, and 
when cleansed from his sin, he should offer hie gift to 
G-OD, that is, the sacrifice of praise, and he should b^ 
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gntefbl to God, (referring all to His grace,) and do 
good to his neighbour as far as he is able. We should 
attribute nothing to ourselves, by vain-glory, but offer 
all to God ; for God has reserved three things spe- 
cially to Himself, and will give no share of them to 
any creature, viz., glory, vengeance, and the power of 
judgment. The vain-glorious take away His Gloiy, 
the proud and vindictive, who would avenge them- 
selves for wrongs done them, would take away His 
vengeance, the rash and presumptuous who would 
judge the secrets of others, arrogate His judgment. 
The benefited man should be grateful, and give thanks 
to his benefactor, even though he need them not. 
Therefore, though the Lobd had commanded the leper, 
when cleansed, to be silent about his cure, yet he 
went out and began to publish it much, and to blaze 
abroad the matter ; and the fame of His healing and 
doctrine spread the more. The healed man did the 
oflBce of an Evangelist, and showed that he was cured 
internally as well as externally; so that the salvation 
of one brought many to God. And Jesus could no 
bnger openly go into the city, through the crowd and 
preasure of mm rumiiiig to ^ ' ' "" ' 

miraclea ; He 
He inight_^ 
He he 
*^ 
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pr^cHera of the Word of God should shun the ap- 
plause of men, and sometimes withdraw from the mul- 
titude, to have time for prayer. 

He does not manifest Himself to all, who in the 
broad streets and ways are slaves to applause, 
and their own will, but to them, who leave the de- 
lights of the world, and say, the Lord is my portion. 
The Glory of the Lobd is manifested to them, who 
come together from every side, through plains and 
bill country to Him, and whom nothing can separate 
from the love of Chbist. In the city He does mi- 
racles ; He passes the night in prayer in the desert or 
on the mountain, to give an example of both kinds of 
life, the active and the contemplative ; that through 
the love of contemplation a man may not neglect the 
care of his neighbours ; nor be so immoderately busied 
about the care of his neighbour as to leave the study 
of contemplation ; that neither the love of our neigh- 
bour may obstruct the love of God, nor the love of 
QoD prevent the love of our neighbour. 



O XiOBD, my wickednesses are gone over my head, 
[ mv whole soul is full of braises and leprous sores ; 
blind ngBfl of my heart, and my ma- 
t||eible of the dangerous 
M of Thy enlightening 
^dieordera of the in- 
s, their guilt and 
\ dastructire nature^ 



^^Kidastr 
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and in theiir offensiveness against Thy Infinite Ma- 
jesty. Whither shall I fly for health both of soul and 
body, but to Thee the Physician of souls, WTio heaUH 
those who are broken in hearty and givest medicine to 
heal their eickneee ? I am siek, and ciy to Thee for 
help ; blind, and seek to Thee, the Light of life ; dead, 
and implore Thee, Who art Life itself. O Jestjb! 
my Divine Deliverer ! house mercy on me. If Thou wilt, 
Thou canst make me clean, O Eountain of Health! 
hearken to my complaints, and heal my diseased and 
leprous soul. Stretch forth Thy Hand, and deanae 
me with Thy healing touch. £aise me, O Life Eternal, 
from the grave of my sins, for my misery is great. I 
will, therefore, confess my vileness before Thee, and 
show Thee all my trouble. Help me, O my Strength ! 
Shine upon me, O Thou my true Light ! Come, and 
quicken me, O my Life, by Whom alone I live. For 
Thou only art my Help and Light, my Life, and my 
Joy, my Lobd, my Saviour, and my God. 
See also Meditations^ page 181. 



39ra|er. 

O Lobd Jbstts Ohbist, Who didst come down from 
Thy Fatheb's throne mto the Virgin's Womb, to 
cure the leprosy of man; lo, I, a leper, covered 
with manifold spots of sin, adore Thee. If Thou wilt. 
Thou canst make me clean. Stretch forth the Hand 
of Thy Grace and Mercy, touch the body and soul of 
the leper who calls upon Thee, pity me a penitent, 
and speak with power to the disease of my sins. My 
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God, and my Saviour, Who wouldst not the death of 
a sinner, but that he should be converted, O perfect 
in me a sinner, this work of thorough conversion, that 
my soul may be renewed, and live with Thee for 
ever. Amen. 

See aUo '* Prayer for Pardon/^ and " Confession of 
iSim." Devoiiona for the Sick Room, pages 101 and 
146. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY.— PART II. 

THE LOED MANIFESTS HIS DTTDn^TY IN HEALINO 
THE CENTUEION'S PABALTTIO SEEVANT. 

&oiiptl jgtarrattbe. 

See S. Matt. yiii. 5—13, and S. Luke vii. 1—10. 

And when Jestjs was entered into Capernaum, a cen- 
turion came unto Him, This Eoman soldier came with 
the faith, desire, and devotion of a Jew, not of a 
stranger. But being an alien he did not presume to 
come to Jestjs himself, thinking himself unworthy; 
and therefore he deputed the elders of the Jews to go 
in his name, and say, '' My servant (slave) lieth at home 
sick of the palsy y He does not cast him out of his 
house, as many proud, inhuman masters do, sending 
their servants to a hospital when they are afflicted 
with sickness, to save themselves the trouble of 
attending on them. 

He uses these three words, " lying," " paralytic," 
and "grievously tormented," to show the anguish of 
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his soul, and to move the Lobd to compassion. He 
merely named his affliction, but he leaves the remedy 
in the hands of the Lobd's mercy. But the Jews are 
sent by the providence of God, that, if they remained 
incredulous after seeing the miracles, and the faith of 
the Gentile, they might be without excuse. The cen- 
turion had heard of the miracles of Jesits, and firmly 
believed that He could cure his slave, who was dear to 
him, and who would have died, had he not been healed 
by Him. 

By this we should learn to commiserate our servants 
and inferiors, and show care and solicitude for them. 
The centurion was not like many, who are more 
anxious about themselves in health than their depen- 
dants when sick, and who show more condescension 
to themselves in their pleasures, than to their inferiors 
in their necessities. He therefore asked Him earnestly 
to come to his house, thinking, from the anguish of 
his slave and his desire for his cure, less than he 
ought of the reverence and majesty of Chbist. But 
Jestts, knowing his devotion, answered by the mes- 
sengers, " J wt'W co»i^," (observe His humility,) "anc? 
heal him,*^ (observe His clemency.) But He had 
power to heal, without being bodily present. How 
very different is His conduct to that of those phy- 
sicians, who are ready to visit the rich, and not the 
poor. 

And when He was now not far from the house^ the 
centurion, thinking more fiilly of the Majesty and 
Eminence of Chbist, and turning to it by an act of 
faith, before the return of the others, sent to request 
Him not to come, saying, " Lobd, trouble not rA.aj%tlf \ 
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for I am not worthy that Thou shouldest enter under wnjf 
roop^ He feared, from a couscioHsness of bis Gentile 
life, that he should offend Chbist, if He should come 
unto him. His calling himself unworthy made bim 
worthy of Jesus entering, not into his house, but into 
his soul. In great humiliation be therefore added, 
" Therefore thought I myself not worthy to come %tnio 
Thee:' '* But only,'' without Bodily Presence, " 9pe€A 
the word^* that word by which all things are created, 
governed, and healed, " and my servant shall be heUled.'' 
Great is that faith which can believe, that to speak is 
to do. We have here three wonderful virtues in this 
soldier: humility, faith, and knowledge. For be bad 
great humility, who, when the Lobd was coming to 
bim, considers himself unworthy that He should come 
under bis roof; be had also perfect faith, for, though 
a Gentile, he believed that the Lobd could restore 
bis servant to health by a word only. He bad like- 
wise no small degree of foresight (or knowledge), for 
be recognizes a latent Divinity beyond His Flesh ; and 
though be saw Him walking Bodily, yet believed Him 
everywhere present by His Gt>dhead. Neither was be 
deficient in charity, as we have seen by his eare for 
bis servant. Persevering in bis faith, be shows that be 
believes that Jssirs can heal by a word ; for be adds, 
** I am a man under authority ^ having soldiers under me; 
and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth ; and to another^ 
Come, and he cometh ; and to my servant. Do this, and he 
dpeth it," From this be concludes, that if at bis 
word, one goeth and another cometh, and another 
does what he bids bim, much more, if Chbist, Who 
is God and Lobd, says to the disease^ ^' Go/' it will go, 
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tiid if He says to health, ** Come/' it will come ; and 
to the paralytic, " Do this," he will do it ; or to the 
angels, who minister to Him, ^ Do this miracle," and 
they will do it. Much more should the Word of Gob 
be obeyed than the word of man. '* My word is dona, 
who am but a man, and a subject, much more should 
Thine, Who art Omnipotent. K I can command my 
infmors, who are obedient to my word, much more 
canst Thou, Who art ererywhere present, Mighty 
abore all power, and Lobd of all. Whom all powers 
ser?e. Whom angels and all things obey ; much more 
eanst Thou, by the word alone, and without bodily 
presence, cure my slave." 

WAen Jssirs heard it He marvelled, that he showed 
each fiuth as to acknowledge the excellence of His 
Majesty under the veil of flesh. Not that anythijog 
was wonderful to Him, Who worketh all things won- 
derfully, but to teach us to wonder at, and to praise 
€k)D for His great blessings. 

'' I have noifamnd ao great faith, no not in leraeV^ 
Many, doubtless, believed when they saw the miracles 
of Jssirs, but this soldier bdieved on hearing, without 
seeing. Others had been taught by the lessons and 
warnings of the Law and the Prophets ; but he had 
had no teacher. Thus was he a type of the believing 
Oentiles. 

So our LoBi), taking occasion &om his faith, fore- 
tells the conversion and call of the gentiles, and also, 
in contrast, the unbelief and rejection of the Jews. 
He says, ^ FerUy^ I aay unto you, that many shall come 
from the east cmd west, and shall sit down with Abraham^ 
and IsaaCf and Jacob. But the children of the Kw^ 
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dam shall he east out into outer darkness, there shall he 
yoeeping and gnashing of teethP 

"The children of the Kingdom" are the Jews, 
iimong whom God reigned ; children by calling, not 
election; by promise, not attainment; in their own 
esteem, but not in fact. Por them the kingdom was 
intended, but they showed themselves unworthy of it ; 
and they shall he cast out from the Presence and Vision 
of OoD, to outer darkness, because they have darkness 
within them. It is called "darkness;" for though 
fire be there, yet it shines not for the lost ; it shows 
them nothing for their consolation, but everything for 
their desolation. It shines to augment their misery, 
that they may see that for which they may grieve. 
There shall he weeping and gnashing of teeth, to express 
the greatness of their torment. 

And Jestjs said unto the centurion, by the mes- 
sengers he had sent, " Go thy way^^ go home again in 
peace, " and as thou hast helieved, so shall it he done 
unto thee,^* and his servant was healed in the selfsame 
hour. 

Here consider the power of faith, how much our 
own may avail, when another's availed so powerfully : 
for on account of the centurion's faith, his servant 
was healed. Consider, too, the humility of our Lobd, 
Who, though unasked, was ready to go to the slave of 
the centurion, when, as if shunning parade, He would 
not go, though asked, to the nobleman's son. (S. John 
iv.) Por the Most High regards the lowly near at 
hand ; and the lofty, i.e. the proud He knoweth afar off. 
(Ps. cxxxviii. 6; Prov. iii. 34.) Here our pride is 
i^hecked and rebuked, that in accepting the persons of 
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lnen> we honour, not our nature in which we have 
heen made in the Image of God, hut rather honours 
and riches. He would not go to the nohleman's son, 
lest He should seem in him to defer to riches ; yet He 
would go to the centurion's slave, lest He should seem 
to despise the condition of slaves; for in Chbist 
bond and free are both one. 

The centurion typifies them who first believed of 
the Gentiles; and he prefigures too the first fruits 
of the Gentiles. By the centurion's servant is de- 
noted the sinner, by four evils into which the sinner 
runs. 

1. The slavery of sin; he that committeth sin is 
the slave of sin, (S. John viii. 34.) The sinner is 
the slave of as many lords as he has sins ; he proceeds 
from one sin to another ; for the proud is the slave of 
Lucifer, — the covetous, of Mammon, — the lustful, of 
demons. 

2. The second evil is impotence to do good, which 
is signified by his " lying at home,^^ — for the sinner 
lieth sometimes in the fire of wrath, sometimes in the 
mire of lust, sometimes in the thorns of avarice. 

3. The third evil is trembling and fear; for the 
sinner is ever in fear, which is denoted by paralysis, 
which causes a relaxation and trembling of the limbs* 
Tell the sinner to give alms, and give back his ill- 
gotten gains, and he fears lest he should want. Tell 
him to fast and pray, to repent of and confess his sins, 
and to make restitution, and he fears trouble and 
bodily inconvenience. See how this paralytic trem- 
bles. 

4. The fourth evil is anguish of spirit, expressed by 
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the slave's being grievously tormented. Every sinner 
IB truly and sorely tormented in himself by the worm of 
conscience that ever harasses and gnaws him. Thou, 
LoBD, hast ordained, and so it is, that every irregular 
mind should be its own punishment, as the Wise Man 
saith, " Wickedness, condemned by her own witness, 
is very timorous, and being pressed with conscience 
always forecasteth grievous things." (Wisd. xviL U.) 
The sinner too is tormented from without; he is 
anxious how he may gaiu the honours, the riches of 
the world, and delights of the body. He is tormented 
amidst prosperity by superfluous care, and in adversity 
by impatience. He is sorely tormented, too, when he 
considers the baseness of the sins in which he lies, 
and the pains of hell to which he is eternally subject ; 
and yet, wretched man, he does not start back by 
repentance. 

If then thou hast such a paralytic soul and feelest 
such evils in thee, pray that others may intercede for 
thee with the Lobd, as the elders did for the centu- 
rion ; and cry thyself to the Lobd, and say with all 
devotion to Him, " Lobd, Thy servant lieth sick of 
the palsy, and grievously tormented, and yet I am not 
worthy, from the frailty of my nature, the foulness ci 
my sin, and my manifold miseries, that Thou shouldst 
come under my roof, which is so unclean and ruinous ; 
but speak the word only, and I shall be healed." Sajr 
this also when thou goest to the Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Chbist ; for where Chbist enters 
unworthily, there He enters for judgment to him who 
receives Him so. 

The power of the centurion over his soldiers and 
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slaves niay express also the power every Christian 
should have, bj the help of God, over his inferior 
and corrupt nature, the power of rejecting evil 
thoughts, and cherishing good ones ; so as to say to 
the bad, " Gt>," and they go, and to the good, *^ Gome," 
and they come, and to his servant the body. Do this 
work of chastity, abstinence, or charity, and it shall 
obey. 



O that I could come thus to my Saviour, and make 
such request to Him for myself. '^ Lobb, my soul is 
sick of unbelief, sick of self-love and inordinate de- 
sires :" I should not need to say more. Thy mercy, 
O Saviour, would not then stay by for my suit, but 
would prevent me, as here with a gracious engage- 
ment, " 1 will come and heal thee." It is the manner 
of that Divine munificence, where He meets with a 
faithful suitor, to give more than is requested, and to 
give when He is not requested. 

^^I mil come and heal himy Even so, O Saviour, 
that which Thou offeredst to do for the centurion's 
servant. Thou hast done for us. We were sick unto 
death, so far had the dead palsy of sin overtaken us, 
that there was no life of grace left in us ; when Thou 
wert not content to sit still in heaven, and say '' 1 will 
cure them," but addedst also, '^ I will come and cure 
them,^^ Thou Thyself camest down accordingly to this 
miserable world, and hast personally healed us^ so 
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that now we shall not die, but live, and declare Thy 
works, O LoED. And O that we could sufficiently 
praise that love and mercy, which has so graciously 
abased Thee, and that we could be so humbled before 
Thee, as Thou hast stooped low unto us ; that we 
could but be as lowly subjects of Thy goodness, as 
we are unworthy. The centurion's humility was not 
more low than his faith was lofty ; that reaches up 
into heaven, and in the face of human weakness des- 
cries Omnipotence ; " Only say the word, and my 
servant shall be whole." (S. Luke v.) Do but say 
the word, O Saviour, my sin shall be remitted, my 
soul shall be healed, my body shall be raised from 
dust, and both soul and body shall be glorious. Our 
wealth, beauty, wit, ^earning, honour may make us 
accepted of men, but it is our faith only that shall 
make God in love with us. 

"Whereupon then was the steady confidence of the 
good centurion ? He saw how powerM his own 
word was with those that were under his command. 
Well therefore might he argue that a free unbounded 
power might give infallible commands, and that the 
most obstinate disease must yield to the beck of the 
God of nature. 

O that I could be such a servant to my heavenly 
Master ! alas, every one of His commands says, " Do 
this," and I do it not ; every one of His inhibitions 
says, " Do it not," and I do it. He says, " Go from 
the world," I run to it ; He says, " Come to Me," 
and I run from Him. Woe is me ! this is not service 
but enmity ; how can I look for favour while I return 
rebellion ? It is a gracious Master Whom we serve ; 
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there can be no duty of ours that He sees not, that 
He acknowledges not, that He crowns not. The measure 
of our receipts in the matter of favour, is in the pro- 
portion of our belief. The infinite mercy of God, 
which is ever like itself, follows but one rule in His 
gift to us, which is the faith that He gives us. Give 
us, O God, to believe, and be it to us as Thou wilt, 
and it will be to us what we will. 

If the prayers of an earthly master prevailed so 
much with the Son of God for the recovery of a ser- 
vant, how shall the Intercession of the Son of God 
prevaiL with His Patheb in heaven, for us His impo- 
tent children and servants on earth ? What can we 
want, O Saviour, while Thou suest for us ? He that 
hath given Thee for us, can deny us nothing for Thee. 
In Thee we are happy, and shall be glorious. To 
Thee, O Thou mighty Eedeemer of Israel, with Thine 
Eternal Pathee, together with Thy Blessed Spibit, 
One God, infinite and incomprehensible, be given all 
praise, for ever and ever. Amen. 



O LoBD Jesus Chbist, I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldst enter under my roof, for my soul, as the slave 
of sensuality, lieth sick of the palsy of sin, and griev- 
ously tormented with divers lusts and passions ; but 
come Thou, gracious Lobd, by the inspiration of Thy 
grace, and speak the word of truth only, and Thy ser- 
vant shall be healed, and rise again from sin. Grant, 
O merciful God, to me, a miserable sinner, brought 
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under the influence of Thj grace, that I may have 
strength to repel evil thoughts and hurtful passions, 
and to cherish those which are good ; and may I so 
rule my body, and bring it into subjectioA, that it may 
be the servant of my spirit, and a fit instrument to do 
Thee faithful service. Amen. 
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CHAPTEE XVn. 

THE POVEETT OP OUB LOBD'S LIPE. 
See Isaiah Hii. 3. 



And she bronglit forth her 
Fir8t-bom Son, and wrapped 
Him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid Wm in a manger, because 
there was no room for them in 
the Inn. S. Lnke ii. 7. 

And Jesus saith mito him, 
The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests ; but 
the Son of Man hath not where 
to lay His Head. S. Matt. 
viii. 20. See also chap. xvii. 
20—27. 

Is not this the Carpenter, the 



Son of Mary, die Brother of 
James, and Joses, and of Juda 
and Simon? and are not His 
sisters here with ns ? And they 
were offiended at Him. S. 
Mark vi. 3. See also S. Matt. 
IX. 27, 28. 

For ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though He was rich, yet for your 
sakes. He became poor, that ye, 
through His poverty, might be 
rich. 2 Cor. viii. 9. See also 
Philip, ii. 6—7. 



AlthougH Jxsirs Chbist was the King of Oloij, 
and possessed all tlie treasures of heaven and earth, 
Ha vouchsafed to become poor^ and in. tibSa ^oi^ ^^ 
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chose to be bom in a poor place which belonged to 
another, of a poor Mother, and to have a poor Gar* 
penter as His reputed father. For His first courtien 
He had poor Shepherds ; and He was presented in the 
Temple, and redeemed as the poorest of men. During 
the three years of His Ministry, He " Jiad not where 
to lay His Head^^ and He denied Himself the com- 
forts which He had freely given to the creatures of 
His Hand ; for He says, '' The foxee have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath 
not where to lay His Head^ The Apostles whom He 
chose, were poor men. He died naked on the Cross, 
and was buried in the tomb of another. Thus we see 
how the King of Kings, Who abundantly supplies the 
wants of all, was Himself subject to poverty and hard- 
ship. He has taught us not to be seekers of bodily 
comforts, but to learn, both &om His precepts and 
example, lessons of humility, poverty, and self-denial. 
Let us then follow our Divine Master, and " havi^ig 
food and raiment, be therewith content ^ 



O Fountain of heavenly riches ! abundant Source 
of all good ! O Infinite happiness of the souls which 
desire and seek Thee ! O Jesus, my God, my Sa« 
viour, my King, and my All I I render eternal praise 
to Thee, since Thou art my riches and felicity. In 
Thee I possess all, for Thou hast in Thyself all that 
can render me happy, and out of Thee I find only 
poverty. Wean my heart from earthly things, and 
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take from my senses the taste for all things which 
draw me from Thee. Deliver my soul from the va- 
nities which occupy it ; and fill all its capacity, which 
Thou hast made only for Thyself, that I may seek 
after Thee my only Otood, and have all my powers 
occupied with Thee. 

l^ou wast bom poor, lived poor, and died poor; 
and Thou hadst not a place on earth, where to repose 
Thy Sacred Head, nor aught to bury Thee after Thy 
Death. On Calvary they stripped off Thy poor robes, 
which became the perquisites of those who crucified 
Thee. Upon the Cross, Thou wast deprived of those 
solaces which the greatness of Thy sorrows demanded ; 
and in Thy Death Thou wast left alone. Have pity 
on me, Lobd, and grant to Thy unworthy creaturoi 
the grace to give myself up entirely to Thee. But, 
alas ! miserable though I am, I allow myself to wander. 
I seek that which Thou didst avoid, I submit to that 
which Thou didst disdain, and run after the basest 
things with insatiate desires ; and I am so blind as to 
think that I can satisfy myself out of Thee. Thou, 
Lord, to Whom all is due. Thou hast preferred the 
privation of earthly comforts, to their abundance, 
solely for the love which Thou hast for sinners. But 
as for me, I am unhappy when these things fail me, 
and happy when I possess them, even without Thee. 
What blindness! What misery! These perishable 
goods corrupt me, yet I desire them, they cause me to 
lose Thy love, and deprive me of Thee, O my God, 
and of Thy Divine blessings. 

Thou knowest my sins, O Saviour ! and Thou alone 
canst cleanse them. O Jesus, Who wast ^ooit ^sA 
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destitute of all, have pity on my poverty. Alas ! I 
see how far I am from that poverty of spirit which 
Thou desirest in Thy servants. But such as I am, I 
throw myself at Thy Feet ; break the bonds which 
bind me to the earth, fill me with a holy disregard iA 
those things which Thou didst despise in this life; 
and collect all my thoughts, affections, and actions into 
Thyself. 

It is true, O Loed, that I am utterly unworthj 
that Thou shouldest enter into my soul ; but since mj 
unworthiness has not prevented Thee from calling me, 
it ought not to hinder me from following Thee. Draw 
me then, Lobd, as Thou didst draw S. Matthew, 
and Zaccheus, and Magdalen ; and if I am still more 
blind and miserable than they, the excess of my miseiy 
is a reason to draw down Thy compassion upon me. 
Thou, O my Saviour, hast not disdained poverty in 
any form. Thou wast born of a poor Mother, in a 
poor place. Thou didst draw to Thy Manger, poor 
and simple Shepherds. Thou didst choose poor and 
unlettered disciples. Thou hast called poor sinners to 
Thee, Thou hast lived among sinners, and Thou didst 
die between two sinners. There is no kind of poverty 
that Thou hast not loved, either to practise, to heal, or 
to enrich it. I therefore, poor and destitute as I am, 
throw myself, O my Saviour, and my Qon ! with all 
my sins, my miseries and infirmities, and with all the 
good desires with which Thou hast inspired me^ I 
throw all into the arms of Thy Mercy, that Thou 
mayest forgive, heal, and enrich me with Thy Grace. 
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All praise, glory and honour be to Thee, Chbist, 
Who didst not disdain the intercourse of publicans 
and sinners, but didst show most gracious friendship, 
and firee forgiveness of sins, to S. Matthew, Zaccheus, 
Mary Magdalen, to the woman taken in adultery, and 
all other penitents ; have mercy also, Lobd, on me 
a sinner, and grant me the entire pardon of my sins ; 
giye me a sure hope of Thy grace, and a sure and holy 
confidence in Thee. Give me grace to embrace all 
men with true affection and charity, readily to forgive 
all who have injured me, and perfectly to love all who 
hate me. Amen. 



O Lobd Jestts, the King of GHory, Who didst 
vouchsafe to lead a Life of poverty and privation, give 
me grace to disregard all the gilded glories, empty 
consolations, and false honours of this world, and to 
follow Thee in all simplicity and humility of life. 
Amen. 



See also ^'Praijer/or a low esteem of worldly things.^ 
Devotions for Sick Room, page 158. 
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CHAPTEE XVin. 

HIS PBIYATTONS AND 8£Lr-D£]<aAL. 

&oifd !9arrattbe. 

And it came to pass in those beside Himself. S. Mark iii. 

days, that He went into a moun- 20,21. 

tain to pray, and continued all Being forty days tempted of 

night in prayer to God. S. the devil. And in those days 

Lnke vi. 12. He did eat nothing : and when 

And the multitude Cometh to- they were ended, He afterward 

gether again, so that they could hungered. S. Luke iT. 2. 

not so much as eat bread. And See also ** The Temptation," 

when His friends heard of it, chap.xii.; the preceding chapter, 

they went out to lay hold on and '* His Labours," &c., chap. 

Him ; for they said. He is zix. 

VitfUctioxiii. 

Who can repine at suffering when he rememben 
the afflictions of Jesus, those manifold af&ictions He 
so patiently endured ? How little do we find of the 
glad and prosperous in His life ! how much of pain, 
grief and reproach ! 

How can we complain of our light afflictions which 
are but for a moment, (2 Cor. iv, 17,) since the King 
of Glory expired in ignominy and cruel anguish? 
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If we are ia straibened circiunstaaces, let as remember 
that the Son of Man had not where to lay His Head. 
We see Thee, O Jesus, travel up and down, poor, 
and unregarded by the great ; and shall Thy followers 
striye to be rich and esteemed ? Thy labours of love 
were maliciously slandered ; and shall we not have 
patience to be reproved for our faults ? The King of 
G-lory did not disdain to be called the Carpenter's 
Son ; and cannot our vileness brook disparagement ? 
O how unlike are we to our blessed Example, Who 
left the glories of heaven to become the Pattern of 
Humility ! How do we go astray from the sacred 
path which the Holy Jesus has traced with His Own 
steps? 

Pity, O LoBD, the infirmities of Thy children, and 
arm us against the fear of this world ; that under the 
influence of faith, hope, and charity, we who bear Thy 
badge and Name, may also bear Thy Cross. And 
since we must suffer as Christians, and deserve to 
suffer as sinners ; may we, O Loed, bear our suffer- 
ings and privations as becometh Thy servants. 



t&ttiiULtiovii. 

O Loed, the Hope and Desire of Thy servants, the 
Physician and Eemedy of all our evils ! I stand 
before the Eyes of Thy mercy, covered with the 
wounds and stains of sin. I know the sins which 
caused them, the punishment I deserve, and the in- 
justice I have done Thee ; but Thou alone knowest all 
their heinousness, as Thou alone canst blot tVL<^\£L q»\^. 
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I cannot, neither do I wish to, conceal myself from 
Thy justice, but I submit willingly to all the strokes 
of Thy Eatherly Hand ; and however ungrateful I may 
have been for all Thy goodness to me, I await the 
chastisement, and the healing. I confess my sins to 
Thee, O Chantable Physician, grant me grace to weep 
for them, and forsake them. I cast myself at Thy 
Feet, LoBn. Behold the transgressor of Thy law, tte 
enemy of Thy Glory, the destroyer of Thy works, the 
waster of Thy gifts, the slave of his passions, disposed 
to evil and opposed to good, insensible to penitence, 
lax in Thy service, rebellious to Thy Light, and in- 
flexible under Thy chastisements. How shall this 
guilty soul dare to appear in Thy holy Presence! 
what can I do then, O my God ? for Thou forbiddest 
me to despair, though I find in myself no ground for 
hope. O Loving Shepherd of the wandering sheep ! 
Open my eyes, that I may see, and loathe all that 
has been displeasing to Thee. 

I render eternal thanks to Thee, O Divine Pastor 
of our souls, for the mercy and love Thou hast shown 
in taking upon Thee our sins. I adore that infinite 
love which made Thee take so much upon Thyself for 
my sake. I adore Thee for the watchings, hunger, 
thirst, weariness, and all the privations and inconve- 
niences, which for three and thirty years Thou didst 
endure for the expiation of those sins to which I give 
myself up. I adore the love which made Thee so 
sensible to my miseries, the grief which Thou hast 
endured for my sins, the fervent zeal with which Thou 
hast satisfied for me. I adore those infinite Merits 
which have opened to me the treasures of the Divine 
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tilercj, the sacred sufferings which have arrested the 
^ttst Yengeance of Thy Eatheb, and merited for me 
the pardon of my offences, and the eternal joy of 
paints* 

Give me, O my Lord, the gratitude I ought to fe^ 
for all Thy goodness, for the long nights Thou didst 
pass in prayer, to draw down on me the benedictions 
q£ my Heavenly Eatheb. In suffering hunger and 
thirst, Thou thoughtest of my intemperance. In Thy 
labours Thou sawest my slothfulness ; in shedding for 
me tears of tenderness, Thou knewest the hardness of 
my heart; full of that eternal love which delivered 
Thee up to death for me, Thou seest me without love 
to Thee ; in the austerities of Thy life. Thou didst 
consider the licence and delicacies of mine; when 
Thou endeavourest to draw me with Thy love, I fly from 
Thee ; I take pleasure in sin for which Thou wast re- 
solved to suffer, and I am eager to indulge my body, 
whilst Thou wast willing to afflict Thine. 

O, my Saviour ! behold a sinner, for whom Thou 
hast suffered so much, one who is poor, miserable, and 
unfaithful. I bow myself before Thee, vile as I am ; 
but I plead the merits of Thy sufferings, and the pro- 
mises of Thy mercies. I plead, Loed, the merits of 
Thy fastings. Thy watchings, Thy prayers. Thy self- 
denials ; O remember those sufferings which Thou hast 
endured, and pardon the sins which I have committed, 

I adore, and praise, and glorify Thee, O Lobd 
Jssus Ghbist, I bless Thee, I give thanks unto Thft^^ 
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O Bos of tbe Liying God ! Who, for mj sake, wast 
afflicted with discomforts, pnyations, heat, cold, hun- 
ger, thirst, toils, and sorrows ; grant that I may cheer* 
fdllj accept whatsoever poverty or adver»ty Thy hand 
may lay upon me. Give me grace in all perplexities 
or desertions of soul, in all the sorrows and privations 
of life, to rememher Thy Example, that I may ahide 
immoveable in Thee. May I r^ard Thy Presence in 
all places, and ever seek Thee, and not myself. Thy 
will and not my own. Amen. 



See also Meditations on ** Self-denial^ Con^Mtnum 
for Sick Boom^ page 194. And Prayer *^for a mor* 
tified spirit P Devotions for Sick Room, page 200. 
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CHAPTEE XIX. 

HIS LABOUBS AlTD TBATELS. 

Sat to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear not ; behold, your God will come with vengeance, 
even God with a recompense, He will come and save 
you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 
the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall 
the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the 
dumb sing. Isa. xxxv. 4 — 6. 



6oj$pe( jSarrattbe. 

And Jesus went about all When the even was come, 

the cities and villages, teaching they brought unto Him many 

in their synagogues, and preach- that were possessed with devils ; 

ing the Gospel of the kingdom, and He ca&t out the spirits by 

and healing every sickness, and His Word, and suffered not the 

every disease among the people. devils to speak, because they 

But when He saw the multi- knew Him : and He healed all 

tudes. He was moved with that were sick : that it might be 

compassion on them, because fulfilled which was spoken by 

they fainted, and were scattered Esaias the prophet, saying, 

abroad as sheep without a shep- Himself took our infirmities, 

herd. S. Matt. ix. 35, 36. and bare our sicknesses* X»l<1 
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HIS LABOTTES AND TEAVELS. 



in the morning, rising up a great 
while before day, He went out, 
and departed into a solitary 
place, and prayed. And Simon 
and they that were with him 
followed after Him, and when 
they had found Him, they said 
unto Him, All men seek for 
Thee. And the people sought 
Him, and came unto Him, and 
stayed Him that He should not 
depart from them. And He 
said unto them, I must preach 
the kingdom of God to other 
cities. Let us go into the next 
towns, that I may preach there 
also ; for therefore came I 
forth. And He preached in 
their synagogues throughout all 
Galilee, and cast out devils. S. 
Matt. viii. 16, 17 ; S. Mark i. 
35—39 ; S. Luke iv. 42. 

And He said unto them (the 
apostles), Come ye yourselves 



apart into a desert place, and 
rest awhile ; for there were 
many coming and going, and 
they had no leisure so much as 
to eat. S. Mark vi. 31. 

He left Judea, and departed 
again into Galilee. And He 
must needs go through Samaria. 
Then cometh He to a dty of 
Samaria, which is called Sychar, 
near to the parcel of ground 
that Jacob gave to his son Jo- 
seph. Now Jacob's well was 
there. Jesus therefore being 
wearied with His journey, sat 
thus on the well : and it was 
about the sixth hour. There 
cometh a woman of Samaria to 
draw water : Jesus saith unto 
her, Give Me to drink. For 
His disciples were gone away 
into the dty to buy meat. S. 
John iv. 5 — 8. 



i^eflcfttonff. 



O my Gk)D, who may complain of doing too much 
if they consider the labours of Jssus P Let us in 
every part of our lives, reflect on His Example. His 
retirements were filled up with holy meditations, and 
in the midst of business, His mind was occupied on 
heavenly things. His conversations mispent no time ; 
charity to soul or body was the result of every mo- 
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ment. In His leisure hours He instructed the igno- 
rant, reclaimed the offender, and healed the sick. It 
was Thy meat and drink, O Lobd, to do Thy Tjl- 
theb' swill; make it ours to perform Thine. And 
let us, in whatever we take in hand, always consult 
Thy commands in Thine example. 



O Divine Saviour ! Who knowest the greatness of 
my sins, the evils they cause me, and the blessings 
they deprive me of; Who art touched with com- 
passion for our infirmities, (Heb. iv. 14,) Who hast 
suffered so much to heal them, and Who hast so 
earnestly sought me; Thou hast shown Thyself, O 
Divine Light ! to them that sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death. Thou hast sought Thy wandering 
sheep, O merciful Shepherd! amongst the hills and 
the vales, in towns and villages ; overwhelming Thy 
Sacred Body, which followed the dictates of Thy will, 
with a thousand fatigues. Thou dost incite all hearts 
by the sweet violence of Thy charity, to love, and 
seek, and receive Thee ; Thou fillest them with Divine 
doctrine, and with admiration of Thy works, and the 
sweetness of Thy grace. (See S. Matt. xiii. 54 ; S. 
Mark vi. 2 ; vii. 37 ; S. Luke iv. 22 ; S. John vii. 46.) 

What blessings dost Thou not shower upon sinners 
amidst so many labours which Thou enduredst for 
them ! How ought my heart to be filled with grati- 
tude for 80 many painful journeys ! 

When any one invites Thee, Thou goest to see them, 
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and graciously suppliest all thej lack, and fiUest them 
with abundant grace. (S. John ii.) Thou seekest 
even those who do not invite Thee, because Thou 
knowest the need they have of Thee. 

Thou earnest to the borders of the sea, to take 
sinnera to make them Thy disciples. (S. Matt. iv. 18, 
22.) Thou goest before an afliicted widow to raise 
her son, who had died in the city of Nain ;^ Thou 
approachest a pool to heal a paralytic, abandoned by 
all the world. 2 Thou madest a voyage to Tyre and 
Sidon to find there a Canaanite ;^ Thou didst enter 
into the house of a Pharisee to sanctify a sinner, ^ and 
into the house of Peter to heal his mother-in-law.* 
Thou takest the way by which Thou knewest Zaccheus 
would come, and sheddest a thousand blessings upon 
him and his house. ^ Thou seekest the Samaritan 
with much fatigue, in order to make her taste the 
sweetness of Thy grace.^ Thou visitest sinners, and 
eatest with them, in order to teach them heavenly 
truth.® Thou goest before the blind to give them 
their sight;* the possessed, to deliver them;^^ the 
lepers, to cleanse them;^^ the afflicted, to console 
them ;^2 the wanderers, to lead them in the way ; the 

1 S. Liike vii. 11—18. 2 s. John v. 2-9. 

» S. Matt. XV. 21—28. * S. Luke vii. 36—50. 

» S. Liike ir. 38, 39. • S. Luke xix. 1—10. 

7 See heading. s s. Matt. ix. 10—13. 

> S. Matt iz. 27—31 ; S. Luke zviii. 35 — 43 ; S. John ix. 
10 S. Matt. ix. 32—34 ; xii. 21 ; S. Mark t. 1 ; S. Luke iv. 
33—37 ; viii. 1—3. 
" S, Matt. viu. 1—3 ; S. Luke xviu. 11—19. 
" S. Matt. xi. 28—30 ; xv. 32 ; S. John xi. 
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hsrd^hearted, to soften their hearts,^ and Thou doest 
nothing but for their good. 

. "When Thou wast weary and obliged to rest, the 
miseries of so many wandering sheep, and the dan- 
gers to which they were exposed, woidd not permit 
Thee to take the repose Thou didst need. The days 
were too short, and the nights too long, to satisfy the 
seal and love which burned in Thy compassionate 
]ieart.^ 

Although the people followed Thee in crowds, in 
the fields and on the mountains, to hear Thy doctrine, 
and found with Thee nourishment for both soul and 
body,^ Thy charity was not satisfied, for Thou wentest 
to seek those whom the cares of this life prevented 
from following Thee.* Thou showest Thyself to all 
who seek Thee, and sufferest none to seek Thee in 
vain; and Thou callest even those who seek Thee 
not.B 

Open the eyes of my soul, O Divine Pastor ! that 
I may see myself to be one of those lost sheep, which 
Thou didst seek with so much care, so much perse- 
verance, and fatigue. Thy Divine Voice henceforth 
calls me, Thy mercy invites me. Thy doctrine instructs 
me, the hope Thou givest to sinners sustains me. Thy 
miracles heal me, Thy works comfort me, and those 
eyes, which convert hearts, regard me with pity. 

^ S. Matt. xiij. 10 — 17 ; S. John vii. ym. iz. 
' See texts at the head, and S. Mark i. 32—37. 

* S. Matt. ZY. 29—39 ; S. Mark ▼!. 34, 35 ; S. Luke iz. 10 ; 
S. John vi. 

< S. Luke z. 38—42 ; S. John zi. 

* S. Matt. iz. 9 ; S. John i. 43. 
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What »hall I render to Thee, O Lobd, for all Thy 
benefits towards me P 

O Divine Saviour, since Thou hast sought sinners 
with so much labour, grant that it may not be lost on 
me. I am not less miserable than those amongst 
whom Thou didst live, and Thou art not less my 
Saviour than theirs. As Thou didst vouchsafe to be 
present at the table of Matthew, and in the house 
of Zaccheus, so let Thy presence be in my house, and 
at my table, that I may, with Magdalen, embrace 
Thy Peet, and water them with tears of true con- 
trition. I ask, with the Canaanite, for some crumbs 
of that Celestial Bread which nourishes to eternal 
life, and, with the Samaritan, for that living water 
which satisfies the thirsty soul. 

But if I am unworthy of Thy grace, hear, O Chari- 
table Shepherd ! the voice of Thy sick sheep, which 
cries after Thee ; speak the word only and I shall be 
healed. Thou, Lobd, dost assure us that though 
sent first to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, 
Thou hast however others whom Thou drawest from 
the east and west, that they perish not. I am one 
of these ; Thou knowest my miseries and sins, and 
the pitiable state to which the infernal wolf has 
reduced me, since I have wandered from Thee. O 
bring me back to Thy fold, that I may hear Thy Voice, 
and always follow Thee, and go only in the pastures 
where Thou leadest me. 

When I see men so like myself, without reason, 
and repulsing Thee, when Thou wouldst come to 
them, I can only cry, O blindness of the human heart ! 
O insensible rashness! to think that our happiness 



HIS LABOUBS AND TBATELS. 191 

consists in losing Thee! Come quickly, O my 
Saviour ! for my heart sighs after Thee ; enter there- 
in, and consecrate it to Thyself ; succour me since I 
invoke Thee ; receive me, since I come to Thee ; lead 
me, since I give myself up to Thee ; begin from this 
moment, to reign for ever in my soul, vrhich would 
serve Thee, which desires, seeks, embraces Thee, O 
my Saviour ! my Lobd ! my Sovereign good ! 



I adore Thee, I praise and glorify Thee, O Lobd 
Jesus Chbist! I bless Thee, I give thanks unto 
Thee, O Son of the living God ! for Thy great love, 
which made Thee sustain such manifold labours, that 
Thou, the Saviour of the world, thirsting for the 
salvation of souls, didst pass whole nights in prayer, 
wast wearied with joumeyings, didst go from one 
region to another, from city to city, from village to 
village, from house to house ; Grant, I pray Thee, that 
the love of Thee may make me ever ready and zealous 
to every good work, that I be not slothful in Thy ser- 
vice. Make me to seek with ardent desire, and to 
promote, as far as possible, the salvation of all men ; 
and grant that I may always be zealous for Thine 
honour, and be wholly spent in promoting Thy glory, 
and the advancement of Thy kingdom. Amen. 



192 



CHAPTEE XX. 



THB TEACHING OF OUB LOBD. 



6o£(peI fiaxxatiht. 



See S. Matt. v. vi. vii. S. Luke vi. 20—49. 



And seeing the multitudes, 
He went up into a mountain ; 
and when He was set, His Dis- 
ciples came unto Him ; and He 
opened His mouth, and taught 
them, saying, 

1. Blessed are the poor in 
spirit ; for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

2. Blessed are they that 
mourn ; for they shall be com- 
forted. 

3. Blessed are the meek ; for 
they shall inherit the earth. 

4. Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righte- 
ousness : for they shall be 
fillsd. 

5. Blessed are the merciful ; 
for they shall obtain mercy. 



6. Blessed are the pure in 
heart ; for they shall see GrOD. 

7. Blessed are the peace- 
makers; for they shall be called 
the children of God. 

8. Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness' 
sake ; for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Blessed are ye when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for My 
sake. 

Rejoice, and be exceedxng 
glad ; for great is your rewarl 
in heaven ; for so peraecnted 
they the Prophets which were 
before you. 
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I&eflecttoniL 

ON THB 8BRM0N ON THE MOUNT. ^ 

The thunder and the earthquake of Mount Sinai 
mnd of Mount Horeb have ceased, and nothing is 
beard but that " still small voice" that spake to Elijah ; 
the voice of that Prophet like unto Moses, the most 
meek of all men on the face of the earth. Moses and 
Elijah have departed, and He is there Himself alone ; 
nay rather, they have returned to be seen with Him 
in the Mount, partaking of His glory, in light such aa 
no fuller on earth could whiten them. For He is not 
come to destroy the Law, or the Prophets, but to ful- 
fiL Thrice hath the Law been given to us from 
heaven ; first, on Mount Sinai, amid the thunderings 
and the lightning, and the voice of the trumpet ex- 
ceeding loud ; all of which ispoke of the judgment 
to come, when the thunder shall be heard, and Cheist 
seen like the lightning, and the trumpet again shall 
sound. The second, in the Sermon on the Mount, 
when Cheist throughout speaks of the same Judg- 
ment to come, but with human voice of persuasion. 
And the third on the day of Pentecost, when the New 
Covenant was fulfilled, " I will put My laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts.^' It was that 
Toice of God within the heart that speaks of Judg* 
ment to come. The first is the Mount of Terror, the 
second is the Mount of Blessing, and the third is the 

^ From Williams on the Nativity. 
O 
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Mountain of Holiness, the Mount Sion and Church of 
God. But these are all three the promulgation of the 
same Law ; they are like their Divine Author, if ire 
may with reverence say it, One in Three, and Three in 
One. Each is the fulfilment, but each in a higher 
sense than the preceding, of the expression, " they 
shall be all taught of God." 

Thus the preaching of Christ begins and ends with 
" the Kingdom of Heaven ;" which is the crown of 
the first and of the eighth Beatitude : such is Chsist, 
the First and the Last, the first day and the eighth 
day, the true Sabbath and the true Light. The sixth 
Beatitude speaks of seeing God in purity, as on the 
sixth day man is made in the Image of God, and on 
the sixth is again renewed after the likeness of Him 
That made him. The seventh Beatitude speaks of the 
Sabbath of peace. The eighth, as S. Jerome observes, 
of " the true circumcision, terminated by martyrdom." 

These eight Beatitudes are the opposite to what the 
world supposes. Poverty of spirit is thought the last 
qualification for a kingdom ; meekness, least likely to 
obtain earthly inheritance ; mourning, most opposed 
to consolation, by them who say, ^' Let us eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we die." The righteousness 
which continues to hunger and thirst is most unlike 
the self-satisfaction and self-complacency of Heathen 
and Jewish righteousness. 

The pure in heart seek not {Measure as their end, 
but enjoy the infinite delight of seeing God. Perse- 
cution and a kingdom, suffering and reigning, were 
never found united before they were so found in this 
Sermon. 
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' Again, the blessings Youcbsafed have a present fulr 
'fiiment even now, in pledge of the higher accomplish- 
ment hereafter. To the poor the Gospel is preached ; 
they flock in to it, and receive even here its promises. 
The mourners therein are comforted. The meek in- 
herit the riches of the kingdom here below, and con- 
tinuance and length of days. ^* He hath filled the 
hungry with good things," even here on earth. The 
merciful obtain mercy even now from men, who mete 
into their bosom full measure and flowing over. The 
pure in heart see God now in faith, in beatific vision 
hereafter. Persecution even now hath sensible joy, 
emanating from the very countenance of suflering, as 
in the blessed S. Stephen, seeing the glory that shall 
be revealed. 

Again, it may be observed, that all these graces are 
bound together by a golden chain ; for poverty of 
spirit is the foundation of mourning, and mourning 
produces meekness ; and meekness causes hunger and 
thirst after righteousness ; and such, being sensible of 
their own need of mercy, will be merciful to others ; and 
obtaining mercy, will be " pure in heart ;" for the wis- 
<dom from above is first pure, then peaceable, full of 
.mercy and good fruits ; and thus, being sons of Go©, 
they bear the Cross of persecution. Thus, though 
' there are eight distinct roads to the riches that are hid 
in Christ, " the treasures of darkness," the secrets of 
His Kingdom; yet. they mutually imply each other; 
and all begin and end in Chbist. 

There is an intimate order and relation between 
•these and the petitions in the Lobd's Prayer: the 
*poor in spirit, to whom the Kingdom of Kea^vevv \i^- 

o2 
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longs, hallow the Name of their Pathee, the Eathxb 
of spirits in heaven. Thej to whom earth is a state of 
mourning, pray that His kingdom may come. The 
meek are they who pray that God' s will may be done 
in them and by them, whatever it be. They who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness are eontent with 
sustenance for the day, hungering daily for the spiri- 
tual bread of life. They, who, being merciful, obtain 
mercy of God, alone can say, " Porgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive" others. Purity of heart ifl 
nothing else but watchfulness, and prayer against 
temptation. They who are persecuted pray to be 
delivered from evil, for they cannot be harmed or hurt 
by persecution, but so far as evil is found in them : for 
" who is he that will harm you, if you be followers of 
that which is good ?" And Thine is the kingdom, 
which Thou hast promised to bestow upon those who 
are persecuted for righteousness' sake, the power to 
defend them, and the glory to crown them, is Thine* 

Moreover, as these Beatitudes are but the crown 
hid in Cheist, so are all these graces pre-eminently 
found in Him, of Whose fulness they all receive. He 
became poor, that by His poverty we might be made 
rich. He mourned, saying, " Come and see if there was 
ever sorrow like unto My sorrow ;" He said, " Learn of 
Me, for I am meek." His meat was to do the will of 
Him that sent Him, and to finish His work ; so as to 
forget bodily hunger and thirst. He was merciful 
beyond all, being Himself the good Samaritan. He 
alone was perfectly "pure in heart." He was the 
great Peace-maker between heaven and earth: per* 
secuted beyond all, in order to be so, making thereby 
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the Cross the sceptre of His kingdom. To these, as 
seven sentences, S. Austin applies the expression of 
the Psahnist, " the words of the Loed are pure words : 
even as the silver is which from the earth is tried, and 
purified seven times in the fire," and shows that all 
the precepts in the sermon on the Mount flow from 
these seven. Por what is the remedy against being 
angry with one's brother in thought, word, or deed, 
but to be poor in spirit ? Who submits his cheek to 
be stricken, and takes patiently all wrong, but the 
meek ? Who mourns so deeply as he that is con- 
scious how the eye of concupiscence wars against his 
better will ? And how can those strict Evangelical 
precepts be kept but by those who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness ? Who but the merciful can love 
and pray for their enemies ? Who but the pure in 
heart directs his alms, and prayers, and fastings to 
God in secret? Who else but the pure in heart 
can discern the narrow way that leads to God ? In 
like manner S. Augustine speaks of the petitions of 
the Lobd's prayer being sevenfold, and explains them 
as corresponding throughout with the sevenfold num- 
ber of the Beatitudes. 

Thus more and more, from step to step, is the 
ladder revealed which reaches from earth to heaven, 
on which the true Israel may ascend thither ; and 
every part is according to " the pattern showed in the 
Mount," that other Mountain of Calvary. And if we 
take these steps up the Mount of Beatitudes, accord- 
ing to the progressive description of S. Chrysostom, 
they will be gradually unfolded into the following 
points. The first step is, be not angry mtk ^Vc^ 
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brother, nor injure him in thought, word, or deed. 
The next is, let there be no returning an injury, no re- 
taliation, no eye for an eye, or tooth for a tooth. 
Thirdly, that we resist not evil, but remain quiet ; as 
sheep among wolves, committing ourselves unto Him 
that judgeth righteously. Fourthly, that w^e resist 
not evil, but offer the other cheek, and give up our- 
selves, if needful, to further injustice ; not holding 
aloof from him in the suppression of injured pride, or 
pretended self-protection ; but, with true nobleness of 
heart, still putting ourselves again into his hands. 
Fifthly, that we be ready to do even more than he 
wished, who did the wrong, in sweetness of disposition 
overcoming the evil. The sixth is, not to hate him 
that hath done so ; and the seventh, even to love him. 
The eighth is, to do him good, even before men and in 
this world. And the ninth is, to entreat God for 
him ; praying for him in secret ; where no eye seeth 
QS, that he may attain the best blessings of God. 

Thus do we reap all the beatitudes by becoming 
such characters as in them are blessed ; poor in spirit ; 
meek, and merciful, and peacemakers ; and obtain at 
length a crown greater than all these, by approaching 
in resemblance to the adorable perfections of Al- 
mighty God. It is the Divine virtue and power that 
goeth forth from the example of Chbist, that hallows 
every step, and draws on His faithful follower towards 
Him ; when, in faith, he thinks of Him, Who was the 
perfect pattern in each of these progressive steps: 
*• Who did no violence, neither was guile found in His 
mouth:" "Who, when He was reviled, reviled not 
again, but committed Himself to Him that judgeth 
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righteously:" Who resisted not, but gave up Him- 
self as a Lamb to the slaughter, when He might have 
summoned twelve legions of angels to His aid : Who 
was willing to drink the bitter cup to the dregs ; and, 
when thej offered Him the wine and myrrh to deaden 
the sense of pain, refused to drink, and suffered all 
without alleviation : Who hated not him who brought 
Him to this accumulation of woes, but washed the feet 
of Judas, who was about to betray Him, But not to 
dwell on each minor point of His perfect example ; — 
His whole life being an exercise of transcendent good- 
ness, of loving, and doing good to, and praying for His 
enemies ; — Who even in the hour of agony, healed the 
wound of one who came to take Him ; Who, as they 
were nailing Him to the Cross, prayed for His mur- 
derers ; and when they had done all, sent down from 
heaven upon that guilty city His best gifts, and 
blessings of the Holy Spirit. Thus, for those who are 
brought to Him in faith, the power of His Godhead 
goes forth from His perfect sacrifice, and His perfect 
example, and heals the soul ; while He writes these 
His laws on the regenerate heart by the Pinger of 
God. While as Man He teaches, as God He draws 
us unto Him : as God and Man, He pours into our 
hearts the inestimable gifb of His sacrifice, and moulds 
our wills to the inestimable privilege of His example. 
While, as the mirror of infinite holiness. He bids us 
stand afar off; as the mirror of infinite love, Ho bids 
us approach ; that with open face beholding His glory, 
we may be changed more and more " into the same 
image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the 

LOBD." 
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See S. Matt. vi. 
Such is the kingdom of heayen npon earth, the 
riches of the city of God come to be with men, suA 
its inmates, and such their employments; and now 
we come to the description of the means of entranee 
to the same, the three gates, as it were, of that Hea* 
renly Oity. For as such are the children of Qoi), 
and such their characters ; the three great duties of 
Almsgiving, Prayer, and Pasting, are the three modes 
by which we may attain unto those Evangelical dis- 
positions. By alms our substance, by prayer our 
souls, by fasting our bodies are offered up unto God. 
These offerings, like the oblations of the wise men, 
are three in number; and they probably bear some 
secret reference to the Persons of the Godhead. Our 
goods are offered up unto God the Patheb in return 
for His unspeakable gift ; our souls unto the Spibit of 
Sanctification, that He may renew us day by day, and 
intercede within us; our bodies as living sacrifices 
unto God the Son, Who hath taken upon Him our 
Plesh, and offered up, the same in sacrifice unto God 
upon the Cross. And with regard to us, the three- 
fold oblation will contain every duty ; alms, our duty 
to our neighbour; prayer, our duty to God; and 
fasting, our duty to ourselves ; so that we may live 
righteously, and godly, and soberly, to our neighbour, 
to God, and to ourselves ; to all separately, to all in 
each, and to each in all. The light of this city of 
God is neither that of the sun, nor moon, nor any- 
thing that we behold, but the Lamb is the light 
thereof; in the light of His countenance, by man 
unseen. His saints walk therein ; and therefore, the 
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yerj essence of all these things is, that they be done 
unto Him Who seeth in secret. It is the Eye of 
Gk>]> and reference to it, that hallows all actions, and 
gives them their religious life ; the eye of the world 
poUntes and destroys them ; and especially in these 
three things which were found in the Pharisee in the 
Temple; for "he prayed," he said, "I fast," and '*I 
give tithe." And these warnings commence with the 
words, " Take heed," for He is about to speak of more 
subtle enemies, and the serpent that lies hid in the 
good things of the Gospel; enwreathed, as it were, 
in the flowers of its Paradise ; and striving by insi- 
nuating and silent approaches, that he may find en- 
trance and spoil all within. For here he takes occa- 
sion from the law which set forth earthly rewards, 
to instil a love of the same into the kingdom of 
heaven, whereas it is still that old serpent that goeth 
on his belly, and feedeth on dust. 



fSUtitatioxMi, 

O Thou, Who art the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life! great Physician of souls! my soul desires to 
conform to Thy great Example. O my Saviour, I 
want Thy Spibit to change me into Thy image, from 
glory to glory. My heart is stubborn, my will per- 
verse. O do Thou bow it, make it ready ; make me 
willing for this work. 

Thou tookest up Thy cross, oh, let me not dream 
of a bed of roses. Thou wast subject to Thy parents, 
make me submissive to my superiors. Thou didst 
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reaiflt temptations, oh, let me not be overcome by 
them. Thou didst despise the world, let me not be 
enamoured with it. Thou wentest about doing good, 
let me not be backward to works of charity. Thou 
didst deny Thyself; let me not indulge my vaia 
desires. Thou didst work while the day did last, oh, 
let me not harden my heart in this my day. Thoa 
wast humble, oh, let the same humility take root in 
my soul. Thou wast meek, oh, let this meekness be 
the rule of all my actions. Thou didst bear with the 
weak, oh, let me be tender-hearted and gentle too. 
Thou didst patiently endure injuries, let me not fret 
and murmur under them. Thou wast faithful in all 
Thy Fatheb's house, let me be so in the duties of my 
calling and relations. Thou didst do Thy Fathbb's 
will, let me not pretend impediments. Thou didst 
good for evil, let me not recompense sin for sin. Thou 
didst spend Thyself for the good of mankind, let me 
not indulge my ease too much. Thou didst entirely 
resign Thyself to Thy Patheb's pleasure, under the 
severest trials, oh, teach me this self-resignation too. 
Oh let not lukewarmness spoil my soul, nor the firowns 
of men make me ashamed of Thee and Thy Gt)^el. 
Oh then I will not tarry, I will make haste, and con- 
form to Thy example. I will walk as my Saviour 
walked. O my Lobd, make me holy, as Thou art 
holy ; perfect, as my Fatheb Which is in heaven is 
perfect. O my Lobd, there is no other way to glory 
but by Thee. Thou camest not to do Thine own 
will; I will go through briars and thorns, through 
good report and evil report. O chase away all slavish 
fear from my aoul ; let me not be afraid of difiEiculties. 
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What can be difficult, where Thou mrt both the Guide 
and the Encourager ? The sight of Tbj Cross shall 
be my motive. I will draw arguments from that 
remembrance of Thy death, to die unto the world. I 
will trarel with Thee ; I will sail through the boiste- 
rous sea of this life with Thee. And oh, my Jesus, 
let me arrive safe at last in the everiasting harbour. 
Amen, Amen. 



A Confession of Sins, 

O Holy, Almighty, and Most Merciful Fatheb, 
I, a miserable and vile sinner, cast myself at Thy 
Footstool, with all humility and with full confidence 
in Thy boundless goodness, and I confess to Thee all 
my great and grievous sins, by which I have offended 
Thee, my Most Merciful Pathee, even unto this hour. 
I have never ceased to be ungrateful to Thee, impeding 
Thy grace in many ways, and adding sins to sins. 
My sins are many and great, but Thy mercy is infinite 
and boundless. I confess, O Most gracious Fatheb, 
my great ingratitude to Thee and Thy Son for all the 
love, mercy, and faithfulness which Thou hast shown 
to me; and that Thou hast so patiently spared me 
through so many years, notwithstanding all my sins 
and wickednesses ; and hast graciously borne with all 
the injury and contempt which I have cast on Thee, 
by my disobedience and envy, and hast waited with 
such compassion for my repentance, that Thou mig|hte&t 
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obtam m^ heart, to make it Thy habitation, and to fill 
it with Thy love. O Pathee, I am not worthy to be 
called Thy son ; nevertheless I acknowledge Thee as 
my Fathee. Thou art my only Trust ; Thou art the 
Fountain of Mercy, Who rejectest not, but cleansest 
vile sinners who flee to Thee. Behold, O my God and 
my Befuge ! behold, I, the most unworthy of Thy 
creatures, come to Thee, bringing nothing with me 
but the burden of my sins. I humbly cast myself at 
Thy Feet, and implore Thy mercy. Pardon me, I be- 
seech Thee, and save me for Thy I^ame's sake ; for I 
believe that there are no sins so aggravated and enor- 
mous which cannot be expiated by the merits of the 
most Sacred Passion of Thy dear Son. 



Acta of Praise and Thanksgiving. 

I adore Thee, I praise Thee, I give thanks to Thee, 
for Thy great mercy in creating me after Thy Divine 
Image, and making me capable of everlasting bliss. 

I adore, praise, and glorify Thee, O Lobd Jesus 
Chbist I I bless and give thanks to Thee, O Sok of 
the Living God, Who, according to the will of the 
Fatheb and by the operation of the Holy Ghost, 
didst vouchsafe to be conceived in the Virgin's womb, 
and to be made Man for me. O gracious Jesu, with 
what inexpressible and incomprehensible love hast 
Thou loved me. Who, whilst Thou wert the Lobd of 
Glory and Majesty, didst empty Thyself, and take 
upon Thee the form of a servant ! Thou, my God, 
art become my Brother ! What return can I make to 



THB TEAOHIEfa OP OUB LOBD. 205 

Xbee for such love and compassion ? Behold, I offer 
to Thee my soul and body, to Thy eternal glory. 

Have mercy upon me^ O Lobd my God, and grant 
that I may always please Thee, O only Saviour of my 
soul, 

I give thanks to Thee for Thy holy Nativity, in 
which Thou, the King of Glory, the Light of the 
Oentiles, the long^ooked-for Saviour, didst not disdain 
to be bom in a stable, in the cold of winter, to be 
wrapped in mean swaddling clothes, and laid in a 
manger. I adore Thy love and humility. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lobb my God, ^c. 

I adore and give thanks to Thee, for Thy painful 
Circumcision, for Thy manifestation to the Magi by 
the leading of a Star, for Thy presentation in the 
Temple, to be redeemed as a poor man, and flight into 
Egypt, and for all the privations and sufferings which 
Thou didst bear for me in Thy most holy Infancy, 
Childhood, and Youth. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lobd my God, ^c. 

I adore and give thanks to Thee for Thy Holy 
Baptism, which Thou, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, didst humbly receive from Thy servant John, 
thereby sanctifying water to the mystical washing 
away of our sins ; for Thy fasting and temptation in 
the wilderness, in which Thou didst refuse to be 
tempted of the devil, that Thou mightest overcom© 
him for us. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lobd my God, ^c. 
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I adore and give Thee thanks for Thy saying doc- 
trine, for the miracles and benefits which Thou didst 
show unto the world, for the journeys, labours, sorrows, 
hunger, thirst, cold, heat, and the manifold persecu- 
tions, with which Thou wast, for my sake, willing to be 
afflicted for the space of thirty-three years. 

Have mercy upon me, O Lobd my God, ^c. 



Bt the mtstbbt of Thy Holt Ikcaenation ; bt 
Thy Holy Natitity Aim CrRCUMcisioN ; by Thy 
Baptism, Fastiko, aih) Temptation, 
Good LoBD, deliver us. 



Note— Several appropriate Prayer* may be found in " Imtruc- 
turns and Holy Agpiraiums for afflicted Christiam.*' (Masters, 
London.) 



Alor^ to dot) in t|)e l^ififytat. 



PART U. 
THE SACRED PASSION AND DEATH 

or 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 



PALM SUNDAY. 



OHBIST's TBTUMFHAITT EITTBY IKTO JEBUSALSM. 



See Zech. iz. 9 ; Ps. viii. 2 ; cxriii. 2b, 26. 

6o£(peI l^armonp. 

S. Matt. xxi. 1—17 ; S. Mark xi. 1—19 ; S. Luke zix. 28—48 ; 
S. John xii. 12—19. 



And when they drew nigh 
unto Jerusalem, and were come 
to Bethany unto the Mount of 
Olives, then sent Jesus two 
disciples, saying unto them, 
Go into the village over against 
you, and straightway ye shall 
find an ass tied, and a colt with 
her, whereon never man sat ; 
loose them, and bring them un- 
to Me. And if any man says 
ought unto you, (why do ye 
this ? — S. Mark,) ye shall say, 
the Lord hath need of them ; 
and straightway he will send 
them. All this was done, that 
it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the Prophet, saying. 
Tell ye the daughter of Zion, 



Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee, meek, and sitting upon an 
ass, and a colt, the foal of an 
ass. And the disciples went 
and did as Jesus commanded 
them, and as they were loosing 
the colt, the owners thereof 
said unto them. Why loose ye 
the colt ? and they said. The 
Lord hath need of him ; and 
they let them go. And they 
brought the ass and the colt, and 
put on them their clothes, and 
they set Jesus thereon. And 
a very great multitude spread 
their garments in the way ; 
others cut down branches from 
the trees, and strewed them in 
the way. And when He was 
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oome nigh, even now at the de- 
scent of the Mount of Olives, 
the whole multitude of the dis- 
ciples hegan to rejoice and praise 
God with a loud voice for all 
the mighty works that they had 
seen. And the multitudes that 
went before, and that followed 
after, cried, saying, Hosanna to 
the Son of David, Blessed is He 
the King of Israel, that cometh 
in the Name of the Lord : peace 
in heaven, and glory in the 
highest. These things under- 
stood not His disciples at the 
first ; but when Jesus was glo- 
rified, then remembered they 
that these things were written of 
Him, and that they had done 
these things unto Him. The 
people, therefore, that was with 
Him when He called Lazarus 
out of his grave, and raised him 
from the dead, bare record. For 
this cause the people also met 
Him, for that they heard that 
He had done this miracle. The 
Pharisees, therefore, said among 
themselves. Perceive ye how 
ye prevail nothing ? behold, the 
world is gone after Him. 

And some of the Pharisees 
from among the multitude, said 
unto Him, Master, rebuke Thy 
disciples. And He answered, 
and said unto them, I tell you, 
that if these should hold their 



peace, die stones would im- 
mediately cry out. And when 
He was come near, He beheld 
the city, and wept over it, say- 
ing, If thou hadst known, even 
thou, at least in this thy day, 
the things which belong unto 
thy peace! but now diey are 
hid from thine eyes. For the 
days shall come upon thee, that 
thine enemies shall cast a trench 
about thee, and compass thee 
round, and keep thee in on every 
side, and shall lay thee even with 
the ground, and thy children 
within thee ; and they shall not 
leave in thee one stone upon 
another ; because thou knowest 
not the time of thy visitation. 
And when He was come into 
Jerusalem, all the city was 
moved, saying. Who is this? 
And the multitude said. This is 
Jesus, the Prophet of Na- 
zareth of Galilee. And Jesus 
went into the temple of God, 
and cast out all them that sold 
and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the 
money-changers, and the seats 
of them that sold doves, and 
said unto them. It is written, 
My house shall be called the 
house of prayer, but ye have 
made it a den of thieves. And 
the blind and the lame came to 
Him in the temple, and He 
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bealed ikem. And when the them, Yea, hare ye never read, 

Chief Priests and Scribes saw Out of the mouths of babes and 

the wonderful things that He sucklings, Thou hast perfected 

did, and the children crying in praise ? And when He had 

the temple and saying, Hosanna looked round about on all 

to the Son of David ; they were things, and now eventide was 

sore di^leased, and said unto come, He left them and went 

Him, Hearest Thou what these out of the city into Bethany with 

say? And Jbsus saidi unto the twelve, and He lodged there. 



How great virtues Chbist shows to us by His 
Humanity in this His Passion, "Who, when He was 
supreme, and rich and powerful above all, seeing that 
He was the Very Son of God according to Hi» 
Divinity, yet made no show of the excellence of His^ 
Majesty in the sight of the people, by any worldly 
parade ; but with much lowliness and gentleness pro* 
ceeded to the city which rebelled against Himself. 
This is our King, Whom John Baptist preached ; the 
Lamb of Goi> which was come into the world ; Who, 
for the salvation of mankind, came to the place of His 
Passion, that He might accomplish the work of our 
redemption, as had been revealed to the holy Pa- 
triarchs and Prophets. He turned not aside from the 
face of His enemies ; nor abhorred the holy place on 
account of the malice of the people ; but with greatest 
charity and loving kindness He approached the en- 
vious and passionate, that He might allay the dis- 
turbance of their minds : moreover, He sorrowed and 

> For Reflections, see Williams on the " Holy Week." 
p2 
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wept for their future excesses and iUs. He heeded 
not the applause and praise of men, but had His Bye 
open to the future dangers of the perfidious. Chbist 
the King, the Lobd of kings, came therefore not with 
a mighty hand to terrify men, as is the way with 
princes of this world, but to give an example of hu- 
mility, by which they might easily advance to the 
Celestial Kingdom. He gave in this the highest ex- 
ample of true humility and holy poverty, to restrain 
the pride and avarice of men, who take delight in 
honours, riches, and family greatness ; seeking tem- 
poral glory, and the conveniences of a delicate life. 
But now, Gheist, the lowly and gentle King, was 
content to ride upon an ass, even as the Holy G-host 
foretold concerning Him ; Who rests upon the lowly 
and peaceable, and treads down the necks of the 
proud and lofty by His own power. Our King, God 
from everlasting, and born Man in the end of time, 
would show Himself such to men, in every word, 
action, and gesture, from His Nativity even to the 
hour of His Death ; that He might be to all an 
Example of virtue and holiness, as well to inferiors as 
to superiors. He showed the way of true humility in 
the apparel of His singular poverty ; by which also 
aQy poor man whatever might ascend by a^ direct road 
to the celestial Jerusalem. Since He is Himself the 
Leader, Companion, and Eorerunner, Himself the 
Protector and Governor, Who, sent by the Fathsb, 
came into this world, that the way of humility, (by 
which we arrive securely in heaven,) He might make 
plain and smooth. Let the poor attend to this, and 
be joyful; let the meek hear and receive comfort; 
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because, for the consolation of the poor, our King, the 
liOBD Jestts Cheist, when He was rich and Prince of 
all, was made poor and patient for us ; that by His 
poverty He might make us rich in grace, and although 
little, great in glory. He, therefore, came to men in the 
likeness of the poor, lived poor amongst men, died 
poor for men. Chbist came, the noble and peaceful 
King, the only Begotten and Beloved Son of the 
Eternal Fathbb, desiring to restore peace between 
God and men, between Angels and sinners, between 
Jews and G-entiles. Fear not, therefore, daughter of 
Zion; be glad and rejoice, O Jerusalem, thou holy 
city ! Behold the lowliness and gentleness, and jus- 
tice, and poverty of thy King, He comes not to 
chasten thee, but to pray for thy sins ; not to dissolve 
the Law, but to fulfil it ; not to destroy the place, but 
to rescue it from the power of the devil. He came 
not to oppress by power, but to save by clemency; 
not to seek vengeance for injury inflicted on Him, but 
to suffer the Cross and Death for iniquity committed. 
He comes without aught of secular tumult and mili- 
tary pomp. For all such things pertain not to His 
care and service. Who came to preach, by word and 
example, contempt of the world. But He employed, 
to carry Him, a sorry beast of burden, in token of 
poverty and innocence, that by His lowly deportment 
He might show Himself to be rather pitiful and loving, 
than a terrible King, and austere Lobd. Behold, even 
as He is Himself, so also are His servants. He chose 
for £[is companions, poor and defenceless men, adorned 
with virtues, not with costly robes ; who knew how to 
strive against the devil by prayer \ to «vxb\\x.%%KA ^^ 
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AeBh hj fasting; and to yanquish tlie riches and 
honours of the world by despising them : for swords 
and staves, branches of palms and olives which were 
emblems of joj and peace, not of battle nor strife. To 
J;hese He joined good children, strangers to malioe 
^nd contention, singing and praising the name of ^ 
LoBD, because great is the glory of the LaBJ>. For 
from the greatest even to the least, all are employed 
in praise and thanksgiving ; and at the sight and ap- 
proach of their King, exult in tb^ir heart, clap with 
their hands, dance, and sing with loud voices, blessing 
God for all the mighty acts and signs which they had 
heard and seen of Chbist the King in their borders. 
The rich and powerful He sent away, even because 
His Kingdom was not of this world, but of heaven 
from Everlasting. He had many things contrary to 
earthly Kings and princes ; because He came to call 
the humble and poor, of which class were His dis- 
ciples, to whom He promised to give the Kingdom of 
Gon, which none shall be able by violence to take 
from them. To which may He vouchsafe to bring us 
by His grace, even Jesus Cheist, the Saviour of the 
world, the King of Glory; Who is over all. Go© 
Blessed for ever. Amen. 



9nt|^in. 

To-day our Saviour entered Jerusalem in triumph. 
Come, let us adore Him. 

Bejoice, O daughter of Zion ! shout for gladuessi 
daughter of Jerusalem ! Behold, thy King com- 
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eth unto tliee ; tlie Just One, and thy Sayioor. Ho* 
Banna! 

Show the way for His triumph, and cry aloud^ 
Hosanna ; blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the LoB3>: Hosanna in the highest. He cometh 
unto thee, meek and lowly, and riding on a colt the 
foal of an ass. Hosanna ! 

Lift up thy voice and cry. Lo ! this is the Lobd, 
Whom we have long expected ; He Himself is come 
to redeem us ! Lo ! this is our God, we have waited 
for Him, and He will save us. Hosanna! This is 
the LoBD, we have waited for Him ; even our God, 
Whom we have long looked for ; O let us be glad, and 
rejoice in His salvation. Hosanna ! Hosanna ! Ho- 
sanna! 



Almighty and Everlasting Gon, &c. — CoUeetfor the 
day. 

I adore Thee, I praise and glorify Thee, O Lobd 
Jesus Chbist, I bless and give thanks to Thee, O 
Soir of the Living Gk)D, Who, coming to Jerusalem, 
didst vouchsafe in meekness and lowliness to ride 
upon the colt of an ass ; and, amidst the praises and 
shoutings of the multitude who went out to meet 
Thee, didst shed tears of pity, lamenting the destruc- 
tion of the city, and the ruin of ungrateful souls. 
Grant to me a thorough knowledge of myself, that I 
may see how vile I am, and most profoundly hns&ib\!^ 
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and loathe myself. O may I never delight in the 
praises or favour of men, but be occupied with 
thoughts of penitence and love : and may I feel the 
misfortunes of others, as if they were my own, and 
deplore their sins with a compassionate and loving 
heart. Amen. 

O Almighty God, Who didst send into this world 
Thy Son Jesus Chbist our Lobd, that He might 
humble Himself to our condition, and call us back to 
Thee ; Grant, O Lobd, that as the Jews went forth 
to meet Him with branches of palm, thereby repre- 
senting His triumph over the prince of death, and 
the riches of His mercy and peace, grant, we humbly 
beseech Thee, O holy Lobd, Almighty and Eternal 
Gon, through the same Lobd Jesus Chbist, that we 
and all faithful people may go forth to meet Him with 
firm faith and by good works, and gaining by Him, 
and in Him, victory over the empire of sin and death, 
may be made partakers of His glorious resurrection. 
Amen. 



MONDAY IN HOLT WEEK. 

In the morning our Blessed Lobd returned to 
Jerusalem, and on His way cursed the barren fig- 
tree. 

He went again into the Temple and drove out a 
second time those who bought and sold therein, which 
80 incensed the Scribes and Pharisees, that they 
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sought to destroy Him. Jesus then went out of the 
city. 

S. Matt. xzi. 18 ; S. Mark xi. 12 ; S. Luke zix. 45. 



TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK. 

On Tuesday morning, our Lobd and His disciples 
on their way to Jerusalem, passed the withered fig- 
tree, on which occasion Jesus instructed them in the 
great duties of faith, prayer, and charity. S. Matt. 
xxi. 21 ; S. Mark xi. 20. 

As Jesus was teaching in the temple, the Scribes 
and Pharisees asked by what authority He did these 
things. He then spake to them these parables. 

The Eather and his sons. 

The Vineyard. 

The Marriage Peast, and other truths related in 
S. Matt. xxi. xxii.; S. Mark xi. xii.; S. Luke xx. 

He then condemned the Scribes and Pharisees. S. 
Matt, xxiii. 

And commended the poor widow. S. Mark xii. 41 ; 
S. Luke xi. 1. 

On leaving the Temple, our Divine Master, the 
Judge of Quick and Dead, foretold the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and the end of the world, and spake the 
parables of 1. The ten Virgins. 2. The Talents. 3. 
The Sheep and the Goats. And at night He went 
out and abode in the Mount of Olives. S. Matt. xxiv. 
XXV. ; S. Mark xiii. ; S. Luke xxi. 5, 37. 
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WEDiraSDAY IN HOLT WEEK. 

1. The rulers conspire against Jesus, and covenant 
with Judas, to betray Him. 

2. Mary anoints His Feet. 



Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine 
a Tain thing ? The kings of the earth set themselyes, 
and the rulers take counsel together, against the 
LoBD, and against His Anointed. Fs. ii. 1, 2. 

And I said unto them. If ye think good, give me 
my price ; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for 
my price thirty pieces of silver. Zech. xi. 12. 



dodpel l^armon;. 

S. Matt. xxvi. 1—16. S. Mark xiv. 1—11. S. Luke xxii. 1—6. 
S. John zii. 

And it came to pass, when called Caiaphas, and consulted 

Jesus had finished all these that they might take Jssus bj 

sayings, He said nnto His Dis- subtilty, and kill Him. But 

dples, Ye know that after two they said, Not on the fbast-day, 

days is the feast of the Passoyer, lest there be an uproar of tike 

and the Son of Man is betrayed people, for they feared the peo« 

to be crucified. Then assem- pie. Now when Jesus was in 

bled together the chief Priests, Bethany, in the house of Simon 

and the Scribes, and the Elders the leper, there they made Him 

of the people unto the palace a supper : and Martha senred ; 

of the High Priest, who was but Lasarus was one of tliem 
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that sat at the table with Him. 
Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, yery 
costly; and anointed the Feet 
of Jesus, (poured it on His 
Head,) and wiped His Feet with 
her hair: and the house was 
filled With the odour of the oint- 
ment. But when His Disciples 
saw it, they had indignation, 
saying. To what purpose was 
this waste ? Then saith one of 
His Disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
Simon's son, which should be- 
tray Him, Why was not this 
ointment sold for three hundred 
pence, and given to the poor ? 
And d&ey murmured against her. 
This he said, not that he cared 
for the poor, but because he was 
a thief, and had the bag, and 
bare what was put therein. 
When Jesus understood it. He 
said unto them, Let her alone : 
why trouble ye the woman ? for 
she hath wrought a good work 
upon Me. For ye have thepoor 
always with you, and whensoever 
ye will ye may do them good, 
but Me ye have not always. 
She hath done what she could ; 
■he is come aforehand to anoint 
My Body to the burying. Verily 
I say unto you, wheresoever 



this Gospel shall be preached 
in the whole world, there also 
shall this, that this woman hath 
done, be told for a memorial of 
her. 

Modi people of tbe Jews 
therefore knew tiiat He was 
there ; and they came not for 
Jesus' sake only, but that they 
might see Lazarus also, whom 
He had raised from the dead. 
But the Chief Priests consulted 
that they might put Lazarus 
also to death ; because that by 
reason of him many of the 
Jews went away and believed on 
Jesus. 

Then one of the twelve, called 
Judas Iscariot, (then entered Sa- 
tan into Judas, — S. Luke,) went 
unto the Chief Priests and Cap- 
tains, and communed how he 
might betray Him unto tiiem ; 
and they were glad, and cove- 
nanted to give him money. Atid 
he said unto them. What will ye 
give me, and I will deliver Him 
unto you? And they covenanted 
with him for thirty pieces of 
silver. And from that timfc 
he sought opportunity how he 
might conveniently betray Him, 
In the absence of the multitude. 
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Didst Thou then, O my Saviour, wish to experience 
how bitter a cross it is to have an unfaithful friend ? 
Thou didst receive Judas at Thy table, and overwhelm 
him with Thy favours ; and, as a sincere friend, Thoa 
didst communicate to him Thy plans, even when his 
heart was full of malice, and had determined to deliver 
Thee to Thine enemies. O Divine Wisdom ! Who 
knewest the soul of this traitor, how didst Thou re- 
gard him with a kindly Eye in the midst of Thy other 
disciples who sincerely loved Thee. Thou didst wash 
his feet, and make him a partaker of Thy holy Eucha- 
ristic Feast, and Thou didst hide his perfidy, to spare 
him shame. Such is the constancy of Thy friendship, 
O Divine Jesus I Thou seest our betrayals and Thou 
seekest us still, in drawing us with the cords of Thy 
love, in gaining us by Thy blessings, and in endeavour- 
ing to soften our hard hearts, by the unction of Thy 
grace. What advantage can our friendship be to 
Thee, that Thou shouldst seek with so much care even 
those who betray Thee ? But it is the property of 
Thy love, O my Gon ! never to be repulsed, and to 
pursue us even when we flee from Thee ! 

I look with astonishment and indignation on the 
perfidious Judas, who betrayed Thee without shamei 
by a token of love, and preferred a paltry sum to 
Thee, O my Saviour, in Whom are hid all the treasures 
of the Wisdom and Knowledge of God. But I for- 

^ For Reflections, see Williams on the ** H0I7 Week." 
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get myself; how many times have I abused Thy bless- 
ings to satisfy mj passions ? how often have I relin- 
quished Thy grace for earthly pleasures ? how many 
times haye I preferred the favours of men to Thy 
Divine Communion ? how many times sold Thee for 
things of vanity, without regard to Thy law, or without 
being touched by Thy goodness ? Pardon me, O In- 
finite Mercy! my past unfaithfulness, and the little 
shame I have felt for it, and suffer me not to fall back 
again. 

I cast myself at Thy Feet, O my Saviour and my 
Master ! I acknowledge before Thee how unfaithful I 
have been. Chasten me, O my Fatheb ! as it pleaseth 
Thee, but let me not lose Thy love, as Judas did, for I 
return to Thee. 

Make me feel Thy love, when I confess before Thee 
all my unfaithfulness, and submit to all the chastise- 
ments Thou dost inflict upon me. I have been too 
long un&ithful : change me, Lobd ! make me to please 
Thee, so that Thou mayest receive me into Thy 
blessed friendship. As I have been among the num- 
ber of those who betray Thee, grant that I may hence- 
forth be one of those who sincerely love Thee. The 
triumph of Thy love is to make sinners holy, and 
traitors faithful. Convert me then, O Divine Love ! 
and grant that I may be faithful even unto death. 

Since Thou, LoBn, for love of me, hast suflfered the 
betrayal of a perfidious fiiend, give me grace patiently 
to bear all unfaithfulness of friends towards me ; and 
grant that I may neither be intoxicated with the 
friendship of men, nor cast down by their unfaithful- 
ness. K Thou wiliest that they hate and persecute 
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me, Thy will be done. Possess mj hearty show me 
Thy Countenance, fill me with Thy grace wid love ; 
teach me never to complain, nor be reyengeful, but to 
return good for evil, and to treat with kindness even 
those who are unfaithful to me. Faithful Friend of 
sinners ! Thy friendship is alone firm, constant, and 
true, and I give up all to obtain it. 



iPrager. 

All praise, honour and glory be to Thee, O Chbist, 
Whom Thy unfaithful disciple Judas did sell, for a 
vile sum of money, to those Jews who persecuted 
Thee and conspired against Thy Life. Boot out of 
my heart, I beseech Thee, all covetous desires, all love 
of riches, and all sinful love of creatures, that I may 
desire only what is necessary, and be content with 
what Thou, O Lobd, thinkest so. Grant that I may 
never prefer anything before Thee ; and give me grace 
that I may show perfect charity to all men, and espe- 
cially to those who injure me. Forgive me, O Holy 
Bedeemer, for having so often preferred vain and 
perishing things to Thee, and for the sake of vile 
pleasures turned myself from Thee. Amen. 
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THXTESDAT IN HOLT WEEK. 

1. OuB Blessed Lobb eats the Passover with His 
disciples. 2. Washes their feet, and reproves them for 
striving for the pre-eminence. 3. Foretells that Judas 
would betray Him. 4. Warns S. Peter of his fall. 
5. Institutes the Holy Eucharist. 6. Comforts His 
disciples. 7. Instructs them. 8. Prays for them, and 
for His Church. 



&oiftl Aarmotif. 

S. Matt. zxvi. 17—25, 31 ; S. Mark xiv. 12—21, 27 ; S. Luke 

xxii. 7—18, 21—34, 

See Second Lesson for the Day, S. John xiii. 



;fl(Celittatton£{^^ 

ON THE LORD WASHING THE FEET OF THE DISCIPLES. 

Although Jesits was Himself the Son of God, the 
King of kings, the Loed of lords, nevertheless He 
shows Himself not as the Lobd, but the servant of 
man, by humbling Himself to wash the feet of His 

» For Reflections, see Williams on the " Holy Week." 
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disciples. He gave this wonderful example of humi- 
lity, at the close of His life, doubtless that He might 
imprint the virtue of profound humility more deeply on 
the hearts of all His disciples. Let us then consider 
well every action in this ministry of the Lobd, and 
behold with admiration what it displays. The Supreme 
Majesty bows Himself before poor fishermen, and on 
His bended knees performs the most menial office; 
showing Himself as the great Pattern of humility, 
commanding and teaching it, not only by word but 
also in act. O proud dust and ashes, hitherto pride 
has lifted thee up ! impatience harasses thee ! Con- 
sider the meekness, benignity, and humility of thy 
Eedeemer, the Creator of all things, the terrible Judge 
of the living and the dead, in kneeling at the feet of 
him whom He knew would betray Him; that He 
might teach us to love our enemies, and to do them all 
the good we can. Learn of Him, Who is meek and 
lowly of heart, to confound thy pride, to check thy 
impatience ; thy Lobd and Master has left this Ex- 
ample for thee to follow, saying, ^^ If I^ your Lobd and 
Mctster, have washed your feet, ye ought also to wash 
one aTiother^sfeet. For I have given you an Example^ 
that ye should do as I have done to you^ We ought, 
therefore, to practise mutual kindness, humility, and 
charity among ourselves ; to minister to one another, 
to forgive injuries and wrongs, and to pray for each 
other. For the Lobd not only taught His disciples 
true humility by word and example ; but as the time 
of His Passion drew near He also taught them the 
virtue of perfect charity, without which there is no 
salvation. Thou, Lobd, didst graciously leave, as bj 
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Thy last Testament, these two graces for a perpetual 
memorial to us, desiring to impress them most deeply 
on our hearts ; therefore didst Thou say, " A new Com- 
tnandment I give unto you, that ye love one another ; a9 
1 have loved you, that ye also love one another,^* O 
wondrous Example of the Incarnate God! How 
boundless is Thy love ! how profound Thy humility ! 
Draw us unto Thyself, and stamp Thine Image on 
our souls. 

He humbled Himself, for love of us, to the form of 
a servant. O unheard of humility in one so exalted ! 
how dost Thou confound the pride of man, who though 
nothing, yet forgets the baseness of his origin ? If 
Jestjs, Who is infinitely wise and powerful, could thus 
abase Himself, how dare I, who am full of error and 
weakness, ever exalt myself? If the Only Son of 
God, "Who came from God and returned to Him, 
deigned to transform Himself into a Servant, how shajl 
I who, by nature, was a child of wrath, and a slave of 
the devil, I, who came from the dust and return 
thither, how shall I pretend to put myself above 
others ? O humble Jesus, deliver me from the spirit 
of pride. Grant that humility may be deeply rooted 
in my heart, since I there find so much to humiliate 
and confound me. 

Jesus pours out the water, washes, and wipes their 
feet, all with His Own Hands, to teach us to practise 
ourselves works of charity and humility, and not to do 
them in a spirit of vain-glory. 

O my Divine Saviour, Who unceasingly callest from 
the depths of Thy Heart, " Learn of Me, for I am 
meek and lowly of heart," communicate to me thi^ 
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humility and meekness, that I may always find favour 
in Thine Eyes, Who lookest favourably upon those 
that are of a humble and contrite spirit. 

Let us consider then how much we need to be 
washed and cleansed by our Blessed Saviour, since 
without it we shall have no part in Him. I confess, 
O my Saviour, that my soul is stained with an infinity 
of sins. Wash me then, O my God, purify me from 
all my sins, that I may have part in Thy friendship, 
and never be in danger of losing it again. 



All praise, glory, and honour, be to Thee, O Chkist, 
Who, according to the commandment of the Law, 
didst eat the Passover at Jerusalem, with Thy dis- 
ciples; and gavest them an example of perfect hu- 
mility and holy love, when Thou didst kneel upon 
the ground and wash their feet, and wipe them with 
the towel, wherewith Thou wast girded. O may this 
Thy wondrous Example, penetrate my heart, and 
utterly cast down all pride and arrogance within me. 
Give me, O Lord, the most profound humility, that I 
may willingly perform the humblest oflBces for the 
benefit of my neighbours. Grant me perfect obedience, 
so that I may diligently observe Thy precepts, and 
never deny Thee either in thought, word, or deed ; and 
give me, I pray Thee, most fervent charity, that I may 
truly love all men for Thy sake. Amen. 
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6. Our Blessed Eedeemer then instituted the Holy 
Eucharist. 



See S. Matt, xzvi, 26—28 ; S. Mark xiv. 22—25 ; S. Luke sdi. 19 ; 
and S. John tI. 

And as they were eatmg, it, for this is Mt Blood of the 

Jesus took bread, and blessed New Testament, (this cup is the 

it, and brake it, and gave it to New Testament in My Blood 

the disciples, and said. Take, whichis shed for you— S.Luke,) 

eat, THIS IS My Body, which is which is shed for many for the 

given for you ; this do in re- remission of sins. But I say 

membrance of Me. And He unto you, I will not drink 

took the cup, (likewise also the henceforth of this fruit of the 

cup after supper — S. Luke,) vine, until that day when I drink 

and gave thanks, and gave it to it new with you in My Fa- 

them, saying. Drink ye all of ther's kingdom. 



I adore Thee, I praise and glorify Thee, O Lobd 
Jesus Chkist, I bless and give thanks to Thee, O 
Son of the Living God, Who in Thine unspeakable 
love didst institute the holy Eucharistic Sacrament, 
wherein Thou dost, with stupendous bounty, give 
Thyself to us, saying, " This is My Body, which is 
given for you, and this is My Blood which is shed 
for you." Have mercy upon me, that I stagger not 
at the greatness of Thy words. Thou art the Lamb 

' For Meditations, see " Eucharistica," "Bp. Patrick's Chris- 
tian Sacrifice," ** Paradise of the Christian Soul,'' '* Steps to the 
Altar." 

q2 
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of God, Who takest away the sins of the world ; Thon 
alone canst enrich and help me. Take from me what- 
ever hurteth me and displeaseth Thee ; and give me 
what is pleasing to Thee, and good for me. Kindle 
in my soul, I beseech Thee, humble and ardent desires 
for this Blessed Sacrament. Grant that I may go to 
Thine altar with devout affections, deep humility and 
reverence, and with a pure and contrite heart. May 
I so hunger and thirst after Thee, and be so reple- 
nished by Thee, that I may go in the strength of that 
food, through the wilderness of this world, until I 
shall feed on Thee in Thy kingdom, and be satisfied 
with the plenteousness of Thy house for ever. Amen. 



Aspirations be/ore the Holy Communion, 

O most gracious Redeemer, come with patience to 
support my imperfections; and refuse not a poor 
sinner, who is the fittest object of Thy mercy. 

Come, O merciful Jesu, clothed with humility, and 
disdain me not, although I am the most vile and abject 
of Thy creatures. Come, and with Thy love inflame 
my cold heart, and purify my soul from all its dross. 
Amen. 



Aspirations at the time of Communion. 

O King of Heaven, I come unto Thee as the poorest 
of Thy subjects, acknowledging myself unworthy of 
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Thy mercies. But Thou, O Lobd, have mercy on me, 
otherwise I dare not approach unto Thee. 

I come, most Benignant Saviour, humbly begging 
the continuance of Thy Patience, wherewith Thou 
hast suflfered so much for me. O merciful Jesu ! enter 
not into judgment with Thy servant, but mercifully 
receive me coming unto Thee. 

I come, O Saviour, to obtain grace that I may 
acknowledge my own nothingness, and • henceforth 
truly humble myself by the consideration of Thy 
desire for my salvation, and my own coldness and 
indifference to it. Loed, create in me a new 
spirit. 

I come, O Eternal Brightness of the Tathee, as 
one destitute of grace, and overwhelmed in the dark- 
ness of my ignorance, wherefore illuminate my under- 
standing, that I may see and feel Thy boundless love 
and goodness. 

I come, O Pountain of Mercy ! ashamed to have 
been so backward, when Thou hast sought me by all 
possible means. O Lobb, make me worthy to receive 
Thee now, that henceforward I may be more prompt 
to serve Thee. 

I come amongst the lame, the blind, and diseased, 
wherefore open the floodgates of Thy mercy, and let 
me be partaker of this heavenly banquet, which Thou 
hast prepared. Thou didst come into the world for 
sinners, and as such an one I come to Thee. O Son 
of David, have mercy upon me. Bow down Thine 
ear, and hear me, for I am poor and in misery. Help 
me, that I profane not this Holy Sacrament, but may 
I come with clean Jiands, and a contrite hearty t^ ^W 
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altar of my God, and there obtain remission of all my 
sins, and the gift of eternal life. 



6. After the Holy Eucharist, our Lobd consoled 
His Apostles, and promised to send the Comforter. 

S. John xiv. 1 — 4. 



ON JESUS, AS THE WAT, THE TRUTH, AND THS LIFK. 

Jesus is the Way by His Example, the Truth by 
His "Word, and the Life by His Grace. The new and 
living "Way wherein faith causes us to walk ; the infal- 
lible Truth of good things to come, for which we must 
hope; and the Eternal Life, which must be the sole 
object of our love. Out of this Way, there is nothing 
but wandering ; without this Truth, nothing but error 
and deceit ; and without this Life, nothing but death. 
By the means of sin, the heart has lost the life of 
righteousness ; the understanding, the light of truth. 
All are restored to us in Jesus Chbist ; the way of 
heaven discovered and laid open to us by His Life 
and mysteries ; the truth which enlightens our under- 
standings ; and the life which reanimates our hearts. 
Let us not transfer to any creature that which belongs 
exclusively to Chbist. He alone is our Way, us our 
Mediator; He alone is the Truth of His promises, 
which are fulfilled only in Him as the Head of the 
Elect, and in us as His members ; and He alone is 
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the Life, being the principle of our life and actions 
bj His grace. That man well deserves to lose him- 
self, to be deceived, and deprived of life, who keeps 
not close to Thee, O Eternal Way, in which alone 
those who have gone astray recover themselves. 
Incarnate IVuth ! which alone enlightenest those who 
are in darkness; Celestial and Divine Life! which 
alone givest immortal life to the dead ! Thou art the 
Divine Way, which camest to weary Thyself in seeking 
sinners, the Truth which didst vouchsafe to descend 
into our darkness ; and the Life, which didst humble 
Thyself so low as to die for us. 

i&znltatioiM. 

O Divine Word, Son of the Living God ! Eternal 
and Sovereign Truth ! I join with all angels, with all 
the blessed, all the just, the Holy Church, and all Thy 
creatures, in blessing Thee ; and with all Thy perfec- 
tions and Thy works which glorify Thee without ceas- 
ing. Thou art my Way, my Truth, and my Life. 
Thou art the Way of all who live in Thee, the Truth 
by which I know Thee, and the Life by which I live ; 
the Way without danger, the Truth without dissimu- 
lation, the Life without death. He who walks not 
with Thee wanders out of the way ; he who walks not 
by Thy Light is in darkness ; and he who lives not in 
Thee is as one dead. Thou art the unerring Way, 
perfect Truth, and very Life. Thou art the Living 
God Whom I serve, the True God Whom I adore, 
the Lifallible God in Whom I trust. Conduct me, 
O my Saviour, that I may go in the right ^^^ % ^\:ir 
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lighten me that I may see Thy Truth, and may it at 
ways live in me ; stretch forth Thine Hand, and deliver 
me from all evil, from the enemies I fear, and firom my- 
self ; for if Thou dost not deliver me, I should soon 
fall by my own weakness, and should then become 
most miserable. 

Sragei'.^ 

O Almighty God, Whom truly to know, &c. — Col- 
lect for S, Philip and S, James J^ 

7. Our LoBD then said, " Arise, let us go hence." 
And they sang a hymn, and went out to the Mount of 
Olives ; and as they went, the Lobd uttered the pre- 
cious and momentous truths in 

S. John XV. xvi. 

Prince of Peace ! I believe in Thee, I hope in 
Thee, and love Thee ; lift up, I pray Thee, the light of 
Thy Countenance upon me, and give me peace, for 
Thy mercies' sake, and for Thy love's sake. O true 
Best, O Joy of the whole earth ! look upon our afflic- 
tions, in which we seek the broken cisterns which can 
hold no water. In all things our heart seeketh rest, 
all that exist desire peace and tranquillity ; for in this 

1 For Reflections on the Operations of the Holt Ghost, and 
our duties towards Him, see ** Companion for the Sick Room," 
p. 73. 

3 See " Devotions for the Sick Room," pp. 229—232. 
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state of imbappy exile, where our life is a warfare, 
our only happiness is to find peace ; for this end we 
are justified by faith, that we may have peace with 
God through our Lobd Jesus Cheist. The labours 
of all men look to this end, this the luxurious, and 
covetous, and ambitious seek, but in vain ; for there is 
no peace to the wicked, — ^there is no peace but for 
them that love Thy law. Thou hast brought it us 
from heaven, O Most Gracious Jesxts, and hast come 
to declare it to the world. Truly, Thou art the 
" Prince of Peace," " the Comer Stone," Who hast 
made both one ; and in Thyself Thou dost reconcile 
the lowest with the highest. O, how great is the fe- 
licity of that soul which Thou dost elevate above the 
storms of this life, fixed in holy contemplation ; he 
will fear no evil, for Thou art with him ; his heart will 
not be agitated with lusts, for Thou alone art aU 
things to him ; in prosperity and adversity, his soul is 
without fear, and at rest, as though he stood on some 
point above the world, and looked down on all things 
beneath him. 

O Thou, Who art our only Peace, my God ! Thou 
hast come that I might have peace, and before Thy 
Death didst bequeath peace for me, saying, ** Peace I 
leave toith you, My peace I give unto youP Be merci- 
ful unto me, O Lobd, that I give not Thine heritage, 
which Thou hast left to me, sealed with Thy Blood, 
for any poor, fading, transitory object of this world. 
O, how great is the felicity of the peaceful heart, to 
have Thee, to enjoy Thee, to be refreshed by Thee, to 
feed on Thee, to desire nothing, to fear nothing, to 
hope nothing, to will nothing, contrary to T\i<&^ «sA 
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Thy holy will ; to be distressed by no stings of con- 
science, and at every hour to be prepared for death and 
for Thy coming. 

Since Thou hast vouchsafed in Thine infinite pity to 
•hoose me for Thy friend, for Thou hast made known 
to me all Thy commandments and counsels which 
Thou hast received from Thy Pathee, I will not be 
the friend of this world, but Thee alone will I love 
with all my heart and mind, and hold fast until the 
day dawn and the shadows flee away, — until Thou 
show Thyself to me, and open the treasures of Thy 
love, wherewith Thou hast loved me before the world 
began. Amen, 



JPragerjEl. 

O God, from Whom all holy desires, &c. — Second 
Collect, Evening Frayer, 

O Gon, the Patheb everlasting, in the merits of 
Thy Son Jesus Chbist, and in these His promises do 
I place all my confidence, and I ask Thee not for the 
things of this world, but for Thy Grace. I deserve 
neither pardon nor grace, but I ask in the Name of 
Him, Who has all merit ; for His sake pardon and 
forgive me. Enlighten me, that I may see Thy bound- 
less love towards me; make me to know Thy holy 
and blessed will, and give me grace that I may ever 
perfectly fulfil it, through Jesus Chbxst my Lo&d 
and Saviour. Amen. 
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8. After these words, our Lobd lifted up His Eyes 
to heayen, and prayed for His disciples ; and for the 
Unity of His Church. 

S. John xvii. 



iPraper. 

See the Collect for Second Sunday in Advent, 

I adore Thee, I praise and glorify Thee, O Lobd 
Jesttb Chbist ; I bless, and give thanks to Thee, O 
8oix of the living God, Who, when about to depart 
from this world, didst exhort and console Thy chosen 
disciples with words of ineffable consolation, and 
commend them to Thy Fathbb with most fervent 
prayer, thereby clearly showing to them, and to us, 
who should believe through them, the greatness of Thy 
love. Grant, O Lobd, that Thy Word may be pre- 
cious to my heart, and sweeter than honey and the 
honeycomb. O that this same burning exhortation 
may sink down into my heart, and wholly transform 
it with Thy love. Direct me, O Lobd my God, that 
I may ever abide in the TJnity of Thy holy Church, 
and that Thy holy will may be done a^t all times in me 
and by me. Amen. 

See *' Prayer for Unity'* in the ^* Accession Service,'* 
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AN HOEOLOGT OF THE PASSION. 

PoE the comfort of those who are called to the high 
privilege of sharing their Saviour's cup of agony, and 
pass their sleepless nights in weariness and pain, the 
time, about which the several awful scenes of the 
Passion may have transpired, is here given. Although 
ifc is, perhaps, impossible to fix the exact period of 
each sad event, yet sufficient accuracy may be attained 
to satisfy the devout sufferers who might wish, in the 
still watches of the night, to follow their Lobd hour 
by hour, and step by step, through His mysterious 
and awful Passion. 

This horology may also serve to fill up devoutly 
and profitably the long and weary hours of those who 
watch by the sick beds of beloved friends. We take 
this opportunity of recommending a beautiful little 
book, called " Sacred Dial of Scripture and Prayer," 
published by Mr. Parker, Oxford. 



Thursday Evening, 

At 6 P.M. Our gracious Eedeemer ate the Pass- 
over with His disciples. 
7 P.M. Our most humble Saviour, Jssus Christ, 
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true God and Man, on His Knees did wash the feet 
of His disciples ; and shall not I cast away all pride, 
and imitate the Example of my Loed, willingly per- 
forming the humblest offices for the good of my neigh- 
bour? 

8 P.M. Our holy Eedeemer, from ineffable love to 
jnsLH instituted the Holy Eucharist. O what love shall 
I render to Him, for His great love to me ? What 
desire for, what reverence to this Holy Sacrament 
ought I not to have P 

9 P.M. Our Eedeemer, Jesus Cheist, gave His 
last instructions to His faithful followers, recommend- 
ing unto them mutual charity. O my soul, by our 
love one toward another, we are known as the true 
children of God. 

10 to 12 P.M. Our Blessed Saviour entered the 
Garden, and, seized with overwhelming sadness, 
prayed earnestly to His Eatheb, and, in resignation 
to His will, did sweat great drops of blood from His 
sacred Body. 

O, let us fly to God by prayer, when we are in any 
affliction or danger; and let us never rest in the 
creature, but cast ourselves into the Hands of our 
Creator. 

About Midnight. Our loving Eedeemer went forth 
to meet His enemies, voluntarily offering Himself 
to death, and refusing not the kiss of the traitor 
Judas ; and shall I, O my God, dare to betray Thee 
by my sins for some base creature or vain pleasure ? 
Better would it be for me to endure all the torments 
of this life, yea, even to die, and so to suffer with my 
Saviour. 
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Good Friday, 

1 A.M. Our most meek and humble Sedeemer 
Jesus Cheist did suffer Himself to be taken by the 
wicked, to be bound as a malefactor, and led to Annas ; 
and I, who am the cause of all this, will not suffer 
anything from my neighbour without seeking revenge. 

2 A.M. Our gentle Redeemer, the Lamb of God, 
was most outrageously treated before Annas ; and He 
"Who is innocence itself is falsely accused ; yet I, who 
am full of imperfections and offences, before God and 
my neighbour, cannot endure that any should accuse 
or reprehend me. 

3 A.M. Our most gracious Redeemer, "Who is 
goodness itself, and the Sovereign Judge of all, stood 
before Caiaphas, a wicked and unjust judge. But I 
cannot endure with patience to be judged by my su- 
periors, or equals, or inferiors, be it right or wrong. 

Our most Blessed Redeemer was smitten on the 
cheek by the High Priest's servant ; and denied by 
His Apostle S. Peter, whom He brought to repentance 
by one gracious look. O Loed God, what man can 
presume that he will not deny or offend Thee ? O 
may I, with S. Peter, bewail my sins. 

4 A.M. Our meek and lowly Redeemer was blind- 
folded, smitten, mocked, blasphemed as a false prophet. 
Consider, O my soul, that thou hast done this to the 
LoED Jesus whenever thou hast so treated any of thy 
neighbours, who are His brethren. 

6 A.M. The innocent and most holy Redeemer 
was condemned to death from envy, by the whole 
council of the Jews. O, how does this passion of envy 
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make us oftentimes judge evil of others who are better 
than ourselves. 

6 A.M. Our most gracious Eedeemer was pre- 
sented to PQate, and when falsely accused, kept silence, 
and was declared innocent by Pilate. O, what silence 
of my Saviour, so infamously accused ! and I, sinner 
as I am, do nothing but make excuses for myself. 

Our Blessed Eedeemer was sent from Pilate to 
Herod, before whom He held His peace ; wherefore 
He was mocked and treated as a foolish person, and 
clothed in a white robe. O, how ought we to desire 
to be contemned of men, and not consent to their 
evil ways, rather than to displease God. 

7 A.M. Our righteous Eedeemer was sent from 
Herod to Pilate, and the murderer Barabbas was pre- 
ferred before Him. And dost not thou, O sinner, do 
the same ? dost not thou prefer the devil to God, when 
thou inclinest to sin and forsakest virtue ? 

Our suffering Eedeemer was shamefully stripped, 
bound to a pillar, and cruelly scourged. Behold, O 
my soul, how they treat the sacred Body of thy 
Saviour, and how dost thou pamper thine which hath 
so sinned against God. 

8 A.M. Our most patient Eedeemer, invested with 
a purple robe, and crowned with thorns, is shown as a 
Pattern of patience and all virtue to those who will be 
glorified by Him. O, how ought I to be ashamed to 
be so delicate a member, when our Head was crowned 
with thorns ! 

Our loving Eedeemer condemned to death by Pilate 
went forth to Calvary, bearing His own Cross. Who- 
soever will follow Him to Paradise, must carr^ hi& 
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cross (viz., the troubles and afflictions of life,) after 
Him, with patience. 

9 A.M. Our most obedient Saviour stretched Him- 
self upon the Cross, to which He was nailed, and upon 
which He was lifted up between two thieves, for the 
salvation of the world. If our sins were so punished 
in the Person of our Eedeemer, how shall they be 
punished in sinners, if they do not repent ? 

Our merciful Eedeemer prayed for those who cruci- 
fied Him, and promised Paradise to the penitent thief. 
Let us also pardon those who offend against us, if we 
desire God to pardon us. 

At Noon, 

Our Holy Redeemer, in the depth of His anguish, 
cried with a loud voice, " My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me ?" And the sun hid his light, the 
earth trembled, and the dead arose. O, my soul, 
tremble for thy sins, and arise to newness of life, 

3 P.M. Our mighty Eedeemer cried, " Eatheb, 
into Thy Hands I commend My Spirit," and bowing 
His Head, gave up the Ghost. O may I so live, that 
at my last hour I may likewise commend my soul into 
Thy Hands. 

6 P.M. The Body of our victorious Eedeemer was 
taken down from the Cross, and honourably buried. 
Eeceive Him, O my soul, in thy memory, and retain 
this sacred Passion of Jesus Chbist in all thy 
thoughts, words, and works, and so live that thou 
mayest be worthy of the name of a Christian redeemed 
by the sacred Blood of the Son of God. 
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The Soul of Chbist sanctify me ! 

The Body of Chbist save me ! 

The Blood of Chbist cleanse me ! 

The Passion of Chbist comfort me ! 

O holy Jesus, hear me ! hide me in Thy wounds ; 
suffer me not to be separated from Thee ; defend me 
from the enemy ; call me at the hour of my death, and 
bid me come to Thee, to praise, bless, and glorify Thee 
eternally with saints and angels. 



PART I.— THE AGONY. 
I. The Sadihess nr the Gabden. 

My soul is full of trouble, and my life draweth nigh 
unto the grave. Ps. Ixxxviii. 8. 

S. Luke zxii. 39, 40. S. John zviii. 1. 

And when Jesus had spoken And He took with Him Peter 

these words, and when they had and the two sons of Zebedee, 

sung a hymn, He went forth as and began to be sorrowful and 

He was wont with His Disciples yery heavy (sore amazed. — S. 

over the brook Cedron, where Mark). Then saith He unto 

was a garden called Gethsemane, them, My soul is exceeding 

into which He entered, and His sorrowful, even unto death ; 

disciples. And He saith unto tarry ye here, and watch with 

His disciples. Sit ye here. Me. Pray that ye enter not 

while I go and pray yonder. into temptation* 
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Let us now reverently inquire the cause of this 
sorrow. There were indeed many reasons for this 
deep anguish of our Eedeemer, but in this place we 
shall only mention two, which are sufficient to move 
us to shame and compunction. 1st. Our manifold and 
aggravated sins, our base ingratitude and want of 
Divine love and fear, pressed so heavily on the holy 
soul of Jesus, as to make Him thus sorrowful, even 
unto death. It has been said, that if G-od should 
show to any man all his sins at one view, how he had 
injured and despised his Creator and Bedeemer, his 
LoBD and God, and how shamefully he had defaced 
God's glorious image in his soul, that such a revela- 
tion would either deprive him of his reason, or cause 
his heart to break with shame and anguish. 2ndly. 
Now Chbist took upon Himself the sins of the world, 
and for them voluntarily assumed this sorrow of heart ; 
and as by His Divine Omniscience He saw all the sins 
which had been committed, and foresaw how terribly 
Satan would seduce the souls for which He suffered 
and died, so that in spite of ail His love and sufiSsrings, 
thousands would perish eternally ; therefore His soul 
was overwhelmed with anguish. 

O, who can comprehend the magnitude and bitter- 
ness of His sorrow ? O, with what anguish was the 
Saviour's heart oppressed! Such painfl» such afflic- 
tions did He sustain in this struggle of fear and love, 

1 For Reflections, see '' WiUiams on the Faanan," p. 1. 
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that the fear indeed weighed Him down, but His love 
sustained Him. O, the ineffable goodness of the 
LoBD Jesus! O Love incomprehensible! that He 
Who is the J07 of Heaven should for us be thus 
moved with sorrow epen unto death. When He saw 
what we had lost bj sinning, and what we deserved. 
His bowels were moved with compassion for us ; and 
He willingly endured this mortal anguish for us, that 
He might suffer what we have deserved, and thereby 
atone for our sins. He ardently seeks to promote His 
Patheb's glory, to redeem the human race from the 
bitter pains of eternal death, and therefore He volun- 
tarily suffers this piercing anguish, the intensity of 
which caused His sacred Blood to issue from the pores 
of His ajflflicted Body. O my B^deemer, how couldst 
Thou love one who has so offended Thee? How 
couldst Thou embrace such sufferings for us, seeing 
that we should repay Thee with so much ingratitude ? 
Make me a partaker, O Lobd, of that sorrow for my 
sins which then overwhelmed Thee. I now abhor my 
sins : look not Thou upon them« O my Saviour, but 
upon what Thou hast suffered for them ; and give me 
strength to resist all the temptations of the flesh and 
the devil. 

All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O Lobd 
Jebvb, Who didst go with Thy disciples into the 
garden of Gethsemane, and as Thy Passion drew near, 
didst begin to be sorrowful even unto death, that Thou 
mightest be able through this Thine owiL\^^ra\S^^^\»<^ 
b2 



244 THE LOBB AGONIZES IS PSATEB. 

console and strengthen Thy members trembling with 
the fear of death. Mercifully forgive the sins whath 
caused Thee such anguish, and preserve me, I beseedi 
Thee, both from undue sorrow and foolish levity ; and 
graciously remove from me all distrust of Thee, and 
all inordinate weakness : comfort me in all my troubles 
and disquietudes of mind, and make me sensible, with 
godly sorrow, of that heavy wrath and curse which 
Thou didst suffer, but I deserved ; and establish me in 
Thy love and fear, that I may cleave to Thee in every 
adversity. Amen. 



II. The Lobi) agokizes nr Pbateb. 

S. Matt. zxri. 39 ; S. Mark xiy. 35, 36 ; S. Luke xzii. 41, 42. 

And He was withdrawn from the hour might pass from Him, 

them about a stone's cast. And saying, My Fathkr, ^U be 

having knelt down, He fell on possibie, M tkU euppat^Jrmm 

His face upon the earth, and Me ; nevertheleu, noi 0m I will, 

prayed, that if it were possible but as Thou wilt. 



Behold, the mighty Lobd, to Whom every knee 
by right should bow, lies prostrate on the ground even 

^ For Reflections, see ** Williams on the Passion," p. 10. 



(tHB ItOBD AGOKIZES IN PBATEB. 245 

as if He were a sinner, and is forsaken of the Fathee, 
that He might reconcile us to Him* Come, O my 
soul, and all ye who love God, let us contemplate with 
the eye of faith, our Saviour in this great anguish of 
spirit, let us rememher that He here bore all our sins, 
and was thus sorely afflicted for us ; and let us not be 
ungrateful to our most gracious Lobd, Who sweat 
Blood in the work of our salvation. O who is able to 
comprehend the magnitude and bitterness of His 
anguish ? With what great troubles was the heart of 
the Saviour moved! How devoutly He supplicates 
the Patheb, saying, " If it be possible, let this cup 
pass from Me, yet not My will, but Thine be done." 
Oh ! what resignation is this ? Why this oblation of 
Himself? Our Lobd Jestjs entirely conquers flesh 
and blood by His mighty love. Who can conceive the 
fruit, the benefits, and the everlasting good, which 
more especially arises to us from this propitious word, 
" Thy will he done ^*' Come now, all ye devout souls, 
and as many as desire fco grow in grace ; come and con- 
template this Pattern of all virtues, this way of 
perfection. Follow your Lobd, and walk ye in the 
same ways in which He has gone before you. Learn 
to deny self-will, and to follow only the Divine will ; 
strive to overcome sensuality, and to bring the flesh 
into subjection to the Sfibit. 



In this prayer of our Saviour, we may consider four 
things for our spiritual instruction. Ist. It was very 
calm and collected ; for He chose a retired «^^^ \2^^ 
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He might speak more freely to His Patheb. 2nd. It 
was with deep reverence and humility, His knowledge 
of the Majesty of God, of the lowliness of His Hu- 
manity, and the extreme misery to which He was 
reduced, prostrated Him on the earth in deep self- 
abasement. 3rd. It was full of confidence and tender- 
ness : for He says, " My Fatheb," whereas on other 
occasions He simply said, " Fatheb." 4th. It was 
very submissive ; for never was there so complete a 
renunciation of self-will, and resignation to that of 
God, as that of the Saviour praying in the Garden. 
His Human Nature shrank from the awful agony, yet 
He endured for our sakes. Let us pray Him to com- 
municate His virtues to us. And when we are in any 
affliction or trouble, let us accustom ourselves to use 
this Prayer, saying, in the same spirit as our Lobd, O 
Eternal Fatheb, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me, nevertheless, not my will, but Thine be 
done." In all dangers, and pressing afflictions let us 
say, " My Fatheb, deliver me from this temptation 
or affliction which oppresses me. Give me the grace 
I need; succour me in this present necessity, but 
after all, not my will, but Thine be done." O Blessed 
Saviour, I give Thee thanks that my soul was so dear 
to Thee that to procure my salvation Thou didst drink 
a cup so bitter. It was necessary that it should first 
pass through Thee, that it might lose much of its 
bitterness. Who amongst us could drink it, if Thou 
hadst not first drunk it ? but after Thee its bitterness 
becomes sweet to our souls. 
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H^va^vc. 



All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O Loed 
Jesus, Who, falling on the ground through excess of 
anguish, didst pray the Fatheb, and humbly offer 
Thyself wholly to Him, saying, " Fatheb, Thy will be 
done,^^ Endue me with the same spirit of lowliness 
and meekness, and grant me grace, that in every 
necessity and trouble I may flee to Thee in prayer, 
and wholly resign myself to Thy will. May I never 
unbecomingly flee from adversity, but take all things 
from Thy Hand with a tranquil mind, and bear them 
with a meek and humble heart ; submitting to Thy 
will in prosperity and adversity, health and sickness, 
life and death, for love of Thee. Amen. 



III. JeSTJB BETI7BNS TO HiS THBEE DiSCIFLES. 

$ropI)ecs« 

I am full of heaviness ; and I looked for some to 
take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, 
but I found none. Ps. Ixix. 20. 



6o!$pcI f^armonp. 

S. Matt. xrvi. 40—44. S. Mark xiv. 37—41. S. Luke xjrii. 45. 
And when He rose up from Peter, Simony sleepest thou f 
prayer and was come to His What^ eouldst thou not watch 
disciples, He found them sleep- with Me one hour t Watch 
ing for sorrow, and saith unto and pray ^ that v««n(er ts»ivn.\^ 



218 ma joMorLMM wmammmm. 



J%e apirii mitrd A^ Oe 

mrmdf.kmitMe/akumtmi. Otm deepins agnn, for thdr 

He wemt ammy agsa tke bc- eves were konrj, addier wist 

eoad tne. Bid pr^ed, nrm^ Aer wfatto «»»q Hit. And 

OJfyFATiBB,iflAave»pBMgr He left Oem, ad west «Mf 

/ Arn^ if, I^ otI7 fe dMC toK, sqrn^ tke aiMe w«dk 



Sehold the holj, gentle pitj of the Loild. The 
nearer He approacheth unto death, so much the more 
He displajeth the tenderness of His loTing heart. 
how great is Thj benignity, gracious Jssu ! Thou dost 
watch for the safety of Thy timid flock ; Thou dost 
not harshly leproYe them, but patiently bearest their 
infirmity and slothfulness. Thou showest Thyself to 
be the truly good and holy Shepherd, Who loveth His 
sheep even to the end, in that Thou dost, eyen in 
Thine Agony, procure for them this brief internal of 
rest. Thou dost watch whilst Thy servants sleep; 
Thou dost endure the conflict alone, that they may 
abide in safety. O how great is Thy love! how 
incomprehensible Thy compassion and benignity ! O 
my Saviour, I justly merit this reproach, for I am so 
slothful that I cannot watch with Thee even for a 
short time without distraction. Consider, O Lobb, 
that my flesh is weak ; and fortify it with such strength 
that I may never be weary of watching and praying 
with Thee. 

^ For Reflections, see Williams, pp. 25— 38. 



HIS DISOIPLES WEABIEB. 249 

The more the Saviour is forsaken of His Fathee, 
the more He perseveres in prayer, without complain- 
ing that His Eatheb does not regard Him. This 
teaches us that vre ought to pray with fervour, and not 
murmur if God answers us not, or delays to visit us ; 
for if Jestjs, Whose first word merited an answer, 
receives no response from Heaven, after praying three 
times, should we sinners, who are wholly unworthy to 
be listened to, be surprised if we are not heard without 
long perseverance ! 



Eraser* 

All praise, glory, and honour be to Thee, O Lobd 
Jestjs, Who, touched with a feeling of compassion 
towards Thy beloved disciples, didst leave off that 
prayer upon which Thou wast so intent, and coming 
to them didst arouse them to watchfulness and prayer. 
Grant, gracious Lobd, that in all my labours and 
devotions I may avoid the sin of sloth, and may cheer- 
fully serve Thee with a watchful mind. Compassionate 
my infirmities, O Holy Saviour! and grant me a 
devout and prayerful spirit. Give me grace ever to 
show compassion to all men, in whatsoever necessity 
they may be, and may I never seek my own will, but 
give up myself wholly to Thee. Amen. 
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IV. The Bloody Sweat. 



S. Luke zzii. 44 ; S. Mark xiv. 41, 42 ; S. Matt. xxvi. 45. 

And there appeared an An- time, and saith unto tfaem» 

gel nnto Him from heaven. Sleep on now and take your 

strengthening Him. And being rest: it is enough, the hour is 

in an Agony, He prayed more come; behold the Son qf Mm 

earnestly : and His Sweat was, is betrayed into the hands of 

as it were, great drops of blood sinners. Rise up, let us go. 

falling down to the ground. Xo, A« th(U betrayeth Me is at 

And He cometh the third hand. 



i)Ke)rttat{onf{.^ 

LoiiD, that sweat of Blood, which, during Thy 
fervent prayer, fell from Thy most holy Flesh upon 
the ground, indicated most certainly the anguiah of 
Thy compassionate Heart. O my Saviour, wherefore 
had such overwhelming sorrow power over Thy Soul ? 
Whence that disquietude, that Sweat, and Thy troubled 
supplication ? Didst Thou not offer unto God, Thy 
Fatheb, a sacrifice altogether voluntary P And didi^ 
Thou not willingly suffer all? Assuredly, O Lord. 
But we know that Thou didst undergo this also for 
the comfort of Thy weaker members, lest any should 
despair, if his frail flesh murmur, when his spirit is re- 
signed to suffering. And Thou didst truly express by 

^ For Reflections, see WiUiams on the *< Holy Week," pp. 13—25. 
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these tokens, the natural weakness of Thy Plesb, the 
more to excite our love and gratitude towards Thee : 
by them we learn that Thou didst truly carry our 
griefs, and feel our sorrows. Whatj my soul, would 
have been thy feelings if thou hadst been with thy 
Saviour in the garden, and hadst heard Him speak to 
thee, as He did to the disciples. And truly He does 
now speak to thee by an inward voice, saying, " Arise." 
Arise then from the sleep of sin, from the sleep of 
sloth, and false delights, and learn manfully to follow 
thy LoBD with the cross of penitence and a£Q[iction ; 
and at the same time call to mind, with strong com- 
passion and love, the bitter agony of thy Lobd, and 
remember that thou wert the cause of His Passion. 
Adore Him, and give Him thanks, and let all, who 
love God, fall down together before the Lobd, and 
weep tears of bitter sorrow for their manifold sins. 
O that my heart could bleed with true inward com- 
punction, for those sins of mine, which caused this 
Thy agony and drew blood from Thee, both in the 
Ghurden and on the Cross. Woe is me, I had been in 
hell, if Thou hadst not been in Thy Agony. let me 
abhor my own wickedness, and admire and bless Thy 
mercy. Wash me, Saviour, in Thy blood ; one drop 
of which will suffice not only to sanctify me, but the 
whole world. 



O Divine Love, Thou art never nearer to Thy ser- 
vants than when they are in tribulation, it is then that 
Thou givest Thyself to them without mea&xsx^* ^^c^^cs^ 
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hast willingly suffered all these miseries, so unworthy 
of Thee, that we might continually look upon Thee as 
our Pattern, and regard Thee as our strength, as the 
Conqueror of our enemies, and that we may have 
entire confidence in Thee as our only Eemedy. What 
am I, to merit the blessings with which Thou dost 
overwhelm me ? I give myself to Thee without re- 
serve, although I cannot love Thee as I ought. Have 
pity on me, Infinite Mercy! I beseech Thee, by 
this sadness which Thou didst suffer, by the Blood 
Thou hast shed, by the love Thou bearest me. Give 
me, Divine Saviour, some portion of that love which 
moved Thee thus to suffer, that I may know, and 
detest myself, and may love Thee. Suffer me not to 
perish, but open mine ears that I may hear Thy Voice ; 
open mine eyes that I may see Thy Example ; open 
my lips that I may sing of Thy mercies ; soften my 
heart, that I may become sensible of Thy Griefe. 
Grant, O Divine Life, that I may weep over my 
wanderings, as Thou hast wept for them ; that I seek 
Thee as Thou hast sought me. Lead, change, bind, 
purify, form me as it shall please Thee, and grant that 
I may never be separated from Thee. 



By Thdtb Aoomr ajni) Bloody Sweat : by Thins 
Unknown Suiteeings, 

Good LoBD, deliver us. 

All praise, glory, and honour be to Thee, O Lojuj 
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Jesus, Who, being in Agony, didst pray more ear- 
nestly, until, by reason of the multiplicity and vehe- 
mence of Thy sorrows. Thy whole Body was covered 
with a Bloody Sweat ; and though Thou wert the 
Creator of heaven and earth, the King of kings, and 
the LoED of Angels, Thou didst not refuse the mi- 
nistrations of an Angel, O mercifully grant, that in 
all adversity and anxiety, in all sadness and dejection 
of soul, I may seek Thee as my only Consolation, and 
ever find Thee my Helper and Protector. Give me 
grace to trust wholly in Thee, in all the manifold 
changes of this life, to submit cheerfuDy to Thy Pro- 
vidence, to give up myself wholly to Thy holy will. 

O grant that my inner man may be bedewed with 
tears of holy contrition, that I may bewail, before 
Thee, having so long remained ungrateful to Thee, for 
all Thy love and compassion towards me. enable 
me to bear all external and internal troubles with a 
patient and tranquil heart, for love of Thee : and may 
I never complain when smitten and chastened by 
Thee, my most loving Fatheb, but cheerfully receive 
both good and evil from Thy Hand, and continually 
delight in Thee and Thy service. Amen. 

See also the " Collect for S. Michael and all Angels^ 



254 



GOOD FEIDAT. 

PART II.— THE APPREHENSION. 

I. Judas betbateth the Lobd with a kiss. 

It was not an open enemy that hath done Me this 
dishonour, for then I could have home it, neither was 
it My adversary that did magnify himself against Me. 
But it was even thou, My companion, My guide, and 
Mine own familiar friend. We took sweet counsel 
together ; and walked in the house of God, as friends. 

Ps. Iv. ]2— 15. See also Ps. xli. 9. 



6oi$tl Karmon^. 

S. John xviii. 1—8 ; S. Matt. xxvL 47—50 ; S. Mark xir. 
43—45 ; S. Luke xxii. 47, 48. 

And Jndas also, which be- Priests and Pharisees, cometh 

trayed Him, knew the place; thitherwith lantemsand torches, 

for Jesus ofttimes resorted thi- and weapons, 

ther with His disciples. And (A great mnltitade with 

while He yet spake, Judas, swords and staves. — S. Matt, 

having received a band of men, and S. Mark.) 

and officers from the Chief Now, he that betrayed Him 
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gave them a sign, saying, reth. Jesus saithnnto them, 

Whomsoeyer I shall kiss, that / am He. And Judas also, 

same is He : hold Him fast, and which betrayed Him, stood with 

lead Him away safely. And as them. As soon, then, as He 

soon as he was come, he forth- had said nnto them, I am He, 

with came to Jesus, and said, they went backward and fdl to 

Hail, Master, and kissed Him. Um ground. Then asked He 

And Jesus said imto him, them again. Whom seek ye? 

Friend, wherefore art thou And they said, Jesus of Naza- 

come 7 Judas, betrayeat thou reth. Jesus answered, I have 

the Son of Man with a kiss ? told you that I am He, If, 

Jesus, therefore, knowing all therefore, ye seek Me, let these 

things that should come upon go their way, that the saying 

Him, went forth, and said unto migM be fulfilled, which He 

them, Whom seek ye ? They spake. Of them which Thou hast 

answered Him, Jesus of Naza- given Me, have I lost none. 



From this we may learn three things. 1st. We 
must beware lest we prove betrayers of Chbist. For 
all betrayers of the truth, professing to love the truth, 
use the sign of the Kiss ; all heretics, likewise, say to 
j£Sirs, as Judas did, Hail, Master, He also deceit- 
fully salutes Chsist who professes to love his Mend, 
or neighbour, and is, at the same time, devising evil 
against him, as our Lobd Himself says, *^ Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto the least qf these My brethren^ ye 
have done it unto Me** He also craftily salutes, and 
kisses Chbist, who makes a promise to his friend, 
and intends not to perform it ; or if he deceitfully 
praises or flatters him. He, who professes to know 
Gob and believe in Him, whilst, by bis works, he 
denies Him, is also a betrayer. 2ndly. We must lfi«2e.\x 
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to bear patiently the deceit of wicked men ; as ChbI9¥ 
patiently bore the treacheries of His betrayer. Srdly, 
"We must not hate our calumniators, or wish them 
evil ; but we should reprove them with love and ten* 
demess. 
See also Williams^ pages 39 — 58. 

Consider now, my soul, the boundless love of thy 
Saviour. Behold how He thirsts to redeem thee. O 
G-racious Jesij ! the only solace of my heart ! Where 
is now the fear, which not long since oppressed Thee ? 
Where the anxious trembling ? Where the dread of 
death ? When Thine enemies were as yet far from 
Thee, Thou wert sorrowful even unto death, and didst 
sweat Blood ; but now, when they are in sight, rushing 
like lions to shed Thy Blood, Thou fearest not, neither 
tremblest. Thy betrayer comes with a band of san- 
guinary men, and Thou goest to meet them. O 
Blessed Jesits I Gracious Lover of men ! how is 
this? What love fills Thy Heart, that Thou thus 
goest in the way of Thy enemies, as though they were 
friends ? most G-racious God ! what heart is not 
inflamed by this great love ? Who am I, that Thou, 
the LoBD of lords, the King of heaven, the Buler of 
the Universe, that Thou shouldst so willingly offer 
Thyself to death, and into the hands of Thy cniel 
enemies, for me a vile sinner, and worm of the earth P 



The LoBD addresses the Traitor with the most 
gentle words, saying, ** Friend, where/are art tkam 
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ceme?^* As though He had said, '' Wherefore del 
deserve this of thee, Judas P Wherein have I sinned 
against theep In washing thy feet? in bending 
before thee and showing thee all love and tenderness P 
Why hast thou esteemed Me of less value than thirty 
silverlings ? Why art thou turned from Me, Who 
have honoured thee with the office and title of an 
Apostle, fed thee with delight, and carefuUy instructed 
thee as My own son ? Wherefore hast thou forsaken 
Me, the Fountain of living waters, and art joined to 
the service of the devil? Why hast thou turned 
aside thy heart to avarice, and relinquished Me, the 
Chief and eternal Gk)od, selling, for a vile sum, Me, 
Who have in Myself all the hidden treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge, with which I enrich and fill heaven 
sai earth ! Friend, look into thy own heart, I pray 
thee, and see what thou dost worship, and consider 
what thou hast done." 

Who can observe this great and ineffable benignity 
of Jesus towards His Betrayer, without tears of com- 
punction for his own sins and ingratitude P Let us 
pray the Divine goodness never to abandon us, lest 
our malice so get the upper hand, that we convert 
good into evil, and the means of our salvation become 
the instruments of our destruction. Who dare, hence- 
forth, despair of the compassion and mercy of God ? 
O Gracious Saviour ! if Thou wast so kindly affected 
to the Traitor, if so amiable to an enemy, so faithful 
to a wicked and unfaithful servant, as to labour to 
recall and save him, what, therefore, wilt Thou not do 
for Thy beloved friends, who desire, seek, and love 
Thee with all their hearts ? my soul, art thox^W* 
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patient, angry, and thirsting for revenge ? or art thou 
easily moved, with a little word, to anger Mid re- 
proachful words ? O consider that Jesus did not 
disdain to salute His betrayer, and most wicked 
enemy, and to call him " -Frtcwc? ;" whereas, thou, 
indeed, wilt pass by thy neighbours, disdaining to 
speak to them, and by this thy disdain thou wilt pro- 
voke them to hatred and envy, and so destroy the 
souls of those whom thou mightest have moved to 
charity by an amiable countenance, and have pleased 
with kind words. 

Let us observe the virtue of the word, " I am He." 
It is undoubtedly a great consolation to the saints, 
when after invoking Him in prayer. He comes to 
them as to the Apostles, and says, " Few not, it is I." 
It is I your Fatheb, your Protector, your Wisdom, 
Sanctification, and Redemption. I am, to those who 
serve Me, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. It is I, 
Who have the fulness of life, and by Whom thou only 
canst be eternally happy. Terrible is this word to 
the wicked ; for if a word uttered by the Saviour in 
His humiliation was so powerful, what will it be when 
coming in His majesty He shall say, " Depart from 
Me ?*' It will be as a whirlwind, which will not 
merely strike them to the earth, but sweep them into 
the abyss of hell. Seek then thy Saviour, O my booI, 
in humility, for if thou seekest Him in pride, it will 
be to thy destruction. 

^rager. 
See tJie prayers^ page 268 and 272. 
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II. Jesus giyes Himself up to the Multitude. 



S. Matt. zzvi. 50—54 ; S. Mark ziv. 46, 47 ; S. Luke ludi. 
49—51 ; S. John xviii. 10, 11. 

When they which were about Me, shall I not diink it ? for all 

Him saw what would follow, they that take the sword shall 

they said unto Him, Lord, perish with the sword. Thinkest 

shall we smite with the sword ? thou that I cannot now pray to 

Then Simon Peter having a My Father, and He shall pre- 

sword, drew it, and smote the sently give Me more than twelye 

High Priest's servant, and cut legions of angels? but how then 

off his right ear. The servant's shall the Scripture be fulfilled, 

name was Malchus. Then said that thus it must be ? And He 

Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy touched Malchus' ear, and 

sword into the sheath : the Cup healed him. 
which My Father hath given 



From the consideration of this we may learn : lst> 
That as the Lobd, for love of us, surrendered Himself 
a Prisoner to the Jews, so should we bring all our 
senses and members into captivity to the obedience of 
Chbist ; (2 Cor. x. 5 ;) that is to say, our eyes must 
be turned from all unlawful sights, our ears from hurt- 
ful sounds, our tongues from hasty and evil speaking, 
our hands from wicked deeds, and our feet from wan- 
dering in vain and sinful ways. We ougJ\t ao t<i \saA 
b2' 
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ourselves as not to be led captive by the concupis- 
cence of the flesh, and the desire of sensuality draw- 
ing us into sin. Our hearts should also be restrained 
from evil dispositions ; our intellects from false judg« 
inents and erroneous opinions ; and our wills from 
everything which is contrary to the Divine will. 
2ndly, We may also learn another lesson from this, via. 
that we ought to surrender ourselves willingly to 
Chbist, since, in this life, we are in a state of war- 
j&re, and unless we are the servants of the Merciful 
LoBD Jesus, we shall be overcome by our enemies, 
and consigned to eternal slavery. 
See also Williame, p. 69 — 74. 



jfHetittationsl. 

Who can bear to think of the ignominy, affliction, 
and contempt which was inflicted on Thee, O most 
Gracious Lobd, by these monsters ? Consider now, 
my soul, thy Lobd and Creator, Whose excellence 
the angels admire, how exceedingly He is abased and 
humbled for thy sins ! Behold ELis most exalted 
Majesty abased to the very dust for love of thee. O 
how great was that love which made Him willing to 
suffer thus for sinful men ! O remember with shame 
thy hardness and dissoluteness of heart, which suffers 
thee to sin without fear or compunction, when Jxsus 
has redeemed thee with such labours and dreadful 
anguish. Meditate on His sorrows and Passion until 
thou art moved to contrition and love. O Divine 
IVIaster, pardon our ingratitude; have pity on oar 
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misery, and grant that we may always feel tlie power 
of Thy love. I thank Thee, O Jesus, for thus giving 
up Thy life to the fury of the Infernal Powers, that 
we might be freed from their tjrranny. It is me, O 
Blessed Lobd, who should have been given over ; but 
Thy goodness is so great, that to effiice my sins, Thou 
wouldst bear their penalty. I entreat Thee, O my 
Gon, 60 to defend me &om the malice of the devil, 
that he may never get the dominion over me. 

See Bishop HalVs Contemplations^ Vol. Ill, p. 460. 



All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O Lobd 
Jesus Chbist, Who didst willingly give Thyself up 
as a Captive into the hands of the traitor, and Thy 
furious enemies, who were thirsting to shed Thy 
precious Blood : give me grace never to flee from ad- 
versities which are for Thy honour and glory, but may 
I cheerfully receive them as gracious gifts from Thy 
Fatherly hand, and may I endure them with patience 
and humility as long as Thou seest fit to lay them 
upon me. Amen. 

Blessed and praised be Thy goodness, O most be- 
nignant Saviour, Who didst restore the ear of Mal- 
ehus, one of Thy furious persecutors, that returning 
kindness for injuries. Thou mightest make known to 
us the riches of Thy meekness and goodness. Grant, 
I beseech Thee, that the desire of revenge may never 
arise in my heart, but that I may alwaj^ ^\^o^ W^«Aa 
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mj neighbours, and those who injure me, a apirifc of 
deep compassion and most ardent charity. Amen. 



III. Chetst in Bonds. 



Lover and friend hast Thou put far from Me, and 
Mine acquaintance into darkness. Ps. Ixxxviii. 18. 



6oiftl Harmony* 

S. Matt. xxvi. 55—57 ; S. Mark xiv. 46—49 ; S. Luke xxii. 
52—54 ; S. John xviii. 12. 

Then Jesus said unto the Me ; but this is your hour, aiui 

Chief Priests and Captains of the power of darkness. But all 

the Temple, and the elders this was done that the Scriptures 

which were come to Him, Be of the Prophets might be ful- 

ye come out, as against a thief, filled. Then the band, and die 

with swords and staves ? When Captain, and officers of the Jews 

I was daily with you teaching in took Jesus, and bound Him, 

the Temple ye laid ho hold on and led Him away to Annas. 



From this we maj draw many lessons. Eirst, that 
since the Lobd was willing to be bound, that He 
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might loose the bonds of our sins, we ought to be 
grateful for our deliverance, and careful lest we be 
again bound by the chains of our sins. Secondly, 
that as Chbist was yoluntarily bound that He might 
unite us to Himself with the cords of love, we ought 
also to strive to be so firmly united to Him by love, 
that we may not be easily separated from Him ; for 
love is the bond which unites the soul to G-od. 
Thirdly, we should bind all our members, and oiur 
tongues especially, with the bonds of God's precepts, 
lest they be free to things contrary to the Divine will 
or precepts : we should neither say nor do anything 
which will offend either Gtoj} or our neighbour. 
Fourthly, we ought to be so bound to our neighbout 
by brotherly love as to desire that all the benefits and 
grace received from God may be imparted to them. 
Fifthly, we ought so to bind ourselves to Jestjs, that 
giving up our self-will, we may be placed as Isaac was 
on the altar, and daily offered as a whole sacrifice to 
our God. 

See WilliuTM.p, 93. 



Who is the man that dare resist Thee ? Who can 
bind Thee, Infinite Power ? O King of Glory, is 
it possible that there are hearts so barbarous as to 
treat Thy Divine Person with so much indignity? 
Thy tender love, O my God, converts souls ; Thy 
gentleness captivates the hearts of men; Thy Pre- 
sence driights and satisfies the eye^ «sidL \v<&%3^>'^ ^^ 
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those who look upon Thee ; and Thy benefits fill the 
earth. How then oould there be found men »o un- 
grateful, so cruel, and so rash, as to put tbeir hands 
upon the anointed Saviour, and to overwhelm Him 
with injuries, reproaches, and bonds, as if a thief and 
a robber ? Who could have tied Thy hands, O gentle 
Saviour, if love had not first bound them ? Suffer not 
my sins, Lobd, to bind Thy hands, so that they pre- 
vent Thee showering Thy blessings upon me, but bind 
mine when they would do evil. And Thou, O Life of 
my soul! not only dost not hide Thyself, but Thou 
goest before Thy enemies ; Thou gavest up to them 
Thy sacred Body, and forbadest Thy disciples to resist, 
Thou healest the ear of Malchus, who was come to 
take Thee, by the touch of Thy Hand. Thou reiusest 
the succour of angels, Thou permittest Thy Apostles 
to flee, and thinkest only of the Cup which Thy 
Fatheb had prepared for Thee, because Thou wouldst 
be an Example of our obedience, and the Eemedy for 
our sin. Assist me to follow this Example, and to 
suffer in silence all that shall overtake me which is 
painful and humiliating. 

For ever blessed and praised be Thou, O my Hope 
and my Salvation I After praying Thy Fatheb to 
take from Thee this bitter Cup, obedience was so dear 
to Thee, that Thou wiliest only what He wills. Thou 
art ready to suffer the severest torments ; and Thou 
still concealest Thy Majesty that nothing may anest 
the fury of Thy enemies. 

O my QoD, Who seest my misery, I entreat Thee, 
by Thy Bonds, to deliver me from those which keep 
me from Thee. I think myself free, when no one 
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contradicts me, when the world loyes, esteems, and 
praises me, when I see, when I say, and hear what I 
wish, when I have all my possessions, and when I do 
only that which pleases me. But I deceive myself, for 
I am never more a slave, yet I feel not my slavery ; for 
if in the midst of this licence, and the pleasures which 
I have followed, Thou comest to touch my heart by 
some secret inspiration ; if I desire to hold communion 
with Thee, O my God ! it is then I feel the weight of 
my chains, that I find myself entangled in an infinity 
of carnal ties, which hinder me from raising myself to 
Thee ; then I begin to know how blind I am, and to 
feel that which appeared to me liberty was true slavery. 

my Saviour ! deliver me from this false liberty, that 

1 may follow Thee, for Thou art a sure haven, where, 
wearied with the storms of this life, I may find a safe 
retreat. Thou art true in Thy promises, rich in Thy 
mercies, liberal in Thy grace, constant in Thy love. 
Take me, Saviour ! bind me, and elevate my hope ; and 
may I continually flee to Thee, desire Thee only, and 
find my repose in Thee alone, my Life ! and the 
only Hope of my soul ! 

9ra;tr. 

O LoED Jesus Chbist ! Lamb of God ! Who didst 
suffer Thy cruel enemies to lay their sacrilegious 
hands on Thee; and didst not revenge, but meekly 
bear from them, the cruel bonds, reproaches, and in- 
juries which they maliciously heaped upon Thee; 
Break my bonds, I beseech Thee, O Gracious Lobd I 
even the bonds of my sins, and bind me oil ^^^^t^ ^^ 
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with the cords of Thj love. O grant me true patience 
that I may cheerfullj bear with my enemies, and suffer 
all kinds of adversity without rebellion or reaistaoee 
to Thy holy will. Amen. 



IV. The Disoi:pi<es else. 

Awake, sword, against My Shepherd, and against 
the Man that is My Fellow, saith the Loed of Hosts. 
Smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered. 
Zech. xiii. 7. 

&osiftl Harmons. 

S. Matt. xrvi. 56 ; S. Mark xir. 50—52. 

Then all the disciples forsook about his naked body ; and the 

Him, and fled. And there fbl- young men Udd hold on him ; 

lowed Him a certain young and he left the Unen doth, and 

man, having a linen doth cast fled from them. 

Let U8 learn from the flight of the disciples to 
beware lest we flee from Cheist, by forsaking justice 
and truth, either through fear of man, the temptations 
of the devil, or the indulgence of evil aflections. But 
i^ through human infirmity we forsake Cheist for a 
season, let us not despair, but rise up and return by 
pemtenoe and prayer. 2ndly. If our fri^uls and 
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neighbours seem to forsake us in time of adversity or 
necessity, we must bear it patiently, remembering 
that the Apostles fled £:om their loving Lobd and 
Master. If our conscience accuses us of having often 
forsaken Gon, let us ponder the words of the Psalmist. 
•* They that forsake Thee shall perish; Thau hast de- 
stroyed all them that commit fomicati&n against Thee, 
But it is good for me to hold me fast by God, to put 
my trust in the Lokd God." Ps. kxiii. 26, 27. 
See Williams, p. 79. 



fiHttiitatioiM. 

What is this extreme dejection in which I see Thee, 
O my Saviour? Why permittest Thou Thy friends 
to abandon Thee, uid Thy Miracles and Virtues to be 
causes of humiliation to Thee, and triumph to Thine 
enemies? In all that Thou hast done, suffered, or 
taught. Thy only aim was the salvation of souls. 
Thou wouldst try the faith and love of Thy diacipLes 
by Thy opprobriums, to draw them from the number 
of those who love only for interest's sake; and to 
raise their thoughts to Thy Divine Majesty. Those 
hearts which had been nourished with the Body and 
Blood of the Divine Lamb, succumbed to the fear of 
death. That faith strengthened by an infinity of 
miracles, was staggered at the sight of persecutions. 
O my Saviour, preserve me from such cowardice, 
fortify me in temptations ; for if Thou assist me by 
Thy grace, all hell will be powerless to separate me 
from Thee. When shall I love Thee entiteV^^O \ss^ 
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Saviour and mj God ? Alas ! I am full of tbouglits 
of myself, and there is much self-love in me, and I 
desire to be known and loved of men. If my friendfl 
are dissatisfied with my conduct, and lose their esteem 
for me, I am troubled ; for I wish them to praise my 
actions, and to approve them. 

Let all my friends forsake me, O my Saviour, rather 
than Thou abandon me. Let them treat me as they 
will, provided I live and die in Thee. Open to me, 
LoBD, all Thy treasures, shed them upon me, and 
show in Thy poor creature the riches of Thy grace. 
Take from me all that is alien to Thyself, and fill me 
with Thy love. 



All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O Lobd 
Jesus, Who, when Thy disciples and friends forsook 
Thee and fled, didst remain alone in the hands of 
wicked men, like a gentle lamb in the fangs of a 
furious wolf. Eeceive me, Thy fugitive servant; 
strengthen my weakness, and hold me by Thy omni- 
potent power, and sufler me not, by any act of self- 
will, to wander from Thee ; but may I give thanks to 
Thee with my whole heart, and daily increase in Thy 
love more and more, until I come to Thine everlasting 
kingdom. Amen. 
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PART III.— THE CONDEMNATION. 
I. Jesus ib taken bound to Annas. 



Thej that hate Me without a cause are more than 
the hairs of My head ; they that are Mine enemies, 
and would destroy Me guiltless, are mighty. Psahn 
Ixix. 4. 

S. John zviii. 12, 13. 

Then the band, and the cap. nas first, for he was fiither-in- 

tain, and the officers of the law to Caiaphas, which was the 

Jews took Jesus and bound High Priest that year. 
Him, and led Him away to An- 

If, for the cause of God, we are led to punishment, 
let us bear it patiently, afber the Example of Him 
"Who for love of us was led as an innocent Lamb to 
the slaughter. We may sometimes be led to the evil 
of suffering, but we must never allow ourselves to be 
led to the evil of sin : and if we are ever brought into 
temptation, let us not be led into it by consenting to 
sin. 

See Williams, pp. 88 to 98. 
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O my Saviour, how different is this entry into Je- 
rusalem to that which occurred a few days before, when 
they cried, " Hosanna ! Blessed is He that cometh," 
&c. Now they lead Thee as a Captive, with re- 
proaches, insults, and ignominy ; but Thou didst meekly 
and willingly endure all for our sakes. O Lobd, save 
me from the like inconstancy, and give me such firm- 
ness and patience that I may never depart from Thee. 

draper. 

O Blessed JEsr, Who didst suffer Thyself to be led, 
bound by Thine enemies, to Annas, and didst stand 
before him as a malefactor, and in unspeakable gentle- 
ness didst bear all their insults; O give me grace 
that I may never be led into sin, either by the mali- 
qious spirit, or by wicked men, but that I may be led 
by Thy good Spibit to all things which are agreeable 
to Thy will, and may Thy virtues ever shine forth in me, 
to the everlasting glory of Thy holy Name. Amen. 



II. JxSirS SMITTEN ON THE CHEEK IN THE PALAd 

OP Caiaphas. 

5vopi)ef5. 

I have heard the blasphemy of the multitude, and 
fear is on every side, while they conspire together 
against Me, and take their counsel to take away My 
Life. Ps. xxxi. 15. 
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&ofiptl l^armniis. 



S. Matt. xxvi. ; S. Mark xiv. 53 ; S. Luke uii. ; S. John xviii. 



And they that had laid hold 
on Jesus led Him away to 
Caiaphas, the High Priest, where 
all the Chief Priests and Scribes 
and Elders were assembled. 
And Peter followed Him afar 
off unto the High Priest's Pa- 
lace, and so did another dis- 
ciple ; that disciple was known 
unto the High Priest, and went 
in with Jesus into the Palace. 
But Peter stood at f^e door 
without. Then went out that 
other disciple, which was known 
unto the High Priest, and spake 
unto her that kept the door 
and brought in Peter. Then 
said the damsel that kept the 
door unto Peter, Art not thou 
also one of this Man's disciples ? 
he saith, Woman, I know Him 
not. And the servants and 
officers stood there, who had 
made a fire of coals ; for it was 
cold ; and they warmed them- 



selves; and Peter stood with 
them, and warmed himself. 

The High Priest then asked 
Jesus of His disciples, and of 
His doctrine. Jesus answered 
him, I spake openly to the 
world; I ever taught in the 
S3rnagogue and in the Temple, 
whither the Jews always resort ^ 
and in secret have I said no- 
thing. Why askest thou Me ? 
Ask them which heard Me, 
what I have said unto them: 
behold, they know what I said. 
And when He had thus spoken, 
one of the officers which stood 
by struck Jesus with the palm 
of his hand, saying, Answerest 
Thou the High Priest so? 
Jbsus answered himi If I have 
spoken evil, bear witness of the 
evil : but if well, why smitest 
thou Me? Now Annas had 
sent Him bound unto Caiaphas, 
the High Priest. 



Hitfltctioxisi. 

The long suffering and patient Losd returned not 
evil for evil, but bore this as well as all other contumely, 
with perfect patience and meekness, for oxir sakes; 
and He taught us patience, bj answering humbly ^ 
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with placid Countenance, and modestlj, with lowly 
words, gently and charitably reproving the serrant 
upon whom He might have inflicted any punishment 
He pleased, by a mere word. 

Chbist willed to be smitten on the cheek for us, 
that we should learn, in all the injuries and reproaeheB 
inflicted upon us, to bear them with patience^ in 
imitation of the Lobd, Who, in this especially, deigned 
to give us an Example of perfect patience. 



jHeHttatfonK* 

O most meek and lowly Saviour ! how great is Thy 
benignity and patience which did lead Thee to 
submit to that insulting blow upon Tbj Oradoiu 
Countenance, on which the angels desire to look ! 
ye proud, hasty, impatient souls, who are disturbed by 
one little word, take the Life and Passion of your 
Saviour for the Pattern of thy life ; and leam of Him, 
Who was meek and lowly of heart, so shall ye find 
rest unto your souls. Meditate on all His sacred 
Passion, and thou wilt find Him unmoved by the 
injuries or insults inflicted on Him by His cruel 
enemies, and see Him ever showing all gentleness 
towards them, both in deeds and gesture ; for so meek 
and amiable is the Lobd, that He shows nothing Imt 
love and Mendship to His enemies. He salutes the 
Traitor, heals the ear of Malchus, who had come to 
take Him, and He prays for His foes, whose hardness 
and sinfulness of heart greatly afflicted Him. 

Is this Thy place, O my Saviour P Thou travellest 
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no more among the villages of Judea to teach Thj 
doctrine and to perform Thy miracles. Let the heaven 
and the earth praise Thee, O my God, let all creatures 
bless Thee, all hearts love Thee, for humbling Thyself 
even for us sinners. It is I who am guilty, and it is 
Thou Who art accused, judged and condemned. I 
adore Thy great love, for I ought to be judged by 
Thee, Who art a just and righteous Judge, and Thou 
dost submit to all the unjust judgments of the world, 
and all holy, and innocent though Thou art. Thou 
wouldst suffer that which I deserved. There is no 
judgment, which can be too severe for me, nor con- 
demnation to such punishment, but that I deserve 
greater. Thou hast taken upon Thyself the sins I 
have committed, and the sentence I have deserved. 
There is nothing in Thine infinite holiness which they 
can condemn, but they might justly discharge all their 
malice upon me, without injustice ; and they would 
find in me, all that they vainly seek for in Thee. 

But there was no justice for Thee, O my Saviour. 
To condemn Thee all laws are violated, aU judges cor- 
rupted. Teach me, Lobd, this Divine Wisdom, 
unknown to the world, that by Thy Example I may 
conquer by silence, triumph by love, and be justified 
before Thee, when I am unjustly condemned before 
men. Give me this spirit that I may suffer the greatest 
calumnies and injuries without showing the slightest 
anger, or wishing to revenge myself for them. 
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Praise, glory and honour be to Th6e» O Loxd 
Jssus, King of heaven and earth, Who humbly stand- 
ing, as if a vile and abject man, before the proud High 
Priest, didst meekly bear the blow which his impiouB 
servant struck Thee. Eestrain in me, I beseedi Thee, 
all bursts of anger and passion, destroy all the in- 
citements to indignation, and extingmsh all desire of 
revenge, that when provoked by injuries, I may not be 
disturbed, neither dispute, nor make any tumult, but 
sustaining all with a quiet mind, I may return good 
for eviL Amen. 



III. The False WmrEfisxs. 

$rop|)e((. 

Palse witnesses did rise up, they laid ^ My chai^ 
things that I knew not. Ps. xxxv. 11. 

8. Matt. xtvi. 5^—61 ; S. Mai-k ^y. 55—59 ; S. Ltike xA 66. 

And as soon as it was day, ness against Him, but their 

the elders of the people and the trittieSs agreed not together, 

idhlef PHests eame together, At the fast done tW6 ttHae trlt- 

Ittd led Him into their council, ncsses, andnid, W« heard Him 

Now all the co^mdl sought for say, I will destroy this Teni^ 

witness against Jesus, to put that is made with hands, and 

Him to death ; and found none. within three days I wiU haUd 

Yea, though many false wit- another made without hands, 

nesses came, yet found they But neither so did their witnen 

nonei formany hare falae wit- agorae together. 
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SeUflecttotut. 



Prom the contemplation of tbis article, we may 
leam : First, that we should utteriy detest false wit- 
ness, yea, all lying and deceit, since Chsist was con- 
demned to death by falsehood and treachery. This 
most detestable crime is obnoxious to GK)d, Who is 
despised by perjury ; to the Judge, who is deceived by 
ly^g ; ^^d ^^3 innocent man, who suffers &om false 
testimony. Secondly: If false accusations are brought 
against us, we should leam to bear them patiently in 
the love of Gob, even as Chbist was simply silent in 
all the false accusations which He bore for us. 
Thirdly, Let us endeavour to avoid as much as we can 
by God's mercy, all deceits towards Gon, for our 
LoBn endured &lse witnesses, that He might rescue 
ns !&om them ; as He likewise sufiered death that He 
might deliver us from eternal death* 
See Williams, p. 13d« 



O JisTTS, the Glory, the Way, the Troth, and the 
Life of the jint: there is no injasttoe which Thou 
hast not endured lor love of me : all laws are violated 
to condemn Thee. Thou hast even pennitted fake 
witnesses to rise up against Thee> O Utemal Truth ! 
and Thou answerest them not a word. I worship 
Thee, O Gon Most Holy ! I adore Thee, O Sok of 
th» Etenud Fatheb I 

O my Gon, my King, and my Loed I tMk\k!i&^««sf^ 
t2 
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found any fault in Thee ? has it power to sa 
against Thee, without blasphemj and ] 
Thine enemies desired to find error in Th; 
or evil in Thy Life, but they found none, 
derful and admirable is Thy patience! C 
that, which Thou hast suffered, to make me 
shame, and to give me joy when I am so h, 
be treated like Thee ? 

Alas, how &r am I from following Thy E: 
my Saviour! how sensible am I to all th 
against my honour, and how soon I lose 
Thee, when any one accuses me of a fauli 
have not committed, and which can injure n 
tion. I rather prefer to be esteemed by i 
than to resemble Thee, O Pattern of Divii 
tion. 

Thou knowest, O my God, "Who penetr 
depths of all hearts, that if the world saw, 
seest, the abomination of my thoughts and 
should be to it an object of horror and < 
Thou teachest me to vindicate my honour by 
conscience, innocence of life, holiness of con 
by patience under injuries ; and I, with a c 
such as Thou seest, destitute of virtue and m 
to defend myself by my impatience and n 
and to justify myself. Have pity on me, Lo: 
me not to follow any other way than that wh 
bast marked out for me : and impress upon 
the truth Thou teachest. Destroy in me, O 
self-esteem and desire for the praise of mc 
sometimes imagine that I labour, for Thy gk 
I am seeking my own. 
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Accept, O my Sayiour ! the resolution I now make, 
to bear by the help of Thy grace, all the false accusa^ 
tions, calumnies, and injustice with which I am 
charged. Enable me to pardon, with all my heart, 
those who have offended me ; and do Thou reward my 
persecutors with good, for the evil they have done me> 
and give them Thy love for the hatred they have had 
towards me. 

All praise, glory, and honour be unto Thee, O Lobb 
Jesus Chbist, Who, when standing before the Chief 
Priests and Elders, with a serene Countenance and 
humble look, didst suffer Thyself to be falsely accused 
and afflicted with many insults ; grant me grace that I 
may never speak falsely nor calumniate any one ; and 
help me to bear, with a meek and quiet spirit, all the 
calumnies which may be heaped upon me, that casting 
all my care upon Thee, I may silently wait for grace 
and consolation from Thee. Amen. 



lY. S. Feteb dekles his Lobd, but aetebwabdb 

BEFENTS. 

S. John zviii. 25—27 ; S. Matt. zxyi. 69—75 ; S. Mark xiv. 
66—72 ; S. Luke zxii. 54—62. 

And Simon Peter stood and cometh the damsel that kept 
warmed himself. And as he the door. And when she saw 
was heneath in the palace, there Peter warmlxi% \&insy^^ ^^(^ 
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looked eamesdy upon him, and the serrants of die High Pneat, 

said, Art not then one of His being his kinaman wboae oaf 

disciples? He denied, and said, Peter cut off, aaith. Did not I 

I am not. And he went out see thee in the Garden with 

into the porch, and the cock Him ? Then began he to corse 

crew. And when he was gone and to swear, and to say, I 

ont, another maid saw him, and know not tiie Man. And im- 

laid unto them diatwere there, mediately, while he yet spako. 

This fellow was also with Jebus the second time the cock cmr, 

of Nazareth. And he again And the Lord turned and 

denied with an oath, I do not looked upon Peter ; and Peter 

know the Man. And about the remembered the word that 

space of one hour after, they Jesus said unto him. Before 

that stood by said to Peter, the cock crow twice, thou shalt 

Surely, thou art one of them, deny Me thrice. And he went 

for thou art a Galilean, and thy out and wept bitterly, 
speech agreeth thereto. One of 

3fiUfle(ttoni$« 

Prom the fall of S. Peter we learn that Prelates 
should be such as know how to sympathize with the 
infirmities of their people. The Lobb suffered Peter 
to fall that he might rise the stronger after his fall ; 
and that the future Pastors of His Church might 
learn how to pity others, and from their own weak- 
ness, to bear the infirmities of others mercifrdly. This 
example may well teach us not to trust or depend 
upon ourselves. Our principal care should be to 
deepen the knowledge of our own nothingness. O 
Eternal Gon, give me this knowledge, that I may put 
no confidence in myself, but in Thee alone ; and by 
Thy help, resist temptation. 

When S. Peter was with the Lobd, he feared nei- 
tber enemies nor death, but when the Pace of tiie 
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LoBp W9^ turned from him, he was oast down and 
overcome by the word of one woman, Truly this is 
what David said, ^' Thou didst turn Thy face from me^ 
and I waa tr<yMedr Fs. xxx. 7. Chbist then, being 
moved with compassion, turns the eyes of His mercy 
on Feter, who, coming to himself, began to call to 
xniod what Cksist had predicted concerning him; 
and touched with anguish of heart, he went forth from 
the company of sinners, through whom be was drawn 
into sixi, and wept bitterly. 

We here see what pity seizes the loving heart of 
Chsist, when He saw this resolute disciple 90 miser- 
ably vanquished. O how were His bowels of compas* 
aion and pity moved by the weakness and fall of S. 
Feter I but He quickly snatches him from the power 
of Satan, and raises him up by His preventing grace. 
bow graciously did He look upon him with the eyes 
of His mercy ; causing the rays of His Divine Light 
to shine upon the darkness of hi? mind I Whence it 
was that Feter came immediately to himself, acknow- 
ledged his sin, wept bitterly, and turned, at the first 
touch of His grace, irom a child of darkness to a son 
of Hght, and gave himself wholly to the Lobd. 

See aUo Williams, pp. 101—120. 



How can I wonder enough at Thy Infinite Mercy, 
Who, in the midst of aU these woeful indignities, 
could0t find a time to cast Thine Eyes back upon Thy 
firail and ungrateful disciple, and in Who^e ^racio^uL 
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ear Peter's cock sounded louder than all these ie» 
proaches ? O Saviour, Thou "Who in Thine i^pxe- 
hension couldst forget all Thy danger, and in the heii 
of Thj arraignment and condemnation, canst forgei 
Thy Own misery to reclaim his error, and by that aet- 
sonable glance of Thine Eye, strike his heart with 
needful remorse. It was thou, O Peter, that didst 
buffet thy Master more than these Jews. It was to 
thee that He turned the cheek from them, to view 
him by whom He most smarted ; He felt thee a&r ofl^ 
and answered thee with a look ; such a look as was 
able to kill and revive at once. Thou hast wounded 
me, O my Saviour, mayest thou now say, Thine eye 
of mercy hath wounded my heart with a deep remoFse 
for my grievous sin, with an indignation at my un- 
thankfulness : that one glance of Thine hath resolved 
me into tears of sorrow and contrition. O that mine 
eyes were fountains, and my cheeks channels that 
shall never be dried ! And Peter went out and wept 
bitterly. 



O Gracious Lobd Jesus ! how happy are they 
whom Thine eyes thus look upon, and whom Thou 
dost enlighten with the brightness of Thy Divine 
Light, so that they are enabled to see the depths of 
their own hearts, and to know their sins ! how quickly 
are they converted, how suddenly their cold and hard 
hearts are softened and inflamed with love, their tears 
flow, and they cry, " Lobd, what wilt Thau have me to 
ch?** I will raise my eyes to Him Who has first 
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regarded me. I will turn to Him Who has deigned 
to turn towards me ; and falling at His Peet will say 
with the Prodigal : "My Eather, I have sinned," &c. 
LoBD, cleanse us by Thy piercing light, and make us 
pure in heart, that we may see Thee, our Qoj), 

O Thou, Who didst endure to be thrice denied by 
Thine Apostle Peter, and didst then graciously and 
mercifully look upon him, and move him to true 
repentance and holy sorrow, causing him to weep 
bitterly for his sins ; Look upon me, I beseech Thee, 
with the eye of Thy mercy, that I may see, and weep 
for my sins, and never more commit them ; and so 
help me with Thy restraining grace, that I may never 
deny Thee either in thought, word, or deed. Amen. 



V. The Adjtjbatiok or the High Pbiest. 



6oiift Aarmons* ' 

S. Matt. zzvi. 62—65 ; S. Mark ziv. 60—63 ; S. Luke zzii. 
66—69. 

And the High Priest stood up asked Him, and said nnto Him, I 

in the midst, and asked Jssua, a4jure Thee, by the living God, 

saying, Answerest Thou no- that Thou tell us whether Thou 

thing ? What is it these witness be the Christ the Son of God. 

against Thee ? But He held Jesus saith unto him, I am ; 

His peace, and answered no- and hereafter ye shall see the 

thing. Again, the High Priest Son of Man sitting on. tb& xvi^ 
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hand of power, and coming in Then the High Priest rent liil 

the clouds of heaven. clothes, saying, He hathspokei 

Then said they all, Art Thou . blasphemy ; what further need 

then the Son of God ? And He have we of witnesses ? 
■aid unto them, Yesay thatlam. 

J&eOecttontl. 

Prom this imputation of blasphemy we should learn 
to be free from all blasphemy in respect of oureelres 
and others. 

Ist. Of ourselves — ^that we neither do nor say any- 
thing by which the Name of Qob may be blaspheiued, 
which is done in many ways, as when a man expressly 
speaks ill of Oop, or His serrants, or speaks con- 
temptuously of the Sacrament^. He blasphemes the 
HoiiT &HOST who despises the word of Gk>x>. 

2ndly. In respect of others. — Let no word of blas- 
phemy or evil speaking go out of our mouths against 
any one. The wretched Caiaphas was a blasphemer, 
by his charging his Creator with blasphemy; and 
Chkest might have answered him, Thou art the blas- 
phemer, and not I ; but for our example, the Losd 
would suffer no word of reproach to proceed out of 
His mouth. 

See WUliama^p. 140. 

Now, O my soul, contemplate with inward sorrow the 
affliction and anguish of thy Saviour. See the Lobd 
of Glory, the King of heaven, so shamefully treated 
by these wick^ and m\iust men. What would^t thou 



TIEB ASJir&A.TI02r OJ? THB BXGE f sust. 283 

hare done amidst that multitude? Wouldst thou 
have heaped indignities on thy Saviour, or have poured 
forth words of sympathy and compassioa ? Bemem^ 
ber that thy sins brought this ignominy on thy Losn ; 
and cry thou unto Him, O JssTra, my Lobd and my 
Gon, my heart is filled with anguish, at the remem^ 
brance of Thy shame; O let me never forget Thy 
humiliations. O Lobp Jestis, my Hope and Conso^ 
lation, Whom my soul loveth, grant that I may suffer 
for Thee ; for it is I, Lobd, who have sinned, and not 
Thou. O most glorious among the sons of men, 
wherefore art Thou so defiled and insulted P It was 
verily for my sins that Thou wast made the reproach 
of men, and an outcast of the people. 

Bhifih at this, O ye proud men, who think your* 
selves to be something great, whilst ye are nothing 
but polluted dust and ashes. Behold the Sok of Gk)D 
humbled for thy sins; through Thee, the Glory of 
heaven is despised and esteemed a blasphemer. 

Although thou art but a worm of earth, thou de- 
sirest to revenge all insults, and art inflexible, cruel, 
and impatient, whilst the Lobd of lords patiently 
endured all His most grievous afflictions and insults 
from the hands of the meanest servania. In all His 
sorrows and reproaches. He utters no words of re- 
proof, no frown or look of anger ruffled His loving 
Countenance; but thou, miserable man, canst not 
bear the least reproach for God, but immediately thou 
showest anger in words uid looks ; thy impatient soul 
breaks forth in murmurs and complaints, and thou art 
unvirilling to bear the slightest cross which God lays 
upon thee. Thou desirest to have thy own wUlvck.^ 
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things, and to gratify thy sensual appetites, and sTeiy 
desire of the heart ; so that if but one unpleasant 
word be spoken to thee, thou rebellest. 

If it behoved Chbibt thus to suffer, and so to enter 
into His glory, (S. Luke zxiv. 26,) thou wilt nef» 
enter into His kingdom if thou refusest to suffer witk 
Him, for He said, " He that will come after Me^ Id 
him deny himself ^ take up his cross, and follow Me"— 
S. Matt. xvi. 24. 

3?raptr. 

All praise, glory, and honour be to Thee, O Lobb 
Jesus Chbist, Who, when adjured by Caiaphas, in 
the Name of &od, didst declare Thyself to be the So9 
of God ; and didst allow the charge of blasphemy to be 
fjEilsely imputed to Thee. Keep me, that I may neyer 
blaspheme Thy Name by word or deed, nor let efil 
speaking ever proceed out of my mouth. O make me 
utterly to abhor all offence or contempt of Thee, and 
truly and ardently desire Thy honour and glory. GKve 
me grace to realize, and revere the Presence of Thy 
Divine Majesty in all places, that I may continually 
meditate on Thee, and worship, praise, and love Thee 
above all things. Amen. 



VI. The Holt Lobd is judged wobtht of death. 
6ofifA ^armon^. 

S. Matt. zxvi. 66 ; S. Mark ziv. 64 ; S. Luke zxii. 71. 

What think ye ? And they all condemned Him, and said. He 
iag^nilty of death. 



THE LOBD JXTDaSD WOETHT OF DEATH. 285 



From this we may learn to take heed, lest that 
word of the Jews, He is guilty of deaths which sounded 
in the guileless Ears of Chbist, should ever sound in 
the ears of our souls, and have place in us. 

If ever it happen, that for Cheist's sake we are 
condemned by our persecutors, let us not be troubled, 
but rather rejoice ; looking to the reward. We should 
ever remember, that by our sins we have rendered 
ourselves guilty of death; but by God's mercy, we 
have been hitherto preserved for repentance. 

"Who after this would care for the judgments of an 
inconstant world ? Who will not be consoled when 
his own most praiseworthy acts are severely canvassed, 
if he considers this example of the Son of God, and 
thinks of another life where he will answer to a Judge 
free from error or passion ? 

See Williams^ page 162. 



Holy Jesits, Who, being seized by rude hands, wast 
led as an innocent Lamb to the Slaughter, hooted at, 
reviled, reproached, falsely accused, and unjustly con- 
demned by unjust judges here upon earth, being Thy- 
self the most Just Judge of heaven and earth; O ht 
not a severe and angry Judge, when I shall stand 
before Thy tribunal, but vouchsafe to be then my 
Mediator, and answer for me, who am not oJail^ V^ 
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answer Thee one of a thousand, if Then 
extreme to mark what I have done amit 
Thee have I put my trust ; Thou shalt am 
O LoED my God." I thank Thee, O 
Thou hast not made my salvation depen 
whims and caprices of blind and intei 
Place me, Lobd, above their judgments, 
only for Thine. From all the accusations 
and his angels, from the accusations of 
with whom I have been guilty of any sin, < 
been conscious of any of my sinful poll 
from the accusations of my own conscieno 
of Judgment, 

Qood LosD, deliver ma. 



All praise, glory^ and honour be to Tfa 
Jssus Chbist, the Judge of quick and 
wast condemned, and declared worthy of 
Thou mightest, by Thy unjust condemnati 
posed guHt, absolve us from thai of which ^ 
guilty. Grant me grace to regret all rasl 
suspicions, or evil reports of others ; and 
tiently, and without bitterness, all false 
against myself. Keep me, O Lobd, by 
power, that I may not be condemned at T 
to eternal death. Amen. 
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VII. The Lobb rawOKtentOTTSLT abttbed. 

They have gaped upon Me with their mouth ; they 
have smitten Me upon the cheek reproachfully ; they 
have gathered themselves together against Me. Job 
xvi. 10. 

They shall smite the Judge of Israel, with a rod 
upon the cheek. Micah v. 1. 

I hid not My Eace &om shame and spitting. Isa. 
1.6. 

6oiftl Aarmonp. 

S. Matt. zxvi. 67, 68 ; S. Mark zhr. 6§ ; S. Luke xxil 63—65. 

(1.) And the men tiiat held Him, saying, Prophesy unto us, 

Jbsus mocked Him, and smote Thou Christ, who is it that 

Him. And some began to q[>it tonoteThee ? Andtiie servants 

fai His Face, and to buffet Him. did strike Him with the pahns 

(2.) And when they had blind- of their hands. (4.) And many 

folded Him, (3.) tiiey struck other things blasphemously 

Him on tht Faca, and asked spake tiiey against Him. 

From this spitting in HU Face^ we may draw many 
leasoxuk Pn*8t. To beware that we commit not this 
fii% which we may, in many ways. 1* By polluting our 
consciences with evil thoughts and actions, for since 
Chbist dwells in a ho^ soul, in which the Pace» i.e^ 
tbe Image oi Oop, diinea^ it foUow^ that he who ^V 
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lutes his soul with sins throws contempt in the tm 
of Chbist. 2. By denying that He has come in ti» 
Flesh ; and by rejecting the Presence of His Gnee 
with execrable words, conceived in the madness of a 
blinded soul. 8. By despising good and holy meii 
and uttering words to their reproach. 4. By reeeir- 
ing the Holy Eucharist irreverently ; by despising His 
Priests, and by refusing to give Gon thanks for Hii 
mercies. Secondly. Let us regard that most vile 
spitting, and other shameful acts of Chbist*8 Passkm, 
as our great glory, since the Load of all endured sodi 
things for us. Let us read it continually, imprint ik 
on our minds, and glory in it. 
See WiUiamSf page 155. 



Then all those evil men cried with one voice, He it 
worthy of death ; and rushing with one accord upon 
Him, like fnrious lions on an unresisting Lamb, th^ 
let loose all their powers of envy, and poured on Him 
all their rage and malice. They spat upon His Holy 
Pace, and smote Him on the cheek : even the Face of 
the Creator of the World, Whose spittle gave sight to 
the blind, speech to the dumb, and hearing to the 
deaf. That Pace, which is the joy of Seraphim, the 
delight of angels, the happiness of the redeemed. 
Blessed, O holy Jesus, be Thy infinite mercy and 
humility, whereby Thou didst suffer Thy Face, fiurer 
than the children of men, to be polluted with igno- 
minious spittings. How is it, O Saviour, that Tkon 
art so humble^ and I ao ^oud P O Lonn, give me 
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grace to know Thee, and myself also, O turu away 
Thy Face from my sins, whereby I have polluted my 
soul, and profaned Thy holy Name, which is called 
upon me. Turn not Thy Face away from me, sinccr 
for my sins Thou didst not turn Thy Pace from sham^. 
and spitting. 



All praise, glory, and honour be to Thee, O Lobd 
Jesus Chbist, Who for me didst not refuse to be the 
scorn of men, and an outcast of the people, neither 
didst Thou turn Thy holy Face, on which the angela 
delight to gaze, from vile spittings* &rant me grace 
to imitate Thy meekness and patience ; and suffer me 
not to defile my soul with sin, but keep it by Thy 
Spibit, pure for Thyself, that after the shadows of this 
life, I may be wholly sanctified and made meet to be- 
hold the brightness of Thy glorious Countenance for 
ever. Amen. 



2. And they blindfolded Him, 

3fle&ecttoni$« 

That veil remains to this day on their hearts, for it 

hides His Face from them. O insane blindness of 

these Jews; for that desirable Face, which their 

Fathers and Prophets had desired and sigbe4 \ic>\^^ 

r 
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hold, those wretched men, when It was present before 
them, so reproachfully veiled and reviled ; not that He 
might not see their sins, but to hide from themselves 
His Face, and the knowledge of His grace. By ihit 
they unconsciously showed that no unbeliever, so 
hater of God can look on the Face of Chbist, because 
it is veiled from them. The same may be said of £ftbe 
Christians ; but as the Apostle says, When he shall 
turn to the Lobd, the veil shall be taken away. (2 
Cor. iii. 16.) 

From this we may learn many lessons ; 1. To be- 
t^are that we do not put a veil before the Faee of 
Chbist, which many Christians do, who sin in fond* 
cation, as though God saw them not; as those do, 
who sin freely under the cloak of some libertj ; and 
who cover and darken the Image of God in them, by 
the veil of sin and ignorance. Chbist was veiled fat 
ns, to take away the veil of sin and ignoranee trom 
our hearts. They veil His Face, who hide from them- 
selves His grace and knowledge. 

2. To veil our eyes lest they behold vanity, or be 
captivated by the sight, and desire of external things; 
remembering that all things are naked and open to 
the Eyes of God ; that we may be deterred from sin, 
and be kept from darkening, by our sins, the glorious 
Presence of Chbist within us. O gracious Gon^ 
suffer me not to hide Thy Faee from me, unless it be 
as the Seraphim Who veil it with their wings in deep 
and px)found abasement at Thy ineomprehensiUe 
Divinity. 
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^tiitaixoni$. 



I adore Thee, O heavenly King I "Whom the angels 
ever behold, "Who art the joy of heaven, the Glory of 
those who love Thee, and the.lDelight of those who 
seek Thee. Is it possible that those vile wretches 
dared to put their impious hands on Thy Sacred Face ? 
Hadst Thou not suffered sufficient outrage without 
this? 

O inhuman monsters ! with hearts harder than the 
rt)cks! K they had known "Who it was they were 
thus insulting, they would have fallen down before 
Thee. How true is it, O Lobd, that Thou art meek 
and lowly of heart, or Thou couldst not have exposed 
Thyself, as Thou didst, to such cruel ignominy. Thou 
didst suffer them, without complaining, to disfigure 
Thy Face : wert Thou then a slave, O Sovereign Lobd ? 

wonderful and hidden mystery ! O the depth of 
the wisdom and love of Gtoj> I O my God ! change 
Thou my heart, and let not a worm of the earth resist 
the humiliation which it deserves. Amidst all Thy 
sufferings. Thou didst regard S. Peter, who was then 
denying Thee, and with one of Thy looks pierced his 
heart, and shed a light which made him know, and 
weep for his sins. And Thou, O God of my soul ! 
Look upon me with the same Eyes; penetrate my 
heart with ihe rays whieh proeeed from Thy Gounte- 
nanoe, that knowing the miserable state in whioh I am^. 

1 may deplore, all my life, the sin of offending [Theev 
Iteeeive m& among the number of Thy searvants, :Ot 
most loving Master \ I give myself to Tbft% \ ;^ *:&& 

Ti2 
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me all that Thou pleasest. I only desire Thj lo?e, 
and grace to be Thy faithful senrant, O my Saviour, 
and my God ! 



39taser* 

All praise, honour, and glory, be to Thee, O Lobd 
Jesus Chbist, Who didst suffer Thyself to be mocked 
and laughed to scorn, and didst permit Thy most 
blessed Pace, the beholding of which is perfect 
felicity, to be covered for Thy greater mockeij* 
Cause, O Lobd, the Brightness of Thy Pace to shine 
on me, Thine unworthy servant ; suffer not Thine 
Image to be obscured in me, but take away the veil of 
ignorance and guilt from my heart, that I may be 
filled with the Knowledge of Thy will ; impress on my 
heart a perpetual remembrance of Thee ; and grant 
that T may love Thee, and discern Thy Presence in all 
places, so that I may always do what is acceptable to 
Thee, Amen* 



3. Jnd they struck Him on the Faee^ ^. 

Prom this we learn to bear it patiently, if men 
smite us, either literally or by inflicting wrongs upon 
usv Chbist was so smitten, when they heap^ many 
slanders and much abuse upon Him» As He never 
tamed His Pace from them, so should weneYerrefase 
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to bear them for Him. Let us beware tbat we do not 
mock Cheist, thinking our sins are not seen by Him. 

We mock Him, when we provoke Him by our un- 
godly doings, thinking our thoughts and works of 
darkness are not seen by Him. 

If the sight of these indignities shown to our Lobd 
would have moved us to compassion and love, let the 
remembrance of them move us to bear reproach for 
Chbist, and to be vile in our own eyes. Let us not 
murmur nor storm if we are despised or vilified by 
men. If we are insulted or ill-treated, bear it pa- 
tiently ; if persecuted, suffer it without revenge ; if 
reviled, pray for the reviler; if defamed, answer 
mildly, and entreat the defamer to desist. Then shall 
-we be meek and lowly of heart, and bear the blows 
and scoffs aimed through us at our Lobd, Who will 
take fearful vengeance on His enemies when He comes 
in Majesty and great glory, to Judgment. 

O my Saviour! Thou knowest my sins, and Thou 
alone art capable of healing them. Infinite praise and 
thanks be rendered unto Thee, for Thy goodness. I 
regard my sins as little evils, because I have never 
fully understood the injury they do me, the insult 
they are to Thy Divine Majesty. Thou seest, O 
Eternal Wisdom ! the greatness of my sins, for Thou 
hast taken them upon Thyself, and hast suffered that 
which I ought to have done. I have defaced Thine 
Image in my soul. I am stained with a thousand 
crimes. But wherefore didst Thou need, O Sovet^Y^^ 
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Purity ! to suffer such humiliations P Wby didflfc 
Thou permit Thy Sacred Face to be smitten, and Thy- 
self treated as the vilest of men P 

O my only Good I my only Blessedness ! could thef 
find anything in Thee which was not holy and good? 
No ! LoBD ! It is to me that this treatment is due. 
Thy enemies could do me no outrage that I have sot 
deserved, since I have left, as a Prodigal Child, tbe 
abundance and delights of Thy service, to run after the 
husks of this vain world. I have preferred vaiB 
amusements, and low and trifling things to Thy ineiid- 
ship, and to all the blessings which Thou dost promiie 
me. It is I who deserve to be treated with contempt^ 
as a sinner ; nevertheless, O Merciful Saviour, Thou 
didst present Thy Face to receive the outrages, which 
are due to me ; and. Thou abasest Thy Majesty to the 
humiliations I have deserved. WeU mightest Thou say, 
by the mouth of Thy Prophet, "J am as a worm, and 
no man : a very scorn of men, and the outcast of the 
people.'' (Ps. xii. 6.) Thou art despised and trodden 
under foot of men, Thou hast permitted Thy Sacred 
Pace to be covered with ignominy. 

O King of Glory ! only Sow of the Eternal Pathxs ! 
when wilt Thou draw me to Thyself? Transform me 
by Thy grace, that I may hate myself, for love of 
Thee, and that I may know what I am. Suffer me 
never to esteem myself highly, after having seen Thee 
thus covered with shame and reproach. It was there, 
O my Saviour ! that Thou wert a God, that hidest 
Thyself; and it is there that Thou findest all those 
who seek Thee in simplicity of heart, O Thou Life of 
my soul! 



CHBIST BMITTSK. 2B5 

All praise, glory, and honour be to Thee, O Sow of 
the living God, Who for my sake didst submit to be 
cruelly buffeted and smitten, and to be afflicted with 
many reproaches. Grant, I pray Thee, that I may 
not be moved to anger, nor disturbed in spirit if I 
am despised and accounted vile ; but enable me pa* 
tiently to bear all the injuries Thou permittest others 
to inflict upon me. Grant, O Lokd, that I may be 
always prepared to undergo any trials for Thy honour 
and glory ; and may I so submissively receive all that 
Thy paternal love may see fit to lay upon me, that I 
may cheerfully and thankfully praise Thee, and resign 
myself wholly into Thy hands. Amen. 



4. Aiid many other things blasphemously spake they 
against Him. 

my Saviour, how is it that I, a sinner, am not 
able to bear the least contempt for love of Thee, when 
I see Thee submit to this scorn and blasphemy for 
love of me ? I am a sinner, and yet proud ; whence, O 
LoBD, can this arise ? O grant me the grace to suffer 
cheerfully and patiently all insults and injuries which 

> For Reflections, see Williams, p. 155. 
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m&j be heaped upon me. Bj Thy help I am resolred 
never to resent injuries offered me, for I know that I 
deserve to be despised; and how can I refuse con- 
tempt and reproach, when I see Thee, my God and 
Saviour, suffering so much scorn and ignominy for 
my sake P O my Saviour, teach me to know Thee, 
and help me to love and follow Thee aU. my days, and 
to glory in contempt for Thy sake. 



O LoBD God, the King of kings, the Saviour of 
fouls ! all praise and glory be to Thee, Who for my 
sake didst vouchsafe to be mocked and afflicted in 
many ways, during the whole of this awful night. 
Thou, LoBD, knowest how hard it is for me to endure 
even the slightest wrong. Thou knowest how sinfbl 
I am, how slothful is my nature, how cold my desires ; 
do Thou therefore mercifully help my infirmity, and 
grant that I may never unbecomingly sink under anj 
adversity, or shrink from meeting it. O give me grace 
that I may not lose my peace of mind through any 
wrongs inflicted on me, nor be greatly moved by 
unjust reproaches, but may I meekly and patiently 
bear all for Thy sake. Who hast borne so much for me. 
Amen. 
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YIII. Ths Lobb Jesus led bottitd to Pilate. 

For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the 
deceitful are opened against me with a lying tongue. 
They compassed me about also with words of hatred, 
and fought against me without a cause. And they 
have rewarded me evil for good, and hatred for my 
love. Psalm cix. See Psalm xli. 5 — 7. 



S. Matt, xxvii. 1, 2, 11—14 ; S. Mark xv. 1—5 ; S. Luke xxiii. 
1—5 ; S. John xix. 28—37. 

When the morning was come were not a malefactor, we would 

all the Chief Priests and Elders not have deliyered Him up unto 

of the people took counsel thee. Then said Pilate unto 

against Jehus to put Him to them, Take ye Him, and judge 

death: and when they had bound Him according to your law. 

Him, they led Him away from The Jews therefore said unto 

Caiaphas unto the hall of judg- him. It is not lawful for us to 

ment, and delivered Him to put any man to death : that 

Pontius Pilate the goyemor. the saying of Jesus might be 

And they themselves went not fulfilled, which He spake, signi- 

into the judgment hall, lest they fying what death He should die. 

should be defiled ; but that they And they began to accuse Him, 

should eat the Passover. Pilate saying, We found this fellow 

then went out unto them, and perverting the nation, and for- 

said. What accusation bring ye bidding to give tribute to Csesar, 

against this man ? They an- saying that He Himself is 

swered and said unto him, If He Christ a king. Then Pilate en- 
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tered into the judgment hall 
again, and called Jesus, and said 
unto Him, Art Thou the King of 
the Jews ? Jesus answered 
him, Say est thou this thing of 
thyself, or did others tell it 
thee of Me ? Pilate answered, 
Am I a Jew ? Thine own na- 
tion and the Chief Priests have 
delivered Thee unto me : what 
hast Thou done ? Jesus an- 
swered, My kingdom is not of 
this world : if My kingdom were 
of this world then would My ser- 
vants fight, that I should not he 
delivered to the Jews : hut now 
is My kingdom not from htnce. 
Pilate therefore said unto Him, 



Art Thou a king then ? Jbsits 
answered, Thou sayest that I 
am a King. To this end wis I 
horn, and for this cause came I 
into the world, that I should 
hear witness unto the tnA. 
Every one that is of the traA 
heareth My voice. POatenitk 
unto Him, What is tnitk? 
And when he had said tins, he 
went out again unto the Jein^ 
and saith unto them, I find ii 
Him no fault at all. And they 
were the more fierce, sajring. He 
stirreth up the people, teadiing 
throughout all Jewry, begin- 
ning from Galilee to this place. 



They led Jesub bound to Pilate, but would not go 
into the Fraetorium, for thej feared to defile them- 
selyes bj going into a heathen man's houaey baft 
feared not to pollute themselves bj proouring the 
death of the Innocent Jestts. From their false aoeiif 
sations, let us learn to beware that we do not aocuae 
of what is false, or in a false manner. Jews, infidebi 
and heretics falsely accuse Chbist; and so do eifl 
livers who throw their sins on God, by attributmg 
them to fate, destiny, or any but the right cause, and 
thereby charge God with being the author of their 
sins. See S. James i. 18 — 15. 

^ See also Williams, page 166. 
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iBUtiitationi. 

Consider, my soul, with sorrow and compunction, 
how these fierce men led thy Lobd God, and most 
loving Saviour, bound and miserably disfigured for thy 
sake, to the uncircumcised heathen Judge, to be con- 
demned by him, as though He were the vilest of men. 
Pilate sat on his judgment-seat swelling with pride ; 
before him stood the Lord in lowliness and meekness ; 
around Him were the impious and savage Jews, like 
roaring lions, uttering horrid imprecations, and lying 
charges against the Lobd of Truth. But amidst all 
Jesus, as a meek and gentle Lamb, opened not His 
Blessed Mouth, because He was ready and willing to 
die for thee. O with what Divine patience did He bear 
all the injuries, shame, confusion, contempt and igno- 
miny heaped upon Him by those cruel men ! Where- 
as, we vile and miserable sinners are easily provoked, 
and bear malice in our hearts for months or years, 
and thereby miserably destroy our souls. He, the 
Lobd of majesty and glory, daily bare such contume- 
lies and wrongs from us, whilst we so often despise 
His holy commands, resist His will, neglect the in- 
spirations of His Spirit, receive His grace in vain, and 
mock and crucify Him afresh ; trampling His most 
Precious Blood under foot. Por we fear not to com- 
mit our hateful and execrable sins for which He so 
suffered, and which He is still ever ready to pardon and 
blot out ; and also to receive us into His favour, if we 
vdll but be converted and turn to Him with our whole 
hearts. He is our Intercessor and Advocate with the 
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Eatheb, and pleads the merits of His Passion for all 
our sins and negligences. O how far are we £foii 
imitating Thee, O blessed Jesus ! We worms of 
the earth are puffed up with pride and wrath, and 
are scarcely able to forgive those who have offended 
us, or to look upon them with a calm and forgiving 
countenance. Maj Thy example so humble and shame 
me, that I may henceforth more diligently imitate 
Thee, O Lobd Jesus. Make me feel in the depths 
of my heart, " what is truth." Thou art Truth ItseH 
and all is true that comes from Thee. Grant, Lobd, 
that I may walk in Thy Truth all my life long, and 
may one day see Thee in the brightness of Thy Glory. 



All praise, glory, and honour be to Thee, O Lobd 
Jesus, Son of the living God, Who didst Touebsafe, 
for us sinners, to be led bound, and loaded with scorn, 
to the tribunal of the heathen Pilate ; and Thou, the 
Judge of quick and dead, didst stand before him, and 
declare Thy kingdom not to be of this world, that 
-Thou mightest lift our hearts from the love of this 
present world, to that blessed kingdom prepared tat 
those who love Thee. Grant me grace, O Lobd, 
that I may submit to the powers ordained by Thee^ 
obey my equals, and honour and love all men for Thy 
sake. Succour me, that I may not fear the judgments 
of others concerning me, but bear them with a reso- 
lute and patient spirit; and follow Thee, not only 
when joy or prosperity smile upon me, but also when 
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sorrow and adversity weigh me down. Enable me, 
O my God, to renounce all carnal and perishing 
things, and to love, continually seek after, and cleave 
inseparably to Thee, the only True and Eternal Good. 
Amen* 



O LoBD Jestt Chbist, King of heaven and earth, 
Who didst humbly keep silence, at the wicked accu- 
sations and calumnies of the Jews who desired Thy 
Death ; and as a gentle Lamb openedst not Thy Blessed 
Mouth to answer those who charged Thee with crimes ; 
Grant, O meek, and gentle Saviour, that I may never 
be disturbed by the detractions of others, but may 
overcome their calumnies by silence. Give me, O 
LoBD, the spirit of true humility, that I may neither 
seek the praises of men, nor shrink from being 
slighted by them. Make me a partaker of Thy 
innocence and patience, that, living holily, I may 
hear evil spoken of myself without indignation, and 
may remain firm and tranquil in Thee ; and evermore 
give Thee thanks in all reproaches and adversities* 
Deliver me from those who falsely accuse me, that in 
the day of judgment. Thou mayest regard me with a 
&vourable Eye, that being justified by Thee, I may be 
made meet to live with Thee through all etemityr. 
Amen. 
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IX. Pilate sends Chbist to Hebod. 

See Ps. xxxviii. 13, 14 ; Ps. xxii. 
fioitpel fiarrattbe. 

S. Luke xjdii. 6—11. 

When Pilate heard of Galilee, season, because he had Imui 

he asked whether the man were many things of Him ; md he 

a Galilean. And as soon as he hoped to have seen some mirt- 

knew that He belonged unto de done by Him. Then he 

Herod's jurisdiction, he sent questioned with Him in many 

Him to Herod, who himself was words ; but He i 



also at Jerusalem at that time. nothing. And the daef pnsto 

And when Herod saw Jesus he and scribes stood and Tche- 

was exceeding glad ; for he was mently accused Him. 
desirous to see Him of a long 

Learn, O my soul ! to deny thyself; for if thou do* 
sirest to be a faithful imitator of thy SaTiour, it ii 
necessary that thou shouldst relinquish all sel^ote 
and self-will, and be subject and obedient to thy LosB 
and Saviour, however contrary it may be to thy ifr 
clinations or judgment. For Jesus submits to all this 
insult and suffering, and permits Himself to be dragged 
from tribunal to tribunal, but no harsh or angry feel- 
ing ruffles His holy Face, no words of complaint or 
murmuring pass His Blessed Lips, but He patiently 
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awaits the bitter cup, which we have caused Him to 
drink. 



my Saviour, with what rage the Jews accuse 
Thee: all repeat their cries, their falsehoods, aod 
false witnesses. Thej question Thee, and Thou au- 
Bwerest nothing, they ask for miracles, and Thou doest 
them not. Thou sufferest their injustice as a criminal, 
G^iou art silent, and concealest Thy power. Thy wis- 
dom. Thy Majesty, and Thou permittest Herod with 
his courtiers to despise Thee : they regard Thee as a 
contemptible Person, and they lead Thee in a vesture 
of shame, through the streets of Jerusalem, as a de- 
ceiver of the people. 

O Eternal Truth ! Thy' ways are concealed from the 
wise and proud. Grant that I may know Thee, and 
not wander in the ways of carnal prudence : I am 
wise, O humble Saviour ! when I love Thee ; but how 
foolish, when I lose Thee I I am happy when I sacri- 
fice myself for Thee, but how miserable, even when I 
possess all, without Thee ! O that I possessed Thj 
love, and were transfonned into Thine Image ! How 
can I desire life, if it be not to imitate Thee in Thy 
shame, O humiliated Majesty ? Take me from thi» 
world, O LoBB, if Thou foreseest that I should ever 
esteem anything above Thy holy truth ; of what use 
ia wisdom and knowledge without Thee» O Divine 
Light? 

My aims, O my Saviour I have been far from Thee ^ 
Thy love will find in me a heart to transform. Thy 
Light, darkness to dispel, and Thy Wisdom, ignorance 
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to instruct. Inflame, Lobd, instruct me. Humble mer 
in the eyes of the world, and exalt me before Thee. 
O, may I never go from Thy Blessed Presence. Let 
all outward things cause disgust and horror to mj 
soul ; let all creatures forsake, forget, despise me, so 
that Thou, O Blessed Saviour, possess this heart 
which was created only for Thee. Suffer me not, 
LoBD, to forget Thy humiliations, but may I remem* 
ber Thee at all times, and in all places, in labour and 
in rest, in health and in sickness, in life and in deatL 
Thou knowest that I cannot without Thy liight, com- 
prehend the Divine truths which Thou teacbest, nor 
practise them without Thy grace and love ; give me 
then grace to do that which Thou commandest, and 
command that which shall please Thee, for withoat 
Thee I shall lose myself, and with Thee I can do all, 
O God, my defence, my strength, and my salvation! 



©rajer. 

O LoBD Jestjs, Advocate of sinners, Who didalf 
submit to be dragged from one tribunal to another 
amidst the tumult and reproaches of the multitude f 
and when idly questioned by the curious Herod, and 
falsely accused by the malicious Chief Priests and 
Scribes, didst humbly remain silent ; O give me 
grace, I beseech Thee, that I may neither be exMBfe^ 
rated by any reproaches, nor foolishly ashamed at any 
contempt of myself, but help me to bear all tbingi 
meekly, for the honour of Thy holy Name, And 
grant that I may xe^tcam my tongue, and never speek 



THB LOBD MOCKED BY HEBOI>. 305 

i-il of any one ; but ever avoiding the sin of slander 
id detraction, maj speak well and think rightly of all 
len, and possess my soul in patience. Amen. 



X« The Lobd mocked by Hebod akd his 

SOLDIEBS. 

3PiopI)ffg. 

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of 
3rrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as 
i were our faces from Him : He was despised and we 
steemed Him not. Isa. liii. 3. 

fio^pel flarratibe. 

S. Lukexxiii. 11, 12. 

nd Herod with his men of day Pilate and Herod were made 

set Him at nought, and friends together ; for be fore they 

'.ed Him, and arrayed Him in were at enmity between them- 

;eou8 robe, and sent Him selves. 
to Pilate. And the same 

m the mocking of Chbist we may learn three 

u That all who will live piously and innocently 

le New Man, are mocked and treated as fools by 

ho live after the Old Man. But let them not 

rbed at it, but rather rejoice ; since the New 

* See also Williams, page 20^# 

X 
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Man, our Saviour Chbist, clothed in a white robe, 
the emblem of innocence, was mocked and derided 
by the sons of this world. 

Consider, O my soul, the humiliations of thy St- 
viour ! Contemplate Jesus, the Joy of Heaven, the 
King of Glory, the Wisdom of the Fatheb, thus 
shamefully contemned by these wretched men. Not 
only wert Thou, O Jesus, adjudged as wicked ind 
guilty of death, but they impiously mocked ind 
derided Thee, by clothing Thee in the garment of 
fools ! O hearts harder than the rocks, if they are not 
softened by these things ! What mind can contem- 
plate this most profound humility and abasement 
of its God and Lobd ? Behold the Lobd of Lord>, 
in Whom are hidden all the Treasures of Wisdom 
and Knowledge, thus treated as a weak and foolish 
man! Blush, and hide your faces in the dust, ye 
proud and pompous sinners, for it was your sins 
which thus humbled the mighty Lobd ! After this 
life your bodies will turn to dust, and become the food 
of worms, nevertheless ye will adorn those bodies 
with costly garments, when the Lord of Power, for 
your sakes, was thus despised, and clothed in a con- 
temptible garment. 



Awake, O my soul! Arise from the lethargy in 
which thou art! Consider thy Saviour, the steps 
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He has taken for thee: Behold Him wearied from 
'want of rest, with His Face disfigured, His Hands 
bound. Follow Him in spirit ; unite thyself to Him, 
and learn what thy sins have cost Him. They lead 
Him to Caiaphas and Pilate as a disturber of the 
people ; from Pilate to Herod as a rebel, who wished 
to make Himself a King ; from Herod back to Pilate, 
mocked as a foolish pelrson ; and at last from Pilate to 
the Cross as a Malefactor. See, O sinful soul, this In- 
nocent Lamb in the midst of wolves ! see the blows 
they inflict, the outrages they commit on Him. 
Listen to the blasphemies of the Soldiers, the taunts 
of the Priests, the raillery of the Pharisees, the 
cries and maledictions of the populace. Picture to 
thyself those streets consecrated by His miracles, and 
by His charity ; they were, a few days since, the way 
of His triumph, and they are now the theatre of His 
ignominies. Admire His Silence in the tumult, His 
meekness in the midst of outrage. His tranquillity in 
agitation. He neither murmurs, nor complains, and 
He has more patience to endure, than His enemies 
have malice to ill-treat Him. O Divine Word ! Wis- 
dom of the Fathee ! I thank Thee that Thou hast 
thus humbled Thyself ; for I require a humility like 
Thine, to confound a vanity so great as mine. 

What thinkest thou, O my soul, of his spectacle ? 
What sayest thou, O dust and ashes, who art yet 
80 proud? Behold what the Sour of God did, the 
opprobrium He endured, and the motives which ani- 
mated Him! O Holy Lamb of God! Who takest 
away the sins of the world ! My Judge, my eternal Ee- 
fuge ! Open my eyes, enlighten my mind, that I may 
x2 



808 THE LOBD MOCKED BT HEBOD. 

know Thy ways, and may see the misery of those who 
walk in any other. O Divine Light ! O Eternal 
Truth I have pity on my blindness, show me Thy wars, 
and lead me in Thy truth, for I would ever have mine 
eyes fixed on Thee, Who art my God, my Saviour, my 
Guide, my Way, my Truth, and Life. How wonde^ 
ful are Thy ways, O Sow of God ! how deep are Thy 
counsels, O Eternal Wisdom how certain are Thy 
promises, O Immutable Truth ! where then do I go, 
when I do not follow Thee P when shall I disregard the 
contempt of the world, as much as I have loved its 
esteem and its vanities P 

3Prapcr« 

I adore Thee, I praise and magnify Thee, O Lord 
Jesu Cheist, Who for love of me didst not refuse to 
be spumed, clothed in a garment of shame, and 
mocked by impious Herod, and his soldiers. O pour 
into my heart the spirit of profound humility, and 
extinguish all desire of ostentation and vain-glory, 
that I may choose to be despised with Thee, rather 
than to glory with the world ; and esteem it more 
glorious and honourable to bear reproaches for Thy 
Name's sake, than to glitter in the vain honours of 
this life. Teach me to know myself, that, seeing how 
vile I am, I may despise myself, and bitterly lament 
my sins, before Thee. Give me grace, O my Saviour, 
to sit loose to the riches and honours of this life ; and 
ever to meditate on Thee, and to love Thee above all 
things, that Thou mayest be my Honour, my Delight, 
my Joy, and my Glory. Amen. 
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XI. Chbist bejegted fob Bababbas* 



3Prop|iecp. 



Head Psalm : 



S. Matt, xxvii. 15—28; S. Mark xv. 6—11 ; S. Luke xxiii. 
13—19 ; S. John xviii. 39, 40. 

And Pilate, when he had table prisoner, called Barabbas, 



called together the chief priests, 
and the rulers, and the people, 
said unto them , Ye have brought 
this Man unto me, as one that 
perverteth the people : and be- 
hold, I having examined Him 
before you, have found no fault 
in this Man touching those 
things whereof ye accuse Him : 
No, nor yet Herod : for I sent 
you to him ; and lo, nothing 
v?orthy of death is done unto 
Him. I will therefore chastise 
Him and release Him. For of 
necessity he must release one 
unto them at the feast. And 
they cried out all at once, say- 
ing, Away with this Man, and 
release unto us Barabbas. Now 
at that feast the Governor was 
wont to release unto the people 
a prisoner, whomsoever they de- 
sired. And they had then a no- 



who for a certain sedition made 
in the city, and for murder, was 
cast into prison. Therefore 
when they were gathered to- 
gether, Pilate said unto them. 
Whom will ye that I release 
unto you ? Barabbas, or Jesus 
which is called Christ ? For 
he knew that the chief priests 
had delivered Him for envy. 
When he was set down on the 
judgment-seat, his wife sent un- 
to him, saying. Have thou no- 
thing to do with that just Man ; 
for I have suffered many things 
this day in a dream because of 
Him. Pilate therefore, willing 
to release Jesus, spake again to 
them, saying. Whether of the 
twain will ye that I release unto 
you? Will ye that I release 
unto you the King of the Je^% I 
But tbe (^ei '^tve9\& «xA ^^«t% 
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persuaded the multitude that Him, cmcify Him. And k 

they should ask Barabbas, and said unto them the third time, 

destroy Jesus. Then cried they Why, what evil hath He doM? 

all again, saying, Not this Man, I find no caiue of death in Him: 

but Barabbas. Pilate saith imto I will therefore chastise Bm 

them, What shall I do then with and let Him go. And diey 

Jesus which is called Christ ? cried out the more ezoeedinglT, 

But they cried, saying, Crucify Crucify Him. 

O the prodigious blindness, and insatiable malice of 
these wicked and unhappy Jews ! Thej choose i 
wicked and hateful villain, before the just and inno- 
cent Saviour. To procure the death of Chbist, they 
desire the liberation of a public criminal, contrary to 
justice and the public good; thus foolishly and 
wickedly preferring death to Life, darkness to Light, 
a child of the Devil to the holy Son of the Living Gron. 
O the insane fury of these frantic Jews, crying out, 
Not this Man, but Barabbas, From this we may learn 
that we should patiently endure, if sometimes unwo^ 
thy and mean persons are preferred before us, since t 
murderer was preferred to Chbist. We must also 
take heed lest we prefer Barabbas to Chbist, which 
we do whenever we commit sin, or prefer the pleasuret 
of sin, and trample under foot the Blood of the Cove- 
nant. 

See also Williams, p, 211. 

How shall I express, O Jesus, Sow of the Living 
OopI the greatness of Thy loveP Thou wert not 
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satisfied with having taken the nature of sinners, to 
dwell with them, to receive them with kindness, to 
expiate their sins ; but since Thou couldst not be a 
sinner, Thou hast chosen to be among the number of 
public malefactors, such as murderers and robbers, 
and to be judged more wicked than they, and more 
worthy to die ; then to be crucified in the midst of 
them, as if more guilty than they. What shall I render 
to Thee, Lobd, for all Thy benefits to me ? Ee- 
ceive my soul, my God, in spite of its unworthiness ; 
for whatever shame I suffer, it will bear no comparison 
with that which Thou hast suffered for me. 

Pardon me, Lobd, the time I have spent in the 
service of the world which so hated and persecuted 
Thee. What ! Barabbas, a robber, a seditious person, 
and murderer, is judged more worthy to live than 
Thou, O Life of my soul ! Why have I loved this 
unjust world so much ? But what can such a world 
do, btit condemn Thee, Infinite purity? These 
ungrateful sinners have soon lost the remembrance of 
Thy blessings. Thy miracles, Thy example, Thy virtues ; 
they had forgotten the wisdom Thou didst teach, the 
power with which Thou didst heal them, and the 
patience with which Thou didst bear with them. 
Thou gavest offence to none, no one ever came near 
Thee without help and consolation ; Thou didst not 
seek either the riches, honours or pleasures of this 
world, nevertheless, when they could have rescued 
Thee from death, they liberated a robber, and crucified 
Thee. Such is the world which I have loved, and 
served, and for which I have forsaken Thee. Give 
me the victory over it, that I may subject ifc xxxAa^^ss^ 
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feet, and love, desire, seek Thee only, O my Sayiour. 
Thou, infinite Mercy, findest in me manifold sins 
to destroy. The Jews who preferred Barabbas, art 
less guilty than I ; they did it from envy and malice, 
but I haVe preferred base and vile things, to Thee, mj 
Loed; I have left Thee, the God of my Life, for 
vanities, and things which Thy holy law forbids, even 
for shameful and abominable sins. I have preferred 
the ignorance and blindness of the world, to Thee, 
True and Eternal Wisdom! I have left Thee, 
Divine light! to walk in darkness: I have resisted 
Thy Spirit to satisfy the desires of the flesh, I have 
violated Thy law to gratify my pride, and I have re- 
jected Thee to make place for the devil and his works. 
O my Saviour, forgive me, for I am sorry for the past 
Grant me holy perseverance, grant me Thy love. 
What does life avail me if I live not for Thee ? Be- 
ceive me then, my Saviour, heal me of my maladies, 
defend me from my enemies, and do for me all 'that I 
need. Chasten, afflict, reprove me, and reign in my 
soul, which Thou hast made in Thine Own Image, 
and purchased with Thy Blood. 

Vrdvrr. 

O LoKD Jesus Chbist, Who art the Comer Stone 
chosen indeed of God, but rejected of men. Thou, the 
Author of life, didst submit to be judged more worthy 
of death than Barabbas, the robber and murderer. 
Give me grace to prefer Thee above all things, and to 
count all things but as dross, that I may win Thee. 
Grant, O Lobd, that my soul may never be aoiied with 
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the least stain of envy. May I be built on Thee, the 
living Stone, the Sure Foundation, so that in Thee I 
may find eternal salvation. Amen. 



XII. The Scotjeging op the Lobs. 

I gave My back to the smiters, and My cheeks to 
them that plucked off the hair ; I hid not My Face 
from shame and spitting. Isa. 1. 6. 

He was wounded for our transgressions. He was 
bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him ; and with His Stripes we are 
healed. Isa. liii. 5. 

&oiftl ^artattbe. 

S. John six. 1. 
Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him. 

Let us reverently ponder this wondrous mystery of 
sufiering. See with what profound humility and pa- 
tience the eternal Son of God, the glory of Angels, 
the LoED of heaven and earth, condescends to suffer 
such cruel and shameful punishment. O wonder and 
weep, that the Son of God should so love \xa ^^ ^.^ 
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suffer what we deserved. Saj, O Oracious Low) 
Jesus, wherefore wert Thou naked. Who clothest the 
naked ? Why wert Thou bound, Who dost releMB 
those who are in the bonds of sin ; and liberate those 
who are bound by devils, or by infirmities ? Why ait 
Thou scourged, Who alone canst deliver us from the 
scourge of eternal torment ? Who could dare to bind 
Thee? Who so sacrilegious as to scourge Thee? 
Thou, O Sun of Eighteousness, hast withdrawn Thy 
rays, therefore were they in darkness, and under the 
power of darkness. The scourges of eternal wrath 
were due to us, and Thou wert willing to be soomiged 
for us, that we might be mercifully delivered from 
them. O my Lord God, I am a man whoUj lost, 
without Thee ; I am the cause of Thy confusion and 
affliction. It is Thy love, and our sins which so abuse 
Thee. how vile is sin, for which Thou art ao 
afflicted. 

The LoED thus suffers, without any fault in Him- 
self, that by His Example we may be strengthened to 
bear all adversities and sorrows with patience ; and, as 
far as possible, imitate His humility. O let us love 
Him with our whole heart, and never ceaae to thank 
and praise Him for all His love to us sinners. 

From the stripping of Cheist let us learn to fear 
that nakedness of soul and body, (Eev. iii.) against 
which He warns; lest it should so happen that we 
appear naked before God, and holy angels, and all 
men. If our nakedness is not seen of men, let ua be 
ashamed .of appearing so before God. Oop first 
Parents tried to hide themselves from the Face of that 
God Who is everywhere present. 
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Prom His .scourging, we may learn, Ist, Cheerfully 
to bear all the corrections of God ; for if the only 
Begotten Son was prepared to receive our scourges in 
Himself, from obedience to His Fathee, so ought we 
to be prepared to suffer the corrections of our Fatheb, 
which He mercifully deigns to inflict upon us, either 
directly, or through His instruments, for .our correc- 
tion. My son, says holy Scripture, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lobd, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of Him : for whom the LoBD loveth He ehaS' 
teneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth. He 
chastens us for our profit, that we may he partakers of 
Bis holiness, Heb. xii. ; 1 S, Pet. iv. 12—19. 

2ndly. We should take diligent heed that we do 
not iterate the scourging of Chbist, by committing 
wilful sin. For as Cheist was scourged for our sins, 
whenever we sin, we wound Him afresh. Heb. vi. 6, 
26—29. 



j^Dttattonif. 

The hour is come, O my Saviour, when Thy Sacred 
and holy Flesh is to be torn, and Thy Precious Blood 
shed for my salvation. What heart can contemplate, 
without horror, such cruel torture inflicted on Thee P 
It is I who have sinned, and deserve the punishment. 
Thy enemies showed no justice to Thee ; Pilate found 
Thee Innocent, and told the Jews he would correct 
Thee. What can he find to correct in Thee, O In- 
finite Purity ? What to punish, O Innocent Lamb of 
God ? He knows Thy Innocence, and wishes to 
chasten Thee only to satisfy the hatted ^1 '^v^ 
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enemies. All rights are violated in Thee only, "Wbo 
hast observed all the law, and fulfilled all righteous- 
ness. These judges follow no other law than tbe 
malice and hatred of the Pharisees ; they choose a 
cruel scourging to deliver Thee from death, and to con- 
descend thereby to the will of those who falsely accuse 
Thee. For ever praised be Thy holy Name, O my 
Saviour ! let heaven and earth, angels and saints, and 
all Thy creatures bless Thee eternally for Thy exceed- 
ing love. 

But this does not occur by chance, O my (jOd! 
Thou didst ordain it Thyself, Thou didst desire to shed 
Thy Blood, and to be covered with shame- Is it pos- 
sible, O Divine Love, that Thou hast so little power 
over me ? I love Thee, Saviour, and my greatest 
desire is to love Thee above all. G-rant that I may 
love Thee with my whole heart, and not resist the 
sweet influences of Thy Grace. O Jesu, the Life of 
my soul, and the Sovereign Eemedy for all my wounds, 
why wert Thou so regardless of Thyself, and yet art so 
merciful to me ? Was it not I, who should have been 
scourged, since I have sinned, and have subjected 
all my members and senses to the world, the flesh and 
the devil ? Thou knowest how deep and shameful are 
my wounds, nevertheless Thou seekest me. Thou re- 
ceivest and bearest with me, Thou nourishest me with 
Thy blessing, O Eternal Love, which never languishest ; 
change my life, my body and soul, and transform me 
into Thy Divine Image. 

See also TFilliama* beautiful Meditation on this sub- 
jecty page 224. 
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All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O Jesus, 
the Eternal Son of God, Who didst suffer Thy Sacred 
Body to be stripped and bound to a pillar, and Thy 
pure Flesh to be torn with the cruel stripes of the 
scourge, that we might be healed by Thy stripes. O 
most blessed Jesf, grant me grace to confess ray sins ; 
strip my heart, I beseech Thee, of every unbecoming 
desire, that I may put off the old man with his affec- 
tions and lusts, and put on the new man, which is 
created in righteousness and true holiness. Give me 
grace patiently to bear the scourges of Thy Fatherly 
correction, that being made a partaker of Thy suffer- 
ings, I may, after this life, be made meet to rejoice 
with Thee, and to praise and glorify Thee for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



XIII. OuB Blessed Lobd crowned with thoens, 

CLOTHED IN A. PUEPLB BOBB, AND MOCKED. 

S. Matt, xxvii. 27—30 ; S. Mark xv. 15—19 ; S. John xix. 1—3. 

Then the soldiers of the Go- a crown of thorns , and put it 

yemor took Jesus into the on His head, and they put on 

common hall, and gathered Him a purple robe, and a reed 

unto Him the whole band of in His right hand. And they 

soldiers. And they stripped bowed the knee before Him, 

Him. And the soldiers platted and mocked Him^ «xi6l ^RCk^^ 
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Hail, King of the Jews ! And worshipped Him, and took ^ 

they smote Him with their reed, and smote Him on tbe 

hands. And they spit upon head. 
Him, and bowing their knees, 

From the crown of thorns we should learn to 
bear our sins in mind, since Chbist carries the 
thorns of our sins upon His Head. In the crown of 
thorns, He is seen undertaking our sins, the thons 
of which He removes by those He wears. He re- 
ceives these thorns as a crown of victory. Our sins 
are the arms with which the devil is armed against 
us, and which the Lord bears away in His Passion; 
for He is the Lamb of God, which taketh awaj the 
sins of the world. 

O who can conceive the dreadful suffering which 
the Eternal Son of God bare for us, when they me^ 
cilessly pressed the crown of thorns upon His sacred 
Head ? Let us mourn in the depths of our hearts, 
since we were the cause of these cruel sufierings ; let 
us weep tears of deep and holy contrition, for those 
execrable sins, which so crowned our gracious and 
loving Eedeemer ; let us amend our lives, and submit 
to the commands of our benignant King, resisting 
pride and luxury ; for it is a reproach to the Members 
of His Mystical Body to live in ease and luiniiy, when 
their Head was thus crowned with thorns for thenL 

O King of Ages, Who hast crowned man with gloiy 
and honour, and hast given him dominion OYer the 
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works of Thy Hands ; how wilt Thou be crowned, by 
the hands of cruel men, with the shameful crown of 
thorns ? O the ingratitude, the inconceivable hard- 
ness of men towards their Lobd ! O the charity, the 
infinite mercy of the Saviour towards men ! For the 
crown of glory which the Lobd offers to men, man 
ofiers to the Saviour a crown of ignominy and shame. 
God crowns man with mercy and loving-kindness, and 
man crowns the Son of G-od only with cruel thorns. 
Ought not the contemplation of this to make tears 
flow from my eyes and head, since the King of G-lory 
was thus crowned to gain for me an eternal crown ? 

I adore Thee, Divine Jestjs, as my true King! 
I acknowledge Thee as my Sovereign Lobd, by all the 
Wounds which Thou hast received to heal mine. I 
adore Thee, for the reproaches with which. Thou 
wast covered, in order to clothe me with glory. 

Thou wouldst be crowned with thorns ; and Thy 
Pace, all marred as it was. Thy Head pierced with 
thorns was more glorious and striking to hearts 
touched with Thy love, than if it had been crowned 
with precious stones. Eiches and the crowns of earth 
can only give earthly advantages, but Thy Q-riefs, and 
Thy thorns fill the soul with celestial delights, over- 
whelm it with spiritual riches, and bind it to Thee 
with the ties of a love, above all other love. Men seek 
in the earth for metals and precious stones wherewith 
to make the crowns of kings, but Thou, O King of 
Glory, hast chosen only thorns for Thyself, because 
Thou wouldst enrich us, and render precious, by the 
touch of Thy sacred Head, those same thorns which 
had served for the punishment of the first man, ((^^ss^. 
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iii. 18.) The thorns, which are a mark of barrenness, 
become fruitful upon Thy Head, O mj Saviour! and 
produce in us inestimable fruits of grace and gbiy. 
Thou hast taken upon Thee my miseries, to soften 
them for me, and Thou crownest Thyself with then 
to render me glorious. Ought I then to complain 
when I am afflicted ? For ever blessed be Thou, 
Divine Love 1 Who hast so disposed things for our 
good, that a true Christian can never be poor when he 
has great afflictions; and that he who is greatlj 
afflicted, and endures it for love of Thee, is always 
overwhelmed with riches. 

Although I am so poor and miserable, it suffices 
not to make me love the Cross, the injuries, the re- 
proaches, and all that renders me like to Thee, 
G-QD of my salvation ! I am afraid of sufierings when 
they come, I am cast down when they continue, I 
rejoice when they are at an end, and esteem myself 
happy when I am altogether free from them. Destror 
for ever, O my God, this weakness of my flesh, by the 
power of Thy love. 

I confess my misery before Thee, O my Saviour. 
I resolve every day to imitate Thee ; I desire to see 
in myself that which I adore in Thee ; I say that I give 
myself, without reserve, into Thy hands, nevertheless, 
as soon as an occasion arises to be faithful, I fail in 
courage, 1 go back, and leave Thy Example to follow 
my own desires. O Jesus, my only Hope, Who 
knowest the unruliness and vanity of my heart, grant 
that I may renounce my self-will, and love Thee. 

Destroy in me all that is contrary to Thy will, in 
spite of the resistance of my Flesh. Drag me, if I 
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"Will not walk ; press nie, if I stop ; afflict me, if I 
resist ; and make me feel Thy sufferings, until I make 
them my glory. Finish Thy work, O my God ! for 
Thou canst strengthen my weakness, since Thou art 
the Strength of all who hope in Thee. 

O LoBD Jesus Chbist, I praise Thee, I adore Thee, 
I worship Thee, "Who didst meekly bear, for love 
of me, the unspeakable injuries and reproaches of the 
cruel soldiers; for they clothed Thee, the King of 
Glory, in a purple robe, to expose Thee to greater 
shame; they pressed a crown of thorns upon Thy 
Divine Head, gave Thee a reed for Thy sceptre, and 
mockingly saluted Thee. Fix in my heart, I beseech 
Thee, a devout and continual remembrance of Thy 
Passion; and soften my heart, with Thy love and 
tender mercy, that I may love Thee above all things, 
and evermore seek after and cleave unto Thee. Grant, 

LoBD, I pray Thee, that no tribulation, persecution, 
or torment may ever separate me from Thee ; and may 

1 never be ashamed to be despised and derided for 
Thy sake. Amen. 

2. And they bowed the knee he/ore Him, and wor- 
shipped Him ; and said. Hail, King of the Jews f 

These savages were not satisfied with the tortures 
already inflicted on the Lobd ; neitKet -^ct^ ^'b^ 

T 
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moved by His wondrous patience, but rather aroused 
to greater malice. They spat upon His Sacred Fic«, 
and heaped upon Him all the reproachea, contempt, 
injuries, scorn, and calumnies, which the devil could 
suggest. And, not satisfied with these, they add in- 
sults to injuries, and in ridicule worship Him, bending 
the knee, and saying, Hail^ King of the Jews ! 0, ye 
proud and vile sinners, consider how hateful your sins 
are, which required such severe chastisement and a»> 
recti on to expiate them. Never would the Son d 
God have so suffered, had not His Eternal Fatbki 
been sorely offended. In these His Sufferings, He 
has given us proof of His inefiable goodness and in- 
comprehensible charity. 

Let us take heed lest we falsely adore or salute 
Christ, by believing on Him with the understaodiDgi 
whilst we despise Him by evil actions ; confessing Uim 
with the mouth, but denying Him in our works. 
They also falsely adore Chbist, who, in f>raying, ask 
what is contrary to the Divine honour ; and thote 
likewise who show great devotion at church, and afte^ 
wards do great injury to Chbist in His members. 



iflSelittattonitf. 

I adore Thee, O Divine Saviour ! I praise Thee, I 
bless Thee, I give Thee unfeigned thanks for all the 
love Thou hast shown me, and for all the torments 
Thou hast endured. " Let these miserable creatures 
say and do what they will. Thou art not less the true 
King of heaven and earth ; and I will make use of the 
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same words to adore Thee, whicli they used to insult 
Thee, Hail, King of the Jews ! I salute Thee, O King 
of heaven and earth ! I salute Thee, O King of souls ! 
Thou art my G-qd, my Saviour, and my King. It is 
to Thee alone that the title of King rightly be- 
longs, since Thou alone rulest us by pure laws which 
convert souls. Thou alone governest us with wisdom, 
peace, and love all Divine. I desire no other King, 
no other Master, ray Saviour ! beside Thee. Des- 
pised though Thou wast, and still art, I choose Thee 
above all earthly Kings, and infinitely prefer Thy 
shame to all their glory. But Thou art not less mer- 
ciful, my LoKD and King, in receiving those who 
come to Thee with a penitent heart, than Thou art 
Just, to punish those who remember not their sins. 
I acknowledge mine, O my God! and prostrate at 
Thy Feet, I confess, in imploring Thy mercy, that Thou 
hast not a servant more worthy of punishment, and 
more unworthy of Thy favour. I have many times 
abandoned Thee, and left Thy service ; I have said, I 
would not obey ; I have engaged myself to serve un- 
worthy masters, pride, vanity, self-love, the gratifica- 
tion of my senses ; and I have submitted to as many 
kings, or rather tyrants, as I have committed sins. I 
have followed their laws, and have despised Thine ; I 
have lost Thee, O my Sovereign Good! I have left 
Thee, O my Saviour ! to run after them. 

Eraser* 
See tie preceding, 

t2 
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3. And they spit upon Him, and took the reed, and 
smote Him on the Head, 



As Chbist was triply mocked, so is the soul triplr 
mocked and bound by sin. Ist. By the ostentation 
of human power, which is signified by the purple robe. 
2ndly. By the desire of abundant riches, which is de- 
noted by the crown of thorns, since riches are full of 
thorns and cares. 3rdly. By the vanity of earthly 
wisdom, which, like a reed, is shaken by the wind ; for 
earthly wisdom, in which men trust, is like a broken 
reed, if used to their own glory, instead of the glory 
of God. 

Consider also that Christ not only obey? His 
Fatheb in all things, but His mockers also ; for He 
receives the purple. He prepares His Head for the 
crown, and takes the reed in His Hand. As therefore 
Cheist, the King of Glory, was crowned with a 
thorny crown, mocked with the purple, so also when 
the servant of Christ is vilified in this world, and 
cast ofi^ as unworthy of all honour, and is despised by 
the presumptuous, and molested by scoffers, let him 
remember that the servant is not greater than his 
Lord. 

They strike with the reed that Head which is the 
terror of demons, adored by all the powers of heaven, 
and revered by all the saints in every age. O, miser- 
able men ! did ye not fear so to persecute Him Who 
will one day appear as a terrible Judge ? Touch me, 
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LoED, with Thy Eoyal Sceptre, and impress on iny 
heart a deep sense of Thy sufferings. 

All who impugn the Divinity of Chbist, strike Him 
on the Head; and those also who offend Him, for 
riches or earthly favour. All men who lead evil lives 
offend Cheist, Who is our Head, from Whom all our 
senses and graces come. 



O my Blessed Saviour, was it not enough that Thy 
sacred Body was stripped of Thy garments, and wealed 
with bloody stripes, but that Thy Person must be 
made the mocking-stock of Thine insulting enemies, 
Thy Back disfigured with purple robes, Thy Temples 
wounded with a thorny crown. Thy Face spit upon, 
Thy Cheeks buffeted, Thy Head smitten. Thyself de- 
rided with bended knees and scoffing acclamations ? 
Whither, whither, dost Thou stoop, O Thou Co- 
Eternal Son of Thine Eternal Fathee? Whither 
dost Thou abase Thyself for me ? I have sinned, and 
Thou art punished ; I have exalted myself, and Thou 
art dejected; I have clad myself with shame, and 
Thou art stripped ; I have made myself naked, and 
Thou art clothed with robes of dishonour ; my head 
hath devised evil, and Thine is pierced with thorns ; I 
have smitten Thee, and Thou art smitten for me ; I 
have dishonoured Thee, and Thou, for my sake, art 
scorned ; Thou art made the sport of men, for me who 
have deserved to be insulted by devils. 
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There is not, among all these people, any who have 
compassion for Thee, my Saviour! What creature, 
not deprived of reason, could see a man in the state 
Thou wert, without being seized with indignation, 
horror, and pity ? It appears as if human hearts were 
hardened only towards Thee. They fear not to smite 
Thy adorable Face, and to treat Thee as devoid of 
reason, and as a mock King ; to give Thee a reed for 
Thy sceptre, and scarlet cloak for a royal mantle ; to 
bend the knee and adore Thee in mockery, to insult 
Thee by outrageous actions and words, and then, 
snatching the reed from Thine Hand, to strike Thy 
adorable Head crowned with thorns. They excite 
each other to insult Thee, O my God! and Thon 
keepest silence as if Thou wert a worm of the earth, 
and neither resistest nor complainest. And Thou 
burnest with desire to suffer still more for me, 
Saviour of my soul ! O Life of my life, when shall I 
cease to outrage Thee ? 

30raper. 

I adore Thee, I bless and worship Thee, O King of 
heaven and earth. Who for me didst not refuse to be 
struck with the reed, to be smitten on the cheek, de- 
filed with spitting, and treated with aU kinds of 
mockery and insult. I beseech Thee, by Thy Wounds, 
by Thy precious Blood, by Thy reproaches, and by all 
Thy sorrows, that Thou wouldst graciously possess, 
and wholly rule me, and all that I have, and turn it to 
Thy eternal praise. Give me grace to deny myself, 
and cheerfully to receive from Thy Hands joy and 
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sadness, prosperity and adversity, with a tranquil 
mind, that being dead to the world, I may live to 
Thee and Thy glory. Amen. 



XIV. Behold the Mai^. 

S. John xix. 4. 

Pilate therefore went forth came Jesus forth, wearing the 

again, and saith unto them, crown of thorns, and the purple 

Behold, I bring Him forth to robe. And Pilate saith unto 

you, that ye may know that I them. Behold the Man ! 
find no fault ia Him. Then 

Heflecttonjl.^ 

Jestjb came forth wearing the thorny crown and the 
purple robe; a lamentable spectacle, filled with con- 
tempt, and bearing it humbly, to deliver thee from 
everlasting confusion, and heal the plague of pride, 
and teach thee to bear all reproaches for His Name's 
sake, and in all to be humbled. 

Pilate said true, " I find in Him no fault at all." 
He did no sin, neither was guile found in His Mouth. 
O Eighteous Jesus ! what hadst Thou to do with 
death ? We have sinned, and Thou makest atonement 
for it : we owed, and Thou payest. 

^ See also Williams, p. 238. 
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;JKetittattonie(. 



O Son of Man! True God and Man, was it not 
sufficient humiliation for Thee to take upon Thee our 
human nature ? Was it necessary to abase Thyself 
to become as a worm, and the very scorn and reproach 
of the people ? It was my pride which caused this 
abasement. O may I esteem myself happy to be Uke 
Thee, and take pleasure in being lightly regarded. 
more than man ! the Glory of mankind I I adore and 
bless Thee as Man and God Eternal, O receive me 
among Thy servants. 

O my God, and my King, Thou didst put Thyself 
in this condition. They expose Thee thus to Thy 
friends and enemies, with Thy hands bound, clothed in 
a garment of ignominy, crowned with thorns, tortured 
with the scourge; Thy face disfigured, and a reed 
in Thy Hand. And Pilate, yielding to those who 
mocked Thee, said "Behold the Man;" behold the 
power of Him thou callest a King. 

What, then, was Thy confusion, O my Saviour, 
at being made in this condition, a spectacle to those 
who a few days before admired Thy works, and Thy 
doctrine. Impress this ignominious spectacle on my 
heart; soften its hardness, by Thy Presence, and 
grant that I may feel the bitterness of Thy Suffering 
and shame. 

Stay, O my soul, and remember that Pilate com- 
prehends not the meaning of the words he utters. 
The Eternal Father speaks, as it were, by his mouth, 
and says, " Behold the MLor, Who is not less yoor 
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Friend than He is My Son. As thy Friend He is 
like unto thee, and as My Son, He is a partaker 
of My Divinity, and hence He loves thee with an Infi- 
nite love. He is My Well- Beloved Son ; and I give 
Him to thee. What askest thou more ? What more 
can I do for thee ? Eeceive Him, listen to Him, love 
Him and imitate Him. In Him I give thee all 
the blessings I possess. I give thee a remedy for 
all thy evils, a Help in all thy necessities, a Succour in 
all thy pains, a Consolation in all thy griefs, the Pay- 
ment for all thy debts, the Mediator for all thy peti- 
tions ; and because thou canst find in Him all that I 
have, and all that is necessary for you. See, O mise- 
rable man ! how much I love thee, since for thy salva- 
tion I spared not even My own Son. But see, also, 
what thou owest Me. All that I demand of thee is, 
that thou serve, love, and imitate Him/* 

What shall I render to Thee, O Eternal Fathee, 
for this infinite love ? I know that for all these bless- 
ings Thou askest only myself. What am I then, 
LoED, to merit Thy regards, and to oblige Thee to 
overwhelm me with Thy benefits, after such great in- 
gratitude as I have shown ! 

O my Saviour, although Thou art silent, I hear, as 
it were, the voice of Thy Precious Blood, saying, 
Behold the Man! Yes, Saviour! it seems to me 
as if Thou , say est to my soul, " O soul bought with 
My Blood, complain not with the paralytic of having 
no man to put thee into the cleansing pool ; for be- 
hold Me, I am the Man thou seekest. My Blood will 
cleanse thee from thy sins ; thou hast neither merited 
nor asked it, nevertheless I have prepared it Cq»ic \}^^<b. 
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Whither fliest thou when thou goest from Me ? "What 
seekest thou when thou seekest not Me ? What 
lovest thou when thou lovest not Me ? Where canst 
thou find friends like Me ? What father or brother 
would do for thee what I have done? Remember 
that I have regarded thy happiness and salvation more 
than My honour or My life. Come to Me, I will 
soothe thee, I will love thee, and overwhelm thee with 
all the delights of My love, and all the riches of My 
Glory." 

Is it possible, O my Saviour, and my God ! that 
I have not always loved Thee, that I have offended 
Thee, that I am far from Thee, O true Friend of my 
soul P Behold this unhappy man, who has despised 
Thee, and repulsed Thee ; who has neither hoped in 
Thee, nor loved Thee; who has run after vanity, 
and loved that which Thou hatest. But all my mise- 
ries cannot take from me the hope and confidence I 
have in Thy mercies. 



I adore Thee, I worship and bow down before Thee, 
O Son of the living God, Eedeemer of the world! 
Who, for our sakes, didst submit to the vile spittings, 
and stripes of Thy furious enemies; and wast led 
forth wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 
robe, to be a laughing-stock to the infuriated mob. 
Give me grace to trample under foot all ambition, all 
love of the display of the pomps and vanities of thin 
world, and lightly to esteem all the honours of this 
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life ; that by a profound humility, and a true estimate 
of my own vileness, I may continually advance to the 
glory of eternal blessedness. Amen. 



XV. Pilate condemns the Lord to be Ceu- 

CIFIED. 

He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our 
peace was upon Him ; and with His stripes we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray : we have 
turned every one to his own way ; and the Loed hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, 
and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His Mouth : 
He is brought as a Lamb to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth 
not His mouth. 

S. John xix. 6—15 ; S. Matt, xxril. 24—27. 

When the chief priests there- Himself the Son of God. "When 

fore and officers saw Him, they Pilate therefore heard that say- 

cried out, saying, Crucify Him» ing, he was the more afraid ; 

crucify Him. Pilate saith unto and went again into the judg- 

them, Take ye Him, and crucify ment-hall, andsaith unto Jesus, 

Him : for I find no fault in Him. Whence art Thou ? But Jesus 

The Jews answered him, We gay e him no answer. Then saith 

have a law, and by our law he Pilate unto Him, SpeakestThou 

ought to die, because He made not unto me ? kno^csaX '^^bsssx 
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not that I have power to crucify 
Thee, and have power to release 
Thee ? Jesus answered, Thou 
couldst have no power at all 
against Me, except it were given 
thee from above : therefore he 
that delivered Me unto thee 
hath the greater sin. And from 
thenceforth Pilate sought to re- 
lease Him : but the Jews cried 
out, saying, If thou let this Man 
go, thou art not Csesar's friend : 
whosoever maketh himself a 
king speaketh against Csesar. 
When Pilate therefore heard 
that saying, he brought Jesus 
forth, and sat down in the judg- 
ment-seat, in a place that is 
called the Pavement, but in the 
Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was 
the preparation of the passover, 
and about the sixth hour : and 



He saith unto the Jews, Behold 
your King ! But they cried 
out. Away with Him, away with 
Him , crucify Him . Pilate saith 
unto them. Shall I crucify your 
King ? The chief priests an- 
swered, We have no king but 
Csesar. When Pilate saw that 
he could prevail nothing, but 
that rather a tumult was made, 
he took water, and washed his 
hands before the multitude, say- 
ing, I am innocent of the blood 
of this just person : see ye to it. 
Then answered all the people, 
and said. His blood be on as, 
and on our children. Then re- 
leased he Barabbas unto them ; 
and when he had scourged 
Jesus he delivered Him to be 
crucified. 



jeUflecttontf. 



As Chbist was brought before the tribuDal, so 
should we bring ourselves before the tribunal of our 
own consciences, that we may escape the strict judg- 
ment of God ; and judge ourselves that we be not 
judged of the Loed ; (1 Cor. xi. 38 ;) undergo all ad- 
versities patiently, for in them we stand before the 
tribunal of God ; for when we are judged, we are 
chastened of the Lobd, that we should not be con- 
demned with the world. (1 Cor. xi. 39.) O Thou, 
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"Who didst stand before Pilate to be judged, may I 
stand without fear in Thy last judgment. Thou fear- 
est nothing because Thou art ready to suffer for all, 
to redeem all, knowing well that Thy Death shall 
give them life ; and Thy condemnation in the society 
of the wicked shall be their salvation before the 
Sovereign Judge. 



iHclittattontf. 

Who can read, without horror, this sentence of 
death, which they pronounce against Thee, O true 
Life of our souls ? O the only Hope of sinners, 
can the human heart be so hard, that men could see 
Thee thus suffer without being touched with com- 
passion, and that they should demand Thy Death, and 
cry with one voice, " Awaj/ with Him ! Crucify Him f " 
O my Sattoub, I will adore and serve Thee ; I will 
seek and love Thee. Enter into my soul and reign 
there supreme ; but pardon me, O my God ! for I am 
more guilty than those people ; they wished not for 
Thee, because they knew Thee not, neither believed in 
Thee ; and I who believe in Thee, worship Thee, and 
acknowledge Thee to be what Thou art ; how many 
times have I turned away mine eyes, when Thou hast 
revealed Thyself unto me, to look on that which 
separates me from Thee. Heal this infirmity, O 
LoBD, that I never lose sight of Thee, but that Thou 
mayest always be the object of my desire. 

O Eternal Love! how adorable are T\v^ ^vk^^-^- 
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BatioDB ! Those for whom Thou diest, choose the kind 
of death they shall make Thee die. My sins joined 
with the clamours of the Jews, and demanded justice 
against Thee, because Thou art charged with mj 
debts, which could only be thereby satisfied by Thee. 
O boundless charity 1 Thou hast suffered the death of 
the Cross, because our sins demanded it for Tbee. 
Listen, O sinful soul, to the voice of the herald, 
who proclaimed that Jesus of Nazareth was con- 
demned to die on the Cross between two thieves, as a 
Malefactor, and false King. Consider how meekly 
His holy humility received this cruel sentence. Listen 
to the joyful shouts of His enemies, whose wishes are 
gratified. Behold the ardour with which they press 
the execution of this sentence; and in the midst 
of this tumult behold the silence, the calmness, the 
meekness of Jesus, Who awaits all, sees all, and 
suffers all without complaining, or without any mark 
of impatience. O wondrous clemency of Gob! 
inestimable patience of Chbist ! which so great in- 
juries could not move, nor so great pains subdue. 

What ought to be my confusion, and what can I 
say before Thee, O Load, when I see that Thou weii 
delivered for me to the cruel and unjust will of Thine 
enemies, and I refuse to ^ve myself up to Thy will. 
To condemn Thee to death, it is sufficient that Thine 
enemies ask it ; but that I may acquiesce in whatever 
sorrow comes upon me, it ia not sufficient that Thou 
wiliest it. Those men were blind and wicked, and 
Thou gavest Thyself up to their will. Thy will, 
Lobd, is the rule of all right, yet I hesitate to submit 
to it. O the blindness of my mind I O the hardness 
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of my heart ! Change, O Loed, henceforth this dis- 
position of my heart, which is so baneful to myself, 
and so unworthy towards Thee. I give myself with- 
out reserve to Thy will ; and for my consolation in 
all that afflicts me, I wish for no other reason, than 
that Thou hast appointed it. There would I bind and 
crucify myself, that Thy will may be done, and not 
mine, now and at all times, in life and death, in time 
and eternity. 



O most merciful Lord ! I am charged with sins, 
and Thou art innocence itself However, Thou art 
silent, and I justify myself. Thou sufferest without 
complaint all the injustice of Thine enemies, and I 
complain of the least slight. Thou so lovest those 
who treat Thee thus unworthily, as even to die for 
them, and I pass my life in feelings of anger and 
hatred as soon as any one renders me not the duties 
which my pride unreasonably exacts. When, O my 
Saviour, shall I see my heart changed ? When shall 
I have Thee alway before my eyes, that I may imitate 
Thee in all things, and wish rather to be like Thee, 
than to please men P 

Behold, the King of Heaven and earth ! the eternal 
King, the King of Glory, Whose kingdom shall have 
no end. See, O my soul, that He reign over thee. 
Canst thou submit to a King Who appears so con- 
temptible ? Canst thou wear His livery, and accom- 
pany Him to death, Who has descended from heave4 
to deliver thee from hell ? O Sovereign Euler of the 
world, I recognize Thee as my King« and %.da^^ 
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Thee with all my heart. Give me the grace to put on 
Thy livery and follow Thy footsteps. 

O Sovereign King ! I mourn that I have so often 
abandoned Thee ! when I was in the world I spake 
as the world ; I had no other king than Caesar, but I 
tell Thee now that I have no other king than Jesus 
Chkist. Thou art my king, and my Sovereign, and 
Thee only will I serve and obey — and if I obey the 
kings of the earth it shall be because Thou commandest 
it ; beyond this I recognize no other King but Thee, 
to Whom be all honour and glory, throughout all ages. 
Amen. 

Stager, 

All praise, glory, and honour, be to Thee, O Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who didst suffer Thyself to be con- 
demned to the ignominious death of the Cross, that 
Thou mightest redeem us from eternal death. 3Iay 
the remembrance of this Thy exceeding love be im- 
printed on my heart, and may I love Thee, and 
reverently contemplate Thy bitter Passion. O give 
me grace that I may neither be disturbed by the ill- 
will of others towards me, nor rashly judge or detract 
from others, or willingly listen to those who do so; 
but may I, as far as possible, speak well of all men, 
and bear their defects with holy compassion and 
charity. Do Thou, O Lord, mercifully grant that I 
may follow Thee in glory and in shame, through evil 
report, and good report; and faithfully serve Thee, 
and seek Thy honour, and choose rather to suffer 
adversity with Thee, than to enjoy all the things of 
this life vrithout Thee. Amen. 
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XVI. Chbist, beabino His Cboss, is led away to 

BE CBUCIFIED. 



S. Matt, xxvii. 31 ; S. Mark xv. 20, 21 ; S. Luke xxiii. 26—31 ; 
S. John xix. 16, 17. 

And after that they had lamented Him. But Jesus, 

mocked Him, they took the turning unto them said, Daugh- 

robe off from Him, and put ters of Jerusalem, weep not for 

His Own raiment on Him, and Me, but weep for yourselves, 

led Him away to crucify Him, and for your children. For 

And as they led Him away, they behold, the days are coming, in 

laid hold upon one Simon, a the which they shall say. Blessed 

Cyrenian, who passed by, com- are the barren, and the wombs 

ing out of the country, the that never bare, and the paps 

father of Alexander and Rufus, which never gave suck. Then 

and on him they laid the Cros's, shall they begin to say to the 

that he might bear it after Je- mountains. Fall on us ; and to 

sus. And there followed Him the hills, Cover us. For if they 

a great company of people and do these things in a green tree, 

women, which also bewailed and what shall be done in the dry ? 



The gracious Lobb received the heavy Cross, with 
a calm and cheerful mind, and carried it with an 
ardent desire for the glory of His Eatheb and the 
salvation of men. He here shows the mirror and 
perfection of the spiritual life ; for whoever aspires to 
a sincere and holy life must, with Chbist Himself 

1 See also Williams, pp. 271—281. 
Z 
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take up the cross freely, and bear it faithfully and per- 
severingly. And if it should so please Oob, we nmst 
suffer ourselves to be deprived and stripped of all 
temporal goods, and of the aid and consolation of 
j&iends, as well as of spiritual consolation and sensible 
comfort, without murmuring or impatience. 

O Christian man ! suffer thyself to be mocked, and 
cheerfully bear reproaches, detractions, and injuries 
for the love of Otov ; and when thou art afflicted with 
grievous injuries &om men, with teinptations of devils, 
it behoves thee to preserve humility and patience. 
Whosoever then would be a faithful Christian mast 
neither depart from Jesus, in life or death, in pros- 
perity or adversity, nor ask to be delivered from His 
cross, but patiently suffer whatever may seem fit to 
the LoBD. He suffered for us, leaving us an Hiample 
to follow His steps, to bear our cross willingly and 
daily ; for our whole life, as Christians, is a cross and 
martyrdom. 

Is it possible, O my Saviour! that Thou wouldst 
carry Thy heavy cross, exhausted as Thou wert by the 
afflictions Thou hadst already endured? Thou knewest 
that this burden was beyond Thy strength, but still 
Thou didst submit to it without resistance. O Gop 
of goodness ! nothing seems impossible to Thy love. 
The cries of the people, the cruelty of the robbers, the 
rage of the Pharisees, outrages, unkind words, insults, 
yea, all Thy sorrows are renewed, strength fails Thee, 
and Thou renewest Thy love, Thy obedience, and the 
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desire Thou hadst to suffer for me. Let all creatures 
bless, adore, glorify and love Thee ; for Thou, O my 
Divine Saviour, bearest on this Gross all the sins of 
the world, and it is that which makes Thy burden so 
heavy. 

"Whilst Thou didst walk upon earth, Thy Sighs reached 
heaven, and drew down Thy Eatheb's Mercy upon 
poor sinners ; and Thou didst open to them the path of 
glory, which had been till then unknown in the world. 
Thou didst maintain a deep silence, but this silence was 
heard from afar, inviting all men to follow Thee. It 
was in this particular that Thou didst appear the 
Leader of all the just, and declaredst war against sin, 
hell, and the flesh. It was in this that Thou dis- 
co veredst the secrets of Thy love, and confirmedst by 
Thy Example that which Thou hadst so often taught 
by Thy precepts. Whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after Me, cannot be My disciple, S. Luke xiv. 
27 ; S. Matt. xvi. 24. 

O Jesus, my Saviour, my King, my true life, and 
Sovereign good, suffer me not to be excluded from that 
blessed company, who have gone along the way of the 
Cross ; for, alas, what would become of me, if I go not 
therein ? and where would the way lead me in which 
I would go, if I am not in that of the Cross ? Lead 
me with Thee, Lobd, that I may never lose sight of 
Thee, or of Thy Cross. I would follow and imitate 
Thee, and would rather be crucified with Thee, than 
taste all the delights of life without Thee. 

My flesh, always feeble, groans under the Cross, 
and endeavours to detach itself from it ; but cannot the 
spirit of suffering, which Thou, Saviour, hast «&- 

£2 
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hibited, change this infirmity into courage, and ayer- 
sion into love ? O, when shall I love the Cross, and 
have all my happiness and consolation in suffering 
much for Thee ? Thou knowest, O XiOBB, that 1 walk 
more surely, that I approach nearer to Thee, and am 
more devout and faithful when the cross presses upon 
me, than when it leaves me. Although, therefore, the 
flesh rebels, regard not, Lobd, my complaints. Afflict 
and crucify me, only do Thou sustain my weakness, 
that I may be enabled to bear the Cross, which Thoa 
layest upon me, and never ask to be delivered from it. 
O God of love ! how rich and happy are they who 
follow Thee in bearing Thy Cross! The Cyrenian 
followed Thee, because Thou wilt always go first in 
suffering, that those who are crucified and afflicted, in 
seeing Thee before them, may be led, enlightened, 
and animated by Thy Example. 



O true form and state of a servant ! All Thy former 
actions, O Saviour, were, though painful, yet free ; 
this, as it is in itself servile, so it is tyrannously en- 
forced ; enforced more upon Thee by Thine own love 
to mankind than by their power and despite. It was 
Thy Fatheb that ** laid on Thee the iniquity of ua 
all ;" it was Thine Own mercy that caused Thee to 
bear our sins upon the Cross, and to bear the Cross, 
with the curse annexed to it, for our sins. 

All glory, praise, and adoration be to Thee, O Lobd 
my Saviour, "Who, for love of me, didst undergo great 
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suffering, from the stripping off the purple robe ; and 
amidst manifold reproaches and injuries didst bear 
Thy Cross with excessive pain upon Thy Sacred and 
lacerated Shoulders. O give me grace to embrace the 
Cross of self-denial, with ardent devotion, and to 
imitate the Example of Thy fervent Charity, and other 
Virtues ; and humbly to follow Thee even unto death. 
Mercifully grant, that when I put off the clothing of 
this earthly tabernacle, I may be clothed with the 
robe of perfect charity, and appearing adorned with 
Thy Merits, may through Thy Mercy, be received 
into the inheritance of Thy kingdom. Amen. 



PART IV.— THE CRUCIFIXION. 
1. The Lobb befuses the gall aistd yn^aAB. 

They gave Me also gall for My meat, and in My 
thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink. Ps. Ixix. 4. 



S. Matt, xzvii. 33, 34 ; S. Mark xv. 21, 22 ; S. Luke xxiiL 26—33 ; 
S. John xiz. 17. 

And therewere also two other, put to death. And when they 
malefactors, led with Him to be were come unto a '^Wfc C3^«\ 
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Golgotha, that is to say, a place gall ; and when He had tutei 
of a skull, they gave Him tiiereof. He would not drink. 
Tinegar to drink mingled witii 



How many are ta be found, who pamper their co^ 
ruptible bodies with various delicacies and excess in 
food, and think nothing of offending God by the nn 
of gluttony. Such become, from a Temple of God, a 
habitation of devils ; being regardless of TTia glorious 
Essence, they change the Divine similitude in their 
souls, into the likeness of an irrational brute. Thej 
fear not to destroy both soul and body, so that thej 
may gratify their sensual appetites ; and they daih 
offer to Cheist the bitterest gall. 

But devout men take food and drink with such dis- 
cretion and moderation, that it may be a help to them 
and not a hindrance in serving Qon ; and they re- 
ceive it with gratitude from their bountiful Creator. 

O Blessed Jestj, it had been disparagement enough 
to Thee to be seated with the best of men ; but to be 
matched with the scum of mankind, whom vengeanee 
would not let live, is such an indignity as confounds 
my thoughts. Surely there is no angel in heaven but 
would have been proud to attend Thee ; yet malice 
hath suited Thee with company next to hell, that their 
viciousness might reflect upon Thee', and their sin 

> See also Williams, p. 282. 
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might stain Thine innocence. But ye are deceired, O 
foul Judges! this is the way to grace your dying 
malefactors; this is not the way to disgrace Him, 
"Whose guiltlessness has triumphed over your injustice. 

Staler. 

O LoBD JEsrs, "Who, though wearied with the 
weight of Thy Cross upon Thy lacerated shoulders, 
and exhausted by Thy pains and fatigues, didst refuse 
the wine and myrrh which they offered Thee ; O give 
me grace to thirst after Thee and to delight in Thee, 
and the refreshments of Thy holy House for evermore. 
Amen. 



II. Thbt Cbtjcift Him- 

They pierced My Hands and My Peet ; I may tell 
all My bones. They stand staring and looking upon 
Me. They part My garments among them, and cast 
lots upon My vesture. Ps. xxii. 17, 18. 



S. John xix. 23, 24 ; S. Matt, xrvii. 35 ; S. Mark xv. 24—27 ; 
S. Luke xxiii. 34. 

And when they were come to on the right hand and the other 
Calvary, there they crucified on the left. Then the soldiers, 
Him, and the malefactors, one when they had crucified J&«^%^ 
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took His garments, and made the Scripture might he fulfiOed, 
four parts, to every soldier a which saith, They parted Mj 
part ; and also His coat : now raiment among them and for 
the coat was without seam woven My vesture did they cast lots. 
. from the top throughout. They These things therefore the sol- 
said therefore among themselves, diers did. And it was the third 
Let us not rend, but cast lots hour, and they crucified Him. 
for it, whose it shall be ; that 

Behold now, O my soul ! thy Gracious Redeemer, 
with inward compassion. Behold the King of Gloiy, 
Who clothes all things, the heavens with clouds, the 
earth with herbs and flowers, the trees with foliage, 
the beasts of the field, the fowls of the air, is Himself 
despoiled of His garments by His merciless persecu- 
tors. He meekly bears all their insults and scon, 
and beholds unmoved all their malice, hatred, and de- 
ceit, as they prepare to stretch Him on His Cross. 
The first man stretched out his hands to the forbidden 
tree, and approached it with his feet, and made the 
bond of our condemnation to the devil. Our Saviour, 
the Second Adam, to blot out that handwriting, to 
cancel that bond, would be nailed. Hands and Feet, to 
the tree of the saving Cross, with the nails of an invin- 
cible charity. How willingly does He mount the 
Cross! With what love does He endure all things 
for us ! With what patience does He obey, and how 
much was the Father pleased with His obedience! 
What was the sorrow and anguish of His Mother and 
friends, when they saw Him thus cruelly stretched 

1 See also Williams, p. 287. 



BETWEEN TWO THIEVES. 345 

upon the Cross ! See thou do not make nails for His 
Cross, nor wound the Lord's Hands or Feet, nor pierce 
His Heart by sowing discord among thy brethren, by 
refusing to give alms, or by loving theatres and taverns 
more than the church. 



The Mediator between G-ob and man hung between 
heaven and earth, to teach us to lift ourselves above 
the world, at least in meditation, as He said, " If I be 
lifted up/rom the earthy I will draw all men unto MeP 
Furthermore, He was suspended between two thieves, 
that He might be believed by all to be like them in 
crimes. But He refuses not to hang between those 
for whom He is willing to die ; as a Judge mercifully 
giving life to one, and to the other the just condemna- 
tion of eternal death. Thou, O Saviour ! wert made 
obedient unto death for me, even the death of the 
cross. Lust draws me to unlawful things ; Thy love 
for me drew Thee to the Cross. I took the forbidden 
fruit. Thou art lacerated with nails. Thy Hands that 
made me were pierced for my sins. May I no more 
stretch forth my hands to wickedness, but may Thy 
Blood purify my hands and their works, so that I may 
lift them up to Thee without wrath or uncleanness, 
and devote them to works of piety. Heal, O Lobd ! 
the wounds of my conscience, which I have inflicted 
on myself by works of pleasure. By Thy Blessed 
Feet, Whose Footstool is the earth, and which Thou 
didst suffer to be nailed to the Cross, I pray Thee 
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blot out the wanderings of mj feet, and make my 
steps perfect in Thj paths, that my footsteps slip not, 
but be ever firm in the ways of holiness. 



O JBsrs ! my Hope, and my Life ! if the excess of 
Thy love made Thee suffer so many griefs, as to shed 
the last drop of Thy Blood, to nail Thee to the Cross, 
there to die for me, how canst Thou, at this moment, 
refuse me the pardon of my sins, ha<3*ed of myself 
strength to conquer, the grace to love Thee, and never 
more to offend Thee P I am blind and ignorant^ en- 
lighten me, O Divine Light ! Grant that I may see 
myself as I am, that I may know what it is that 
hinders me from being Thine. I must hate all which 
displeases Thee, but this change must be Thy work; 
and Thy mercy is infinite. If I have not all the dis- 
positions Thou desirest, and if I offer not my whole 
heart to Thee, Thou canst give me the power ; for to 
this end Thou art my Eedeemer, and Thou so freelj 
sheddest Thy Precious Blood, only to supply my po- 
verty. Thou didst die naked on the Cross, stripped 
of all that earth can give.' Thou choosest nothing in 
this world but the Cross, ignominies, and death. When 
I consider Thou didst suffer this for me, I feel a strong 
desire to live alone to Thee, with my heart disengaged 
from all things below. 

Consider, O my soul, with what cruelty they at- 
tached thy Saviour to the Cross, and with what sweet- 
ness and submission He is extended there ; while they 
barbarously nailed Him by the Hands and Feet. 
Pray to Jestis to impress on thy heart a deqp sym- 
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pathy for all His sufferings and Agonies. Sofben, O 
my God, the hardness of m j heart, that it may become 
sensible to Thy Sorrows, to Thy Love, and to Thy 
hatred of sin, which has reduced Thee to this state. 

Jesus extended Himself upon the Cross, to be 
nailed there as an offering to the Eternal Fatheb, for 
our sins ; and although He was silent, yet that Spec- 
tacle pleaded to the Fathee, "O My Eatheb, 
accept My obedience, receive the Sacrifice which I 
offer for the salvation of all men, pardon sinners, for 
whom I satisfy. Kindle, in all hearts, the fire of Thy 
Love, bring wandering souls back again, and advance 
the glory of Thy Name. Grant to the world, not 
what it deserves, but what I ask for it, appease Thine 
anger, open the treasures of Thy mercy, and let not 
Thy grace fail in any, since I offer My Life for all. If 
men are unworthy of Thy goodness, I deserve that 
Thou shouldst draw them unto these Arms, which I 
extend to receive them. Come then to Me, all ye that 
are afflicted, and I will console you. Come to Me, all 
ye that are guilty, and I will pardon you. Come to 
Me, all ye who have wandered, and I will receive you. 
Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly of heart : and ye 
ghallfind reet unto your souUy 

Open my eyes, O my Saviour ! enlighten my mind, 
and soften my heart with Thy Love, that I may not be 
insensible to the pains Thou didst endure when they 
raised Thee upon the Cross, and all the weight of Thy 
Body was borne on Thy pierced Hands and Feet. 
And since Thou hast borne such sufferings for me, 
ought not I to hate and forsake sin, and be united 
with love to Thee P 
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I behold Thee, then, raised on the Cross, suspended 
between heaven and earth, exposed to the gaze of all 
men. I adore Thee, O Son of the liiving Qod ! 
G-OD of my heart ! O Life of my soul ! I adore Thee, 

Glory of the just, and Crown of the blessed! I 
adore Thee, O Source of Eternal blessings ! O Lamb 
of God ! Who takest away the sins of the world. I 
adore Thee, O Tree of Life, laden with all the fruits 
of grace and glory. I prostrate myself before Thee ; 

1 acknowledge that Thou art my only Hope, and that 
Thou possessest all the blessings which I can desire. 
If I am a slave. Thou art my Deliverer ; if I am poor 
Thou art infinitely rich ; I am a sinner, and Thou art 
my Saviour ; I am guilty, and Thou art merciful ; 1 
am lukewarm, and Thou art full of love. I find in 
Thee, O my Saviour, the remedy of all my evils and 
sins, and a Heart ever ready to succour me. O that 
I could love Thee more, and serve Thee better. Ee- 
member, O Gracious Jesu, that Thou didst promise, 
that when lifted up, Thou wouldst draw all men unto 
Thee. Although I am nothing before Thee, and my 
sins have made me less than nothing, I am, notwith- 
standing, Thy creature, and the work of Thy Hands. 
Since then the time is come when Thou wilt draw all 
men unto Thee, suifer me not to be an exception. 
Draw me to Thee, change me and unite me to Thyself 
my God. 

draper. 

O LoBD Jesus Chbist, the everlasting Sow of the 
Fatheb, Who, for love of men, didst suffer Thy Sacred 
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Body to be extended on the accursed Tree, and there 
to hang in Awful Agony, with Thy blessed Hands and 
Feet cruelly nailed to the Cross ; and in deep humi- 
liation wast placed between two vile malefactors; I 
adore Thee, I fall prostrate at Thy Feet and worship 
Thee, as my Lobd and my God ; I praise and magnify 
Thee with all the powers of my soul, for Thy humility 
and love. Give me grace, O Lobd, that I may, with 
a devout and grateful heart, meditate on this Thy 
boundless love, which made Thee willingly suifer Thy 
blessed Hands and Feet to be pierced for me ; and do 
Thou fill my heart with the love of Thee, that I may 
always sigh after Thee, meditate on, and talk of Thee, 
delight in Thee, as my only Hope, Consolation and 
Refuge. I bless Thee, O my Saviour, for thus freely 
shedding Thy precious Blood for me. O lift up my 
miserable soul, I beseech Thee, from the dust, and free 
it from all evil desires, that I may ardently love Thee. 
Wash me, O Lobd, with Thy Precious Blood ; heal 
and purify my heart ; cleanse it from all spot of sin, 
and grant that my inmost soul may be ever refreshed 
with Thy Life-giving Body and Blood, that in the 
strength of that Food, I may overcome all enemies, 
and go safely through this wilderness, to my heavenly 
inheritance. Amen. 



O Saviour of the world, "Who by Thy Cross and 
precious Blood hast redeemed us, save us, and help us, 
we humbly beseech Thee, O Lobd. 
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III. The Lobd pbats pob His Mxtbdsbxbs. 



&oiftl fiaxxsLiiht. 



S. Luke zxiii. 34. 



Then said Jesus, Father, And they parted His garments 
FORGiYB THEM, FOR THEY and cast lots. And the people 
KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. stood beholding. 



" 'FATBJ&n, forffive them.^* Keeping such meekneas 
under reproaches, showing such patience in torments, 
displaying such wonderful love and kindness to His 
crucifiersy He declared Himself the Son of that 
Fathbb, to Whom He prayed. What greator mi- 
racle than this benign piety ! this word of great pa- 
tience and meekness, of great love and ineffable good- 
ness, of great sweetness and pardon. Though beaten 
with Scourges, crowned with thorns, pierced ?dth 
^ails, Crucified, Med with reproaches, yet regardless 
of all pain. He says, Fatheb^ /or^toe them. Jjet no 
penitent despair. Let no unjust man refuse to for- 
give ; let no man refuse to pray for his enemies. The 
King of Glory, and Lobd of Hosts, lays aside all 
threats, and pardons all reproaches, blasphemies, inju- 
ries, yea, and His very murderers. He regards not 
His Own wrong, He feels not their revilings. He 

^ See also Williams, page 290. 
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sympathizes with them, by whom He suflfers, heals 
them by whom He is wounded; He solicits life for 
them by whom He is murdered. Lobd, I adore Thy 
Majesty ; I venerate Thy Death, I do not deride Thy 
Passion ; I contemplate Thy mercy, I do not scorn 
Thy miseries, let Thy holy Humanity intercede for 
me; let Thine unutterable mercy commend me to 
Thy Eathbb. Hear, O Fatheb of mercies, the 
prayer of Thy only Sow, and for His sake pardon all 
my sins ; for in committing them, I know not what I 
do. I am not worthy to be heard, but grant me this 
grace, for His sake Who is worthy. 



i&tt^itAtiQva. 

They have ever laid wait for Thee, and persecuted 
Thee and Thine ; they have treacherously taken Thee, 
and spitefully crucified Thee, and yet Thou didst pray 
for their pardon. O may I, in love to Thee, spare all 
who do me evil ; and do Thou pardon all my iniqui- 
ties. Often do I crucify Thee, by my sins, yet Thou 
knowest that I believe in Thee, confess Thee my 
LoBD and my Q-od, to Whom I pray, wretched and 
unworthy sinner that I am, for pardon of my sins. 



Most frequently did Chbist pray, and He taught 
His disciples to pray; but nowhere is He found to 
have prayed so mournfully and lovingly as when He 
prayed for His enemies on the Altar of the Ccq«»«^^r^^^ 
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Hands outstretched, and Feet transfixed, and with ftll 
His Members distended and wounded. For then 
poured He forth the most sweet prayer in His 
Fatheb's ears, that He would forgive those who were 
sinning against Him. Beware, therefore, wretched 
man, frail and full of faults, lest thou hurt or gricTe 
any, by unkind word or wicked deed, for whom Christ 
suifered and died ; for precious in His sight is eveiy 
soul which believes faithfully on Him, and truly keeps 
His commandments. Do thou, therefore, show cha- 
rity, and pray also to God thy Fatheb, that whom 
thou now hast as an adversary, thou mayest receive 
again as a reformed brother. But if he have done 
thee harm, forgive him from thy heart, for the love of 
Jesus Cheist, Who has in many things spared thee. 
For He was pitiful and merciful to all. He despised 
not the poor, He abhorred not the lepers, He derided 
not the weak. He soothed the sad, He appeased tiie 
angry. He bare with the perverse. He received the pe- 
nitent, instructed the wandering, defended the in- 
nocent, strengthened the wavering, showed chanty to 
all; and, what is more wondrous still, when stricken 
with blows and wounds, ceased not from prayer. 



They blaspheme Thee, Thou prayest for them ; they 
scorn. Thou pitiest; They sin against Thee, Thou 
prayest for their forgiveness ; they profess their 
malice. Thou pleadest their ignorance. O compassion 
without measure, fit for the Son of God, the Saviour of 
men. O Saviour, Thou couldst not but be heard. Those, 
who out of ignorance or simplicity thus persecuted 
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Thee, find the happy issue of Thine intercession. Now 
I see whence it was that three thousand souls werd 
converted soon after at one sermon. Now they have 
grace to know and confess whence they have both for^ 
giveness and salvation, and can recompense their blas- 
phemies with thanksgivings. "What sin is there, Lo]|d, 
whereof I can despair of remission ? or what offence 
can I be unwilling to remit, when Thou prayest for " 
the forgiveness of Thy murderers and blasphemers ? 

All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O com- 
passionate Saviour, Who, in the very height of Thine 
inexpressible Sufferings, didst show forth Thy bound- 
less love and pity, to those wicked men who crucified 
and mocked Thee, by praying for them, saying, Fatheb, 

rOBGIVB THEM, EOB THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO. 

Grant me, I pray Thee, O merciful Lobd, the grace of 
true meekness and patience, that after Thy precept 
and Example, I may love my enemies, do good to those 
who hate me, and pour forth humble and fervent sup- 
plication for those who injure and persecute me ; and 
may I, for love of Thee, pity and forgive them from 
my inmost heart. Amen. 



A A 
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IV. The Title ok the Cboss. 

S. John zix. 19 — 22. 

Then Pilate wrote a title, and Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin, 

put it on the Cross. And the Then said the Chief Priests of 

writing was, Jesus of Naza- the Jews to Pilate, Write not 

RETH, THE KiNO OF THE Jews. the King of the Jews ; bat that 

This title then read many of He said, lam King of the Jews, 

the Jews ; for the place where Pilate answered, What I hafe 

Jesus was crucified was nigh to written, I have written, 
the dty ; and it was written in 

It wa^ written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, that 
men of different tongues, met together at that feast, 
might read and understand the cause of His Death ; 
and that every tongue should confess, that Jssrs 
Christ is King of kings, and Loed of lords, to the 
Glory of God the Fathbb, and that every tongae 
should recount the treachery of the Jews ; and also to 
show that He was suffering for every people and was 
their everlasting Lobd. Pilate would not change the 
Title, though the Jews petitioned for it, for they saw 
that it redounded to their shame ; it told them that 
they had crucified their King. 

These three tongues proclaimed, this is the King of 

1 See also Williams, page 294. 
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all religions, of all wisdom, and of all power. These 
three nations claim pre-eminence in the Cross of 
Cheist, by which, devout and religious, wise and 
powerful men should be subjugated, and converted. 
"Whether the Jews will or not, diverse languages, 
every kingdom of the world, all worldly wisdom, all 
the sacrifices of the Divine Law testify, that Jesus is 
the King of the Jews, the Lord of believers, of all 
who confess God. When He had conquered the 
devil, it was written over His Head, This is the King 
of the Jews, viz., of such as are crucified in heart and 
spirit; and by this it is shown that even in death He 
is King of the Jews ; even in death He did not lose 
His Kingdom, but gained over true Jews, such, that 
is, as confess Him in heart, in mouth, and in deed. 



O Lord, we would read the title on Thy Cross as 
true Jews ; that is, confess Thee to be the King of 
kings, the Lord Christ. We read it not with 
scorning, but with devout meditation, impressing it 
upon our hearts, and always bearing it as a shield 
against all temptations ! for this is the triumphal 
title of Victory, appointed by Thee, O Lord, to break 
by the virtue of Thy Cross, all the power of the 
enemy. O Lord Jesits, we confess Thee to be the 
true Saviour and Redeemer of the world; and we 
humbly implore Thee to heal our souls, and purge 
out every spot of sin. Thou art the Nazarene, i. e., 
flourishing ; O make us to flourish in all virtue. We 
aa2 
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also confess Thee as our true King, to Whom all power 
in heaven and earth is given ; receive us as children 
of faithful Abraham, and reign in us as our King and 
Saviour, look upon us in mercy, and exalt us at last to 
Thy eternal kingdom, and make us co-heirs with Thee 
in the kingdom of Thy Eatheb. 

5Pra»er. 

All praise and glory be to Thee, O Lobb Jxars, 
King of kings, Lobd of lords, Who didst vouchsafe 
to have a title affixed to Thy Cross as a trophy of 
victory, that beholding it we might strenuously fight 
against our spiritual enemies. Protect me, O Lobd, 
against all the snares and wiles of the devil ; teach 
me, by that title, to vanquish every temptation, and 
to subdue all my sins, that having overcome them by 
Thy grace, I may give all the praise and glory to Thee, 
through Whom alone all victory is obtained. Amen. 



V. The Lobd beyiled otx the Cboss. 

I am a worm, and no man ; a reproach of men, and 
despised of the people. All that see Me laugh Me to 
scorn ; they shoot out Jbhe lip, they shake the head, 
saying. He trusted in the Lobd that He would deliver 
Him : let Him deliver Him, if He delight in Him. 
Ps. xxii. 6—8. 
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<SodpfI Harmon tf. 

S. Matt, xzvii. 39 — 13 ; S. Mark xv. 28—32 ; S. Luke xxiii. 
33—37. 

And they that passed by re- be the King of Israel, let Him 

yiled Him, wagging their heads, come down from the Cross, and 

and saying, Thou that destroyest we will believe in Him. He 

the temple, and buildest it in trusted in God ; let Him de- 

three days, save Thyself. If liver Him now, if He will have 

Thou be the Son of God, come Him ; for He said, I am the 

down from the Cross. Likewise Son of God. And the soldiers 

also the chief priests mocking also mocked Him, coming to 

Him, with the Scribes and £1- Him, and offering Him vinegar, 

ders, said. He saved others, and saying, If Thou be the King 

Himself He cannot save. If He of the Jews, save Thyself. 

JftrfleftionjJ.^ 

If Thou be the Son of God, come down from the Cross. 
Had He yielded to their insults, and come down, 
would not have shown us the virtue of patience. He 
waited a little, He endured reproaches, He bore 
mockery. He preserved His patience. Though He 
would not come down from the Cross, He rose from 
the grave, which was more. It was more to destroy 
death by rising again, than to preserve His Life by 
coming down. See, too, in those words of the sons of 
Belial, how they imitate their feather's voice. He said. 
If Thou be the Son of God, east Thyself down ; and 
they said, in like manner. If Thou be the Son of God, 
come down. He would not come down, because He is 
the Cheist, the Chosen of God. He came down 
from Heaven to be crucified for us, therefore He 

1 See also Williams, p. 307. 
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would not save Himself by coining down; for He 
would save, by His Death, even those who crucified 
Him, as well as other sinners. 

O wretched men ! He might save Himself if He 
would; rather should they pray, Save us, who need 
it, not Thyself; for Thou art the Saviour of all. But 
He would teach us to persevere in tribulations ; they 
were not satisfied with crucifying, without mockiDg 
Him; so many are not satisfied with crucifyiog 
Chbist with their sins, unless they mock Him by 
repeating them and glorying in them. O Saviour, 
Thine ear was more painfully pierced than Thy brows, 
or hands, or feet. It could not but go deep into Thy 
soul, to hear those bitter reproaches from them Thoa 
camest to save. Lo, Thou that art the Mediator 
betwixt QoD and man, the Reconciler of heaven and 
earth, art lifted up between both. Thou that art the 
great Captain of our salvation, the Conqueror of all 
the adverse powers of death and hell, art exalted upon 
this triumphal chariot of the Cross, that Thou 
mightest trample upon death. Those arms which 
Thine enemies meant violently to extend, are stretched 
forth for the embracing of all mankind that shall come 
in for the benefit of Thy all-sufficient redemption. 
Even while Thou sufferest, Thou reignest. O the 
impotent madness of silly men ! they think to disgrace 
Thee with wry faces, with tongues put out, with bitter 
scoffs, with wretched indignities ; when, in the mean 
time, the heavens declare Thy righteousness, O Lobd, 
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and the earth shows forth Thy power. The sun hides 
his light, as not abiding to see the sufferings of. his 
Creator ; the earth trembles under the sense of the 
wrong done her Maker, all the frame of the world 
acknowledges the dominion of that Son of God, 
Whom man despiseth. 

draper. 

All praise, honour, and glory be to Thee, O Chbist, 
Who, whilst enduring the incomprehensible sufferings 
and unspeakable agonies of the Cross, wast wantonly 
insulted by the Jews, who reviled Thee with impious 
blasphemies. Qrant, O Lobd, that I, remembering 
Thy humility, meekness, and patience, Thy sorrows, 
reproaches, persecutions, and contumelies, may pa- 
tiently bear contempt and reproach. Suffer no 
assaults of temptation, no storms of adversity, no 
furious reproaches, to drive me from a holy resolution 
of serving Thee ; that neither death, nor life, nor things 
present, nor things to come,, may separate me from 
Thy love. Amen. 



VI. The Penitent Thief. 
6oiptl fiartattlif. 

S. Luke uiii. 39—43. 

And one of the malefactors. But the other answering re- 

which were hanged, railed on buked him, saying, Dost not 

Him, saying. If Thou be thou fear God, seeing thou art 

Christ, save Thyself and us. in the same condem\3LA<dssv).\ 
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And we indeed justly; for we me when Thou comest into Thy 

receive the due reward of our Kingdom. And Jbsus aid 

deeds, but this Man hath done unto him. Verily I joy wUt 

nothing amiss. And he said thee, To-day thaUthfmhtwlk 

unto Jesus y Lord, remember Me in Paradise. 



TO-DAT SHALT THOTT BE WITH Me DT FaSADISE. 

I believe, Lobd, I believe surely that where Thou 
wilt, and where Thou art, there is Paradise ; and to be 
with Thee is to be in Paradise. O how blessed are they 
who are with Thee! for they are in Paradise indeed! 
they are indeed at rest, who are with Thee in faith and 
love. What consolation for penitents, for them who con- 
fess their sins! He who confesseth with pure and de- 
vout heart is immediately with the Lobd in Paradise, by 
grace ; and hereafter will be in glory, in rest and peace 
of conscience. How lavish is Chbist to-day ; for a 
short prayer, He gives a kingdom to a robber, heaven 
to a crucified criminal. Paradise to a condemned male- 
factor. Here is the example of perfect hope and con- 
iidence, that no sinner should despair either in life or 
in death, however numerous his sins have been. By 
his own testimony he deserved death, yet he obtained 
pardon. He offered his heart and tongue, all he oould 
to God; perfect contrition of heart, pure and true 
confession of tongue, and so he obtained mercy. Yet 
let none delay his repentance till death by the example 
of this robber. The privileges of a few do not make a 
general law ; few repent on a death-bed. The promiae 

^ Espedally see WiOiams, p. 317. 
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of Paradise was not given to Abraham, to the Eathers, 
to the Prophets, but to this robber first. Abraham 
believed in God, not in such a lowly condition, but 
speaking from heaven. Isaiah believed in Him, but 
sitting on His high and lofty throne. Ezekiel believed 
in Him, but in His Qlory above the Cherubim. Moses 
believed in Him, but speaking from the midst of the 
fire. But the robber saw his Saviour, not on His 
regal Throne, but associated in punishment with rob- 
bers. He sees Him hanging on the Cross, and prays 
to Him as sitting in heaven. He sees Him condemned, 
and calls upon Him as his King. The Jews, who 
knew the Law and the Prophets, crucified Him: 
whence, O robber, wast thou so wise ? He proclaimed 
the innocence of Jestts, and had the courage to declare 
before all the people, that the priests had done wrong 
in accusing, and Pilate in condemning Him. 

O admirable man ! who wast not ashamed to con- 
fess that Jestts was innocent, when all the world had 
condemned Him as guilty : who, while His Apostles 
fled. His disciples and friends hid themselves, and 
said not a word for fear of the Jews, is the only being 
who dares to confess Him. 

O my Saviour ! it is now that Thou fulfillest Thine 
Own word, where Thou say est, ** Whosoever shall confess 
Me before men, him will I also confess before My Fatheb 
cmd His Angels, ^^ Give me grace to confess Thee 
before all the world. Thou, by Thy sweetness and 
charity didst convert this thief ; assist me to do like 
miracles, to practise the same virtues, and to have 
power at the same time, to edify my neighbour and 
silence the wicked. 
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iHttiitatiowsi. 

O Merciful Patheb, remember me in Thy itingdom. 
I am worthy of the punishment of hell ; I am a vile 
robber and have slain myself and others in soul: bat 
do Thou, LoBD, remember me for good. I adore Thee 
Whom the robber adored, I pray, as he prayed. Be- 
member me, Lobd, when Thou earnest into Thy Kingdom. 
Call to mind this prayer, O Loed, as Thou didst in 
the robber, accept it from Thy servant. Bemember 
me &om Thy Kingdom, as Thou didst him from the 
Cross. Speak, Loed, to Thy servant, speak to mj 
heart, say imto my soul, To-day ehalt thou be with Me 
in Paradise ; that being comforted by Thy most wrfr 
come promise, I may continue in Thy faith and lofe. 
In the brightness of faith, and confession of Thee, 
may I be one spirit with Thee, so shall I be with Thee 
in Paradise, if on earth ; and taste the delights of 
Thy love, with which Thou refreshest the spirits of 
the blessed in Paradise; for truly to taste of Thy love 
is to be with Thee. O make me so to live, that at 
length, when it shall please Thy mercy, Thou mayest 
say to my soul. To-day shalt thou be with Me in Para- 
dise, 



How admirable is Thy goodness, O my I>i?ine 
Saviour! What attractions Thou hast for sinners! 
Thy looks convert soiils ; Thy words soften the hard 
hearts ; Thy conversations recall the wandering, and 
Thy Presence binds them with the chains of love. 
Thou art ever good, ever faithful, ever bounteous. 
Thou hast entirely sacrificed Thyself for our salvation; 
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and Thou failest in nothing, to testify Thy love to us, 
and to call forth ours to Thee. Thou didst sanctify 
the penitent Magdalene at Thy feet, Zaccheus in en- 
tering his house, S. Matthew in calling him, S, Paiil 
in reproaching him with unjust persecution, and S. 
Peter with a look. 

Thou hast eaten with sinners, Thou hast sought 
them with eagerness, received them with mercy, de- 
fended them with goodness, and enriched them with 
munificence. Thou didst justify the publican, and 
give pardon to the thief. Thou hast left no sinner 
without remedy, and those who perish can attribute 
their loss only to their own obstinacy. Thou hast 
given Thyself for them, wept for them, expiated their 
sins, endured the punishment which they merited, and 
showed, on all occasions, how sensible Thou wert to the 
misfortunes, which they had brought upon themselves. 

To the penitent thief on Thy right Hand, Thou 
didst promise Paradise ; whilst his companion blas- 
phemed Thee. O King of Glory ! O King of Para- 
dise ! O Shepherd of my soul ! behold a sinner, not 
less guilty than him on Thy left, and not less deserv- 
ing the punishment which he endures, I have wasted 
the talents of nature and grace, which Thou hast given 
me, and instead of using them in Thy service, I have 
abused them to offend Thee, I have robbed Thee of 
Thy glory, by my pride and vanity, and in attributing 
to my own works and merits, what is alone due to 
Thy grace and mercy. I have often sinned against 
Thee in preferring the illusions of the world, to Thy 
holy truths, and have been corrupted by the solici- 
tations of self-love. My life, alas! has only beei^. ^ 
Buccession of actions wortVxy oi AeaSJa.* "BfexcL^^s^^^ 
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Thou me, O Loed, from Thy Kingdom, and grant me 
to be now the companion of Thy Cross, that I may 
one day enter into Thy glory. But I scarcely dare 
ask it, LoBD, that Thou shouldst give me this grace 
which Thou didst to the penitent thief; for I know 
how unworthy I am. I acknowledge that my sins 
have deserved the most ignominious Cross, and that it 
is necessary to try me by all kinds of affliction, there- 
fore I ask Thee to bind me to Thy Cross. It is true 
that nothing is nearer Paradise than the Cross ; it is 
the most assured pledge of Thy glory, the channel of 
Thy mercy, and the throne of Thy lioye ; but after all, 
it is the way that I ought to follow, and not the end to 
which I should aspire ; for it is not right to desire the 
end, without wishing to walk in the way which leads 
to it. 

jPragtr. 

O LoED Jesus, my Saviour, I praise Thee, I bleas 
and adore Thee, I give thanks to Thee, and ever mag- 
nify Thy holy Name, for this instance of Thy mercy 
to sinners, in that Thou didst graciously promise the 
glory of Paradise to the Penitent thief, who acknow- 
ledged his sins, and confessed Thee his Gt>]> and 
Saviour. O mercifully look upon me with those Eyes 
of compassion, which Thou didst turn upon this thief, 
that I may be brought to saving penitence ; and grant 
that, by the help of Thy grace, I may so faithiully 
serve Thee in holiness and righteousness all my days, 
and so devoutly love Thee, that at the end of my Hfe 
I may be found meet to hear that most blessed promise 
from Thee, O Holy Bedeemer, To-day skaU thou be with 
Me $M Paradiae. Amen, e??«u ^o, oonsA) \j«vi^ Jesvs. 
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VII. The Blessed Yiegik at the Ceoss. 



Yea, a Sword shall pierce through thy own soul 
also. S. Luke ii. 35. 



S. John xiz. 25—27. 

Now there stood by the Crosi He saith unto His mother, 

of Jesus, His mother, and His Woman, behold thy son. Then 

mother's sister, Mary, the wife saith He to the disciple, Behold 

of Cleophas, and Mary Magda- thy mother. And from that 

lene. When Jesus therefore hour that disciple took her unto 

saw His mother, and the disciple his own home, 
standing by, whom He loved, 



But above all other, O thou Blessed Yirgin, the 
holy Mother of our Lobd, how many swords pierced 
thy soul, while, standing close by His Cross, thou 
sawest thy dear Son and Saviour, thus indignly used, 
thus stripped, thus stretched, thus nailed, thus bleed- 
ing, thus dying, thus pierced ! how wert thou cruci- 
fied with Him ! The care that He took for thee in 
the extremity of His torments, could not but melt the 
heart into sorrow'; but O, when in the height of His 

1 Bp. Hall. See also WiUiaxns, page 329. 
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pain and misery, thou heardest Kim cry out, My God, 
Jtfy QoD, whi/ hast Thou forsaken Me ? what a cold 
horror possessed thy soul ! 

He, Who had fore-promised in three days to raise 
up the ruined Temple of His Body, had, douhtless, 
given more full intimation unto thee, who hadst so 
great a share in that sacred Body of His. Lo, that 
faith of thine in His ensuing resurrection, and in His 
triumph over death, gives thee life, and cheers up thy 
drooping soul, and bids it in a holy confidence, to 
triumph over all thy fears and sorrows ; and Him 
Whom thou seest dead and despised, represents unto 
thee living, immortal, glorious. 



YIII. The Dabekess : and Jesus Cbtiko with 
A Loud Voice. 

See Psalm xxi. 1. 
dof^pel Hatmong. 

S. Matt, zzvii. 45—49 ; S. Mark zv. 33—36 ; S. Luke xxiii. 44. 
Now from the sixth hour there heard that, said. Behold, He 



was darkness over all the land, calleth for Elias ; and 

until the ninth hour. And about diately one of them ran, and 

the ninth hour, Jesus cried with took a sponge, and filled it with 

a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, vinegar, and put it on a reed, 

lamasabachthani? thatistosay, and gave Him to drink. The 

My God, My God, why hast rest said* Let be,letu8§eewhe- 

Thou forsaken Me ? Some of ther Elias will come to save 

those that stood by when they Him. 
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From the sixth to the ninth hour there was darkness 
over the whole land. How many, at these hours, 
smite Thee in the darkness of pleasures ! for in their 
ingratitude, they little think what Cheist suffered 
then. The Sun sympathized with Thee, O Lobd 
Jesu, in Thy dying hours ; make me to sympathize 
with Thee, that in life, I rejoice not in the light of 
temporal glory, nor long for the days of men ; but 
desire Thy day with all the ardour of my soul. 



Eloi, Eloiy lama sabachthani ? Learn from this, the , 
power of prayer, as a shield against temptation, in the 
hour of tribulation. The Lobd prayed in the garden ; 
He prays abo on the Cross ; for prayer is our refuge 
and succour in danger. Mount, O my soul, this 
tower and fort of prayer ; it is the unguent of the 
sick, the shield of the weak, the perfume of the citizens 
of heaven. In all thy tribulations have recourse to 
God ; complain to Him of thy desolation, that He 
may look upon thee, and not despise nor abhor thy 
low estate, but succour and deliver thy soul ; that 
feeling thyself saved by His mercy, thou mayest sing 
His glory and praise. 

;^tittationf(. 

O Thou True Consoler of afflicted hearts ! only 
Hope of depressed spirits ! Faithful Lover of deso- 
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late soiils ! O Jesits, the strength of the feeble, and 
Eefuge of the forsaken, what then is this abyss of 
grief into which I see Thee plunged ! Thou didst 
accept, with submission and love, the forsaking to 
which Thy Fatheb subjected Thee. Thou didst sus- 
tain Thy Holy Humanity in this terrible conflict; 
Thou didst withhold from it all the consolations whieb 
Thou couldst have communicated to it, because Thou 
woiddst suffer without consolation. Thou didst send 
Thy Mother from the Cross ; Thou didst suffer Thy 
disciples to forsake Thee ; Thou didst conceal Thy In- 
finite Power, that Thine enemies, seeing only weak- 
ness in Thee, might overwhelm Thee with impunity. 
Thou wast fixed to the Cross as a malefactor, an im- 
postor, a seducer, and disturber of the public peace, as 
the most wicked of men ; naked, covered with wounds, 
and suffering in every part of Thy Body, aband(Mied 
by all the world, and even forsaken by Thy Fathis. 
It is true, that all these sufferings were Thy Own 
choice ; but they are not the less grievous, since they 
oblige Thee to have recourse to Thy Pathsb with 
words so deep and touching. 

Is it possible that I dare complaua when I am de- 
prived of heavenly consolations, since I see Thee in 
such great desolation P But, alas I I am so miseraUe, 
that when Thou withd rawest Thy consolations, I bo(hi 
think myself forgotten, rejected, and abandoned by 
Thee, O my God ! and instead of seeking Thee more 
ardently, I go and seek vain consolations from my fel- 
low creatures. I doubt Thy goodness, though I see 
Thee have recourse to Thy Eatheb, remain on the 
cross, and suffer the agonies of death, until Thou hast 
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accomplished, bj Thy Death, all the dispensations of 
the eternal counsels. When Thou dost comfort me 
I make great promises ; I offer to suffer in Thy ser- 
vice, and to give myself up to Thee, and even ask the 
cross, from a desire to be like Thee ; but if Thou hidest 
Thy Face, if Thou givest me that which, in my abun- 
dance I ask for, I fall into despondency, and imagine 
that I have lost Thy grace, and exhausted Thy mer- 
cies and patience. Ought I not at least to remember, 
O my Saviour! that in the extreme desolation to 
which Thou wast reduced. Thou didst not cease to be 
the Son of God, and that Thou hadst lost nothing of 
the infinite treasures of grace, which are hidden in Thee? 
How miserable, feeble, eartlily, grovelling, inconstant, 
blind, ungrateful am I ! How imperfect and selfish 
is my love ! purify it, Lobd, by Thy own. O desolate 
Jesus ! Thou art Thyself the refuge of desolate souls ! 
Thy love teaches me, that from Thy desertion I ought 
to draw all the strength which I need to support my 
own. Thou hast given me life by Thy Death, and 
hast delivered me by Thy Pains from those which 
were due to me ; and Thou hast also merited, by Thy 
desertion, that my heavenly Fatheb abandon me 
not ; and He is never nearer me by His mercy, than 
when I am most cast down by the withdrawal of ^ His 
consolations. 

Jprajer* 

All praise, honour and glory be to Thee, O Lobd 
my Eedeemer, Who with Thy sacred Body grievously- 
afflicted, and Thy Head crowned with thorns, didst 

B B^ 
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profess Thyself destitute of all consolation. Omnt 
that in all sorrow and desolation of spirit, I may flee to 
Thee, most holy Fatheb, with firm faith ; and wholly 
distrusting myself may believe and hope in Thee alone, 
and resign myself wholly to Thee. Impress upon my 
inmost soul, O Lobd, the memory of Thy wounds, 
imprint them on my heart, and cleacnse my soul with 
Thy most precious Blood, and so draw me after Thee, 
that I may seek, find, and possess Thee as my portion 
for ever. Amen. 



IX. Jestjs Thibsts. 
&oiiftl iBartattbe. 

S. John xix. 28, 29. 

After this, Jesus knowing yessel Ml of yinegar : and diey 

that all things were now ac- filled a sponge with Tinegar, 

cqmplished, that the Scriptore and put it upon hyssop, and pat 

might be fulfilled, saith, I it to His mouth. 
TBiBST. Now there was set a 

SUQecttonf^, 

This thirst is expressive of His ardent longing for 
our salvation. He saith not, I am pained, but, I tkint 
For what doth He thirst P For thy £uth, thy salyation, 
thy joy. The torture of thy soiil possesses Him, more 
than that of His Own Body : pity thyself, if thou wilt 
not Him. Thou, merciful Jssxr ! sayest nothing of 
Thy crown of thorns, nothing of Thy Ciobs, or Thy 
Wounds, but only, I thirst. 
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Thou sufferest another tliirst, than that which was 
evident to the eyes of men ; and this, O my Saviour ! 
is not yet quenched. Thou still feelest it, and wilt 
continue to do so to the end of the world ; it is the 
thirst for the salvation of men, which will only be satis- 
fied when after having overwhelmed them with Thy 
blessings, Thou shalt behold them reigning with Thee 
eternally. How many times have I offered Thee, O 
Saviour ! the vinegar and gall instead of the love I 
owe Thee ; but why do I not love Thee with all my 
heart ? since Thou hast created my soul to hunger and 
thirst after the Sovereign Qood, it cannot be satisfied 
with perishable benefits, they can only aggravate its 
cravings, as Thou alone canst satisfy both. Thou re- 
fuseet the gall and vinegar which they offer Thee, for 
Thou thirstest for my salvation. I experience some- 
thing like it, LoBD ; I taste in vain the refreshments 
that Thy creatures offer, and I find only bitterness ; 
my thirst is not quenched, because it can only be ap- 
peased by Thyself alone. Porget, O Lobd, the blind- 
ness in which I have lived. I come to Thee, I sigh 
after Thee, in Thee only can I find healing and rest 
for my soul. There is nothing that Thou wouldst not 
Buffer for the saving of our souls ; Thou didst thirst, 
and they bring Thee vinegar and gall. O my Saviour, 
Thou didst submit to this because Thou knewest how 
negligent I should be in Thy service, careless of pleas- 
ing Thee, opposed to Thy will, disregarding Thy pre- 
cepts, rebellious to Thy inspirations, ungrateful for 
bb2 
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Thy benefits, unfaithful in my promises, inconstant in 
my resolutions. I am full of self-esteem and self-love, 
continually attached to the world and the flesh. I see 
truly, that in refusing this gall and vinegar. Thou dost 
condemn my unruly appetites. I conjure Thee, 
my God, by this thirst which Thou didst endure, by 
the gall, myrrh and vinegar, which they offered Thee, 
to root out from my heart the love of the world. 
May I be crucified to the world, and the world to me, 
so that I may look upon it as the enemy of my soul. 
I implore Thee, O Divine Saviour ! by the grief and 
pain Thou didst suffer, to grant me an ardent thirst 
for righteousness, and give me the living waters, which 
alone can quench it. 



Even so, Lobd, Thou that wouldst die for us, 
wouldst thirst for us, O give me to thirst after those 
waters which Thou promisest. (S. John vii. 37, 38.) 
O give me to thirst after that precious water ; and so 
do Thou give me of that water of Life, that I may 
never thirst again. 

JPra^er. 

All praise, adoration, and thanksgiving be unto 
Thee, O Son of the living God, Who, when consum- 
mating the work of our redemption, didst suffer thirst, 
and didst offer Thyself upon the Cross as a holy and 
living Sacrifice for the sins of all men ; O grant, I be- 
seech Thee, that this may be the end of all my thoughts, 
words, and works, that I may seek Thy honour and 
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glory with a single and sincere intention, and desire 
nothing J)eside Thee. Allay in me wholly this thirst 
of fleshly lusts, and all the feverishness of the world's 
pleasures, and quicken me by Thy grace, that I may 
never grow cold, weary, or faint in Thy service ; but 
being renewed in the spirit of my mind, I may be 
daily more and more kindled to love, serve, and praise 
Thee, my All in all. Amen. 



X. The CoiirsuMMATioir. 

S. Matt, xxvii. 50—52 ; S. Mark xv. 35, 36 ; S. Luke xxiii 45, 
46 ; S. John jdx. 30. 
When Jesus, therefore, had up the Ghost. And, behold, 
received the yinegar. He said, the veil of the temple was rent 
It is finished ; and when in twain from the top to the 
He had cried again with a loud bottom ; and the earth did 
voice, He said, Father, into quake, and the rocks rent ; and 
Thy Hands I commend My the graves were opened; and 
Spirit. And having said thus, many bodies of the saints which 
He bowed His Head and gave slept arose. 

'*It is finished," all My work; all that the Law 
and the Prophets had foretold of Me — all that had 
been written — all the work of man's redemption — all 
that I had to do in this world — all punishment and 
torture is ended ; all warfare is accomplished — all toil 

1 See also Williams, p. 358—376. 
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and pain is ended. The time that I had to pass 
among men for My Fatheb's glory, for the,good of 
the faithful, is now ended : the obedience due to My 
Eatheb, is completed — the fulness of the moet bitter 
Passion is consummated. The remedy of our 8al?a- 
tion is found ; all the effects of Adam's tasting the 
forbidden fruit, (the cause of our perdition) are dond 
away, by this tree, on which all is finished. May I, 
in the hour of death, be able to say the same — " Lo, 
I have finished the work which Thou gavest me to do, 
and now I come to Thee, my Lobd and Master, Jesus 
Chbist. May I have grace to see Thee, face to face, 
and to see the end of all perfection." 



He bowed His Head, and gave up the Ghost ; teach- 
ing us to die with Him ; and die to the world and 
sin, if we would live with Him in eternal life. Into 
Thy Hands I commend My Spirit ; teaching us what 
to do in the hour of temptation, and in the agonies of 
death ; to put our help and trust in Q-OD, to call upon 
Him, and commend our spirits to Him. "What is my 
hope ? truly in the Lobd, and in His Death, which is 
my merit, my refuge, salvation, life, and resurrection. 

O good Shepherd ! the hour is come when Thou 
didst give Thy Life for the sheep, and commend Thy 
Spirit into the hands of Thy Fatheb. Pardon me, 
O my God, all the sins that I have committed : after 
having done, sufiered, and prayed so much for me 
during Thy sojourn upon earth, wilt Thou refuse the 
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pardon which I ask ? I confess, O Lobd, at the foot 
of Thj cross, that, as an unnatural child, I ha^e 
sinned against Thee, Fatheb, full of goodness! 
As an unfiftithful servant I have ill served Thee, the 
best of all Masters! As a lukewarm and slothful 
friend I have forsaken Thee, O true Life of my soul ! 

Thou, O Jesus, my hope and my Saviour, dost give 
up the Ghost. Thou goest vnth the thief to give him 
the Paradise which Thou hast promised him. Thou 
goest, O Divine Consoler, to break the gates of hell, 
and to liberate the souls that were bound. Destroy 
by Thy death, the fear of ours, that it become sweet to 
us, since it is through it that we come to Thee. Open 
the way that until now has been closed. 'Regard the 
desire I have to see Thee all glorious, immortal, im- 
passible, shining with light and with majesty. In ris- 
ing again. Thou givest life to my soul, it shall revive 
with Thee, to possess Thee, and to be possessed of 
Thee, to lose itself, and to be transformed in Thee, O 
Jesus, my Sovereign Good. 

O LoBD Jesus Cheist, I adore and praise Thee, I 
glorify Thee, I bless and give thanks unto Thee, 
SoK of the Living Gon, for Thy great love in tasting 
death for us. In laying down Thy Life for Thy sheep. 
Thou didst show Thyself to be the Good Shepherd, 
Thou didst die, O only-begotten Son of God ! Thou 
didst die, O my Saviour ! that I might live for ever. 
O what hope ! what assurance is laid up for me in 
Thy Death, and in the shedding of Thy Blood ! I 
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glorify and give thanks to Thee, O my Saviour ! with 
my whole soul. Grant that I may entirely die to all 
sin, and evil desires, and think of, and know Thee 
only ; so that being adorned with Thy grace, clothed 
with Thy merits, and filled with holy charity, I may, 
at the close of my life come to Thee. 

O Blessed Jestj, by Thy bitter passion and death, 
grant to the living pardon and grace, and to the faith- 
ful departed eternal rest and peace with Thee. Amen. 



XI. The Speotatobs at the Cboss. 
doitpil 1^armonj>. 

. S. Matt, xxvii. 54—56 ; S. Mark xv. 39—41 ; S. Luke xxm. 
46—49. 

' Now when the Centurion, and And all His acquaintance, tnd 

they that were with him, watch- the women, stood afar off, 

ing Jesus, saw the earthquake, beholding these things ; among 

and those things that were done, whom was Mary Magdalene, 

they feared greatly, and he glo- and Mary the mother of James 

rified God, saying. Truly this and Joses, and the mother of 

ManwastheSoNof God. And Zebedee's children, who fol- 

all the people that came toge- lowed Jesus from Gralilee, mi- 

ther to that sight, beholding the nistering unto Him ; and many 

lyings which were done, smote other women who came up with 

their breasts and returned. Him unto Jerusalem. 

Truly this was a Righteous Man ! O hearts of Jews, 
harder than the rocks! The judge declares, the 
> For Reflections, see Williams. 
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servant believes, the traitor condemns his guilt by his 
death, the elements flee, the earth quakes, the graves 
are opened, but the hardness of the Jews remains un- 
moved though the whole world is shaken. Think, 
thou ransomed man. Who and What He is, Who hung 
on the Cross for thee, Whose Death heaven and earth 
mourn. Whose Death quickens the dead, and Whom 
all creation confesses as its Lobd. The sun is dark- 
ened, and the whole earth is moved, but wretched 
man, for whom alone Chbist suffered, sympathizes 
not. Chbist was lifted up on high to be seen by all. 
He cried with a loud Voice to be heard by all! he 
that is not moved at this Voice is heavier than earth, 
harder than rocks, more unclean than sepulchres. 

O LoBD Jesits, the King of Glory, the Creator and 
Preserver of heaven and earth, at Whose Death the 
sun hid his light, the veil of the Temple was rent, the 
earth trembled, the rocks rent, the graves opened, and 
the bodies of the saints started into life ; Let not the 
light of Thy Grace ever forsake me, O Sun of Eighte- 
ousness, my Gon ! but may it continually enlighten 
the deepest recesses of my heart, so that the veil of 
hypocrisy may be entirely drawn from it, and I may 
serve Thee cheerfully and unreservedly. Make my 
soul tremble with deep and saving penitence, and 
break my stony heart, so that being thoroughly re- 
newed in the inner man, I may lightly esteem all 
perishing things, and love those which are heavenly, 
with my whole heart. Amen. 
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XII. The Wateb aitd the Blood. 

See Psalm xkxiy. 20. 
doitpfl ^arrattbe. 

S. John xix. 31—37. 

The Jews therefore, be<»iii8e legs. But one of the soldien 

it was the preparation, that the with a spear pierced His side, 

bodies should not remain upon and forthwith came thereout 

the cross on the Sabbath-day, Blood and Water. And he thai 

(for that Sabbath-day was a saw it bare record, and his le- 

high day,) besought Pilate that cord is true ; and he knowetb 

their legs might be broken, and that he saith true, that ye migbt 

that they might be taken away. believe. For these things were 

Then came the soldiers, and done that the Scripture shonki 

brake the legs of the first, and be fulfilled, A bone of Him 

of the other which was crucified shall not be broken. And again, 

with him. But when they came another Scripture saith, They 

to Jesus, and saw that He was shall look on Him Whom thej 

dead already, they brake not His pierced. 

Vititciionsi. 

And forthwith came out Blood and Water, the two 
Sacraments of the Church, to show that by Chbist's 
Passion we obtain full ablution from sin and stains : 
from sin by Blood, the price of our redemption ; from 
stains, by Water, the laver of our regeneration. " I 
will sprinkle upon you clean water, and ye shall be 
cleansed from all your filthiness." (Ezek. xxxvi. 25.) 
By the blood of the lamb, the houses were saved from 
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tbe smiting of the Angel ; and by the waters of fhe 
B«d Sea their enemies were drowned. The Blood to 
redeem the captive, the Water to wash the unclean. 
And, as from the side of Adam sleeping in Paradise, 
the woman, the type of the Church, is formed: so, 
from the Side of Chbist sleeping on the Cross, flowed 
Blood and Water, to consecrate His Church. May 
that lance be the lance of love to pierce our hard 
hearts. By Thy saving Wounds, O Lobd, from which 
flowed that most precious Blood, by which we are re- 
deemed, wound this sinful soul of mine, for which 
Thou didst vouchsafe to die ; wound it with Thy most 
mighty Love. Pierce my heart with Thy Love, that 
my soul may say to Thee, I am wounded with love. 
(Cant. iv. 9.) The Wound of Cheist is the door of 
Sacraments : so that the Evangelist used a thoughtful 
word, when he wrote, not, he smote, or wounded His 
Side, but opened (jjvoi^e for cVvf e, S. John xix. 34 ; the 
reading of the Vulg. and later Syriac, aperuit, and of 
SS. Chrysostom and Augustine ;) to signify that there 
the gate of life wa^ opened ; thence the Sacraments of 
the Church flowed forth, without which there is no 
entrance to true life. 

This very Wound hath a mouth to speak the Mes- 
siahship of my Saviour and the truth of Thy Scripture, 
They shall look ttpon Him Whom they have pierced, 
~ Behold now the Second Adam sleeping, and out of 
His Side formed the Mother of the living, the Evan- 
gelical Church. Behold the Bock Which was smitten 
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and the waters of life gushed forth. Behold the 
fountain that is set open to the house of David, for 
sin and uncleanness ; a Fountain, not of water onlr, 
but of blood too. O Saviour, by this Water we are 
washed, by Thy Blood we are redeemed. Those two 
Sacraments, which Thou didst institute alive, flow also 
from Thee dead, as the last memorials of Thy love to 
Thy Church; the Water of Baptism, which is the 
laver of regeneration ; the Blood of the New Testament 
shed for the remission of sins ; and these, together with 
the Spieit that gives life to them both, are the wit- 
nesses on earth whose attestation cannot fail us. 
Precious and Sovereign wound, by which our souls 
are healed ! Into this cleft of the Bock let my dofe 
fly and enter, and there safely hide herself from the 
talons of all the birds of prey. 



O LoBD Jesits Chbist, Thou art worthy of all 
praise, glory, and adoration ! O give me grace wor- 
thily to magnify Thy Holy Name, for Thy love in 
dying for me. Thou, O Loed, didst suflfer Thy moat 
holy Side to be pierced with the spear, that Water and 
Blood might flow forth to cleanse and renew our souls. 
Thy sacred heart was wounded for sinners. O merci- 
fully pierce my heart with penitential sorrow and fer- 
vent love, and cleanse it from all spot of sin, that I 
may be made one with Thee, and have no will but 
Thine. Lead my soul, O Lobd, into the secrets of 
Thy love, into the treasury of Thy Divinity, that I 
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may joyfully glorify Thee, my God, Who wast crucified 
and dead for me, and entirely consecrate all my powers 
to Thy service. Make me worthy, O God my Saviour, 
to behold Thee, Whom the pure in heart alone shall 
see, throughout eternity. Amen. 



A DEVOUT RECAPITULATION OF THE PASSION. 

Think, O man, what, and how many things I have 
suffered for thee ! When thou wast an enemy to My 
Fatheb, I reconciled thee to Him. When thou wast 
a lost sheep, wandering from the fold, I sought thee, 
and carried thee on My Shoulders home. I restored 
thee to My Fatheb, I exposed My Head to the thorns, 
I offered My Hands to the nails, I shed My Blood 
for thee, to unite thee to Me, and wilt thou be severed 
from Me ? Turn thou to Me, and I will receive thee. 
Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto My 
sorrow ! wherewith the Lobd hath afficted Me in the 
day of His fierce anger. (Lam. i. 12.) 

O LoED, as Thy Blood issued forth my full re- 
demption, let me not perish with the wicked in the 
hour of death, or in the day of judgment. But gather 
me, redeemed with Thy most precious Blood, with 
Thine elect, in the meantime hiding me in the 
clefts of the rock, and filling me with Thy love. 
For he that truly loves Thee is dead to the actions of 
the world : for love is strong as death. (Cant. viii. 6.) 

Consider now the disposition of the Body of Cheist, 
His Head is bowed down towards thee, His Hands 
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pierced to give, His Side opened to love. His Feet 
fastened to remain with us, His whole Body stretcbed 
out for us. See how every Member intercedes for 
thee with the Patheb. That Divine Head is bowed 
down with the manifold thorns piercing even to the 
bone, and why ? Lest thy head should be wounded. 
His Eyes were black in death, and those mighty Lumi- 
naries that enlighten the world, were quenched for 
a while ; and when they were darkened, was there not 
darkness over all the earth ? All this was done thit 
thine eyes should be turned away, lest thou shouldst 
see vanity ; or if they saw it, should not cleave to it. 
Those Ears, that in Heaven hear the trisagial Hymn, 
Holy, Holyt Holy, Lobd God ofSabaothy heard on earth 
the voices of fiendish men, crying, Crucify Him, crucify 
Him ! And why ? That thine ears should not be 
deaf to the poor man's cry, should not hear vain 
things, nor receive the poison of slander with open 
pores. That glorious and lovely Face, that Fwm, 
fairer than the sons of men, (Ps. xlv. 2,) was defiled 
with spittings, smitten with blows, given over to 
• mockery ! Why ? That thy face should be enligbt- 
ened and strengthened. That Mouth, which teacheth 
angels, and instructeth men, which speaketh, and it 
is done, is moistened with gall and vinegar I Why ? 
That thy mouth might speak truth and judgment, and 
confess the Lobd thy God. Those Hands, that formed 
the Heavens, were stretched out upon the Gtobs, 
and pierced with hard nails, that thy hands migbt 
be stretched out to the poor. That Breast, in which 
are hid all the treasures of Divine wisdom and know- 
ledge, was pierced with a soldier's spear, that tbj 
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heart should be cleansed from evil thoughts, sanctified 
and preserved. Those Feet, at Whose footstool we 
ought to worship, for it is holy, were cruelly transfixed, 
that thy feet should not hasten to evil, but run in the 
way of God's commandments. In a word, He laid 
down His Flesh and Life for thee, that He might claim 
thy body and spirit as His own. He gained all, 
by aU, thee by Himself. To Him therefore, O man, 
thou owest all thy life ; for He laid down His life for 
thine, and endured bitter torments for thee, that thou 
shouldst not endure them for ever. To whom then 
canst thou live, if not to Him ? for had He not died 
for thee, thou couldst not live. Consider what He 
suffered for thee through His earthly Life. In the 
Manger, want ; in the Desert, temptation and hunger ; 
in the Temple, resistance ; in Journeys, weariness and 
pain ; in the Garden, the Bloody Sweat, the word and 
kiss of the traitor, harass of body, the seizing and 
binding by the band ; in the Court, the questionings, 
the insult of blows, the denial of S. Peter, the false 
accusations, the spittings and smitings on the Face, 
the calling Him prophet in insult and mockery ; in the 
PrsBtorium, the accusation of unbelievers, the most 
cruel scourges, the unjust judge, the derision of perse- 
cutors. The Judge of quick and dead is judged, 
the King of heaven and earth is laughed to scorn, the 
High Priest crucified, the innocent Man is accused, is 
taken and bound before sentence is passed, and is con- 
demned to the ignominy of the Cross. He suffers 
too, finally, at Golgotha, the Jews dtebelieving, the 
robbers railing, the rabble hooting. His mother and 
friends weeping. His Death was most shameful, vile, 
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bitter, and sharp : He is stripped, Crucified with rob- 
bers, mocked by His countrymen. His garments al- 
lotted. See, O man, how the Lobd loved thee; to 
teach thee to follow His steps. He was bound for 
thee, to loose thee from the bands of sin. He was 
scourged for thee, to rescue thee from the scourges of 
eternal wrath. He was judged for thee, to set thee 
free from the judgment of everlasting condemnation. 
He was crowned with thorns for thee, that thou 
mightest be crowned in heaven. He, the Physician, 
was wounded for thee, to heal all thy sicknesses. He 
was crucified for thee, to crucify thy lusts. He died 
for thee, to raise thee from the dead. He was buried 
for thee, to bury thy sins in thee. Hevolve well in 
thy soul all that the Loed Jesus endured for thee: 
weigh it diligently, and arm thyself manfiilly by 
.patience and meekness in all adversities, which thou 
mayest endure, and say to thyself, "The servant is 
not greater than his Lobd.*' (S. John xiii. 16 ; iv. 20.) 

draper. 

O Loed Jesus Cheist, Who for the redemption of 
the world, didst patiently bear misery and troubles, 
reproaches and revilings, scandals and injuries, pains 
and affliction, passion and death ; by all this that Thou 
hast endured for my sins, deliver me from all sins and 
transgressions, from all the dangers of this world, 
from sudden and everlasting death, and from the pains 
of hell. Grant me, I beseech Thee, not to shun nor 
forget all that Thou didst suffer for me, but ever to 
have it before my eyes, and ardently embrace it, that 
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Thou majest make me a partaker of Thy sufferings, 
and so a sharer in Thy rest, consolation, and glory. 
Amen. 

Thou Who didst submit Thy glorious Head to 
be wounded, pardon thereby whatever by the wil- 
fulness of my head I have done amiss. 

Thou Who didst suffer Thy Hands to be perforated, 
pardon thereby whatsoever I have done amiss by 
unlawful touch, by unlawful execution. 

Thou Who didst allow Thy precious Side to be 
pierced, pardon thereby whatsoever I have done amiss 
in the heat of passion, by unlawful imaginations. 

Thou Who didst permit Thy blessed Peet to be 
nailed down, pardon thereby whatsoever I have done 
amiss in the progress of my footsteps, ever swift 
to evil. 

Thou Who didst give Thy whole Body tobe stretched 
upon the Cross, pardon thereby whatsoever sins I 
have committed by the co-operation of all my mem- 
bers. Amen. 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive 
power and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honour, and glory, and blessing. Blessing and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth up- 
on the Throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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SATUKDAY IN HOLT WEEK. 

OHBIST IK THE TOMB. 



5Ptop|)ecp. 

And He made His grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in His Death; because He had done no 
violence, neither was any deceit found ii^ His Mouth. 
Isa. liii. 9. 

6os(peI 9larmon|9. 

S. Matt, xxvii. 57— 66 ; S. Mark xv. 42—47 ; S. LukexxiiL 
50—56 ; S. John xix. 38 — 42. 



And now when the even was 
come, there came a rich man 
named Joseph, of Arimatheea, 
a city of the Jews : a counsellor, 
and he was a good man, and a 
just : who also hhnself waited 
for the Kingdom of God ; (the 
same had not consented to the 
counsel and deed of them ;) Jo- 
seph being a disciple of Jesus, 
but secretly, for fear of the Jews, 
came and went in boldly unto 
Pilate, and craved the Body of 
Jesus. And Pilate marvelled 
if He were already dead ; and 
calling unto him the oenturion, 



he gave the Body to Joseph. He 
came therefore, and took the 
Body of Jesus. And there 
came also Nicodemus, which at 
first came to Jesus by night, 
and brought a mixture of mynh 
and aloes, about an hundred 
weight. Then took they the 
Body of Jesus, and wound it in 
linen clothes, with the spices, as 
the manner of the Jews b to 
bury. Now in the place where 
He was crucified, there was a 
garden; and in the garden a 
new sepulchre, hewn out of a 
rock, wherein was never man 
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yet laid. There laid they Jesus , 
therefore, because of the Jews' 
preparation day. And Joseph 
rolled a great stone to the door 
of the sepulchre, and departed. 
And the women also, which 
came with Him from Galilee, 
followed after, and beheld the 
sepulchre, and how His Body 
was laid. And they returned, 
and prepared spices and oint- 
ments ; and rested the Sabbath 
day, according to the com- 
mandment. And there was 
Mary Magdalene, and the other 
Mary, sitting over against (he 
sepulchre. Now the next day, 
that followed the day of the 
preparation, the Chief Priests 
and Pharisees came unto Pilate, 
saying. Sir, we remember that 



that deceiver said, while He was 
yet alive, After three days I 
will rise again. Command, 
therefore, that the sepulchre be 
made sure until the third day, 
lest His disciples come by night, 
and steal Him away, and say 
unto the people. He is risen 
irom the dead ; so the last error 
shall be worse than the first. 
Pilate said unto them. Ye have 
a watch ; go your way, make it 
as sure as ye can. So they 
went, and made the sepulchre 
sure, sealing the stone, and 
setting a watch. And when the 
Sabbath was past, Mary Mag- 
dalene, and Mary, the mother 
of James, and Salome, had 
brought sweet spices, that they 
might come and anoint Him. 



And now the Body of the Loed is laid in the tomb, 
and they rested on the Sabbath, according to the 
Lobd's commandment; then it was not lawful for 
them to buy or sell, nor to do any such work. The 
Fathee rested on that day from His "Work of Crea- 
tion and Power: the Son from His "Work of Ee- 
demption, and Infinite Wisdom. As Jonah was three 
days in the whale's belly. His Body remained three 
days in the heart of the earth, but His Soul descended 
into Hades, to the souls of the departed. How great 

^ For Meditations, see Williaina. 
002 
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was His mercy, humility, and charity in deseendmg 
thither ! He would thus undergo the law of death, 
and the cond^ons of a dead man, as He had done ci 
a living, and so He descended Himself, and remained 
there till the Lobi)*s Day. What was the joy of the 
spirits of the holy Fathers at His coming! How 
would they fall down and worship Him, and sing, with 
great and reverend delight, hymns of praise and tri- 
umph. O Thou, Who didst draw all to Thyself, having 
been lifted up from the earth ; Who didst stretch out 
Thy Hands to embrace all, leave me not, O Lobd, in 
the mire of my lusts, but draw me unto Thee, that 
being crucified and dead to the world, I may live to 
Thee, or rather. Thou mayest live in me. 

Then, when the gates of hell had been broken, and 
the great Serpent bound, the Conqueror led the waj 
upwards, taking with Him the army of the saints. 
Then did the true Sampson lay low the hostile band. 
Then did the Immaculate Lamb, in the Blood of Hii 
Covenant, lead the prisoners from the pit. (Zech. iz. 
11.) Then, though the strong man armed guarded his 
palace, Chbist the stronger came upon him, entered 
his palace, overcame him by His Cross, bound and took 
from him all his armour, wherein he trusted, and 
divided his spoils. Then did Benaiah, the son of the 
valiant, go down and slay the lion in the pit. (1 
Chron. xi. 22.) But what is the unutterable bitter- 
ness, and inconsolable grief, nay, extreme danmation 
of them, who remain unrescued in the fire that never 
can be quenched, in the worm that never dieth, the 
death that never endeth ! What shall it be for them 
to experience it, who would not believe nor fear it ! 
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Thou didst take away our reproach by Thine Own. 
Thy Bonds have made us free. By the thoray Crown 
on Thy Head Thou hast gained for us the Kingly 
Diadem. By Thy Wounds we have been healed. By 
Thy descent into hell, Thou hast made us to ascend up 
into heaven. 



Grant, O Lobd, &c. — Collect for Easter Even. 

Let Thy grace and mercy, O Lobd, descend upon 
all souls bound in darkness and the shadow of death, 
and redeem them from their cruel taskmasters, and let 
them not perish. Let it descend on the souls of all 
my relations, benefactors, and friends, deliver them 
from the punishment they have deserved, and raise 
them to everlasting joy. And grant to me, merciful 
LoBD, to see with joy Thy most glorious Body, at 
Thy second coming, and to rejoice at Thy Presence, 
with Thine elect for ever. Amen. 

To Thee, O glorious and unfading Light, we oflfer our 
worship ; to Thee, Who, being Incarnate, didst appear 
in the world, and hast descended even to Hades, and 
there dispersed the darkness, and showed unto the 
nations the light of the resurrection. Glory be to 
Thee, O Lobd, the Giver of life. Bury in me all 
sinful affections, and draw my soul to Thee, by Thy 
mighty love. Amen. 

NoTB.—For other Prayers, see ** Instructions and Holy Aspi- 
r&tions, for Afflicted Christians/' and A. Acland's ** Liturgia 
Domestical' Part ii. 
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Theeefoee My heartis glad, and My gloiy re- 
joice th : My flesh also shall rest in hope. For Thou 
wilt not leave My soul in hell ; neither wilt Thou suf- 
fer Thine Holy One to see corruption. Ps. xvi. 9, 10. 



9lol^ Scripture. 



Epistle. Col. iii. 1. 
If ye then be risen with 
Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of 
God. Set your affection on 
things above, not on things on 
the earth. For ye are dead, and 
your life is hid with Christ in 
God. When Christ, Who is 
our life, shall appear, then shall 
ye also appear with Him in 
glory. Mortify therefore your 
members which are upon the 
earth ; fornication uncleanness, 
inordinate affection, evil con- 
cupiscence, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry : for which 
things' sake the wrath of God 



Gospel. S. John xx. 1. 
The first day of the wed 
cometh Mary Magdalene early, 
when it was yet dark, unto the 
sepulchre, and seeth the stone 
taken away from the sepulchre. 
Then she runneth and cometh 
to Simon Peter, and to the other 
disciple whom Jesus loved, 
and saith unto them, They have 
taken away the Lord out of 
the sepulchre, and we know not 
where they have laid Him. 
Peter therefore went forth, and 
that other disciple, and came to 
the sepulchre. So they ran bolh 
together ; and the other disdplc 
did outrun Peter, and came 
first to the sepulchre ; and he, 
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Cometh on the children of dis- stoopmg down and looking in, 
obedience. In the which ye also saw the linen clothes lying ; yet 
walked some time, when ye went he not in. Then cometh 
lived in them. Simon Peter following him, 

and went into the sepulchre, 
and seeth the linen clothes lie ; 
and the napkin that was about 
His head, not lying with the 
linen clothes, but wrapped toge- 
ther in a place by itself. Then 
went in also that other disciple 
which came first to the sepul- 
chre, and he saw, and believed. 
For as yet they knew not the 
Scripture, that He must rise 
again from the dead. Then the 
disciples went away again unto 
their own home. 



fSitHtctiowsi. . 

He, Wbo lay in death, is risen in glory. The 
blessed day dawns, the day that holds pre-eminence 
among days : the day when the Light first shone, the 
day on which the Lobd rose triumphantly, and said. 
This is the day which the Lobd hath made, let us re^ 
joice and be glad therein. After the mockery and 
blows, after the vinegar and gall, after the wounds 
and torments of the Cross, after death and Hades, 
arose the new Flesh from its funeral, the latent Life 
returns. The Lobd took His Body again, rose in 
His Own Power, and went forth from the closed and 
sealed Tomb. None ever awoke and rose from sleep 
so easily as Chbist arose from the dead. Chbist 
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went out of tbe closed womb of the Virgin, so He 
went forth fix>m the closed sepulchre with His gloriooB 
Body. 

And lo, there was a great earthquake, and the 
Angel of the Lobd came down from heaven. As the 
earth was moyed at His Passion in token of mourning, 
so was it moYed at His Eesurrection in sign of joj. 
The hearts of men must be moved bj faith in the 
Passion, to fear and repentance, before thej can be 
moved to the joy of His Eesurrection. If the eartii 
quaked when the Lord rose for the pardon and justi- 
fication of His Elect, how will it tremble when He 
shall rise to punish all the guilty ! How will they 
bear the presence of the Lobd, Who could not bear 
the presence of His Angel ? 

He rose on the third day. There is mystery in the 
third : the emblem of the Holy Tbihttt, showing 
the harmonious consent of the Holy Tbikitt in the 
work. He rose on the first day of the week to renew 
and re-create the world on that day on which He made 
it. He remained dead forty hours, to give proof of 
the reality of His Death, and of our redemption. 
The Godhead, however, quitted neither His Soul in 
hell, nor His Body in the Tomb ; and what Its powor 
had severed. It united. Thus has He confirmed our 
patience, and quickened our hope ; and to show us 
two lives in the flesh ; one laborious, which we must 
endure, and another blessed, for which we must hope. 

But though His Body rose again. It rose not as 
before, but glorious and spiritualized. The same in 
Nature, but changed in quality ; the same in Essence, 
but changed in glory. But, O my soul, let us lay 
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aside all plaints of sadness, and clouds of mourning, 
and let us breathe the calmness of joy ; and now that 
we have dwelt with tears upon the burial of our Ee- 
deemer, Who by His death, hath destroyed death, 
let us exult at His glorious Eesurrection, Who, by 
His rising to Life again, hath restored us to ever- 
lasting life. Chbist being raised from the dead, dieth 
no more ; death hath ruo more dominion over Him. God 
the Fatheb hath clothed Him with the robe of 
Immortality and glory, hath put a crown of beauty 
on His Head, and heaped upon Him treasures of joy 
and delight. All therefore [is full of joy, all is over- 
flowing with delight, all is refreshed with exultation. 
Por the Flesh of Chbist is that most beautiful flower 
of the root of Jesse, which bloomed at His Nativity, 
for it shone forth from the Virgin as the eminent 
grace of the fairest flower without spot ; in the Passion 
it &ded, when it had neither comeliness nor beauty ; 
in the Besurrection, having taken again all that was 
of the truth of man's nature, it bloomed again in 
glory, so as to be the grace of all. His most glorious 
Body was clothed upon with such brilliancy, that it 
shone brighter than the sun, giving us the pattern of 
oiir glorifled bodies, when the righteous shall shine as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Eatheb ; and if this 
be so, what is His brightness! Then did Chbist 
renew His youth as an eagle's. Then did Jonah come 
unharmed from the belly of the whale, then was the 
tabernacle of David, which had fallen down, raised up 
again. 

Great and very solemn is the Paschal solemnity, 
surpassing all other solemnities. The dignity of this 
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LoBj)*s day is marked in its being the first of days. 
In it heaven and earth were created. On it first the 
commandments were given to Israel — on it Cheist 
was bom, and on it He rose — on it the Holt Ghost 
was given to the Apostles. It is the feast of feasts, 
on which the hope of the heavenly country was 
opened, and the glory of the kingdom above, put 
within our reach. By it the elect were brought to 
the delights of Paradise. It opened the gates of 
heaven, and broke the bars of hell. Let us there- 
fore sound the lyre of David, and say. This is the day 
which the LoBD hath nuide, let us rejoice and be glad 
in it. It is truly called the day of light, on which the 
darkness of blindness fied. Let the earth be glad, 
for it hath seen a new light. Let the angels rejoice, 
for God hath given bnghtness to sinners. Hell 
hath trembled at the strange light ; and every knee 
hath bowed to Chbist the Loed, of things in heaven, 
earth, and hell. All things triumph with us — Angeb 
and Archangels and all the Orders of the celestial 
Spirits celebrate the feast with us ; we too echo the 
celestial song, which, as yet, no tongue of man can 
learn. Let us exult in the Lobb, but with fear. The 
blessed John the forerunner exulted in his mother s 
womb. We have received the palm of fasting, let us 
not lose the victory of festival, which the Lorp 
Chbist hath given us ; for He conquered by 8ufie^ 
ing, that we may triumph chanting the glorious song, 
Death is swallowed up in victory , Alleluia, For to- 
day, Chbist, with the robber, has passed the flaming 
sword, and opened the gate which none could break, 
saying to the angels, Open to Me the gates of righteous- 
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ne9Sf that I may go into them, and give thanks unto the - 
LoBB. Ps. cxviii. 19.' Closed indeed it was and is 
to sinners and unbelievers, but open to the just and 
believers. 

Mother indeed of all days is this, all the grace of 
the Sabbath, and all that ancient Paschal festival of the 
Jewish people is centred in the solemnity of this 
day. They on the Sabbath went not out of their 
houses, and we go not from the house of Cheist. 
They, on the Sabbath, kindled no fire. Let us, on 
the contrary, kindle the fire of the Spirit ; for the 
LoED longs that this fire be kindled in us, that the 
Holt Spieit bum, that the love of God do not grow 
cold within us. For all which, let us as brethren, 
sing with one harmonious voice ; this is the day which 
the LoEB hath made, we will be glad and rejoice in it. 
Let us praise the Loed in life, tongue, and heart ; for 
He will have no discord in our land. O Blessed 
Hallelujah in heaven ; where the temple of God are 
angels, where there is the greatest concord of praise, 
where no law in the members wars against the law of 
the mind, where is no strife of lust, where there is no 
hazard of the triumph of love. 

Here let us sing our Hallelujah, careful as yet, that 
there at length we may sing free from care, when this 
mortal body shall have become immortal and incor- 
ruptible, and all temptation shall have ceased. O 
Blessed Hallelujah! Life free from care, without 
enemies, and where no friend perishes. There they 
sing praises to God, and so do we here; but here 
with care, there free from care ; here with death hang- 
ing over our heads, there, with ever-enduring life. 
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Here in hope, there in reaUtj; here in sojourning, 
there in our own land. Let us sing, not in the de- 
light of rest, but in solace of our toil. As travellen 
are wont to sing, so sing and walk on, and beguile 
thy toil with song. Love not sloth, but walk on and 
profit in good. Sing and walk, wander not, go not 
back, stop not, since that whole life is spent in the 
praises of God. How great is the glory of the 
heavenly citizens, and the brightness of the Jerusa- 
lem above, when all her streets shall be paved with 
precious stones, and her battlements built of pure 
gold, and all her streets shall say. Hallelujah, and thej 
shall praise Him, saying. Blessed be Gk)D W'^ich hath 
extolled it for ever. Tobit xiii. 16 — 18. Bise now, 
my soul, from the whited sepulchre of sin, pant for 
the hope of the resurrection to eternal life. For the 
love of 6oD let us die in this present life, that by the 
hope of the resurrection we may live in the next ; for 
if for love of Chbist we now bear a dying body, then 
in triumphant joy shall we reign with ffim. Let us 
then so study to be present at the festivals of men, 
that we may be permitted to be present also at the 
festivals of angels. The Stone which the builders of 
the Lobd's temple rejected as vile, from its unfitness 
— at length, when the temple was completed, when 
the Comer-Stone was to be laid to embrace the two 
walls in one, none was found fit for it, but This, which 
had been thrown aside by the builders. That Stone 
has united the two walls of Jew and Gentile in God's 
house, and has made one Church. The Cement was 
His Own Precious Blood ; and the Stone, His Own 
Most Sacred Body. 
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. Chbist, therefore, being now glorified in the flesh, 
and the whole world reanimated, do thou also, O 
mortal man, glorify God, and be renewed in the spirit 
of thy mind. Ever render thanks to thy Eedeemer 
for His boundless gifts, distributed to thee and all the 
faithful. Lift the eyes of thine heart on high, look 
on the road along which Jesxjs has gone before, the 
saving health of thy countenance; follow Him with 
steps of love, even to the entrance of heaven. For 
thou hast before thee the Mirror of all sanctity, and 
the Light of celestial Life ; walk securely after Jesxjs, 
the bountiful Dispenser of eternal blessedness, the 
Ruler of heaven and earth. All power^ saith He, is 
given unto Me in heaven and earth. Therefore let thy 
faith stand firmly in Jesxjs Chbist, let thy hope 
flourish, and thy charity dance for joy. Acquit your- 
selves like men, and be strong ; fight against the 
flesh, the world, and the devil and his angels, fearing 
the assaults of no adverse power. For the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah hath conquered. Whose anger none 
can resist, none shall be able to escape His Hands, 
for all things are put under His feet. Now heaven 
rejoices, earth claps her hands ; Satan mourns ; death 
flies, and shall no longer have dominion over Chbist. 
Under such a King, therefore, it is safe to war ; under 
such a Shepherd it is pleasant to stand, to be fed and 
disciplined, to be subjected and ruled, for He lacks 
nothing, and abounds in all good things. Do thou, 
therefore, also imitate the King of kings, thy Lobb 
God, rising from death ; that thou mayest walk in 
newness of a better life, trampling on vices, forget- 
ting the evils that are past ; not returning to tV^ 
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wonted trifling, but raising thyself with greater fer- 
vour to celestial desires. Let Chbist crucified nerer 
depart from thy mind ; let Chbist rising again nreet 
thee everywhere. Let us magnify His Name, and 
rejoice in His most glorious resurrection. Do Thon, 
O LoBD Jesus, inflame my heart to seek Thee with 
Mary at break of day. Open to me the meaning of 
the Scriptures ; and, according to Thy promise, lead me 
into all truth ; Who art above all, God blessed job 
EYEB. Amen. 

9nt|)nn. 

Let us sing Alleluia to the King of glory, because, 
having laid down His Life for our redemption, He is 
now risen to Life immortal Come, let us rejoice in 
God our Saviour, because He hath redeemed His 
people, and is risen triumphant over the powers of 
hell. Alleluia: Alleluia: Alleluia. 

He that raised up Jesus, will also raise us up, and 
change our vile body into the likeness of His glorious 
Body. Alleluia: Alleluia: Alleluia. 

39ra|9er. 

Repeat Anthem and Collect for Easter Day, 

O LoBD Jestjs Chbist, Who didst burst the bonds 
of death, and glorify Thy Body, and didst rise in un- 
utterable majesty, grant me, by Thy resurrection, to 
rise from all sins, and death of the soul ; and so to 
walk in all virtues and newness of life, that I may 
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seek, and savour of the things that are above, and not 
of the things that are on the earth. By the power of 
Thy brightness purify my soul from the darkness of 
sin ; and on the day of the general resurrection let my 
flesh rise to glory, that I may eternally rejoice with 
Thee in body and soul. Amen. 
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Thotj hast ascended on high, Thou hast led captivity 
captive ; Thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for 
the rebellious also, that the Lobb God might dwell 
among them. Psalm Ixviii. 18. 

See Gospel and Epistle for the Day ; S. Luke xziv. 50—52 ; 
Eph. iv. 1—17. 

3&eflecttonsl. 

The LoBn. Jesus having finished His work on earth, 
sojourned forty days after His Eesurrection, teaching 
His disciples the things pertaining to ELis kingdom. 
At the expiration of these forty days, " He led them 
out (as on this day) to Bethany, and He lifted up Hit 
hands and blessed them ; and while He blessed them^ He 
was parted from them, and carried up into heaveny 
He raised both His hands and blessed them, to show 
how abundant His blessings' are, and that He is ready 
to shed them upon us. This consideration should pro- 
duce in us a deep sense of gratitude, and make us say 
with the Apostle, " Blessed be the Gton and Fathib 
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of our LoBD Jesus Cheist, Who hath blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Cheist." 
(Eph. i. 3.) 

O my Saviour, Who art worthy to be blessed for 
ever, I entreat Thee by those Hands which Thou 
didst raise upon the Cross, with as much grief as love, 
to send down blessings upon me from on high. I be- 
seech Thee still to raise them to bless me Thy 
unworthy servant; and teach me to raise mine to 
Thee by fervent prayer, and in good works, that the 
blessings of Thy grace may descend upon me. 

We know not what words the Loed used on this 
blessed occasion ; some have thought it may have been 
the benediction given in the law, (Num. vi. 24 — 26.) 
But the benedictions of the Loed are not mere words, 
but the reality itself; for, in only wishing for His dis- 
ciples the abundance of Heavenly Grace, He fills them 
effectually with it. O my Saviour, Who thinkest of 
those who are farthest from Thee, give me part in this 
blessing, since all my happiness depends upon it. 
Iteject me not as Esau, who could not obtain a full 
and entire blessing. O Eathee, infinitely Gracious ! 
bless me, but let the benediction be for heaven and 
not merely for earth, since it is heavenly riches only 
which can render me happy. 

After blessing them He ascended, in their presence, 
into heaven ; and they gazed after Him, and rejoiced 
at the exaltation of their Loed and Master. O that 
I may be of the number of those captives ! enchain my 
heart, O gracious Saviour, so that nothing shall ever 
draw it from Thee. Give me, Loed, the wings of an 
eagle, that I may fly after Thee, and that all my am- 

D D 
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bition may be to raise myself, with Thee, above 
terrestrial things, since I have nothing to desire upon 
earth beside Thee, and my happiness consists in 
dwelling with Thee eternally in the heavens. 

** And a cloud received Him out of their sight P Like 
Elisha, we cry, " O my Fatheb, the chariot of Israel, 
and the horsemen thereof." O Blessed Father, Who 
art the only support of the true Israelites, and "Wbo 
giyest them both strength to serve Thee, and light to 
contemplate Thee, whither goest Thou, and why 
leavest Thou Thy disciples alone P O my Fathib, 
Who art the Helper and Defender of all who trust in 
Thee, receive me into Thy glorious chariot ; receive 
me into this dazzling cloud, and permit me, at least in 
spirit, to follow Thee, and to contemplate Thy gloiy 
in the heavens. 

The clouds which hide Jesus from our souls are 
many, Ist, all created objects, upon which the heart 
rests to the exclusion of Gon. 2nd, all wilful sinB 
are as dark clouds which rise between our souls and 
God, and hide His light from us ; — but these clouds 
may be dissipated by penitence and prayer. Let us 
then see what it is that hides God from our view, 
whether it be pride, or love of riches, or cares uid 
anxieties, or any evil passions, and let us drive far 
from us all which can deprive us of so great a blessing 
as the light of God's Presence. O Infinite God, 
Who dwellest in light unapproachable, chase from my 
soul these dark clouds which sin has thrown around 
me. Suffer not the Prince of darkness to obscure 
Thy Presence by his temptations, but so brighten it 
that after having contemplated Thee in this life I 



THE ASCENSION OF OUE LORD. 403 

shall iu the next behold I'hee without any cloud, face 
to Face. 

*' This Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven^ 
shall 80 come, in like manner as ye have seen Him go into 
heaven J^ Thus spake the angels unto the disciples 
as they gazed up into heaven after their ascended 
LoBD. Let us ever remember this saying, that " He 
shall come again ;" for when He so cometh it wiU be 
to judgment. Porget not then, O my soul, forget not 
in the time of prosperity, the day of adversity. Ee- 
member on this happy Festival that Jesus ascended 
into heaven to appear in the Presence of His Fatheb, 
as our Advocate, and that He will come to be thy 
Judge. Think then, of His commands and obey them, 
that when He comes, thou mayest be rewarded as a 
faithful servant. 

** And they worshipped Him, and returned to Jeru- 
salem with great joyJ"^ This joy sprang from three 
causes : 1st, Kfirmfaithy which could no more stagger 
after they had seen the glory with which the shame 
and sufferings of their Master were recompensed. 
This was to them a pledge of the truth of those things 
which yet remained to be accomplished. 2nd, A sure 
hope that the Son of Gon would, according to His 
promise, send them the Holt Spieit ; and that one 
day they should enter into heaven, as they had seen 
Him do. 3rd, A fervent love, which they felt towards 
Him. 

These three virtues. Faith, Hope, and Charity, 
ought to be the sources of joy in our souls, so that we 
may rejoice in the glory of our Lobd, and console 
ourselves, in all our troubles, with the hope of bem^ 



404 THS ASOEirSIOK OE OUB LOKD. 

ever with Him in heaven. Let us then striye to de* 
stroj everything m our hearts which can deprive us of 
this great hlessedness. Let us mortify and resist all 
sins, vices, and unruly passions, " laying aside every 
weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our 
faith ; Who for the joy that was set before Him en- 
dured the Cross, despising the shame, and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God." (Heb. xii.) 
OKing of Angels, Who piercedst the clouds to establish 
Thy dwelling in the highest heavens, inspire me with 
an ardent desire to follow Thee. Grant that I may 
renew my youth as the eagles, and give me strength 
that I may fly after Thee, and imitate Thy virtues, 
and raise my soul where Thy glorious Body is ; and 
help me so to live on earth that my conversation may 
be in heaven, where Thou livest andreignest throughout 
all ages. Amen. 

See also Tracts for Christian Seasons, — Ascension 
Day- 

Consider, O my soul, the glorious triumph of thy 
LoBJ) and Saviour, and the joyful songs of the blessed 
who sang the praises of their Redeemer and God. 
" Sing unto the Loed, O ye kingdoms of the earthy O 
sing praises unto Me Loud, that rideth upon theheavens^as 
King of kings, and Lord of lords** The choirs of blessed 
spirits which accompanied the Saviour, and formed 
His Chariot, for " The chariots of God are twenty thou- 
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O my Saviour, I rejoice in Thy glorious and tri- 
umphant Ascension. " Arise^ O Lobd, into Thy resting 
place, Thou and the ark of Thy atrengthy Best after 
Thy labours, and " set up Thyself^ O God, above tke 
heavens, and Thy glory above all the earths Let lU 
creatures be under Thy feet, and permit me to join the 
chorus of the holy ones in praising and blessing Thee, 
saying, " Holy, Holy, Holy Lobd God Almighty, which 
was, and is, and is to corned 

Let us stay to consider the joy which filled the soul 
of Jesus, when He saw the glorious finish of His work 
of redeeming love. This good Pastor leads His sheep 
to Heaven, whence He had descended to seek them; 
and He invites all the hosts of Heaven to rejoice with 
Him. O Divine Pastor, Who hast sought with so much 
care, and at length found Thy lost sheep, I rejoice that 
Thou dost lift them up amid the songs of angels. Let 
heaven and earth congratulate Thee on Thy victory 
and glory; draw me after Thee; seek me in the 
wilderness of this world, and after bringing me back to 
Thy fold, lead me to celestial pastures, and to fountaiDS 
of living water. 

When Jesus had ascended, He sat down at the 
Eight Hand of the Fatheb, to show the stability rf 
His Kingdom, and the Dignity of His Person ; and to 
signify that He gave Him all the riches of His glory, 
and exalted Him as King, "/ar above all principality, 
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this world, but in that which is 
to come,*' (Eph. i. 21.) The Eternal Father exalted 
Him above all angels because He had abased Himself 
below all men. For His Cross, He gives Him a rich 
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throne — instead of the Crown of Thorns, He has a 
Crown of Glory — the opprobriums of His Passion are 
changed for the acclamations and praises of angels. In- 
stead of two thieves, His throne is surrounded by the 
heavenly hosts ; and because He descended even to the 
depths of the earth, " GrOD has highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a Name which is above every Name ; 
that at the Name of Jesus every knee should how, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earths Learn, then, O my soul, to humble thy- 
self with thy Saviour, that thou mayest be exalted 
with Him ; and doubt not that God will show Him- 
self faithful in recompensing His adopted children, as 
He has been in glorifying Him Who by nature is His 
only Son ; for " God, Who is rich in mercy ^ for His 
great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Chbist, and 
hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Chhist Jesfs." Eph. ii. 4, 7. We 
may draw from this, two powerful motives to confi- 
dence in God, and hope of ascending to heaven with 
our Saviour ; for what ought we not to expect from 
the mercy of God, and the merits of His Son ? Let 
us then strive to follow the advice of S. Paul, Col. iii. 
1, 2, and seek only Jesus Chbist, to do His will. 

O adorable Saviour ! if my heart is where its trea- 
sure is, it would be where Thou art, since out of Thee, 
all things are but as dross and dung. Eemember, O 
my soul, that thou art but a sojourner in this world, 
and that thy Father and Eedeemer reigns in heaven. 
Hasten to go where They are. The gates of Paradise, 
closed for so many ages, are at length oi^^ti — -"S^^y^v^^^ 
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this glorious news ; walk quickly ; ascend in spirit, 
even to the throne of thy Lobd ; throw thyself at Hia 
Feet, and firmly believe, that if thou dwellest near 
Him in spirit, thou shalt at length enjoy, in a glorious 
body, His Divine Presence, throughout all ages ; so be 
it. I rejoice, O my Saviour ! that Thou dost Thyself 
distribute the treasures of Thy kingdom, to those who 
love and serve Thee ; Grant that I may serve Thee 
with such fidelity and constancy, that I may have a 
portion of the spoils with which Thou enrichest Thy 
elect. 

Let us ever remember that Jesus now stands before 
the Fathbb, as our Advocate, This ought to excite in 
us deep confidence, gratitude, and love ; for having an 
" High Priest^ Who is passed into the heavens, Jesus, 
the Son of QoD, let us hold fast our profession. For 
we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities ; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us there- 
fore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.'' 
Heb. iv. 

Let us not blush to confess that which we believe 
— to endeavour to obtain that which we hope for — and 
above all, when by reason of infirmity we fall into sin,let 
us remember these words of the beloved disciple : " If 
any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Fatheb, 
Jesus Chbist, the righteous : and He is the propiti- 
ation for our sins,^^ As then He is infinitely holy, 
and has paid an infinite price for our ransom, let us 
not doubt but that He will help us, and give us all 
that He has puTc\ia&e^ ioT va \^^ Hia death. Since He 
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has opened the kingdom of heaven for us, He will not 
close it against us, but will come and receive us unto 
Himself, that we may reign with Him for ever. 

Srajev. 
See Devotions for Sick Room, " Ascenston-dayy 



By Thutb Aootjt and Bloody Sweat ; by Thy 
Cboss and Passion ; by Thy Peecious Death 

AND BXTEIAL ; BY ThY GLOEIOTJS EeSIJEEECTION 

AND Ascension ; and by the coming of the Holy 
Ghost, 

• Good LoED, deliver tia. 



9n glor^ be in 9(ie{uie{, TO||o i)aK( obmonu tieati), nxCfk 
liati) giben uii btctoi^ antf great merc^. 
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Russell, B.C.L. lOs. 6d. 

Angrlican Ordinations Valid : a Refotation of certain Statements, by 
the Very Rev. P. R. Kenricic, V.G.** By the Rev. J. F. Russell. Is. 

Revival of Old Church of Bngrland Principles no New Faith, by the 
Rev. W. B. Flower, B.A. 6d. 

Plea for Musical Services, by the Rev. W. B. Flower. Sd. 

What shall be Done to Regrain the Lost ) a Plea fcnr the Poot ; by the 
Rev. W. B. Flower. 4d., by post Od. 

Treatise on the English Church : containlngr Remarks on its History, 
Theory, &c. By the Rev. W. Oresley, M.A. Is. 

The Real Dangrer of the Church of Bngrland, by the Rev. W. Oresley. Qd. 

Second Statement of the Real Danger of the Church, is. 

Third Statement of the Real Dangler of the Church. Is. 
The above three pamphlets in one vol., 9s. fld. 

Word of Remonstrance with the Evangelicals, by the Rev. W. Ores- 
ley. 6d. 

Second Word of Remonstrance with the Evangelicals, by the Rev. 
W. Oresley. 6d. 

Letter to the Dean of Bristol on Trmctarianism, by the Rev. W. Ores- 
ley. 18. 

Stand Fast and Hope : a Letter, by the Rev. W. Oresley. is. 

Holy Baptism : a Complete Statement of the Church's Doctrine. By 
the Rev. C. S. Orueber, M.A. Is. 6d. 

Plain Discourse on the One Faith, by the Rev. C. S. Orueber. is. 

Progress of the Church of England since the Reformation. 6d., cl. 9d. 

The Union of the Spiritual and Temporal Authorities in one Court, 
by the Rev. W. P. Ward, M.A. is. 

PremoniUon to the Priesthood touching the Use of the Holy Scriptures 
as an Elementary Book, by the Rev. R. Woods, fld. 

Demoniacal Possession j its Nature and Cessation. A prise essay, 
by the Rev. T. Woodward, M.A. 2s. 

Congregational Independents : an Inquiry into their Faith and Prac- 
tice. By the Rev. H. Wray, M.A. 8d. 

Ecclesiastical Restoration and Reform. No. 1 Suggestions on Church 
Rates, Parish Officers, &c. No. 8 The Education Question Prac- 
tically Considered. By the Rev. W. Blant. M.A. Is. each. 

Use and Abuse of Church Bells, by the Rev. W. Blunt. 6d. 

Record of the College of Christ Church, Brecon, by the Rev. Jermyn 
Pratt. IS. 

The Ordinance of Confession, by the Rev. W. Oresley. SB. doth. 
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Essay on Sisterhoods in the English Church, by the Rev. W. B. 

Sellon. 18. 
Plea for Sisterhoods* by the Bishop of Brechin. 3d. 
Increase of Romanism in England, by the Rev. H. Newland, MJk. M. 
Holiness in the Priest's Household, by a Clergymaa. 6d. Reprinting. 
The Christian Sacrifice in the Eucharist considered, by the Right Rer. 

Alexander Jolly, D.D., late Bishop of Moray, as. 0d. 
Celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Reprinted from the " Ecclesiastic'* 

6d. 
The Scottbh Church and the English Schismatics : Letters, by the 

Rev. Robert Montgomery, M.A. Ss. 
Strictures on the Duke of Argyll's Essay, by David Aitchison, M.A. 

2s. 6d. 
Observations upon the Sunday Services, by Bishop JoUy. 6s., cslf 

8s. 6d. 
Dig:est of the Law of Moses, Moral, Civil, Ceremonial, as. 6d. 
The Doctrine of Holy Baptism Briefly Explained, by the Rev. C. E. 

Douglass, is. 6d. 
Systematic Analjrsis of Bishop Butler's Analogy, by the Rev. Henry 

H. Duke, B.A. 4s. 6d., mterleaved 6s. 
List of Service Books according to tike Uses of tiie Anglican Chnrcfa, 

with the possessors. 3s. 6d. 
Canon Chant Manual : being the solemn and eaphonious mode of 

Chanting, as in olden times. By William Mason. 6d. 
Historical Notices of Choristers, by the Rev. James Edwin MiUsrd, 

M.A. 28. 6d. 
The Present State of the Church. In Six Letters, with a Postscript. 

By the Rev. J. Jebb. is. 
Memorial of the Churchwardens of the Parish of Westboume, to tbe 

Lord Bishop. 6d. 
The Church in the Cloisters; or Monks and Monasteries. By the 

Rev. Samuel Fox, M.A., F.S.A. 5s. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL AND ABCHITECTTTBAL. 

The Ecclesiologist. Published under the Superintendence of the Ec- 

desiological late Cambridge Camden Society, every alternate 

month, is. 6d. 

Twelve Volumes are now published, and maybe had attiie fcdlowiag 

prices, in doth:— Vol. I., Ss. 6d. { Vol. II., with Two Engravinp, 

ss. 6d. ; Vol. III., with Seven Engravings, 6s. 6d. { VoL IV., (New 

Series, I.) with Four Engravings, 88. ; Vol. V., (N. 8. II.) with Three 

Engravings, 8s. 6d. ; Vol. VI. (N. 8. III.) with Three Engravfaigs, 

price 7s. 6d.} Vol. VIL (N.S. IV.) with Three Engravings, 88. t Vol. VIII. 

(N. S. V.) with Engravings, lis. j Vol. IX. (N. S. VI.) lis. VoL X- 

(N. S. VII.) with Engravings ISs. VoL XL (N. S. vni.) 8s. 6d. VoL 

XII. (N. S. IX.) 

Hand-Book of English Ecclesiol(4T< Ccmipanlon for Cbnrch Tourists, 
doth, 7fc* ; or limp Calf interleaved, lOs. 6d. 

Sketches of Continental Ecdesiology. Ecdesiological Notes hn Bel- 
gium, &c., by the Rev. B. Webb, M.A. 12s. 

Ecdesiological Notes on the Isle of Man : a Sunmier Pilgrimage. By 
theRev.J. M.Neale, M.A. 3s. 6d. 

Hierurgia Anglicana; Illustrative of the Ritual of the Churdi of 
England. 18s. 
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The Ecclesiologist's Guide to the Churches round Cambridge. 2s. 
Practical Remarks on the Minor Accessories to the Service of the 

Church» by Gilbert J. French. 48. 
Hints on Ornamental Needlework, for Ecclesiastical Purposes. 3s. 
Ecclesiastical Embroidery. Working Patterns of Flowers, on sheets, 

Nos. I to 13, 6d. each} or in Three Parts, 3s. each. 
Churches of Scarborough and the Neighbourhood, by the Rev. G. A. 

Poole, and John West Hugall, Architect. 3s. 6d., paper 28. 6d. 
Book of Mediaeval Alphabets. Oblong 4to., 28. 
Church Walks in Middlesex : being a Series of Ecclesiological Notes. 

By John Hanson Sperling, B.A. 3s. 6d. 
The Arrangement of Parish Churches Considered, by the Rev. J. W. 

Hewett, B.A. 6d. 
Proportion in Gothic Architecture, by the Rev. P. Freeman. With 

plates, 2s. 6d. 
Principles of Church Restoration, by Edward A. Freeman, M. A. Is. 
History of Architecture, by E. A. Freeman, M.A. I4s. 
History of Ecclesiastical Architecture in England, by the Rev. G. A. 

Poole, M.A. 128. 
Churches, their Structure, Arrangement, Ornaments, &c., by the Rev. 

G. A. Poole. Is. 6d. 
Architectural Sketches on the Continent, by George Truefltt. Sixty 

Engraved Subjects, 10s. 6d. 
Designs for Country Churches, by George Truefltt. Imperial 4to., 30s. 
Tract upon Tombstones ; or Suggestions for Persons intending to set 

up Monuments. By the Rev. F. E. Paget, is. 
Christian Memorials; behig a series of Designs, by William Osmond, 

Jun., Salisbury. 158. 
Sunter*s Ornamental Designs for Gravestones. On a sheet, 28. 
Remarks on Christian Gravestones, with Drawings. By the Rev. 

Ecdes J. Carter, M.A. 38. 6d. In stiff Wrapper, 2b. 6d. 



PUBLICATIONS OF THE 

<£c(U£lto logical laU Cambrttfgi Camtfen docutp. 

Few Words to Churchwardens on Churches and Church Ornaments. 

No. 1 Country Parishes. 3d., or 2ls. per 100. 

No. 2 Town or Manufacturing Parishes. 3d. 
Few Words to Church Builders. Third edition, is. 
Appendix to a " Few Words to Church Builders." (id. 
Few Words to Parish Clerks and Sextons. Country Parishes. 2d. 
Few Words to Churchwardens : abridged from the two tracts. On a 

sheet. 
Advice to Workmen employed in Restoring a Church. Id. 
Advice to Workmen employed in Building a Church. Id. 
Church Enlargement and Church Arrangement. 6d. 
The History and Statisticks of Pues. 28. 6d. 
Supplement to the " History of Pues," containing the additional 

matter, is. 
Twenty-four Reasons for gettingrid of Church Pues. id., or 5s. per lOO. 
An Argument for the Greek Origin and Meaning of I H S. is. 6d. 
On the History of Christian Altars. 6d. 

Church Schemes : Forms for the description of a Church, is. per doz. 

The Report of the Society for 1847-8-9 j with a List of Members, is. 

B 
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The Transactions of the Cambridge Camden Society. Part I., 58. 0d. 
II., 68. III., 78. 6d. Inonevol. cloth. lOs. 

Working Drawings of the Middle Pointed Chancel of All Saints, Haw. 
ton, by M. J. Le Keox, Sen. Atlas folio. 25s. To Members, Sis. 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre : some account of its Restoration. Od. 

Exterior View ot the same (as restoied by the Cambridge Camdea 
Society). 28. 6d. 

Interior View of the same, taken after its Restoration. Is. 

Lithograph of the Font and Cover in the Church of S. Edward, Cam- 
bridge. 18. 6d. plain, 2s. India paper. 

Stalls and Scrcenwork in S. Mary's, Lancaster, is. 

Funerals and Funeral Arrangements, is. 

Illustrations of Monumental Brasses: with accompanying descrip- 
tions and Lithograi^s. In six parts. No. 8, 68. plain ; India- 
paper proofs, 7s. 6d. Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6, 8s. plain ; India- paper 
proofs, 108. 6d. 

Instrumenta Ecclesiastica. Vol. 1, jf*!. lis. 6d. 

Second Series, published on alternate months, price Ss. 6d. each. 
Parts 1 to 4, now ready, coutainiDK Plan for Cemetery Chapel, Uch 
House, Desks, Gables, Wooden Churches, &c. 

PABOCHIAL AND CHUBCH WORKS. 

The Churchman's Diary j an Almanack for the year of Grace 1858. Sd. 
Masters's List of Churches in which the Daily Prayers are said. 6d. 
Memoranda Parochiwlia, or the Parish Priest's Pocket Book, by the 

Rev. F. E. Paget. 38. 6d., double size 5s. 
The District Visitor's Memorandum Book. 6d., the paper is. per qoire. 
Sermons Register : by which an account may be kept of Sermons, is. 
The Sponsor's Duty. On thin card, 2s. 6d. per 100. 
Certificates of Confirmation and Holy Communion, in red and black, 

2d., or 148, per 100. 
Certificates of Baptism, Confirmation, and First Commonion, on a 

card, 2d., or Us. per 100. 
Form of Prayer and Ceremonies used at the Consecration ol Cbarchea» 

&c., in Ix)ndon, Oxford, and Winchester. Id., or 78. per 100. 
Form of Prayer for Laying the Stone of a Church or Chapel, id. 
Form of Prayer for Laying the Stone of a School. Id. 
Forms for Notice of Services, for affixing on church doors. Ss. per 100. 
The Order for the Burial of the Dead. Large card, for attendants, 6d. 
Selections from the Old and New Versions of the Paalms, aa naed at 

Christ Church, S. Pancras. is. fid. 
An Order of Psalms. Selected from the Old and New Verakma of the 

Psalms, by the Rev. M. Walcott, M.A. On a sheet, 2d. 
On Private Devotion in Churches, is. 

POETBT. 

Original Ballads, by Living Authors, 1850. Edited by the Rev. H. 

Thompson, M.A. lOs. 6d., morocco 158. 
Mediaeval Hymns, Sequences, and other Poems, translated by the Rev. 

J. M. Neale. 2s. fid. 
Lyra Sanctorum : Lays for the Minor Festivals, edited by the Rer. 

W. J. Deane. 6s. 
Pietas Metrica, by the Rev. T. M. Hopkins. Ss. fid. 
Rural Thoughts and Scenes, by W. Whiting. Os. 
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Lays and Legends of tbe Chnrch in England, by the Rev. J. M. 

Neale. 3s. 6d. 
Hymns for the Sick : for the hours, days of the week, &c., by the Rev. 

J. M. Neale. lOd., cloth is. 6d. 
Hymns for Children. First, Second, and Third Series. By the Rev. 

J. M. Neale. 3d. each. Complete in cloth. Is. 
Songs and Ballads for Manafactorers, by the Rey. J. M. Neale. 8d. 
Echoes from Old Cornwall, by the Rey. R. S. Hawker, M.A. 4s. 
Lays of Israel, by Amelia M. Loraine. 28. 6d. cloth, 48. morocco. 
Lays Concerniog the Early Church, by the Rev. J. F. Russell, is. fid. 
Lays of the Church, and other Verses, is. 
Hymns for the Service of the Church. Edited by the Rev. J. Old- 

know. 18. 6d. 
Songs of Christian Chivalry, by the author of ** Hymns and Scenes of 

Childhood." 38. 6d. 
Christmas Eve and other Poems, by Mrs. Cuthbert Oriebar. is. 
Hymns on Scripture Characters for the Young, is. 
Hymns for Little Children, by the author of ** Verses for Holy Sea- 
sous," &c. 6d., Is. cloth, gilt edges is. 6d. 
This little volume has the Clerical Imprimatur of the author of the 
" Christian Year." 

The Morning and Evening Hymns are set to Music for Schools, &o. 
6d. each. 
Moral Songs, by the author of "Hymns for Littte Children.** 8d. 

cloth is. 
The Famine in Ireland: a Poem. Is. 
Preparatives for Death, by Bishop Ken. 2s, 

Ancient Hymns for Children, by the Rev. I. Williams, B.D. is. 6d. 
Hymns on the Catechism, by the Rev. I. Williams. 8d., cloth Is. 
Hymns used at S. Saviour's, Leeds. 8d. cloth, 28. bound. 
The Child's Book of Ballads, by the author of ** Hymns and Scenes of 

Childhood." 28. 6d. 
Cinderella: a Fairy Tale in Verse. By the author of "Harry and 

Walter." is. 
Margaret: an Olden Tale, in Verse. By the author of *< Hymns and 

Scenes of Childhood." 2s. 6d. cloth, is. 6d. paper. 
Hymns and Scenes of Childhood. Third edition, 2s. 6d. 
Wreath of Lilies a Gift for the Young. By the same author. 8n. 45d, 
Holy Times and Scenes, by tbe Rev. J . S. Tate. Ss. Second Series, 3s. 
Fsahns and Hymns Selected for the use of S. Andrew's, Well Street, 

by the late Rev. T. M. Fallow, la. 

MUSIC. 

Now Publishing, under the sanction of the Ecdesiologioal late 

Cambridge Camden Society. 

1. A Hymnal Noted, or Translations of the Ancient Hymns of the 

Church. Edited by the Rev. J. M. Neale» M.A., and the Rev. 

Thomas Helmore, M.A. Part 1. as. 6d. 
S. The Words of the Hymnal, in a beparate form. Vellum cloth, dd. 
3. Accompanying Harmonies to the Hymnal Noted, by the Rev. T. 

Helmore. Three parts, 4s. 4d. 

.The Church Hymn Book and the Church Tune, Book* In one vol, 
imperial 8vo., 3ls. 
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Tbe Prefaces in the Office of the Holy Commmiion, with their AodeDt 

Chant, by the Rev. J. L. Crompton, M.A. 68. 
Sacred Music : containing: Odginal Psalm Tunes, Services, and Single 

and Double Chants, by the Rev. W. S. S. Evans, B.A. 6s. 
Sacred Hymns and Anthems, with the Music as used in S. Savioar, 

Leeds. Complete in wrapper, 5s. 
Gregorian and other Chants, adapted to the Psalter and Canticles, as 

pointed to be sung in Churches. 2s. 6d. 
The Eight Gregorian Tones with their several endings, separately. 4d. 
The Psalter, or Psalms of David, Pointed as they are to be socg in 

Churches, to Sixty-seven Ancient Chants. 3s. 
Companion to the Psalter.— Sixty-seven Ancient Chants or Tones of 

the Church, arranged in modem notation, in four parts, is. 
The Canticles, Hymns, and Creed, used in Morning and Evening 

Prayer, set to the Ancient Tones. 6d. 

Selection from the Quire Psalter, being the Psalms according to the 
Use of the Book of Common Prayer, set forth and arranged to 
upwards of five hundred Chants. 
1. The Psalter with the Treble Part.->2. The Psalter with the Alto. 

^3. The Psalter with the Tenor Part.— 4. The Psalter with the Bass.— 

5. The Psalter with the parts compressed for accompaniment. 2s. 6d. 

each Vocal Part : the Organ Part with words, 5s. 

Dies Irse. The Latin translated into like English metre, by W. J. 
Irons, B.D., with the music, by Charles Child Spencer, Esq. 2s. 6d. 
English Words, 3s. 6d. per 100. 

Hymns of the Church, Pointed as they are to be Chanted ; together 
with the Vendcles, Litany, Responses, &c., by T. Talhs. Ar- 
ranged by Mr. Pearsall. is. 

*' The Threefold Heavens of Glorious Height.** The words from the 
"Cathedral.** The music by M. A. W. is. 

King Alfred*s Hymn. *' As the Sun to brighter Skies.** Arranged to 
ancient music, by Dr. Smith. 8d. 

"Last Night I I^ya Sleeping:** a Christmas Carol. The music by 
H. J. Gauntlett, Mus. Doc. is. 

To the Redbreast: a Song. The Words by the late Rev. G. Cornish. 
The music by T. J. Jones. 2s. 

The Morning and Evening Hymns. From the ** Hymns for Little 
Children,'* set to Music forthe use of Schools and Families. 6d.each. 

The Child's Grace before and alt«r Meat, set to simple music, by Dr. 
Gauntlett. 

Four Christmas Carols, first Series. Oncein Royal David's City— As 
Joseph was a Walking^Upon the Snow-clad earth without— There 
were Shepherds once abiding. Music by Dr. Gauntlett. is. the set. 

Four New Carols. Second Series. Old Christmas, hail— Star-lit sha- 
dows soft and still— When in Bethlehem's humble manger— Lo ! on 
Bethlehem's grassy plains. Music by Dr. Gauntlett, is. 

Four New Carols. Third Series. Fearfully, timidly, now do we raise 
—Christians all, your jojrfol voices— Though but Little Children.— 
Blessed are the Poor in Spirit. Words from the CkurekmtaM*M 
Companion, Music by James Hine, Esq., M.A. is. 
The Three sets bound together 2s. 6d. 

An Easter Carol. The melody of a Sequence of the Thirteenth Cen- 
tury ^ the words firom two ancient Carols. By the Rev. J. M. 
NiAts. 0d. 
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English History for Children, by the Rev. J. M. Neale. 2s. fid. ; 

School Edition, Is. 8d. 
History of Greece, Edited by the Rev. J. M. Neale. Ss. cheap edit. 2s. 
History of Rome, by the Rev. Samuel Fox, M.A., F.S.A. ss. 
History of Spain, by the Rev. Bennett 6. Johns. 2s. 6d. 
History of Portugral to the year 1836. 28. 6d. 

The f:)llowinfir are in preparation : 
History of France, by the Rev. Joseph HaskoU, B.A. 
History of Germany, by the Rev. W. D. Millctt, M.A. 
History of Holland, by the Rev. E. H. Landon, M.A. 
History of Ireland, edited by the Rev. T. K. Arnold, B.D. 



Short History of some Deacons in the Church, by the author of 

'* Hymns and Scenes of Childhood.*' 6d. 
A contmuous Outline of Sacred History, by the Rev. W. Sloane 

Sloane Evans, B.A. 48. dd. 
The Noble Army of Martyrs, by the Rev. Samuel Fox, M.A. 28. 
History of England. From the First Invasion to Queen Victoria, by 

Rev. G. A. Poole, M.A., 2 vols, cloth, 98. 
lives of Englishmen in Past Days. First Series, containing Herbert, 

Donne, Ken, Sanderson. 6d. 

Second Series, Kettlewell, Hammond, Wilson, Mompesson, Bold, 
Jolly, fid. 

Third Series, Walton, Wotton, Fanshawe, Earl of Derby, Colling, 
wood. Raffles, Exmouth. lOd. 

Fourth Series, King Alfred, Sir T. More, John Evelyn, is. 
Lives of Certain Fathers of the Church. Edited by the Rev. W. J. E. 

Bennett, M.A. Vol. III., fis. 
History of Greece, for Schools and Families, by Mrs. Toogood. 7s. 
Book of Church History, founded on the Rev. W. Palmer's ** Ecciesi' 

astical History." Is. 
Reading Lessons for Schools, by the Rev. W. B. Flower, B.A. Ss. 
Plain Readings from Scripture History for Schools, by a Country 

Vicar. 8d. 
Chronological Harmony of the Four Gospels, by the Rev. W. Sloane 

Evans, B.A. fid. 
Catechism on the Incarnation, is. fid. 
Catechetical Lectures on the Incarnation, by the Rev. James Hicks. 

4s.fid. 
Synchronistical or Cotemporary Annals of the Kings and Prophets of 

Israel and Judah, by W. J. Jenkins, M.A. 6s. 
Examination Questions on the Pentateuch. For the Use of Schoolfl, 

by the Rev. C. A. Johns, B.A., F.L.S. is. 
The Collects and Catechising throughout the year, by the Rev. B. G. 

Johns. 3s. 
Easy Dictation Lessons, original and selected, by the Rev. B. G* 

Johns, is. 
Catechism, to be learnt before the Church Catechism. Id., (2d. by 

post,) 5s. per hmidred. 
Manual of Catechetical Instruction, arranged by the Rev. G. Arden. Ss. 
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Help to an Exposition of the Catechism of the Enf^lish Church, hy the 

Rer. John MiU Chanter, M.A. dd. 
The Church Catechism illustrated by the Book of Common Prayer, by 

the Rey. Rowland Smith, M.A. 4d. 
A Catechism on the Book of Common Prayer, by the Rev. Alexander 

Watson, M.A. In the Press. 
Catechism on the Holy Scriptures, by the Rev. E. J. Phipps. l8mo. is. 
Lessons for every Day in the Week, with Hymns and Music. 3d. 
Companion to the Lessons, for the use of the Teacher. Is. sd. 
An Outline of the History of the Church, in Question and Answer, by 

the Rev. S. W. Mangin, B.A. 4d. 
Companion to the Sunday Services of the Church of England. Ss. 
Conversations with Cousin Rachel. Parts I. and II., gd, each. Parts 

III. and IV., is. each. 4s. 6d. complete. 
The Sum of the Catholic Faith, from Bishop Cosin. 2d., or 14s. per 100. 
What we are to believe : Lessons on the Creed. Is. 6d. 
Fasts and Festivals of the Church, in a conversational form. Ss. 6d. 
Easy Lessons for the younger Children in Sunday Schools. 4d. 
Questions on the same, for the Use of the Teacher, gd., or 8b. per 

dozen. 
Lessons in Grammar for a Child. Large type, price 4d. 
English Grammar, with a First Lesson in Reading. 2d. 
Charades from History, Geography, and Biography, by Eliza Wake- 
field, is. 6d. 

jFtncfik^ fiUmmU of fntfusltr^. 

No. I. Cooking: or. Practical Training for Servants, &c. lOd. 
No. II. Gardening} or, Training for Boys as Gardeners. lOd. 
No. III. Household Work; or. The Duties of Female Servants, lOd. 
No. IV. Needlework. Nearly ready. 

Other Manuals are in preparaHom, 

TALES, ETC. 

The First Captivity and Destruction of Jerusalem, a Tale, by the Rev. 

Henry Spencer Slight, B.D. 7b. 6d. ; calf. lOs. 6d. 
Annals of Virgin Saints, from Primitive and Mediaeval Times, 38. fid. 
Lives of Eminent English Divmes, by the Rev. W. H. Teale, M.A. fts. 

Life of Bishop Andrewes, is. Life of Dr. Hammond, is. 

Life of Bishop Bull, gd. Life of Bishop Wilson, is. 

liife of Jones of Nay land. I s. 

Cressingham ; or, the Missionary, by Charlotte Priscilla Adams. Ss. 

The Voices of Harvest, by the Rev. R. Milman, M.A. is. 6d. paper, is. 

The Way through the Desert; or. The Caravan, by the Rev. R. Biil- 

man, M.A. is., or is. 6d. clotii. 
The Birthday, by the author of " Gideon,»» " Josiah," &c. 38. fid. 
Book of Anecdotes, by the Rev. T. Chamberlain, is. 
The Christian Gentleman's Daily Walk, by Sir Archibald Edmonstone, 

Bart. as. fid. 
Enthusiasm not Religion, a Tale, by the late M. A. C. Ss. fid., paper 

is. fid. 
The Inheritance of Evil, a Tale, by the author of " Wayfaring 

Sketches.** 3s. fid. 
The Meeting in the Wilderness, an Imagination, by the same author. Ss. 



TALBSy ETC. 15 

Godfrey Davenant at School. 3s. 6d. 

Godfrey Davenant at CoUegre. A Tale for UnderfiTftdaates. 28. 6d. 

WiUiam Blake ; or, tbe English Farmer, by the Rev. W. E. Heygate. 

38. 6d. 
The Island of Liberty, by the author of " Theodore." 4s. 6d. 
The King's Daughter, a tale, is., paper cover, 6d. 
Clement Walton ; or, the English Citizen, by the Rev. W. Gresley, 

M.A. 3s. 6d.; paper, is. 6d. 
Charles Lever ; the Man of the Nineteenth Century, by the Rev. W. 

Gresley, M.A. 3s. 6d. Cheap edition, is. 8d. 
Church Clavering ; or, the Schoolmaster, by the Rev. W. Gresley, 

M.A. 4s. Cheap Edition, 2s. 
The Siege of Lichfield, a Tale of the Great Rebellion, by the Rev. W. 

Gresley, M.A. 4s. Cheap edition, is. 8d. 
The Forest of Arden, a Tale of the English Reformation, by the Rev. 

W. Gresley, M.A. 4s. Cheap edition, 2s. 
Coniston Hall ; or, the Jacobites, by the Rev. W. Gresley, M.A. 4s. 6d. 
Frank's First Trip to the Continent, by the Rev. W. Gresley, M.A. 

4s. 6d. Cheap edition, 3i. 
Bernard Leslie, a Tale, by the Rev. W. Gresley. 48. 6d. 
Henrietta's Wish. A Tale, by the author of "Scenes and Cha- 
racters." 58. 
Stories of the Crusades, by the Rev. J. M. Neale, M.A. 3s. Od. 
Duchenier, or the Revolt of La Vendue, by the Rev. J. M. Neale. 48. 6d. 
Agnes de Tracy, a Tale, by the Rev. J. M. Neale. 28. 
Hierologns; or, the Church Tourists, by the Rev. J. M. Neale. 6s. 

Cheap edition, 3s. 4d. 
The Unseen World ; Communications with it, real or imaginary, by 

the Rev. J. M. Neale. 3s. 6d. 
Tales of the Empire, or Scenes from the History of the House of 

Hapsburg, by the Rev. J. Balnes. Is. 6d., paper Is. 
Tales of a London Parish, &c., by the author of *' Tales of Kirkbeck." 

Edited by the Rev. W. J. E. Bennett. 58. 
The Dream that was really Dreamt. In small 4to., Is. 6d. 
Consecration and Desecration : a Shadow of the Times, 1850-61. 3s. 6d. 
Snowball and other Tales, by Isabella Forbes. 28. 6d. 
Stories on the Beatitudes, by the Rev. G. F. Pearson. Is. 
The Baron's Little Daughter, and other Tales, by the author of " Verses 

for Holy Seasons." 2s. 6d. Large edition, with borders, 4s. 6d. 
Classical Tales and Legends, by the Rev. W. B. Flower. 2s. 
Tales of Faith and Providence, by the Rev. W. B. Flower. 2s., or in 

a packet, 2s. 
Deeds of Faith; Stories from Church History, by the Rev. J. M. 

Neale. 28. 
The Followers of the Lord ; Stories from Church History, by the Rev. 

J. M. Neale. 2s. 
Stories from Herodotus, by the Rev. C. E. Moberly, M.A. 3s. 
Milford Malvoisin ; or. Pews and Pewholders, by the Rev. F. E. Paget, 

M.A. 58. 
S. Antholin's ; or, Old Churches and New, by the Rev. F. E. Paget. 

New edition. In the Press. 
The Warden of Bex kingbolt, by the Rev. F. E. Paget, 5s. Cheap 

edition, 2s. 8d. 
Sir Raoul de Broc and his Son Tristram, a Tale of the Twelfth Cen- 
tury, by the Rev. G. A. Poole, M.A. 2s. 6d. 
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Mary and Mildred; or. Principle the Guide of Impulse. Edited by the 

Rev. Stair Doagrlas. ss. 
The Dark River, an Allegory, by the Rev. Edward Monro. Ss. 6d. 

Cheap edition, is. 
The Vast Army, by the Rev. Edward Monro. 28. 6d. Cheap edit is. 
The Combatants, by the Rev. Edward Monro. 2s. 6d. Cheap edit. is. 
The Revellers.— Midnight Sea.— The Wanderer, by the Rev. Edirard 

Monro. 2s. 6d. 

The above four in one volome, 78. 6d. 
Harry and Archie; or, First and Last Communion, by the Rev. E. 

Monro. Part I. 6d. Part. II. 6d.; togrether, is. 
Self- Devotion ; or, the Prussians at Hochkirch, from the German. Is. 
The Maiden Aunt's Tales. 4s. 6d. 
Was it a Dream ? and the New Churchyard, by the author of ** Amy 

Herbert." is. 6d. ; paper, Is. 
Five Tales of Old Time. 38. 6d. Or separately in doth. 

Follow Me. (C. B. H., Morwenstow) is.— Shepherd of the Giant 

Mountains. (Fooqu^) Is.— The Knight and the Enchanters. 

(Fouqu^.) 18.— The Stream. Is.— The Castle on the Rock. la. 
Aslauga and her Knight. An Allegory. From the German, is. 6d. 
Pearls Strang, adapted for Short Perusal, by the Rev. F. W. Poland. S/6. 
Betty Cornwell and her Grandchildren : uniform with ** Harry and 

Archie." 6d. 

JDTENILE AND BEWAKD3. 

The Fall of Croesus: a Story from Herodotus. By the Rev. W. 

Adams. Ss. 0d. 
The Vine on the Mountain : an Allegory. By W. C. Chepmell. 2s. 
The Child's New Lesson Book, or Stories for Little Readers. Is. 6d., 

coloured 2s. 6d. 
The Daily Life of the Christian Child : a poem for children. Od. ; or 

on a sheet, 2d. ; cheap edition, in packets of 25, 2s. 
The Last Sleep of the Christian Child : a poem, companion to the 

<* Daily Ufe." 6d. ; or on a sheet, 2d. 
Drop in the Ocean, or the Little Wreath of Fancy, by Agnes and 

Bessie. Is. 
Holiday Tales, by the Rev. W. Gresley. 28., wrapper Is. fid. 
The Horn Book ; Lessons for Little Children, on cards. First Series, 

is. 6d. Second Series, is. 6d. 
The Island Choir, or the Children of the Child Jksus. 6d. 
Ivo and Verena, or the Snowdrop • a Tale. 2s. ; stiff cover, is. 6d. 
The Tower Builders, and the Two Merchants : Two Allegories. 9d. 
Lady Ella, by the author of " Hymns and Scenes of Childhood.'* 3s. 6d. 
Guardian Angels : an Allegory. By Mary F. Lester. 28. 6d. 
Little Annie and her Sisters, by E. W. H. is. 6d., paper is. 
Little Alice and her Sister. 2s. 6d. 
Lord of the Forest and his Vassals, by the author of *' Hjrmns for 

Little Children." 3s. 6d., paper 2s. 6d. 
The Mystery of Marking : a Parable for School Gurls. By the Rev. 

R. Milman, M.A. 6d., cloth lOd. 
Theodore, his Brother and Sisters. Edited by the Rev. W. Nevins. 3/fl. 
The Recollections of a Soldier's Widow, is. 
Story of a Dream, or the Mother's Version of Little Red Riding Hood. 

18. 



JUYSNILE AND RBWARDS. 17 

Tales for my Godson. Translated from the German, by Frances M. 

Wilbraham. 3s. The profits to be given to the Delhi Mission. 
Samuel; a Story for Choristers, is., cloth is. 6d. 
Path of Life, by the author of the " Seven Corporal Works of Mercy.*' 

is., cloth IS. 6d. 
Stories of Holy Men and Women, by the author of "Hymns and 

Scenes of Childhood." 2s. ; in packets, 2s. 
Stories on the Lord's Prayer, by the author of "Amy Herbert." 6d. 
Stories on the Commandments. 6d. 

Sunsetting : a story of happiness, peace, and contentment. 6d. 
The Champion of the Cross: an Allegory. By the Rev. J. S. Tute, 

B.A. 2s. 6d. 
Esther Merle, and other Tales, by Mrs. Frances Vidal. 2s. 6d. 
The Churchman's Companion : a Monthly Magazine, 6d. Ten vols. 

complete, 46*1. 138. 6d. 
True Stories of Cottagers, by the Rev. E. Monro. 2s. 6d. 
Stories on the Beatitudes, is. 



The early Volumes were Edited by the Rev. F. E. Paget j the later by 
the Rev. J. F. Russell. 

1. Tales of the Village Children, by the Rev. F. £. Paget. First 
Series, 2s. 6d. 

2. The Hope of the Katzekopfs : a Fairy Tale by the Rev. F. E. 
Paget. 2s. 6d. 

3. Henri de Clermont, or the Royalists of La Vendue, by the Rev. 
W. Gresley. 2s. Reprinting. 

4. Popular Tales from the German, is. 6d. 

6. Tales of the Village Children, by the Rev. F. E. Paget. Second- 
Series, 2s. 6d. 

6. The Triumphs of the Cross. Tales of Christian Heroism, by the 
Rev. J. M. Neale. 2s. 

7. Early Friendship, or the Two Catechumens, is. 6d. 

8. The Swedish Brothers, is. 6d. 

9. The Charcoal Burners, is. 6d. Reprinting. 

10. Luke Sharp, or Knowledge without Religion, by the Rev. F. E. 
Paget. 2s. 6d. 

11. Godfrey Daveuant; a Tale of School Life. By the Rev. W. E. 
Heygate. 28. 6d. 

12. Lays of Faith and Loyalty, by the Ven. Archdeacon Churton. 2s. 

13. The Triumphs of the Cross. Part 2, Christian Endurance. By 
the Rev. J. M. Neale. 28. 

14. An Introduction to the Study of Modem Geography, by the Rev. 
H. Hopwood. 2s. 6d. 

15. Colton Green; a Tale of the Black Country. By the Rev. W. 
Gresley. 2s. od. 

16. History of Portugal. 2s. 6d. 

17. Poynings : a Tale of the Revolution, 1688. 2s. 6d. 

18. The Manger of the Holy Night, from the German. By C. E. H. 
Morwenstow. 2s. 

19. Stories from Heathen Mythology, by the Rev. J. M. Neale. 2s. 

20. Stories from the Chroniclers. (Froissart.) By the Rev. H. P. 
Dunster. 2s. 6d. 

21. Godfrey Daveuant at College, by the Rev. W. Heygate. 2s. 6d. 
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WORKS PUBLISHED BY J. MASTERS. 



REWARD BOO K S. 

PENNY. 

THE SEVEN CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY.- 

In Seven Tales. In a Packet, price 6d. ; or boaud in ornamental 
cover, 8d. 



Visiting the Sick 
Visiting the Prisoner 
Burying the Dead 



Feeing the Hungry 
Giving Drink to the Thirsty 
Clothing the Naked 
Taking in the Stranger 

THE SEVEN SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY.- 

In a Packet, price 6d. ; or bound in Ornamental Cover, 8d. 



Counselling the Doubtful 
Teaching the Ignorant 
Admonishing the Sinner 
Comforting the Afflicted 



Forgiving Injuries 
Suffering Wrongs Patiently 
Praying for others 



THE HALF-HOLIDAY. A Packet of Six Tales, contain- 
. ing Six Different Ways of Spending a Half- Holiday. In a Packet, 
price 6d. 



Self-Denial 
Kindness 
Charles Withnell 



Usefulness 

Mischief 

The Good Daughter 



THE SCHOLAR'S NOSEGAY. Being a series of Tales 

In a packet, containing 13, price 



and Conversations on Flowers, 
is. ; or neatly bound, is. 6d. 

Introduction 

The Daisy 

The Violet 

The Arum 

The Crocus 

The Strawberry Blossom 

The Dandelion 



The Palm 

The Hawthorn 

The Tulip 

The Sunflower 

Grass 

The Forget-me-not 



FLOWERS AND FRUIT, ETC. For Little ChUdrcn. 
In a Packet, price Is. j or bound in cloth, is. 6d. 



Lucy ; or, the Violet 
Alice } or, the Daisy 
Mary ; or, the Sunflower 
Rachel; or, the Strawberry 

Blossom 
Crocuses; or, the Field of 

Flowers 



Ulies ; or, Light in Darkness 
Heart's Ease; or. Chamber of 

Peace 
The Orphan's Home 
Christmas. Tide ; or, the Words 

of a King 
The Foundling 



REWABO BOOKS. 
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THE YOUNG SOLDIERS, or THE DOUBLE BIRTH- 
DAY J and other Tales. A packet of Seven Tales, 6d. ; bound, 8d. 



The Young Soldiers. Part I. 
The Young Soldiers. Part II. 
The Little Sisters 
•* They do so in my Country" 



Herbert and Lizzie 
Christmas Eve 
Ashgrove F6te 



In packets of 6, price 6d, 

The Root of Bitterness 
Sunday in the Country 
The Allotment Ground 
What is Liberty? 
Cicely and Agnes 
The First Shilling 



Ash Wednesday 
Michaelmas Day 
All Saints' Day 
Questions on Christian Doc- 

trine and Practice 
How to be a Martyr 



TWOPENCE. 

In Packets of 13. Price 38. 



The Two Sheep 

Little Stories for Little Children 

** I am so happy" 

The Brother's Sacrifice 

The Dumb Boy 

Margaret Hunt 

The Sprained Ancle 

Dishonesty 

The Little Lace Ghrl 

The Ravens 

The Cat and her Kittens 

Rose Eglinton 

Pattie Grahame 

Tale of a Tortoise 



Elements of English History 
How to be Useful and Happy 
A Few Prayers and a Few Words 

about Prayer 
Lucy Ford 

Cripple of Rothenstein 
The Lord's Prayer; the Christian 

instructed in its import and 

use 
The Prize 
Annandale 
WiUiam Dale 
Easter Eve 



THBEEPENCE. 

In Packets of 13. Price 3s. 



Life of Dr. Allestree 
Poor Henry; or, the Little Pil- 
grim 
Rebecca Dennis and Mary Purdy 
Joseph Paehler, or the Man who 

would be rich 
The Ocean Current 
Neale's Hymns for Children. 
1st. Series 
Ditto 2nd Series 

Ditto 3rd Series 



Memoir of a Sunday Scholar 
Poor Churchman's Calendar 
Hannah and Alice 
Hymns for Children of the 

Church of England 
Maurice Favell 
The Primroses 
London Pride 
Midsummer Day 
Phcebe, or the Hospital 
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WORKS PUBLISHED BY J. If A8TBR8. 



FOUBPENCE. 

In a Packet of IS, price 48. 



The Singers 

The Wake 

Beating: the Boonds 

The Bonfire 

Hallowmas Eve 

ASanday Walk and aSondayTalk 

Legend of S. Dorothea 

Dream of S. Perpetoa 

Siege of msibU 

Christian Heroism 

The Little Miners 

The Secret 

Little Willie, the Lame Boy 

Try Again 

Mks Peck's Adventures 

A Day's Pleasure 

The Drunkard's Boy 

The Cottage in the Lane 



The Railroad Boy 

Smith's Church Catediism fllas- 
trated 

The Schoolmaster; a Tsleofthe 
Thirty Years* War 

The Christian's Converse 

Homeck's Lives of the PiimitiTC 
Christians 

Consolation, or Benefits of Inter- 
cessory Prayer 

Robert Lee 

Annie's Grave 

Ways of overcoming Temptation 

Mangin's Catechism on the 
Church 

Laura T. 

Flora and her Children 

Ellen Meyrick. 



SIXPENCE. 

In Packeto of 13. Price Os. 



The Christian Child's Book. Pt. I. 
Ditto Part II. 

Hymns for Little Children 
The Island Choir 
The Mystery of Marking 
The Shepherds of Bethlehem 
The Garden in the Wilderness 
The Convert and Hester Martin 
Harry and Archie. Part I. 
Ditto Part II. 

Daily life of the Christian Child 
Last Sleep of the Christian Child 
Honor Delafont 
Progress of the Church since the 

Reformation 
Michael the Chorister 
Sister's Care. By the Author of 

*' Michael the Chorister" 
Edward Trueman 
Bird-keeping Boy 
A Sunset Reverie 
Rachel Ashbum 
Sunsettlngj or. Old Age in its 

Glory 



The Precious Stones of tlie King^ 
House 

Frederic Lambert; or, the Stu- 
dent of Leipsig 

The Young Drummer j or, the 
Affectionate Son 

The Ten Commandments in 
Verse 

The Penitent's Path 

Easy Tales for LitUe Children 

UtUe Stories for LitUe Children 

Gerhard's MediUtions 

Harry and Walter 

The Friends 

Lucy Parker 

OUve Lester 

Village Story 

Harriett and her Sister 

Poor Churchman's Calendar, d. 

Lives of Englishmen. 1st Series 
Ditto snd Series 

Stories on the Lord's Prayer 

Stories on the Commandments 

Manual for Confirmation 



Devotions for Schoolboys. 



REWARD BOOKS. 
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EiaHTPENCE. 



Plain Reading Lessons from 
Scripture History 

Kelson's Guide to the Holy Com- 
munion 

The Seven Corporal Works of 
Mercy, bds. 

NINEPENCE. 

Horneck's Daily Exercises 



The Seven Spiritual Works of 

Mercy, bds. 
Hook's Cross of Christ 
Moral Song:s, paper cover 
Hymns on the Catechism 



Moral Songs, in Three Parts 
Ken's Practice of Divine Love 
Kettlewell's Companion for the 

Penitent 
Sanderson's Christian Content- 
ment 
Progress of the Church since the 
Reformation, cluth 



Taylor's Death, Judgment, Hea- 
ven, and Hell 
Life of Bishop Bull 
Life of Jones of Nayland 
Cousin Rachel. Part 1 
Ditto Part 2 

Tower Builders 



TENFENCE. 



Finchley Manuals, Cooking. 
Ditto, Gardening. 
Ditto, Young Servant's Guide. 
Mystery of Marking, cloth. 



Neale's Hymns for the Sick, stiff 

cover. 
Lives of Englishmen. 3rd Series 



The Christian Child's Book, cloth 

Gresley's Treatise on the Church 

Hymns for Little Children, cloth 

Hymns on Scripture Characters 

Moral Songs, cloth 

Monro's Dark River, stiff cover 

Monro's Vast Army, ditto 

Monro's Combatants 

Monro's Harry and Archie, com- 
plete 

The Young Churchman's Maimal 

Commentary on the Seven Peni- 
tential Psalms 

Recollections of a Soldier's 
Widow 

Life of Bishop Andrewes 

Life of Dr. Hammond 

Life of Bishop Wilson 

Bessie Gray, cloth 

Edward Trueman, cloth 

Birdkeeping Boy, cloth 

A Drop in the Ocean 

Cinderella in verse 

Hopwood's Child's Geography 

Johns* Easy Dictation Lessons 

Johns* Questions on the Penta- 
teuch 

The King's Daughter 

Samael : a Story for Choristers 

Tales of the Empire 



ONE SHILLING. 



Neale's Hymns for Children, cl. 

Christmas Eve and other Poems 

The Path of Life, stiff cover 

Steps to the Altar 

Cosin's Private Devotions 

Self- Devotion 

Story of a Dream 

The Scholar's Nosegay 

Fruits and Flowers 

Sibter's Care, cloth 

Michael the Chorister, cloth 

Biddy Kavanagh, &c. 

Doctrine of the Cross illustrated 

Lays of the Church 

Lives of Englishmen. 4th Series 

Book of Anecdotes 

Shepherd of the Giant Mountain 

The Stream 

Follow Me 

Knight and the Enchanters 

Castle on the Rock 

Was it a Dream i 

Milmaii's Way through the Desert 

(stiff cover) 
MUman's Voices of Harvest 
Phipp's Catechism on Scriptures 
Cousin Rachel. Part 3 
Ditto Part 4 

Book of Church History 
Stories on the Beatitudes 
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ONE SHILLING AJU) SIXPENCE. 



The Child's New Lesson Book 
Christiaii's Chamber Companion 
FiDchiey Manual of Cooking: 

Best Edition 
Gresley's Holiday Tales, stiff 

cover 
The Horn Book. First Series 

Ditto Second Series 

Taylor's Life of Christ 
Russell's Lays of the Early 

Church 
Was it a Dream? and the New 

Churchyard 
Poor Henry and other Stories, cl. 
Catechism on the Incarnation. 
Williams' Ancient Hymns for 

Children 
Wakefield's Five Hundred Cha- 

rades from History, &c. 
Robert Marshall, &c., cloth 
Charlton's English Grammar 
Ivo and Verena, limp cloth 



The Christian Servant's Book 
Fouqu^'s Aslauga and her Knight 
Milman*s Voices of Harvest 
Neale's Hymns for the Sick, cL 
The Art of Contentment 
Sears' Scripture Prints, plain 

(Set of 12) 
Popular Tales from the German 
Early Friendship 
The Swedish Brothers 
The Charcoal Burners 
Joseph Paehler and other Stctfies, 

cloth 
Parish Tracts. (6 Tales) clotb 
Little Annie and her Sisters 
Milman's Way through the Desert 
Margaret, an Olden Tale 
Poolers Churches, their 

ture, &c. 
Book of Church History 
What we are to Believe 
Tales of the Empire. 



Stmc- 



Conversations on the Church Service, is. Sd. 
Tracts for the Working People, cloth. Is. 4d. 
Paget's Rich and Poor. 3 Parts, is. 4d. each. 

ONE SHILLING AND EiaHTFENCE. 



Gresley's Clement Walton, stiff 

cover 
Gresley's Siege of Lichfield, do. 
Gresley's Charles Lever, ditto 



Neale's Church Tour, Part I. 
Ditto Part U. 

Neale's English History, Ifmp 
cloth 



TWO SHILLINGS. 



Neale's Followers of the lioan 
Adams' Cressingham ; or, the 

Missionary 
The Vine on the Mountain 
Gresley's Forest of Arden, stiff 

cover 
Gresley's Church Clavering, do. 
Gresley's Holiday Tales, ditto 
Bishop Andrewes* Parochial Ser- 
mons 
Wakefield's Mental Exercises 
Neale's Christian Heroism 
Neale's Christian Endurance 
Neale's Stories from Heathen 

Mythology 
Neale's Deeds of Faith 
Neale's Greece, limp cloth 
Fox's Noble Army of Martyrs 



Christian Servant's Book, bound 
Flower's Tates of Faith and Fro- 

vidence 
Ken's Practice of Divine Love 
Neale's Agnes de Tracy 
Hymns for Public & Private Use 
Gresley's Henri de Clermont 
Churton's Lays of Faith and 

Loyalty 
The Manger of the Holy Night 
Bezant's Geographical Questions 
Stories of Youth and Childhood 
Ivo and Verena 
Ken's Preparatives for Death 
Flower's Classical Tales 
Smith's Devout Chorister, doth 
Arden's Manual of Catechetical 

Instruction 



RBWARD BOOKI. 



TWO SHILLINaS AND SIXPENCE. 



Chapters on Deacons 

Millard's Historical Notices of 

Choristers 
Monro's Dark River 
Monro's Vast Army 
Monro's Combatants 
Monro's Revellers. &c. 
Paget's Tides of Village Children 
VoLl. 
Ditto Vol. II. 

Guardian Angrels 
Heygate's Godfrey Davenant 
Heygate's Godfrey Davenant at 

College 
Dunster's Stories from Proissart 
Monro's Stories of Cottagers 
The Child's New Lesson Book, 

coloured 
The Child's Book of Ballads 
Hymns and Scenes of Childhood 
Margaret ; an olden Tale 
Parish Tracts, cloth 
Paget's S. Antholin's 
Poole's Sir Raoul de Broc 
Baron's Little Daughter 



Tute's Champion of the Cross 

The Hope of the Katzekopfs 

Paget's Luke Sharp 

Hopwood's Geography 

Gresley's Colton Green 

History of Portugal 

Poynings ; a Tale of the Revclu. 
tion 

Neale's English History for Chil- 
dren 

Neale's Mediaeval Hymns 

Johns* History of Spain 

FestivaLs and Fasts for the Young 

Lives of Englishmen, Vol. 1 
Ditto Vol. 2 

Poole's Churches, their structure, 
&c. (cloth) 

Lord of the Forest, bds. 

Vidal's EsUier Merle 

Little Alice 

Sacred History. Old Test. 
Ditto New Test. 

Consecration and Desecration 

Snowball and other Tales 



Churchman's Companion. Vols. I. and II. 28. 9d. each. 
THBEE SHILLINGS. 



Flower's Reading Lessons for 

Schools 
Gresley's Frank's Trip to the 

Continent, stiff cover 
Johns' Collects and Catechising 
Moberly's Stories from Herodotus 
Fox's History of Rome 
Kings of England 



Paget's Milford Malvoisin 
Sears' Scripture Prints, coloured 

f set of 12) 
Holy Men of Old 
Tales for my Godson 
Smith's Devout Chorister, calf, 

or roan tuck 
Neale's Greece 



THBEE SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE. 



Adams' Fall of Croesus 

Enthusiasm not Religion 

Gresley's Charles Lever 

The Inheritance of Evil 

Loraine's Lays of Israel 

The Lord of the Forest and his 

Vassals 
Theodore, his Brother and Sisters 
Paget's Christian's Day 
Pietas Metrica 
The Birthday 



Gresley's Clement Walton 

Heygate's William Blake 

Christian Geutleman'sDaily Walk 

Lady Ella 

Neale's Mirror of Faith 

Neale's Stories of the Crusades 

Songs of Christian Chivalry 

The Wreath of LiUes 

Captive Maiden 

Companion to Sunday Services 

The Unseen World 



The Churchman's Companion. Vols. III. to X. 
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WORKS PUBLISHED BY J. If ASTERS. 

FOUR SHILLZNGS. 



Gresley's Seige of Lichfield 
Oresley's Forest of Ardea 



6resley*8 Church Claverios 
Church Poetry 



FOUB SHTLUNGS AND SIXPENCE. 



The Baron's Littte Daag^hter and 

other Tales 
Evans' Outline of Sacred History 
Hicks* Lectures on the Epiphany 
The Island of Liberty 
Neale's Duchenier; or, the Re- 

volt of lA Vendue 
Poole's History of England 
Vol. I. 
Ditto VoL II. 

Abbey Charch 



Scenes and Characters 
Gresley's Frank's Trip to the 

Continent 
Gresley's Coniston Hall 
Gresley's Bernard Leslie 
The Maiden Aunt 
Paget's Pageant 
Days and Seasons 
Poetry, Past and Present 
Sacred History for Children 



FIVE SHILLINGS. 



The Altar, or Meditations in 
Verse. By the Author of " The 
Cathedral" 
Jenkins' Cotemporary Annals of 

the Kings of Israel.&c. 
Paget's Sursum Corda 
Tcale's Lives of English Divines 
Paget's Warden of Berkingholt 
Tales of a London Parish 



Bunbory's Evenings in the Py- 
renees 

Henrietta's Wish 

English Churchwomen of the 
17th Century 

The Church in the Cloisters ; or, 
the History of Monasteries 

Lyra Sanctorum 
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NEW TRACTS, ETC. 

POPULAR TRACTS, lUustrating the Prayer Book of the 
Church of EngliEuid* 

Already pablished: 

1 The Baptismal Services. Second Edition. Id. 

2 The Dress of the Clergnr, with an Illastration. 2d. 

3 The Burial Service. With an Appendix on Modem Burials, 

Monuments, and Epitaphs, containing Seven Designs for 
Headstones, and an Alphabet for Inscriptions. 6d. 

4 The Ordination Services. 4d. 

LONDON PAROCHIAL TRACTS. 

1 Conversion, in Two Parts. Sd., or 14s. per 100. 

2 Be One Again. An Earnest Entreaty from a Clergyman to his 

People to Unite in Public Worship, id., or 7b. per lOO. 

3 The Church a Family; or, a Letter from a Clergyman to the 

Parishioners upon their Blessings and Duties as Members of 
the Household of God. l^d., or ros. 6d. per 100. 

4 Advice to Christian Parents, itl., or 7«' per 100. 

i The Privilege of Daily Service, id., or 7s. per 100. 

6 Tbe Church Service and Church Music, id., or 7s. per 100. 

7 A Few Words to Choristers. ^., or 38. 6d. per 100. 

8 The Mystery of Godliness, id., or 7s. per 100. 

9 A Few more Words to Choristers. ^., or 3s. 6d. per 100. 

1 The Worship of the Body ; being a Few Plain Words about a Plain 

Duty. Id., or 7s. per 100. 

11 The Use of Confirmation. 2d., or 14s. per 100. 

12 On Almsgiving. 4d., or 38. 6d. per lOO. 

13 The Way to become Rich. ^., or 3s. 6d. per 100. 

14 A Popular View of Anglo-Catholicism and Anglo-Catholics. Id. 

15 On the Reverence we ought to show in the House of God. 4d. 

16 On Unchastity before Marriage, id., or 78. per 100. 

17 Amy, the Factory Girl, ^d., or 38. 6d. per 100. 

18 On Almsdeeds. 4d., or 3s. 6d. per 100. 

19 How to Spend the Lord's Day Profitably. 4d., or 3s.6d. per 100. 

20 Conditions of Prayer, ^d., or 3s. 6d. per 100. 

21 A Few Words to the Parents of National School Children, ^d. 

FOUR-PAGE TRACTS, suited also for Tract Covers. 

1 Scripture Rules for Holy Living^2 Baptism and Registration— 
3 George Herbert— 4 Dreamland— 6 Songs for Labourers— 6 Plain 
Directions for Prayer, with a few Forms^7 Reasons for Daily Ser- 
vice— 8 Easter Songs— 9 The Good Shepherd— 10 Morning and 
Evening Hymns— 11 A Few Reasons for Keeping the Fasts and 
Festivals— 12 The Church Calendar. 2s. in packets of 60. 
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PARISH TRACTS. In 1 vol., price 28. 6d. doth, or in 
separate parts. 

1 Wandering Willie, the Sponsor. Sd. 

S Dermot, the UnbiMitized. 3d. 

S Old Robert Gray. Sd. 

4 The Ministration of PabUc Baptism of Infimts to be used in the 

Church. 4d. 

5 Short and Sfanple Forms of Fftmily Prayer. 2d. 

6 Short Instractions and DevotioDS for the Sick. 2d. 

7 A Word of Coansel to the Parents of Children attending Paro- 

chial Schools. Id. 

8 Lmie Betsy. A Village Memohr. 2d. 

g Mabel Brand. A Tale of the Burial Service. Sd. 
!• A Plain Sermon respecting Godliathers and Godmothers, id. 

Complete in l vol. cloth, 2s. 6d. Nos. 1, 2, S, 8, and 9> bound toge- 
ther, limp doth, is. dd. 



TRACTS ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE AND 
PRACTICE. 

1 Tbe Church of Chbist. id., or 7s. per too. 

2 On Fasting, id., or 7r. per 100. 

5 A Word to Parento. 2d. 

4 Tbe Church Visible and Invisible, td. 

6 My Parishioner Cautioned. 2d. 

6 The Presence of Ooi>. 2d. 

7 Bishop Jolly*s Address on Baptism. 0d. 

8 Examine and Communicate. 2d. 

9 The Story of Old Ambrose. 2d. 

10 A Catechism on the Church, ^d, 

1 1 A Few Words on Public Worship, lid. 

12 Plain Prayers, with Directions how to Pray, id., Ss. (ML per 100. 
IS The Creeds of the Church. 2d. 

14 Evangelical Truth and Apostolical Order. A Dialogue. 2d. 

15 The Christian State. 2d. 

16 Robert Laueley and Thomas Mott. 3d. 

17 Scripture Dialogues.— No. 1, Conscience, id., or 7s. per 100. 

18 Ans^o-Catholic Piety— George Herbert. Id., or 7s. per 100. 

19 Regeneration and ConTersion. 2d. 

20 On Keeping the Church Festivals. Id., or 78. per 100. 

21 Baptismal Regeneration, a Doctrine of the Church of England* 

and its Practical Effects considered, sd., or 21 s. per 100. 

22 On the Holy Scriptures. J^d. 

28 The Duty and Benefits of Fasting. 2d. 

24 The Providence of Goo. id. 

25 The Death of the Righteous. 2d., or 14s. per 100. 
2tf Zeal for the House of Goo. 4d. 

27 Plain Remarks on Baptism and the Registration Act. Id., 
or 7s* per lOO. 
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TracU cm Christian DocMne and PraeHee, oonHmued, 

28 Reasons for being a Churchman. Id., or 78. per 100. (Or the 

same on a sheet.) 

20 Prayers for Schools. Id. 

30 Liberty of Consdeuce; or, a IMalogae about Church and 

Meeting. 3d. 

41 On Holy Thursday, or Ascension Day. id. 

32 Prayers from the Liturgy, arranged for Private or Family Use. id. 

33 The Guilt and Danger of Sin. 2d. 

34 Instructions in Confirmation. By Robert Nelson, Esq. Id. 

35 The Two Carpenters. 2d. 

36 The BUss of Heaven, id. 

37 Man Fearfully and Wonderfully Made. 2d. 

38 The Life of S. James. 2d. 

39 Reasons against Joining a Dissenting Congregation. ^. 

40 The Honour of the Sanctuary, li^d* 

41 The Village Feast, id. 

42 On Absolution. 2d. 

43 Church Matters. 2d. 

44 A Word in Season (on the Sin of Intemperance). 9d. 

46 The Go8pel Invitation. (For the Additional Curates* Fund.) 2d. 

46 An Address to the Parents of the Children at a Parish SdiooU id. 

47 Obedience to Spiritual Governors. 2d. 

48 The House of God. id. 

49 The Danger of Dissent. 2d. 

50 Infant Baptism, or John Jackson's Christening. 9d. 

51 The History of S. Peter. 2d. 

52 Confirmation ; its Authority and Benefits plainly stated. Id. 

53 The Daily Service. 2d. 

64 Life of the Rev. John Bold. 2d. 

55 On Frequent Communion. 2d. 

66 The Gospel after the Pentecostal Pattern. Sd. 

57 The Commission of the Christian Priest, id. 

58 On Daily Public Worship; an Address to a Tillage Congre- 

gation. 1 4d. 
69 The Order for Public Prayer DaUp, not Weekly. 1^ 

60 A Catechism on the Church. 2d. 

61 The Lent Fast. id. 

62 The Bible Society Contrary to the Bible and Hostile to the 

Church. 2d. 

63 The Nature and Benefits of Holy Baptism. 6d. 

64 The Unbaptized Sceptic, l^d. 

65 Devotions for the Morning and Evening of each Day of the 

Week. 6d. 

66 Modern Methodism. A Dialogue. Sd. 

67 Modern Methodism. A Dialogue. Part II. 2d. 

68 A Country Curate's Protest against Methodist Interference. 9d. 

69 Dialogues on Confirmation. 4d. 

Vols. I., II., III., IV., and V. are now published, SB. fid. each, doth. 
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TRACTS FOR THE WORKING PEOPLE. By Sos- 

THBNB8. 

No. 1 Thoaghts on the late Revolation in France — 2 Commanism 
and Chartism-— 8 The Special Constable and the Chartist— 4 Six New 
^ints for the Charter— 5 On the Orig^in of Property— 8 Employment 
of the People— 7 The Destiny of Nations— 8 The Red Repablicans. 

The above may be had strongly l>oand in doth, suited to Lending 
Libraries in Manufacturing Districts. Price is. 4d. 



THE SCOTTISH CHURCH TRACTS. 

1 Constitution of the Christian Church. By Bishop Jolly. 1^. 

2 SlothfulHabit8iaconai8tentwithDeyotion,byRev. W. Law. l^d. 
8 ChriRtian HumlUty. By the Eev. W. Law. l^d. 

4 The Treasure of the Holy Scriptures. By Alex. Knox, Esq. l^d. 

6 Christian Unity. By Bishop Skabubt. Id. 

6 The Cross of Christ, id. 

7 Wherefore should we Venerate the Church ? Id. 

8 The Year of the Church, id. 

9 Baptismal Regeneration, id. 

10 The Season of Lent. Id. 

11 The Claims of the Holy Week. Id. 

12 The Feast of Easter, id. 

13 The Day of Pentecost. By Bishop Bbvbridok. Id. 

14 The Sinfulness of Divisions among Christiana, id. 
16 The Pastor's Counsels, l^d. 

16 The Moral Training of the Church, id. 

17 The Family in Heaven and Earth. Id. 

18 Man Saved by Mercy, id. 

19 ThoughtsonthelmitationofCHaTST, by Bishop Beveridge. Id. 

20 On Hearing the Word. By Bishop SsAsuaT. Id. 

21 The Old Paths. By Bishop Hobart. id. 

22 Holy Baptism. A Homily for the Tiroes, id. 

23 The Way of Living in a Method and by Rule. Id. 

24 Life of S. Cyprian. Id. 

26 Popular 01]!}ections to the Church, lid. 

20 Treatiseon the Loan's Prayer. By S.Cyprian. 2d. 

THE POOR CHURCHMAN'S FRIEND: a Serief of 
Tracts for the Instruction of the Poor Man in Chnrch matters. 

1 Churchmen the Followers of no Man. Id. 

2 Why Churchmen are called Tractarians. l^d. 
8 Churchmen no Romanizers. l^d. 

4 The Voting Down High Churchmanship set at its real value, l^d. 
6 Neglected Church Laws not Obsolete. Id. 
8 Grievances of the Church, l^d. 

These Tracts are intended to meet a want peculiarly felt in these 
times, namely, of some popular method of imparting information to 
the humbler classes on matters relating to the present ciicnmstancei 
of the Church. 
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TRACTS FOR THE MIDDLE CLASSES. Published 
under the superintendence of the Soutli Church Union. 

1 Why a Man may not Marry his Deceased Wife's Sister. Id, 

2 On the Appointment of Bishops. ^, 

3 On Education, id. 

4 Catholic or Protestant } ^d. 

6 The Kingrdom of Christ, id. 

6 ReUgions Liberty, what is it ? Id. 

7 They meant what they said, and they did it. Id. 



COTTAGE TRACTS. By the Rev. G. J. Hill. M.A. 

1 Faith and the Sacraments— 2 Infout Baptism— 3 Holy Communion. 
Fitness and unfitness— 4 Holy Communion. Preparation— 5 Sacra- 
mental System. Holy Baptism— 6 Holy Communion — 7 Confirmation. 

Nos. 1,2,3, and 7, are now ready. 4, 5, 6, and others will he issued 
without delay. Price id., or 25 for is. 6d. for distrihution. 



CONFIBMATZON. 

Confirmation Catechetically Explained. By the Rev. W. Blunt, 

Incumbent of S. Mary's, Crown Street. Price 3d., or 21 s. per 100. 
The Seal of the Lord. A Catechism on Confirmation. By ttie Bishop 

of Brbchin. l^d., or 10s. 6d. per 100. 
Questions and Answers on Confirmation. Id., or 6s. per 100. 
Confirmation considered Doctrinally and Practically in Four Sermons. 

Price is. 
Instructions about Confirmation, id., or 78. per 100. 
The Use of Confirmation. By the Rev. W. Grbslky. Sd. 
Meditations on Confirmation. By the Rev. R. Milman, Vicar of 

Lamboume. 2nd edit., 4d. 
Pastoral Advice on Confirmation. By the Rev. Dr. Hook. 2d. 
A Plain Tract on Confirmation, with Prayers. 2d., or 148. per 100. 
Questions proposed to Candidates for Confirmation. 2d. 
A Manual for Christians Unconfirmed. 2d., or 14s. per 100, 
A Manual for Unbaptized Children. 2d., or 148. per 100. 
A Manual for Unbaptized Adults. 2d., or 14s. per 100. 
Plain Remarks upon Baptism and Spiritual Regeneration. 2d. 



What says the Church concerning Regeneration in Holy Baptism ) Sd. 

Christian Fellowship, id. 

An Address to Congregations of the Church on the Devotional Use of 

the Church Service. Is. 6d. per 100. 
An Address to Godfathers and Godmothers. Ss. per 100. 
A Few Plain Observations on the Right of Private Judgment. 6d, 
The Law of the Anglican Church the Law of the Land. 2d. 
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IHe Theory of Devdopment Briefly Considered. By the Rer. W. 

Oresley. 3d. 
A Letter on the Scottish Commanion Office. 4d. 
Of the Due and Lowly Reverence to be done by all at the mootioii of 

the Holy Name of Jesus in time of Divine Service. Id. 
The Cfliertory the best Remedy for the Present Distress. 28. 0d. per IM. 
A Few Plain Reasons for Remaining in the English Church. 4d. 
The Roman not the Catholic church. By an English Priest. 4d. 
A Letter on the Propriety and Necessity of Collections at the Offertory. 

By the Bishop of Svonky. 4d. 
Cathohc Reasons for rejecting the Modem Pretensions and Doctrines 

of the Church of Rome. By the Rev. Ckcil WaAv. Sd., 
Jesuitism in the Church . A Brief Address to Churchmen, pointing cot 

the true quarter in which, if anywhere, we are now to look for it. id. 
A Few Plidn Words from a Clergyman to his Parishioners on the Use 

of the Church Burial Service fur Dissenters. By the Rev. 0. 

Madan. id. 
Learn to Die. ^d., or ss. 6d. per 100. 

Congregational Independents: an Inquiry into their Faith and Prac- 
tice. By H. WaAT, M.A. 3d. 
Sisters of Mercy in the Church of England. 8d. 
The Holiness of a Christian Child : being an Earnest Appeal to sQ 

Christian Parents on the Regeneration of their Children in the 

Sacrament of Baptism. 3d. 
The Temples of the Holy Ghost : being a Second Earnest Appeal to 

all Christian Parents on the Regeneration of tbeir Children in the 

Sacrament of Baptism. 3d. 
One Mind and One Mouth : a Tract for English Chorchmen. 9d. 
A Short Devotional Service for Lent. 6d. 
A Prose Hymn for Children, pointed for Chanting. By the Rev. W. J. 

Jenkins, M.A. id., or 78* per 100. 
Poems for Young and Loving Hearts. By the Rev. Kduuhv Woa^- 

LBDOB, M.A. 4d. 
Littie Salem. ByaPUgrim. 3d. 
A Revival of Old Church of England Principles, no New Faith. A 

Few Plain Words addressed to those who think. By the Re?. 

W. B. Flower. 6d. 
A Few Words of Hope on the Present Crisis of the English Church. 

By the Rev. J. M. Neale. 3d., by post 4d. 
A Few Words to some of the Women of the Church of Gon in England. 

By Lydia, Mother Superior of the Sisters of Mercy of Devoopoct 

and Plymouth. 6d., by post 6d. 
An Easter Ofllaring, from a Sinful Servant in Christ's Church. Com- 
prising Hymns for Palm Sunday, Passion Week, &c. Sd. 
A Sermon on the Sacrifice on Easter Day. Turned into Englidk 

from the Anglo-Saxon of MUxic, sometime Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. Id. 
A Christian Remembrancer, id., or 7b. per 100. 
Truth. Id., or 25 for is. 6d. 
Family and Private Prayers selected chiefly from the Works of English 

Divines. 9d. 
Advent Prayers and Meditations. 0d. 
What I do at the Public Service of Goo. Id. 
Closet Prayors tor both Morning and Night throughout the Year. 
Do you Remember Ascension I^ ? as. 6d. per 100. 
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The English Charchman's Oaide to the Hoase of Prayer. By the Rer. 

R. B. Paul, M.A., Vicar of S. Aag:ufltine*8, Bristol. 2d. 
A litany for Children, id. 
The Qainsayingr of Core in the 19th Century. By the Rev. W. B. 

Barter. Cd. 
A Few Words on the Restoration of the Jews to the Promised Land, 

and on the Millennium. By the Rev. W. B. Barter, ^d. 
A Plea for United Responding. By the Rev. J. F. Hodgson, id. 
Sacramental Remembrances. Id. 
Down with the Tractarians. id. 

Protestant Peculiarities elicited by Papal Pretensions, l^d. 
Whom has the Pope Aggrieved ? id. 
Increase of Romanism in England. By the Rev. H. Newland. 3d. 



BBOAD SHHBTS. 

Our Parish Church. 1 d., or 7s. per 1 00. 

The Bishop of New Jersey on the Offertory. Ss. 6d. per 100. 

The Creed as externally set forth and enforced by the Church Calendar. 

Price 4d. 
A Tabular View of English History with Collateral Events. Is. 
A Chart of Gospel Harmony. 6d. 

Private Devotion. A Short Form for the use of Children. Id. 
The DaUy Life of the Christinn Child. 2d. 
The Last Sleep of the Christian Child. 2d. 
Devotions for the Time of Dressing, l^d., or lOs. 6d. per 100. 



CEBTIFICATE CABDS OF CONFIBMATION, &c. 

Certificates of Confirmation and Holy Communion. Printed in red 

and black, 2d., or 14s. per 100 ; strong Paper cloth Envelopes for 

ditto, 4s. per 100. Parchment ditto, 2d. each. 
Certificates of Baptism^ Confirmation, and First Commanlon. On a 

large Card. 2d., or 14s. per 100. 
Certificate of Confirmation and Communion, on a beautifully (Hna. 

mented large Card. 2d. ; also new design, 3d. 



The Talisman. A Poem, by C. A. M. W. 6d. 

How to Spend Sunday Well and Happily, id., or 7s* per 100. 

Address to Parents of Children at National and Sunday Schools, id. 

A Few Words on the Blessed Sacrament of the Loan's Supper. 2d. 

Rules for a Young Christian, id., or 7s. per 100. 

The Sponsor's Duty: for giving to Sponsors in Church. 2s. 6d. per 100. 
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MISOELLANEOU& 

Connt Ramford's Essays on the Management of the Poor. is. 6d. 
Evenings in the Pyrenees. Edited and arranged by Selina Bunbury. 

fts. 
Glavis Botanica. A Key to the Study of Botany ; after Linnsns. is. 
The Young Nurse*s Guide, or the Management of the Sick. By 

J. Curtis, M.R C.S., F.Z.S. 2s. 
Advice to Young Married Women, by J. Curtis. M.R.C.S., F.Z.S. is. 
Therapeutic Manipulation, or a Treatment of Disorders by Mechanical 

Application. By I. 6. 1. De Betou. Is. Od. 
Medicina Gymnastica, or Therapeutic Manipulation. A Short Trea- 
tise, by Charles Ehrenboff. is. 
Memorials of the Highgate Cemetery : with an Essay, is. 
The Muses* Response, a Conversational Game. By the Blisses 

Price, ss. fid. 
The Old Play.Goer, by William Robson. 78* fid. 
Sinnett*8 Picture of Paris and its Environs. 5s. 
A New Plan of Paris, with References. 2s. 
An Inquiry Relative to Various Important Points of Seamanship, by 

Nicholas Tinmouth. 5s. fid. 
Electro-Chemical Copying Book. Extra size, 240 leaves, complete, 

with ink, sponge box, &c., lOs. fid. 



In the Press. 

Two Vohimes, Demy 8vo., will be published by subscription. Price j^S. 

The Nestorians and their Rituals. With the Narrative of a Mission 
to Mesopotamia and Coordistan in 1842-44, and of a late visit 
to those countries in 1850 ; also. Researches into the Present Con- 
dition of the Syrian Jacobites, Papal Syrians, and Chaldeans, and 
an Inquiry into the Religious Tenets of the Yezeedees. By the 
Rev. George Percy Badger, one of the Hon. East India Company's 
Chaplains, in the Diocese of Bombay. 
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